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TP: HEauthor of theſe travels, Mr gende Gulliver, | 
is my ancient and intimate friend; there is like- 
wiſe ſome relation between ũs on the mbthers fide. A- 
bout three years ago Mr Gulliver, growing weary of the 
concourſe of curious people coming to him at his houſe. 
in Redriff, made a fmall purchaſe of land with a conve- -- 
nient houſe near Newark in Nottinghamſhire; his na- 
tive country; where he now. lives retired, yet in good 


eſteem among his neighbours., 


__ ALT#ro' Mr Gulliver was born in Nottinghamſhire, | 
where his father dwelt, yet I have heard him ſay, his fa- 


mily came from Oxfordſhire; to comfirm which, I have 
| obſerved in the church- yard at Banbury in that county 
ſeveral tombs and monuments of the Gullivers. 


BEFORE he quitted Regriff, he left the cuſtody of the 


following papers in my hands, with the liberty to diſpoſe 
"of them as 17 ſhould think ft. I have carefully peruſed 
them three times: the ſtile is very plain and ſimple ; 
and the only fault 1 find, is, that the author, after the 
manner of trayellers, is a little too circumſtantial. There 
is an air of truth apparent thro' the whole; and indeed 
the author was ſe diſtinguiſhed for his veracity, that it 
became a ſort of a proverb among his neighbours at Re- 
driff, when any one affirmed a thing, to ſay it was as 
true as if Mr Gulliver had ſpoken it. 


By the advice of ſeveral worthy perſons, to whom, with | 


dhe author's permilion, I m bee theſe papers, I 
now 


: | 5 - 2 8 | ** | 1 74 5 
; 2 "Peer, * 1 


: os I vikged e 8. 3.047 eee Bagh 447: ee e 


A *, a 

5 a ) . * ; . — i , * 7 F a 
£55 d N E . * 3 14 N e 5 8 8 | * 
2 — : 4 g 12 1 >, 7 4 


* | 5 
8 my 1 : o 5 N 0 F - % 
S203} 07. .56-355 ro ru „ EEE 


* : 


4 1 To THE REA DER. : 


now venture to ſend them into the world, hoping they 
may be, at leaſt for ſome time, a better entertainment to 

1 our young noblemen, than the common ſcribblers of po- 

5 litics and party. 3)ͤ or ary 5 
; Tais volume would have been at leaſt twice as large, 
if I had not made bold to ſtrike out innumerable paſ- 
ſages relating to the winds and tides, as well as to the 
variations and bearings in the ſeveral voyages, together 
with the minute deſcriptions of the management of the 
ſhip in ſtorms in the ſtyle of ſailors ; likewiſe the account 
of loagitudes and latitudes ; wherein I have reaſon to 
apprehend that Mr Gulliver may be a little diſſatisfied : 

but I was reſolved to fit the work as much as poſſible to 
the general capacity of readers. However, if my own 
' ignorance in ſea-affairs ſhall have led me to commit 
ſome miſtakes, I alone am anſwerable for them; and, if 
any traveller hath a curioſity to ſee the whole work at 
rge, as it came from. the hand of the author, I will be 

ready to gratify him. I ke ea, 
As for any further. particulars relating to the author, 
the reader will receive ſatisfaction from the firſt pages of 
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yas you me” by "OY to own. | pablicly, Are i 


you ſhall be called to it, that by your great and 


frequent urgency you prevailed on me to publiſh a very* 


looſe and uncorrect account of my travels, with direction 


to hire ſome young gentleman of cither univerſity to put 


them in order, and correct the ſtyle, as my couſin ax 
pier did by my advice in his book called” 4: 
round wtf But 1 do not remember 1 gave of 


power to conſent, that any thing ſhould be omitted, ane 


much leſs that any thing ſhould be inſerted: therefore, 


as to the latter, I do here renoutice every thing of that 
kind; particulary a paragraph about her Majeſty Queen. - 
Anne; of moſt pious and glorious memory; althe 1 did 
ener and eſteem her more than any of the human 
But you or your interpolator, ought to have 


— that as it was not my inclination, ſo was it 
not decent to praiſe any animal of our compoſition be» 
forte my maſter Houyhnbnm: and beſides, the fact was 
altogether falſe; for, to my knowledge, being in Eng- 


land during ſome part of her Majeſty's reign, ſhe did 


govern by a chief miniſter; nay even by two ſueceſſiye- 
by, the firſt whereof was the Lord of 'Godolphin,' and the 
ſecond the Lord of Oxford: ſo that you made mie ſay 
the thing that was not. Likewiſe in the account'of the 
academy of projectors, and ſeveral paſſages of m̃y dif- 


courſe to my maſter Houyhnhnns; you have either o- 
mitted - ſome, material" ee or * minced or 
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6 _ GCULLIVERs TRAVELS 
changed them in ſuch a manner, that 1 do hardly know 

mine own work, When I formerly hinted to you ſome- 
thing of this in a letter, you were pleaſed to anſwer, 
that you were afraid of giving offence; that people in 
power were very watchful over the preſs, and apt not 
only to interpret, but to puniſh every thing which 
looked like an innuendo (as I think you call it.) But, 
pray how could that which I ſpoke fo many years ago, 

and at above five thouſand leagues diſtance, in another 


_ reign, be applied to any of the Yahoos, who now are 


ſaid to govern the herd; eſpecially at a time when I 
little thought on, or feared the unhappineſs of living 
under them? have not I the moſt reaſon to complain, 
when I ſce theſe very Yahoos carried by Houyhnhnms 
in a vehicle, as if theſe were brutes and thoſe the ra- 
tional creatures! and indeed to avoid fo monſtrous and 
deteſtable a ſight was one principal motive of my retire- 
ment hither, 
Tuus much I thought proper to tell you in relation 

| or and to the truſt I repoſed in op. 
do in the next place complain of my own great want 

of j gment, in being prevailed upon by the intreaties and 
falſe reaſonings of you and ſome others, very much a- 
gainſt my oun opinion, to ſuffer my travels to be pu- 
bliſhed. Pray bring to your mind how often 1 deſired 
you to confider, when you joſiſted on the motive of 


public good, that the Yahoos were a ſpecies of animals 


utterly incapable of amendment by precepts or example: 
and ſo it bath. proved ; for, inſtead of ſeeing a full ſtop 
put to all abuſcs and. corruptions, at leaſt in this little 
Hand. as I had reaſon to expect; behold, after above fix 
months warning, I cannot learn that my book has, pro- 
duced one ſingle effect according to mine iotentions. 1 
defired you would let me know by a letter, when party 
and faction were extifiguiſhed ; judges learned and up- 
right; pleaders honeſt, and modeſt, with ſome tinRure 
of common ſenſe ; and Smithfield blazing with pyramids 
of law-books : the. young nobility's education entirely 
changed; the phyſicians baniſhed ; the female Yahoos a- 
2 — = le. * 
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preſs in proſe and verſe condemned to. eat nothing ba: 
— own cotton, and quench their thirſt with their own 
ink. Theſe, and a thouſand other reformations, I firmly 
counted upon by your encouragement 3; as indeed they 


= were plainly deducible from the precepts delivered in my 


book. And it muſt be owned, that ſeven months were 
a ſufficient time to correct every vice and folly to Which 
Yahoos are ſubject, if their natures had bæen capable of 
the leaſt diſpoſition to virtue or wiſdom : yet, ſo far have 
ou been from anſwering mine expectation in any of your 
etters; that on the contrary you are loading our carrier 
every week with libels, and keys, and reffections, and 


memoirs, and ſecond parts; wherein I fee myſelf accuſed 


of reflecting upon great ſtates · folk; of degrading human 
nature (for ſo they have ſtill the confidence to ſtile it) 
and of abuſing the female ſex. I find likewiſe that the 
writers of thoſe bundles are not agreed among them 
ſelves; for ſome of them will not allow me to be the 
author of mine own trayels ; and others make me author 
of books, to which I am wholly a ſtranger. 
I find likewiſe, that your printer hath been ſo careleſs 
as to confound the times, and miſtake the dates of my - 
ſeveral voyages and returns; neither aſſigning the true 
year, nor the true month, nor day of the month: and T 
hear the original manuſcript is all deſtroyed fince the 
publication of my book; neither have I any copy left: 
however, I have ſent you ſome corrections, which you 
may inſert, if ever there ſhould be a ſecond edition; and 
yet I cannot ſtand to them; but ſhall leave that matter 0 
my judicious and candid readers to adjuſt it as they pleaſe, 
I hear ſome of our ſea-Yahoos find fault with my ſea- 
language, as not proper in many parts, nor now in uſe, 
I cannot help it, In my firſt voyages, while I was young, 
I was inſtructed by the oldeſt mariners, and learned to 
ſpeak as they did. But I have ſince found that the ſea- 
Yahoos are apt, like the land ones, to become new-fang» 
led in their words, which the latter change every year ; 
inſomuch, as I remember, upon each return to mine own 
country, their old diale& was fo altered, that I could 
hardly underſtand the new. And I obſerre, when any 
| Yahoo comes from London out of curioſity to viſit me 
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ee we neither of us are able to deliver - 
our conceptions in a manner intelligible to the other. 

Ir the cenſure of the Yahoos could any way affect me, 
1 I ſhould have great reaſon to complain, that ſome. of 


them are ſo bold as to think my book of travels a mere 
fiction out of mine own brain; and have gone ſo far as 
to drop hints, that the Houyhnhnms and Yahoos have 


no more exiſtence than the inhabitants of Utopia. 


-  InveeDI muſt confels, that as to the people of Liliput, 


Brobdingrag (for ſo the word ſhould have been ſpelt, and 


not erroneouſi) Brobdingnag) and Laputa, I have never 


yet heard of any Lahoo ſo preſumptuous as to diſpute 
their being, or the facts I have related concerning them; 
becauſe the truth immediately ſtrikes every reader. with 


conviction. And is there leſs probability in my account of 
| the Houyhnhnms or Yahoos, when it is manifeſt as to the 
latter, there are ſo many - thouſands, even in this city, 
who only differ from their brother brutes in Houy- 
 +hnhnm-land, becauſe they uſe a ſort of jabber, and do 
not go naked? I wrote for their amendment, and not 
their approbation. The united praiſe of ihe whole race 
would be of leſs conſequence to me than the neighing of 
| thoſe two degenerate Houyhnhams I keep in my ſtable ; 
becauſe from theſe, degenerate as they are, I ſtill im- 
prove in ſome virtues without any mixture of vice. | 


Do theſe miſerable. animals preſume to think, that E: | 


am ſo degenerated as to defend my veracity ? Yahoo as I 
am, it is well known thro' all Houyhnhom-land, that, 


by the inſtructions. and example of my illuſtrious. maſter, 
I was able in the compals of two years (altho' Ticonfeſs 
. with the utmoſt difficulty) to remove that infernal habit 


of lying, ſhuffling, deceiving, and equivocating, ſo deeply 


rooted in the very ſouls of all my ſpecies; e pecilly the 


Europeans. 
I have other complaints to make upon, this vexations 
occaſion ; but I forbear troubling myſelf or you any fur- 


ther; 1 muſt freely.confeſs; that ſince my laſt return fome 
corruptions of my Lahoo nature have revived in me by 
converling with a few of your ſpecies, and particularly 


g of mine own . by an unavoidable as} ; 


by | elſe 
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elſe I ſhould never have attempted ſo abſurd a project as 
that of reforming the Yahoo race in this kingdom : but 
| T 158 now done with al ſuch nlionary ſchemes for ever. 


* 
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ber, That the original copy of theſe 3 was altered by the - 
perſon thro? «hoſe hands it was conveyed tothe preſs, is a fact ; 
but the paſſages of which Mr Gulliver complains in this letter 
are to be found only in the firſt editions; for the Dean having 
reſtored the text wherever it had been altered, ſent the copy to 
the late Mr Motte by the hands of Mr Charles Ford. This 
copy has been exaQtly followed in every ſubſequent edition, ex- 
cept that printed in Ircland by George Falkener : the editor of 
which, ſuppoling the Dean to be ſerious when he mentioned the 
corruptions of dates, and yet finding them unaltered, thought fit 
to alter them himſelf; there is however ſcarce one of theſe alte- 
rations in which he has not committed a blunder : tho? while he 
was thus buſy in defacing the parts that were perfect, he ſuffered 
the accidental blemiſhes of others 0 remain, HO: — See 
the te to this * ; 


LILLIPUT. 


VVV 


The author giver ſome account of himſelf and family ; his 
firſt inducements to travel. He is ſhipwrecked, and 
 fwims for his life ; gets ſafe on ſhore in the country 

/ Lilliput; is made a priſoner, and carried up the 

count ry . | | M | 2 * 


Y father had a ſmall eſtate in Nottinghamſhire ; 
I was the third of five ſons, He ſent me to 
ah. Emanuel. college in Cambridge at fourteen 
years old, where I reſided three years, and applied 
myſelf cloſe to my ſtudies ; but the charge of main- 

. taining 


% * 


Theſe voysges are intended as a moral political romance, in 


_ which Swift ſeems to have exerted the ſtrongeſt efforts of a fine 


irregular genius. But while his imagination and his wit delight, 
the venomous ſtrokes of his ſatire, altho? in ſome places juſt, 
are carried into io univerſal a ſeverity, that not only all human 

actions, but human nature itfelf, is placed in the worſt light. — 
Perfection in every attribute is not indeed allotted to particular 
men; but, among the whole ſpecies, we diſcover ſuch an aſ- 
ſemblage of all-the great and amiable virtues, as may convince 
us, that the original order of nature contains in it the greateſt 
beauty. It is directed in a right line, but it deviates into curves 
and irregular motions, by various alterations and diſturbing 
cauſes. Different qualifications ſhine out in different men. 
Bacon and NEWTON (not to mention Boy LE) ſhew the di- 
vine extent of the human mind: of which power Swift could 


not be inſenſible; but his diſappointments rendered him ſple- 


netic, and angry with the whole world. Education, ha- 
, and conſtitution, give a ſurprizing variety of characters; 3 
| | while 
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taining me, altho I had a very ſcanty allowance, being 


too great for a narrow fortune, I was bound apprentice 


to Mr james Bates, an eminent ſurgeon in London, with 
whom I continued four years; and my father now and 


| then ſending me ſmall ſums of money, I laid them out in 


learning navigation, and other parts of the mathematics, 
uſeful to thoſe who intend to travel, as I always belie- 
ved it would be. ſome time or other my fortune to do. 


When I left Mr Bates, I went down to my father; where, 


by 


the aſſiſtance of him and my uncle John, and ſome 
LOOP: £1.74 | | 
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while they produce ſome | particular qualities, are apt to check 
others. Fortitude of mind ſeldom attends a ſedentary life: nor 


is the man whoſe ambitious views are croſſed, ſcarce ever after- 


wards endued with benevolence of heart. The ſame mind that 
is capable of exerting the greateſt virtue, by ſome defect in the 
firſt ſteps of education often degenerates into the greateſt vice. 
Tbeſe effects take their ſource from Cauſes almoſt mechanical. 
The ſoul, in our preſent ſituation, is blended and incloſed with 
corporeal ſubſtance, and the matter of which our body is com- 
poſed, produces ſtrange impulſes upon the mind. To cor- 
rect vice, by ſhewing her deformity, in oppoſition. to the beau- 


ty of virtue, and to amend: the falſe ſyſtems of philoſophy, by 


pointing out the errors, and applying ſalutary means to avoid 
them, is a noble deſign, and was, 1 would fain flatter myſelf, 


the 1 intent of this hieroglyphic writer Gvlliver's 


travels are chiefly to be looked upon as an irregular effay of 
Swift's peculiar wit and humour. The inhabitants of Liliput 
are repreſented, as if reflected from a coneave mirror, by which 


every object is reduced to a deſpicable minute ſs. The inha- 


bitants of Brobdingnag, by a contrary mirror, are enlarged to 
a ſhocking deformity, In Lilliput we behold a ſet of puny in- 


ſects, or animalcules in human ſhape, ridiculcuſly engaged in 


affairs of importance. In Brobdingnag the monſters of enor - 


mous ſize are employed in trifles. In the: two firſt parts 


there are many ridiculous adventures, even ſuch as muſt have 
excited mirth from. Heraclitus. Where indelicacies do not en- 
tervene, the narrative is very entertaining and humorous. In 
ſome parts, Gulliver ſeems to have had particular incidents, if 


not particular perſons in his view. His obſeryations on educati- 
on are uſeful: and ſo are his improvements on the inſtitutions 


of Lycurgus. Orrery. 
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other relations, I got forty pounds, and a promiſe of 
thirty pounds a- year to maintain me at Leyden: there I 
ſtudied phyſic two years and ſeven en mann bu 
would be uſeful in long voyages. 

Soon after my return from Leyden, I was dy 
ed by my good maſter Mr Bates to be ſurgeon to the Swal- 
low, captain Abraham Pannel commander: with whom'I 
continued three years and a half, making a voyage or 
two into the Levant, and ſome other parts. When'I 
came back, I reſolved to ſettle in London; to which Mr 
Bates, my maſter, encouraged me, and by him I was 
recommended to ſeveral patients. I took part of a ſmall 
houſe in the Old- Jury; and being adviſed to alter my 
condition, 1 married Mrs Mary Burton, ſecond daughter 
to Mr Edmund Burton hoſier in Newgate ſtreet, with 
whom I received four hundred pounds for a portion | 

Bur, my good maſter Bates dying in two years after, 
and I having few friends, my. buſineſs began to fail; for 
my conſcience- would not ſuffer me-to imitate the bad 
practice of too many among my brethren. Having there- 
fore conſulted with my wife, and ſome of my acquaint - 
ance, I determingd to go again to ſea. I was ſurgeon ſuc- 
ceſſively in two hios, and made ſeveral voyages for ſix 
vears to the Eaſt and Welt Indies, by which I got ſome . 
addition to my fortune. My hours of leiſure I ſpent in 
reading the beſt authors, ancient and modern, being 
always provided with a good number of books; and 
when I was aſhore, in obſerving the manners and diſpoſi- 
tions of the people, as well as Jearniog their language, - 
wherein I had a great facility by the ſtrength of my memory. 

Tus laſt o/ theſe voyages not proving very fortunate, 
1 grey weary of the ſea; and intended to (tay at home 
with my wife and family. 1 removed from the Old-Jury 
to Fetter-lane, and from thence to Wapping, hoping to 
get bufineſs among the ſailors; but it would not turn to 
account. After three years expectation that things would 
mend, 1 accepted an advantageous offer from Cap. Wil- 
am Prichard, maſter of the Antelope, who was making 
a voyage to the South ſea, We ſer ſail from Briſtol, May 
4. 1699: and our voyage at firſt was very proſperous. 

Ir would not be proper, for ſome reaſons, to trouble 


de reader with the particulars of our adventures in thoſe 


ſeas : 


2 * 
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| ſeas, Let it ſuffice to inform him, that, in our paſſage 


from thence to the Eaſt-Indies, we were driven by a vio- 
tent ſtorm to the north-weſt of Van Diemen's land. By 


an gbſervation we found ourſelves in the latitude of 30 


degrees 2 minutes ſouth. Twelve of our crew were 
dead by immoderate labour, and ill food; the reſt were 


- in a very weak condition, On the 5th of November, 


©" "which was the beginning of ſummer in thoſe parts, the 

weather being very hazy, the ſeamen ſpied a rock within 
half a cable's length of the ſhip ; but the wind was ſo- 
ſtrong, that we were driven directly upon it, and im- 
mediately ſplit. Six of the crew, of whom I was one, ha- 
ving let down the boat into the ſea, made a ſhift to get 
clear of the ſhip and the rock. We rowed, by my compu-- 
tation, about three leagues, till we were able to work no 
longer, being already ſpent with labour while we were in 


the ſhip. We therefore truſted ourſelves to the mercy of 
the waves, and in about half an hout the boat was overſet 


2 by a ſudden' flurry from the north. What became of my 


companions in the boat, as well as of thoſe who eſcaped: 


on the rock, or were left in the veſſel, I cannot tell; but 


conclude they were all loſt, For my own part, I ſwam 


as fortune directed me, and was puſhed: forward by wind 
and tide. I often let my legs drop, and could feel no 
bottom: but when I was almoſt gone, and able to ſtrug- 
gle no longer, I found myſelf within my depth ; and by: 
this time the ſtorm was much abated; The declivity was 


ſo. ſmall, that I walked' near a mile before I got to the 


ſhore, which I conjectured was about-eight-o'clock in the 


evening. I them advanced forward near half a mile, but 


could not diſcover any ſign of houſes or inhabitants; a eaſt, 
I was in ſo weak a condition, that I did not obſerve them. 
F was extremely tired, and with that, and: the heat of the 
weather, and about half a. pint of brandy that I drank as 
I left the ſhip, I found myſelf much inclined to ſſeep. IL 
lay down on the graſs, which was very ſhort and ſoft, 
where 1 flept founder than ever I remembered to have 
done in my life, and, as I reckoned, about nine hours; for 
when I awaked, it was juſt day-light. I attempted to riſe, 
but was not able to ſtir: for as I happened to lie on my 
. back, I found my arms and legs were ſtrongty faſtened 
an. each ſide to the ground; and my hair, which was long 
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and thick, tied down in the ſame manner. I he: felt. 
ſeveral ſlender ligatures acroſs my body, from my arm- 
pits to my thighs.. I could only look upwards ; the ſun be- 
gan to grow hot, and the light offended my eyes. I heard. 


ſee nothing except the ſky. 
- ſomething alive moving on my left leg, which advancing 


Part 1. 


a confuſed noiſe about me; but, in the poſture I lay, could. 
Ia a little time 1 felt 


gently forward over my breaſt came almoſt up to my chin; 
when bending my eyes downward as much as I could, I 


perceived: it to be a human creature not ſix inches high, A 
with a bow and arrow in his hands, and a quiver at his hack; 
In the mean time, I felt at leaſt forty more of the ſame 


kind (as I conjectured) following the firſt. I was in the 


utmoſt aſtoniſhment, and roared ſo loud, that they all ran 


back in a fright ; and ſome of them, as I was afterwards: 
told, were hurt by the falls they. got by leaping from my. 
fides upon the ground, However they ſoon returned, and. 
one of them, who ventured ſo far as to get a full ſight of 
my face, lifting up his hands and eyes by way of admira- 


tion, eried out in a ſhrill but diſtinct voice, Hekinah degul;. 


the others repeated the ſame words ſeveral times, but I. 
then knew not what they meant, I lay. all this while, as 
the reader may believe, in great uneaſineſs; at length, 
ſtruggling to get looſe, I had the fortune to break the 
ſtrings, and wrench out the pegs, that faſtened my left 
arm to the ground; for, by lifung it up to my face, I 
diſcovered the methods they had taken to bind me, and 


at the ſame time, with a violent pull, which gave me ex- 
ceſſive pain, I a little Jooſened the ſtrings that tied down my. 


hair on the left ſide, ſo that I was juſt able to turn my head, 


about two inches. But the creatures ran off a ſecond, 


time, before I could feize them; whereupon there was a 
general ſhout in a very ſhrill accent, and after it ceaſed, I 


heard one of them cry. aloud, Tolgo phonac ; when in an 
inſtant. 1 felt above an hundred arrows diſcharged on my 


left hand, which pricked me like ſo many needles; and be- 
ſides, they ſhot another flight into the air, as we do bombs 


in Europe, whereof many, I ſuppoſe, fell on my. body, 


(tho? I felt them not) and ſome on my face, which I im- 


mediately covered with my left hand. When this ſhower 


of arrows was over, I fell a groaning with grief and pain, 
and then ſtriving again to 125 looſe, they diſcharged 
another 
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another volley larger than the firſt, and ſome of them a. 
tempted: with ſpears to ſtick me in the ſides; but by good 
I thought it the moſt prudent. method to lie (till, and m 
deſign was to continue ſo till night, when, my left hand 
being already looſe, h could eaſily free myſelf: and as for 
| the inhabitants, 1 had, reaſon to believe I might be a 
match for the 'greateſt army they could bring againſt me, 
if they were all of the ſame ſize with him that I aw. But 
fortune diſpoſed otherwiſe of me. When the people ob- 
ſerved 1 was quiet, they diſcharged no more arrows: but 
by the noiſe I heard, I knew their numbers increaſed; and 
about four yards from me, over againſt my right ear, I 
| - heard a knocking for above an hour, like that of people 
at work: when turning my head that way, as well as the 
pegs and ſtrings would permit me, I ſaw a ſtage erected: 
about a foot and an half from the ground, capable of 
holding four of the inhabitants, with two or three ladders; 
to mount it: from whence. one of them, who ſeemed to be 
a perſon of quality, made me a long ſpeech, whereof. I. 
underſtood not one ſyllable, But I ſhould have mention- 
ed, that before the principal perſon began his oration, 
he cried out three times Langro dehul ſan; (theſe words. * 
and the former were afterwards. repeated. and explained: 
to me.), Whereupon immediately about fifty. of the in · 
habitants came and cut the ſtrings that faſtened the left 
ſide of my. head, which gare me the liberty of turning it 
to the right, and of oblerving the perſon and geſture of 
him. that was to ſpeak.. He appeared to be of a middle 
age, and taller than any of the other three who attended 
him, whereof. one was a page that held up his train, ane 
ſeemed to be ſomewhat longer than my middle ſinger; 
the other two ſtood one on each ſide to ſupport him, lie 
acted every part of an oratòr, and. I could obſerve. many 
periods of threatnings, and others of promiſes, pity, and 
kindneſs. I anſwered in a few words, but in the moſt ſub- 
miſſive manner, lifting up my left hand and both my eyes 
to the ſun, as calling him for a witneſs: and. being al- 
moſt famiſhed with hunger, having not eaten a morſel 
for ſome hours before I left the ſhip, 1 found the demands 
of nature ſo ſtrong upon me, that I could not forbear ſnew- 
ing my impatience (perhaps againſt the ſtrict rules of 5 
. | FE CENCY) - 
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cency putting my finger frequently to my mouth, to? 
- 2 I wanted &f food. The Hurgo(for ſo they call 
a great lord, as I afterwards learned) underſtood me very 
well. He deſcended from the ſtage, and commanded that - 
ſeveral ladders: ſhould be applied to:my+{ides, on: Which 2 | $ 
above an hundred of the inhabitants mounted, and Walk- : 
ed towards my mouth, laden with baſkets full of meat, 
which had been provided and ſent thither by the King's 
orders, upon the firſt intelligence he received of me. I ob- 
ſerved there was the fleſh of ſeveral animals, but could not 
diſtingaiſh them by the taſte. There were ſhoulders, legs, 
and-loins, ſhaped like thoſe of-mutton, and very well 
dreſſed, but ſmaller than the wings of a lark. I eat them 
two or three at a mouthful, and took three loaves at a 
time about the bigneſs of muſket bullets. They ſupplied 
me as faſt as they could, ſhewing a thouſand marks of 
wonder and aftomithnient at my bulk and appetite. I 
then made another ſign, that I wanted drink. They found 
by my eating: that a ſmall quantity would not ſuffice me, 
and being a molt ingenious people, they ſlung up with 
great dexterity one of their largeſt hogſheads, then rol- 
led it towards my hand, and beat out the top; I drank. 
it off at a draught, which I might well do, for it did not 
hold half a.pint, and taſted like a ſmall wine of Burgun- 

„ but much more delicious. They brought me a ſecond: 
kopſhead, which I drank in the fame manner, and made 
ſigns for more; but they had no more to give me. When I 
had performed theſe wonders, they ſhouted for joy, and 
danced upon my breaſt, repeating; ſeveral times as they - 
did at firlt, Helinah degul. They made me a fign that 
I ſhould throw down the two hogſheads, but firſt warn- 
ing the people below to ſtand out of the way, crying aloud, 
Borach mevola, and when they ſaw the veſſels in the air, 
there was an univerſal ſhout of *Zetinah degul. 1 confels, 

I was often tempted, while they were preſſing backwards 
and forwards on my body, to ſeize forty or fifty of the 
firſt that came in my reach, and' daſhi them againſt the 
ground. But the remembrance of what I had felt, which. 
probably might not be the worſt they could do, and the 
promiſe of honour I made them, for ſo-1 interpreted my 
ſubmiſſive behaviour, ſoon drove out theſe imaginations. 
Jy I now conſidered TE bound by the toe of 
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hofpitality to a people, who had treated me with ſo much 
expence and magniſicence. However, in my thoughts 
I could not ſufficiently wonder at the intrepidity of theſe 
diminutive mortals,-who durſt venture to mount and walk 
upon my body, while one of my hands was at liberty, 
without trembling at the very ſight of ſo prodigous a crea« 
ture, as I muſt appear to them. Aſter ſome time, when 
they obſerved that I made no more demands for meat, 
there appeared before me a perſon of high rank from his 
Imperial 'Majeſty.— His excellency having mounted on 
the ſmall of my right leg, advanced, forwards up to my 
face, with about a dozen of his retinue. And producing 
his credentials under the fignet royal, which be applied 
- cloſe to my eyes, ſpoke about ten minutes without any 
ſigns of anger, but with a kind of determinate reſolution 3 
ten pointing forwards, which, as I afterwards found, 
was towards the capital city, about half a mile diſtant, 
whither it was agreed by his Majeſty in council that I 
= muſt be conveyed, 1 anſwered in few words, but to no 
7 purpoſe, and made a ſign with my hand that was looſe, 
putting it to the other (but over his Excellency's head for 
fear of hurting him or his train, and then to my own head 
and body; to fignify that I deſited my liberty. It appear= 
ed, that he underſtood me welk enough, for he ſhook big 
head by way of diſapprobation, and held his hand in a 
poſture to ſhew that I muſt be carried as a priſoner; 
However, he made other ſigns to let me underſtand, that 
I-ſhould have meat and drink enough, and very good 
treatment. Whereupon I once more thought of attempt 
ing to break my bonds; but again, when I felt the ſmart of 
their arrows upon my face and hands, which were all in 
bliſters; and many of the darts ſtil} ſticleing in them, and 
obſerving like wiſe that the number of my enemies in- 
ereaſed, I gave tokens to let them know, that they might 
do with me what they pleaſed. Upon this the Hurgo and 
his train withdrew with much civility and chearful coun» 
tenances. Soon after I heard a general ſhout, with fre- 
quent repetitions of the words, Peplom elan, and I felt 
great numbers of people on my left fide relaxing tha 
eords to ſuch a degree, that I was able to turn upon my 41 
| right, and to eaſe myſelf with making water; which! 
MH »E'7 plentiſully did, to the great aſtoniſhment- of eo w 
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people, who corjecturing by my motion whos I wa? 
going to do, immediately yes to the right and left 
on that ſide, to avoid the torrent which fell with ſuch 
noiſe and violence: frum me. But before this they had 
daubed my face and both my hands with a ſort of oint- 
ment very pleaſant to the froell which in a few minutes 
removed all the ſmait of their arrows. Theſe circum- 
ſtances, added to the refreſhment I had received by their 
viduals and drink, which were very nouriſhing, diſpoſed 
me to ſleep. I ſlept about eight hours, as J was aftex» 
wards aſſured; — was no wonder; for the phyſicians, 
by the Emperor 5 arder, had mingled a ſleepy potion in 
the hogſheads of wine. | 
"Ir: ſeems, that, upon 115 n e | 
fleeping on the ground after my Janding, the Emperor 
had early notice 'of it by an expreſs ; and determined in 
council, that I ſhould be tied in the manner I have re- 
| lated, (which was done in the night while I ſlept) that 
Plenty of meat and drink ſhould be ſent to me, and a 
mackme prepared to carry me to the capital 'city. 
Tais refolution perhaps may appear very bold and 
dangerous, and I am confident, would not be imitated by 
any prince in Europe on the like occaſion ; however, in 
my opinion, it was extremely prudent, as well as gene- 
rous; for ſuppoſing thoſe people had endeavoured to 
kill me with their ſpears and arrows while I was aſleep, I 
ſhould certainly have awaked with the firſt ſenſe of ſmart, 
which might ſo: far have rouzed my rage and ſtrength, as 
to have enabled me to break the ſtrings, wherewith I 
was tied; after which, as they were not n to make 
reſiſtance, ſo they could expect no mercy. x. 
Tux sx people are molt excellent machemativians, ned 
arrived to a great perfection in mechanics by the-counte- 
nance and encouragement of the Emperor, who is a re- 
nowned patron of learning. This Prince hath ſeveral ma- 
_ fixed" on wheels for the carriage of trees and other 
weights. He often builds his largeſt men of war, 
? ory oy — are nine feet long, in the woods where the 
timber grows, and has them carried on theſe engines three 
or four hundred yards to the ſea. Five hundred carpen- 
ters and engineers were immediately ſet at work to pre- 
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raiſed inches from the ground, about ſeven feet 
long and four wide, moving upon twenty two wheels. 
The ſhout I heard was upon the arrival of this engine, 
which it ſeems ſet out in four hours after my landing. 
It was brought parallel to me, as I lay. But the principal 
difficulty was to raiſe and place me in this vehicle. Eighty 
poles, each of one foot high, were erected for this pur- 
poſe, and very ſtrong cords of the bigneſs of packthread 
were faſtened by hooks to many bandages, which the 
workmen had girt round my neck, my hands, my body, 
| and my legs. Nine hundred of the ſtrongeſt men were 
| employed to draw up theſe cords by many pullies faſtened 
on the poles; and thus, in leſs than three hours, I was 
raiſed and ſlung into the engine, and there tied faſt, All 
this I was told; for, while the whole operation was per - 
forming, 1 lay in a profound ſleep by the force of that 
ſoporiferous medicine infuſed into my liquor. Fifteen 
hundred of the Emperor's largeſt horſes, each about four 
inches and an half high, were employed to draw me to- 
wards the metropolis, which, as I ſaid, was half a mile 
ABovurT four hours after we began our journey, I a- 
waked by a very ridiculous accident; for the carriage 
being ſtopt a while to adjuſt ſomething that was out of 
order, two or three of the young natives had the curio- 
ſity to ſee how I looked when I was aſleep; they climbed 
up into the engine, and advancing very ſoftly to my face, 
one of them, an officer in the guards, put the ſharp end 
of his half-pike a good way up into my left noſtril, which 
tickled my noſe like a ſtraw, and made me ſneeze vio» 
lently*: whereupon they ſtole off unperceived, and it 
was three weeks before I knew the cauſe of my awaking 
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| ® It has been remarked, that courage in whatever cauſe, tho? 
it ſometimes excites indignation, is never the object of contempt; 
but this appears to be true, only becauſe courage is ſuppoſed to 
im ply ſuperiority : for this officer in the guards becomes extremely 
ridiculous and contemptible, by an act of the moſt daring curio- 
ſity, which ſets him in compariſon with Gulliver; to whom he 
was fo much inferior, that a blaſt of the man-monntain's noſtrils 
_— r. e po life; and if heroiſm itſelf is not proof 
againſt ridiculc, thoſe ſurely are Lilliputians in philoſophy. who 
oonſider ridicule as the teſt of truth. Hawheſ. EY 
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bows and arrows, ready to ſhoot me, if 1 ſhould offer to 
ſlir. The next morning at ſun - riſe we continued our 


march, and arrived within two hundred yards of the 


city · gates about noon. The Emperor, and all his court, 
eame out to meet us, but his great officers would by no 
means ſuffer his Majeſty to endanger his perſon by 
mounting on my body. r e 
Ar the place where the carriage ſtopt, there ſtood an 
ancient temple, eſteemed to be the largeſt in the whole 


kingdom, which, having been polluted ſome years before | 
by an unnatural murder, was, according to the zeal of | 


thoſe people, looked upon as prophane, and therefore had 
been applied to common uſe, and all the ornaments and 
furniture carried away. In this edifice it was determined 
I ſhould lodge. The great gate fronting to the north was 


OK. about four feet high, and almoſt two feet wide, thro* which 


I could eaſily creep. On each fide of the gate was a ſmall 


window, not above fix inches from the ground: into that, 


on the left fide, the King's ſmith conveyed fourſcore and 
eleven chains, like thoſe that hang to a lady's watch in 


Europe, and almoſt as large, which were locked to my left 


leg with ſix and thirty padlocks. Over againſt this temple, 


on the other {ide of the great highway, at twenty feet 


diſtance, there was a turret at leaſt five feet high. Here 
the Emperor aſcended with many principal lords of his 
court to have an opportunity of viewing me, as I was 


told, for I could not ſee them. It was reckoned, that above 


an hundred thouſand inhabitants came out of the town 
upon the ſame errand; and in ſpite of my guards, I be- 
lieve, there could not be fewer than ten thouſand at ſe- 
veral times, who mounted my body by the help of lad- 
ders. But a proclamation was foon iſſued to forbid it 
upon pain of death, When the workmen found it was 


impoſſible for me to break looſe, they cut all the ftrings 


that bound me; whereupon J roſe up with as melan- 
choly a diſpoſition, as ever 1 had in my life. But the 
noiſe and aſtoniſhment of the people at ſeeing me riſe 
and walk are nat to be expreſſed. The chains that held 
my left leg, were about two yards long, and gave me 
: ; : 1 1 el 43 +3 4 FR not 
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| fo ſuddenly, We made a long march the remaining part 
of the day, and reſted at night with five hundred guards 
on each fide of me, half with torches, and half with 
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not only the liberty of walking backwards and forwards 


in a ſemicircle; but being fixed within four inches of the 


gate, allowed me to creep in, and lie at my full length 


* | 
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The E ew of Lilliput, attended by ſroeral of the nobility, | 


comes to fee the author in his confinement. The Emperor's 


"perſon and habit deſcribed. Learned men appointed to 
teach the author their language. He gains favour by 
his mild diſpoſition. His pockets are ſearched, and his 


. 


ſword and piſtols taken from him. | 5 


F7 HEN I found myſelf on my feet, I looked a- 
\ \ bout me, and mult confeſs I never beheld a more 
entertaining proſpect. The country around appeared 


like a continued garden, and the incloſed fields, which 


were generally forty. feet ſquare, reſembled ſo many 
beds of flowers. Theſe fields were intermingled with 


woods of half a ſtang “, and the talleſt trees, as I could 
judge, appeared to be ſeven feet high. I viewed the 


town on my left hand, which looked like the painted 
fcene of a city in a theatre. 33 


4 


1 had been for ſome hours extremely preſſed by the 
neceſſities of nature; which was no wonder, it being al- 
moſt two days ſince I had laſt diſburthened myſelf. I was 
under great difficulties between urgency and ſhame. The 


beſt -expedient J could: think on, was to creep into my 


houſe, which I accordingly did; and ſhutting the gate 


after me, I went as far as the length of my chain would 
ſuffer, and diſcharged my body of that uneaſy load. But 
this was the only time I was ever guilty of fo uncleanly 


an action; for which I cannot but hope the candid reader 


will give ſome allowance, after he hath maturely and im- 
partially conſidered my caſe, and the diſtreſs I was in, 


From this time my conſtant practice was, as ſoon as I' 


roſe, to peform that buſineſs in open air, at the full ex- 
tent of my chain; and due care was taken every morning 
before company came, that the offenſive matter ſhould 
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be carried off in bent been by two ſervants appointed 
for that purpoſe. I would not have dwelt ſo long upon a 
circumſtance, that perhaps at firſt ſight may appear not 
very momentous, if 1 had not thought it neceſſary to 
juſtify my character in point of cleanlineſs to the world; 
which I am told ſome of my maligners have been pleaſed, 
upon this and. other occaſions, to call in queſtion, 

Wu this adventure was at an end, I came back out 
of my houſe, having occaſion for freſh air. The Emperor 
was already deſcended from the tower, and advancing on 
| horſe-back towards me, which had like to have coſt him 
dear; for the beaſt, tho? very well trained, yet wholly | 
unuſed to ſuch a ſight, which appeared as if a mountain 

moved before him, reared up on his hinder feet: but that 
Prince, who is an excellent horſeman, kept his ſeat, till 
his attendants ran in, and held the bridle, - while his 
Majeſty had time to diſmount. When he alighted, he 
ſarveyed me round with great admiration ; bat kept 
beyond the length of my chain. He ordered his cooks 
and butlers, who were already prepared, to give me 
victuals and drink, which they puſhed forward in a ſort of 
vehicles upon wheels, till I could reach them. I took theſe 
vehicles, and ſoon emptied them all ; twenty of them were 
filled with meat, and ten with liquor; each of the former 
afforded me two or three good mouthfuls ; and I emptied 
the liquor of ten veſſels, which was contained in earthen 
vials, into one vehicle, drinking it off at a draught; and 
ſo 1did with the reſt. The Empreſs and young princes 
of the blood of both ſexes, attended by many ladies, fat 
at ſome diſtance in their chairs; but upon the accident 
that happened to the Emperor's horſe, they alighted, and 
came near his perſon, which I am now going to deſcribe.- 


He is taller by almoſt the breadth of my nail than any. 


of his court, which alone is enough to ſtrike an awe 


into the beholders. His features, are ſtrong and maſcu- 
line, with an Auſtrian lip, an arched noſe, his complexion 
olive, his, countenance. ere, his body and limbs well 
proportioned, 2 all his motions graceful, and his deport- 
ment majeſtic, He was then paſt his prime, being 
twenty eight years and three quarters old, of which he 
had reigned about ſeven in great felicity, and generally 


_ viRtorious, For the better convenience of e him 1 


- 


lay on my ſide, ſo that my face was parallel to his, and 
he ſtood but three yards off: however, I have had him 
ſince many times in my hand, and therefore cannot be 
deceived in the deſcription. His dreſs was very plain 
and ſimple, and the faſhion of it between the Aſiatic 
and the European: but he had on his head a light helmet 
of gold, adorned with jewels and a plume on the creſt. 
He held his ſword drawn in his hand to defend himſelf, 
if J ſhould happen to break looſe *; it was almoſt three 
inches long; the hilt and ſcabbard were gold enriched. 
with diamonds. His voice was ſhrill, but very clear and 
articulate, and I could diſtinctly hear it when I ſtood up. 
The ladies and courtiers were all moſt magnificently 
clad, ſo that the ſpot they ſtood upon ſeemed to reſemble 
a petticoat ſpread on the ground, embroidered with fi - 
gures of gold and ſilver. His Imperial Majeſty ſpoke 
often to me, and I returned anſwers; but neither of us 
could underſtand a ſyllable. There were ſeveral of his 
prieſts and lawyers. preſent, (as I conjectured by their 
habits) who were commanded to addreſs themſelyes to 
me, and I ſpoke to them in as many languages as I bad 
the leaſt ſmattering of, which were Hijyh and Low 
Dutch, Latin, French, Spaniſh, Italian, and Lingua 
Franca; but all to no purpoſe. After about two hours 
| the court retired,” and I was left with a ſtrong guard io 
prevent the impertinence, and probably the malice of 
the rabble, who were very impatient to croud about me 
as near as they durſt, and ſome of them had the impu- 
dence to ſhoot their arrows at me, as I fat on the ground 
by the door of my houſe, whereof one very narrowly 
miſſed my left eye. But the colonel ordered ſix of the 
ting leaders to be ſeized, and thought no puniſhment- 
ſo proper as to deliver them bound into my hands; 
which ſome of his ſoldiers accordingly did, puſhing 
: IR IONS S936 3's 2 5 3 02 


The maſculine ſtrength of features, which Gulliver could 
not ſee, till he laid his face upon the ground; and the awful ſus 
periority of ſtature in a being whom he held in his hand; the 
helmet, the plume, and the ſword, are a fine reproof of human 
pride; the objects of which are trifling diſtinctions, whether ol 
perſon or rank; the ridiculous parade and oſtentation of a pigmy; 
which derive not only their origin, but their uſe, from the folly, 
weakneſs, and imperfection of ourſelves and others. Hawkeſ” 
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them forwards with the bat-ends of. their piles into my 
reach: I took them all on my right hand, ꝓut five of 
them into my coat-pocket, and as to the ſixth, I made a 
countenance as if I would eat him alive. The poor man 
ſqualled ternbly, and the colonel and his officers were 
in much pain, eſpecially when they ſaw me take out my. 
penkniſe: but I ſoon put them out of fear; for, look- 
ing mildly, and immediately cutting the ſtrings he was 
bound with, I ſet him gently on the ground, and away 
he ran, I treated the reſt in the fame manner, taking 
them one by one out of my pocket; and I obſerved 
both the ſoldiers and people were highly delighted at 
this mark of my clemency, which was CURE very 
much to my advantage at court. 

TowARDS night I got with ſome Ae into my 
houſe, where I lay on the ground, and continued to do 
ſo about a fortnight; during which time the Emperor 
gave orders to have a bed prepared for me. Six hun- 
dred beds of the common meaſure were brought in car- 
riages, and worked up in my houſe; an hundred and 
fifty of their beds, ſewn together, made up the breadth 
and length; and theſe were four double, which however 
kept mie but very. indifferently from the hardneſs of the 
floor, that was of ſmooth ſtone. By the ſame compu- 
tation they provided me with ſheets, blankets, and co- 
verlets, tolerable enough for one who had been ſo ug 
inured to hardſhips *. | 

As the news of my arrival ſ reed thro the kingdom, it 
brought prodigious numbers of rich, idle, and curious 

people to ſee me; ſo that the villages were almoſt em- 
ptied; and great neglect of rillage and houſhold-affairs muſt 
have enſued, if his Imperial Majeſty had not provided by 

ſeveral lh and ee ſtate againſt this in- 
conveniency. 


Gulliver has obſerved great exaQneſs in the juſt proportion 
and appearance of the ſeveral objeQs thus leſſened and magnified. 
But he dwells too much upon theſe optical deceptions. The 
mind is tired with a repetition of them, eſpecially as he points 
out no beauty nor aſe in ſuch amazing diſcoveries, which might 
have been ſo continued as to have afforded improvement, at the 
ſame time that they gave aſtoniſhment. He too often ſhews an 
indelicacy that is not agrecable, and exerts his vein of humour 
8 moſt improperly in ſome places, where, I am afraid, he pon 
at religion. Orrer ye ; | 
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convenieney. He directed, that thoſe, who had already 
beheld me, ſhould return home, and not preſume to 
come within fifty yards of my houſe without licence 
from court 3 whereby: the focrEturies of ſtate e con- 


- In the mean time the daes held frequent dente 
to debate, what courſe ſhould be taken with me; and 1 
was afterwards aſſured by a particular friend, a perſon of 


great quality, who was as much in the ſecret as any, that 


the court was under many difficulties concerning me. 
They apprehended my breaking looſe; that my diet 
would be very expenſive, and might cauſe 4 famine. 
Sometimes they determined to ſtarve me, or at leaſt to 
ſnoot me in the face and hands with poiſoned arrows, 


which would ſoon diſpatch me; but again they conſider - 
ed, that the ſtench of ſo large a carcaſe might produce 


a plague i in the metropolis, and probably ſpread through 
the whole kingdom. In the midſt of theſe conſultations, 


ſeveral officers of the army went to the door of the great 


council chamber, and two of them being admitted gave 
an account of my behaviour to the fix criminals above - 
mentioned; which made fo favourable an impreſſion in 
the breaſt of his Majeſty, and the whole board, in my 
behalf, that an imperial commiſſion was iſſued out, obli- 


ging all the villages nine hundred yards round the city, to 


deliver in every morning fix beeves, forty ſheep, and o- 
ther victuals for my ſuſtenance ; together with a propor- 
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tionable quantity of bread, and wine, and other liquors; 


for the due payment of which his Majeſty gave affign- 


ments upon his treaſury, For this Prince lives 'chiefly 


upon his own demeſnes, ſeldom, except upon great oc- 


calions, raiſing any ſubſidies, upon his ſubjects, who 


are bound to attend bim in his wars at their own ex- 


pence. An eſtabliſhment was alſo made of fix hundred 


perſons to be my domeftics, who had board wages allowed 


for their maintenance, and tents built for them very con- 
veniently on each ſide of my door. It was likewiſe or- 


dered, that three hundred taylors ſhould make me a ſuit 
of cloaths after the faſhion of the country: that fix of 
his Majelty's greateſt ſcholars ſhould be employed to in- 


n me in e anguage : : and __ that * 
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fits, and was pleaſed to aſſiſt my maſters in teaching me. 
We began already to converſe together in ſome ſort; 


dom. However, that I ſhould be uſed with all kind- 


orders to certain proper officers to ſearch me; for proba- 


a a filver watch, and in the other a ſmall quantity of gold 
in a purſe. Theſe gentlemen, having pen, ink, and paper 


they ſaw, and, when they had done, deſired I would 
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ror's horſes, and thoſe of the nobility, and troops of 
guards, ſhould be frequently exerciſed in my ſight to 
accuſtom themſelves to me. All theſe orders were duly 
put in execution, and in about three weeks I made a 
great progreſs in learning their language : during which 
time the Emperor frequently honoured me with his vi- 


8 1 


and the firſt words I learnt were to expreſs my deſire, 
that he would pleaſe to gire me my liberty, which I 
every day repeated on my knees. His anſwer, as I 
could apprehend it, was, that this muſt be a work of 
time, not to be thought on without the advice of his 
council, and that firſt I muſt /umos kelmin peſſo deſmar lon. 
empoſo ; that is, ſwear a peace with him and his king - 


neſs; and he adviſed me to acquire by my patience | 
and diſcreet behaviour, the good opinion of himſelf and 
his ſubjects. He deſired I would not take it ill, if he gave 


bly I might carry about me ſeveral weapons, which mult 
needs be dangerous things, if they anſwered the bulk of 
fo prodigious a perſon. I ſaid, his Majeſty ſhould be ſa- 
tisfied ; for I was ready to ſtrip myſelf, and turn up. my 
pockets before him. This I delivered part in words, and 
part in ſigns. He replied, that by the laws of the king- 
dom I muſt be ſearched by two of his officers : that he 
knew this could not be done without my conſent and 
aſſiſtance; that he had ſo good an opinion of my genero- 
tity and juſtice, as to truſt their perſons in my hands; that 
whatever they took from me, ſhould be returned when I 
left the country, or paid for at the rate which I would 
ſet upon them. I took up the two officers in my hands, 
put them firſt into my coat-pockets, and then into every 
other pocket about me, except my two fobs, and another 
ſecret pocket, which I had no mind ſhould. be ſearched, 
wherein I had {ome little neceſſaries, that were of no con- 
ſequence to any but myſelf. In one of my fobs there was 
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about them, made an exact inventory, of every thing 
ſet 
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ſet them down, that they might deliver it to the Empe . 
ror. This inventory I afterwards tranſlated into Engliſn, 
and is word for word 22 follows) ih 1 AP | 16455 
Imbrimit, Is: the right coat · pocket of the great man - 
mountain (for ſo I interpret the words Quinbur fgdrin) 
after the ſtricteſt ſearch, we found only one great piece of 
coarſe cloth, large enough to be a foot · cloth for your 
Majeſty's chief room of ſtate. In the left pocket we ſaw 
a huge ſilver cheſt, with a cover of the ſame metal, which 
we the ſearchers were not able to lift. We deſired it 
ſhould be opened, and one of us ſtepping into it, found 
Bhimſelf up to the mid leg in a ſort of duſt, ſome. part 
whereof flying up to our faces, ſet us both a ſneezing for 
= ſeveral times together. In his right wailtcoat pocket we 
found a prodigious bundle of white thin ſubſtances, folded 
one over another, about the bigneſs of three men, tied 
with a ſtrong cable, and marked with black figures; which 
we humbly conceive to be writings, every letter almoſt 
half as large as the palm of our hands. In the left there 
was a ſort of engine, from the back of which were ek, 
tended twenty long poles, reſembling the paliſadoes be · 
fore your Majeſty's court; wherewith we conjecture the 
man-mountain combs his head; for we did not always 
trouble him with queſtions, becauſe we found it a great 
difficulty to make- him underſtand us. In the large 
pocket on the right fide of his middle cover (fo I tranſ- 
late the word Ranfu-lo, by which they meant my 
breeches) we ſaw a hollow pillar of iron, about the 
length of a man, faſtened to a ſtrong piece of timber, 
larger than the pillar; and upon one fide of the pillar 
were huge pieces of iron ſticking out into ſtrange figures, 
which we know not. what to make of. In the left 
pocket another engine of the ſame kind. In the ſmaller * 
ket on the right ſide were ſeveral round flat pie- 
ces of white and red metal of different bulk; ſome of 
the white, which ſeemed to be filyer, were ſo large and 
heavy, that my comrade and I could hardly lift them, 
In the left pocket were two black pillars irregularly 
ſhaped ; we could not without difficulty reach the top of 
them, as we ſtood at the bottom of his pocket. One of 
them was covered, and ſeemed all of a piece: but at 


the upper end of the other there appeared a white round 
; 15 Ps AY LEH ſubſtance, 
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ſubſtance; about twice che bigneſs of our heads. Within 

4 each of theſe was incloſed à prodigious plate of ſteel; 
which, by our orders, we obliged him to ſhew us, be · 
b cauſe we-apprehended they might be dangerous engines. 
He took them out of their caſes, and told us, that in his 
on country his practice was to ſhave his beard with one 

of theſe, and to 15 his meat with the other. There were 
two pockets, which we could not enter: theſe he called 
his fobs; they were two. large ſlits cut into the top of 

his middle cover, but ſqueezed cloſe by the preſſure of 
his belly. Out of the right. fob hung a great ſilver 
chain, with à wonderful kind of engine at - ws bottom. 
We directed him to:draw out whatever was at the end 

of that chain; which appeared to be a globe, half ſilver, 
and half of ſome tranſparent metal: for on the tranſ- 
parent ſide we ſaw certain ſtrange figures circularly, 
drawn, and thought we could touch them, till we found 
our fingers ſtopt by that lucid ſubſtance. He put this 

- engine to our ears, which made an inceſſant noiſe. like 
that of a water- mill: and we conjecture it is either ſome 
unknown animal, or the god that he worſhips ; but we 
are more inclined to the latter opinion, becauſe. he aſſu- 
red us (if we underſtood him right, for he expreſſed 

| himſelf very impefcRtly) that he ſeldom did any thing 
4 without conſulting it. He called it his oracle; and ſaid 
= it pointed out the time for every action of his life N. 
| From the left fob he took out a net almoſt large enough | 
©. 
| 


— 


for a ſiſnerman, but contrived to open and ſhut like a 
purſe, and ſerved him for the ſame uſe: we ſound 
therein ſeveral maſſy pieces of yellow metal, which, if 


7 _ they be real gold, muit be of immenſe value. | 
4  HavinG thus, in obedience to your Majeſty's com- 
mands, diligently ſearched all his pockets, we obſerved. 


. girdle about his waiſt, made of the hide of ſome pro- 
digious animal, from which on the left ſide hung a — 
= the length of five men; and-on the right a bag or 
pouch divided into two 11 each cell capable of hold- 
ing chree of your Oey > an * _ a | 2 cells 

Were 


* 


1 Perhaps the FER intended to expoſe the probable flare 


of opinions derived from the relations of daten by ſheu in 
how little truth need to be miſunderſtood to make . 
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vere ſeveral globes or balls of a moſt ponderous metal 
about the bigneſs of our heads, and required a ſtrong 
hand to lift them: the other cell contained a heap of 
certain black grains, but of no great bulk or weight, for 
we could hold above fifty of them in the palms of our 
Tuts is an exact inventory of what we found about 
the body of the zuan mountain, who uſed us with great 
civility, and due reſpect to your Majeſty's conn hog. 
| Signed and ſealed, on the fourth day of the cighty ninth 
moon af your Majeſty's auſpicious. teig. 
„3%; ᷑ -R ein eln, Mark Freice:: 
Wnxkx this inventory was read over to the Emperor, 
he directed me, altho' in very gentle terms, to deliver 
up the ſeveral particulars. - He firſt called for my ſcymi- 
ter, which I took out, ſcabbard and all. lu the mean 
time he ordered three thouſand of his choiceſt troops 
(who then attended him) to ſurround me at a diſtance, 
with their bows and arrows juſt ready to diſcharge: but 
I did not obſerve. it, for mine eyes were wholly fixed; 
== upon his Majeſty. | He then defired me to draw my 
ſcymiter; which altho' it had got ſome ruſt by the fea» 
water, was in molt parts exceeding; bright. I did ſo, 
and immediately all the troops gave a ſhout between 
terror and ſurprize; for the ſun ſhone clear, and the 
reflection dazzled their eyes, as I waved: the ſcymiter to 
and fro in my hand. His Majeſty, who is a molt mag - 
nanimous prince , was leſs daunted than I could ex- 
pect; he ordered me to return it into the ſcahbard, and 
caſt it on the ground, as gently: as I could, about {ix feet 
from the end of my chain. The next thing he de- 
manded, was one of the hollow iron pillars; by which N 
he meant my pocket - piſtols. I drew it out, and at his .- 
deſire, as well as I could, expreſſed to him the uſe of itz 1 
and charging it only with powder, which by the cloſe- 
neſs of my pouch happened to eſcape wetting in 50 


le who does not find himſelf diſpoſed to honour this mag- 
nanimity ſhould reflect, that a right to judge of moral and intel- 

lectual excellence is, with great abſurdity and injuſtice, arrogated 

by him who admires, in a being ſix feet high, any qualities that 

he deſpiſes in one whoſe ſtature does not exceed ſix inches. 

| . 10 f.. 


The aſtoniſnment here was much greater than at the 
ſight of my ſcymiter. Hundreds fell down, as if they 


Kel food his ground, could not recover himſelf in ſome 


| ue wy be kept from fray” for it would kindle with the 


_ 


| his talleſt yeomen of the guards, to bear it on a pole 


may well imagine without my fepeating; altho* indeed 
I cold not very perfectly underſtand them.“ I then 


1 ſtores ; but the reſt of my goods were returned me: 
Which eſcaped their ſearch, wherein there was a pair of 


conveniencies; which being of no conſequence to the 


could eaſily diſcern; for their ſight is much more aeute 
than ours: he aſked the opinions of his learned men a- 


30 1 v As E. hes 
ſea (an inconvenience againſt which all prudent mariners 


take ſpecial care to provide) T firſt cautioned the Empe- 
ror not to be afraid, and then I let it off in the air. 


had been ſtruck dead; and even the Emperor, altho' 
I delivered up both my piſtols in the ſame man- 


ner prong I had done my ſcymiter, and then my pouch 
of powder and bullets ; begging him that the former 


ſmalleſt ſpark, and blow up his imperial palace into the 
air. 1 likewiſe delivered up my watch, which the Em- 
was very eurious to ſee, and commanded two of 


upon their ſhoulders, as dray-men in England do a bar - 
rel of ale. He was amazed at the continual noiſe it 
made, and the motion of the minute-hand; which he 


bout it, which were various and remote, as the reader 


gave up my ſilver and copper money, my purſe with 
nine large pieces of gold, and ſome ſmaller ones; my 
knife and razor, my comb and ſilver ſnuff- box, my 
handkerchief and journal book. My ſcymiter, piſtols, 
and pouch were conveyed in carriages to his 3 s 


1 nad, as I before obſerved; one private pocket 


ſpectacles (which I ſometimes uſe for the weakneſs of 
mine eyes) a pocket perſpective, and ſome other little 


Emperor, I did pot think myſelf bound in honour to diſ- 


cover, and I apprehended they might be loſt or n 
ifT ok them out of my poſſeſſion. 
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7 in a very uncommon manner. The diverſions of 55 
"the court Lillipur deſcribæd. "The author hath A 
OY granted: him _ certain am 001 wo 1 
Y gentleneſs aug wry behbviowr had geg fo 
far on the Emperor and his'court; and indeed up- 
on the army, and people in general, that 1 began to 
conceive hopes of getting my liberty in a ſhort time. 1 1 
took all poſſible methods to cultivate this favourable diſ- 1 
poſition. The natives came by degrees to be leſs ap- 
prehenſire of any danger from me. I would ſometimes 
lie down, and let ſive or ſix of them dance on my hand- 
and at laſt the boys and girls would venture to come and 
play at hide and ſeek in my hair. I bad now made a 
good progreſs in underſtanding and ſpeaking their lan- 
guage. The Emperor had a mind one day to entertain 
me with ſeveral of the country ſhows, wherein they ex- 
ceed all nations I have known both fer dexterity and 
magnificence. I was diverted with none ſo much as that 
the 1 performed upon a ſlender white thread, 
extended about two foot and twelve inches from the 
ground. Upon which I ſhall deſire N of with the 
reader's patience, to enlarge a little, 
Tuts diverſion is only practiſed by thoſe perſons who 
are candidates for great employments, and high favour at 
court. They are trained in this art from their youth, 
and are not always of noble birth, or liberal education. 
When a great office is vacant either by death or diſgrace 
(which 1— happens) ſive or fix of thoſe candidates 
petition the Emperor to entertain his Majeſty and the 
court with a dance on the rope, and whoever jumps the 
higheſt without falling, ſucceeds in the office. Very often 
the chief miniſters themſelves are commanded to ſhew-' 
their ſkill, and to convince the Emperor, that they have 
not loſt their faculty, Flimnap, the treaſurer, is allowed 
to cut a caper on the ſtrait rope, at leaſt an inch higher © 
than wy other lord in the: ea, empire. 1 have {cen him- 
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er, fixed on a rope, which is no thicker than a common 
packthread in England. My friend Reldreſal, principal 
| ſecretary for private affairs, is, in my opinion, if I am not 
partial, the ſecond meer mn ae dankee g 
great officers are much upon a pa. 
Tus diverſions are often — wick fatal acci- 
| dents, whereof great numbers are on record. I myſelf 
have ſeen two or three candidates break a limb. But the 
danger is much greater, when the miniſters themſelves 
are commanded to ſhew their dexterity ; for, by contend- 
ing to excel themſelves and their fellows, they ſtrain ſo 
far, that there is hardly one of them, who hath not re- 
ceived a fall, and ſome of them IG} or three. I was 
aſſured, that a year or two before my arrival, Flimnap 
would infallibly have broke his neck, if one of the King's 
| cuſhions, that accidentally; lay on the ground, * not 
weakened the force of his fall. 
Turan is likewiſe another diverſion, which is ee 
ſhewn before the Emperor and Empreſs, and firſt mi- 
niſter upon particular occaſions. The Emperor lays on 
the table Ro fine ſilken threads of fix inches long; one 
is blue, the other red, and the third green. Theſe threads 
are propoſed as prizes for thoſe perſons, whom the Em- 
peror hath a mind to diſtinguiſh by a peculiar mark of his 
favour, The ceremony is performed in his-Majeſty's great 
chamber of (tate, where the candidates are to undergo a 
trial of dexterity very different from the former, and 
ſuch as 1 have not obſerved the leaſt! reſemblance of in 
any other country of the old or new world. The Em- 
peror holds a ſtick in his hands, both ends parallel to the 
horizon, while the candidates advancing, one by one, 
ſometimes leap over the ſlick, ſometimes creep under it 
backwards. and forwards ſeveral times, according as the 
ſtick is advanced or depreſſed. Sometimes the Emperor 
holds one end of the flick, and his firſt miniſter the other; 
ſometimes the miniſter has it entirely to himſelf. Who- 
' ever performs: his part with moſt agility, and holds out 
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- * Summerſer, or ſommerfault, a gambo} of a tumbler, 3 
which he ſprings up, turns heels over head in the 1 
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the longeſt in leaping and creeping, is re warded with the 


blue-coloured ſilk, the red is given to the next, and the 
green to the third; which they all wear girt twice round 
about the middle; and you ſee few great petſons about 
this court, who are not adorned with one of theſe girdles. 
Tux horſes of the army, and thoſe of the royal tables, 
having been daily led before me, were no longer ſhy, but 
would come up to my very feet without ſtarting. The 
riders would leap them over my hand, as I held it on 
the ground; and one of the Emperor's huntſmen upon 
a a large courſer, took my foot, ſhoe and all; Which was 
indeed a prodigious. leap. I had the good fortune to di- 
vert the Emperor one day after a very extraordinary man- 
ner. I deſired he would order feyeral ſticks of two feet 
high, and the thickneſs of an ordinary cane, to be brought 
me; whereupon his Majeſty commanded the maſter of his 
woods to give directions accordingly, and the next morn- 
ing ſix woodmen arrived with as many carriages, dran 
by eight horſes to each. I took nine of theſe ſticks, and 
fixing them firmly in the ground in à q adrangular figure, 
two; feet and a half ſquare, 1 took four other ſticks, and 
tied them parallel at each corner about two feet from the 
ground; then I faſtened my handkerchief to the nine {ticks 
that ſtood erect; and extended it on all ſides, till it was ; 
| tight as the top of a drum; and the four parallel ſticks, _ 
riſing about five inches higher than the handkerchief, ſer · 
ved as ledges on each ſide. When I had finiſhed my work, 
I defired the Emperor to let a troop of his beſt horſe, 
twenty four in number, come and exerciſe upon this plain. 
His Majeſty approved of the propoſal, and I took them 
vp one by one in my hands, ready mounted and armed, 
| _ With the proper officers to exerciſe them, As ſoon as theß 
got into order, they divided into two parties, performed 
mock. ſkirmiſhes, diſcharged blunt arrows, drew their 
ſwords, fled and purſued, attacked and retired, and in 
ſhort diſcovered the belt military diſcipline I ever beheld. 
The parallel ſticks ſecured them and their horſes from 
falling over the ſtage; and the Emperor was ſo much de- 
lighted, that he ordered this entertainment to be repeat-! 
ed ſeveral days, and once was pleaſed to be lifted up, and 
give the word of command; and, with great difuculty:) | 
perluaded even the Empreſs herſelf to let me hold he 3 
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in her cloſe chair within two yards of the ſtage, from 
whence ſhe was able to take a full view of the whole per- 
formance. ' It was my good fortune, that no ill accident 
happened in theſe entertainments; only once a fiery horſe, 
that belonged to one of the captains,” pawing with his 
hoof ſtruck a hole in my handkerchief, and his foot ſlip- 
ping he overthrew his rider and himſelf; but 1 wing 

ately relieved them both, and covering the hole with 
one hand, I ſet down the troop with the other, in the 
ſame manner as I took them up. The horſe that fell was 
ſtrained in the leſt ſhoulder, but the rider got no hurt, 
and I repaired my handkerchief as well as I could; how- 
ever, I would not truſt to the . a it wy more in 
ſuch dangerous enterprizes. 

ABOUT two or three days before I was ſet at liberty, 
as I was entertaining the court with this kind of feats, 
there arrived an expreſs to inform his Majeſty, that ſome 

of his ſubjects, riding near the place where I was firſt 
taken up, had ſeen a great black ſubſtance lying on the 
ground, very oddly ſhaped, extending its edges round as 
wide as his Majeſty's bed-chamber, and riſing up in the 
middle as high as a man; that it was no living creature, 
as they had firſt apprehended, for it lay on the graſs with- 
out motion; and ſome of them had walked round it 
ſeveral times; that by mounting upon each other's ſnoul- 
ders, they bad got to the top, which was flat and even, 
and, ſtamping upon it, they found it was hollow within; 
that they humbly conceived it might be ſomething belong- 
ing to the nan mountain; and, if his Majelty pleaſed, 
they would undertake to bring it with only five horſes, 
1 preſently knew what they meant, and was glad at heart 
to receive this intelligence, It ſeems, upon my firſt reach- 
ing the ſhore after our ſhipwreck, I was in ſuch confuſion, 
that, before I came to the place where I went to ſleep, 
my hat, which I had faſtened with a ſtring 10 my head 
while I was rowing, and had ſtuck on all the time I was 
ſwimming, fell off after I came to land; the ſtring, as I 
conjecture, breaking by ſome accident, which I ever ob- 
ſerved, but thought my hat had been loſt at ſea. I in- 
treated his Imperial Majeſty to give orders, it might be 
brought to me as ſoon as poſſible, deſcribing to him the 
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arrived with it, but not in a very good condition; they 
had bored two holes in the brim within an inch and an 
half of the edge, and faſtened two hooks in the holes: 
theſe hooks were tied by a long cord to the harneſs, and 
thus my hat was dragged along for above half an Engliſh 
mile; but the ground in that country being extremely: 
ſmooth and level, it received leſs damage than I expected. 

Two days after this adventure the Emperor, having _ 
ordered that part of his army, which quarters in and a- 
bout his metropolis, to be in a readineſs, took a fancy of 
diverting himſelf in a very ſingular manner. He deſired: 
1 would ſtand like a colgſus, with my legs as far aſunder 
as I conveniently could. He then commanded his general 
(who was an old experienced leader, and a great patron 

of mine) to draw up the troops in cloſe order, and march 
them under me; the foot by twenty four in a breaſt, and 
the horſe by ſixteen, with drums beating, colours flying, 
and pikes advanced. This body conſiſted of three thou- . 
ſand foot, and a thouſand horſe. His Majeſty gave orders, 

N upon pain of death, that every ſoldier in his march ſhould 

obbſerve the ſtricteſt decency with regard to my perſon; 
_ which however could not prevent fome of the younger 
officers from turning up their eyes, as they paſſed under 
me: and, to confeſs the truth, my breeches were at that 
nme in fo ill a condition, that they afforded ſome op- 

portunities for laughter and admiration, 7 

I had ſent ſo many memorials and petitions 'for my 
liberty, that his Majeſty at length mentioned the matter 
firſt in the cabinet, and then in a full council; where it 

was oppoſed by none, except Skyreſh Bolgolam, who 
was pleaſed, without any provocation, to be my mortal 
enemy. But it was carried againſt him by the whole 
board, and confirmed by the Emperor. That miniſter was 
galbet, or admiral of the realm, very much inhis'maſler's 

confidence, and a perſon well verſed in affairs, but of a 

moroſe and ſour complexion. However, he was at length 
perſuaded to comply; but prevailed that the articles and 
conditions upon which I ſhould be ſet free, and to which 

I mult ſwear, ſhould be drawn up by himſelf. Theſe articles 

were brought to me by Skyreſh Bolgolam in perſon, at- 
tended by two under · ſecretaries, and ſeveral perſons of 
diſtinction. After they were read, I was demanded to 
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ſwear tothe performance of them; ſirſt in the manner —7 
my own country, and afterwards in the method preſcri- 
bed by their Jaws, which was to hold my right foot in my. 
left hand, and to place the middle finger of my right 
hand on the crown of my head, and my thumb on the 
ip of my right ear. But becauſe the reader may be cu- 
rious to have ſome idea of the ſtyle and manner of ex- 
=. - preffion peculiar to that people, as well 2 to know the 
articles upon which. I recovered my liberty, 1 have made: 

_ tranſlation of the whole inſtrument word for word, as 

gear as 1 was able, which I here offer to the public. 

. Golbafto\Momaren Eulame Gurdilo Shefſm Mr ully Ul-. 
hy Cue, Moſt Mighty Emperor of Lilliput, delight and 
terror of the univerſe, whoſe dominions extend five thou- 
land 6lu/irugs (about twelve miles in circumference) to the 
extremities of the globe; Monarch of all Monarchs, tall- 
er than thè ſons of men; whoſe feet preſs down to the 
center, and whoſe head ſtrikes againſt the ſun; at whoſe 
nod the princes of the earth ſhake their knees; pleaſant as 
the ſpring, comfortable as the ſummer, fruiefol as autumn, 

Fgreadful as winter. His moſt Sublime Majeſty. propoſeth 
to the man:muntain, lately arrived at our celeſtial do- 
minions, the following articles, which by a folemn oath 
be ſhall be obliged to perform. 
- tft, TH tr 11a mountain ſhall not depart Holy: our dos 
minions without our licence under our great ſeal. _ 
2d, He ſhall not preſume to come into our metropolis 
enn our expreſs order; at which time the inhabitants 
mall have two hours warning to keep within doors. 
t 34d, The ſaid man- mountain ſhall conſine his walks to 
dur principal high roads, and not offer to walk or . 
daun in 4 meadow dr field of corn. 
„ 40, As he walks the ſaid roads, he ſhall take 5 ats | 
moſt care not to trample upon the bodies of any of our 
loving ſubjects, their horſes, or carriages, nor take any 
of out ſubjects into his hands without their own conſent, 
3 _ bc:5th;-IÞ an expreſs requires extraordinary diſpatch, the 
=  'mranmauntain ſhall be obliged to carry in his pocket the 
1 meſſenger and horſe a ſix: days journey once in every 
moon, abd return the ſaid meſſenger back of fo 9 7 0 
W- red) ſafe to our Imperial preſence. 
= 0 3 ſhall be our vo againſt our b in the 


; of leiſure, be aiding and aſſiſting to our workmen, in help. 
ing to raiſe certain great ſtones,” towards covering the 
wall of the principal park and other our royal buildings. 
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iſland of Ble fuſcu &, and do his utmoſt to d eſtroy 


fleet, which is now preparing to invade us. 
tb, Tnar the ſaid man- mountain ſhall, at ae 


876, Tar the faid man -· mountain ſhall, in two moons 
time, deliver i in am exact ſurvey of the circumference of 


our dominions by. a computation of his own paces round . 


the coaſt. | 
'Lafth, tory} on his ſolemn oath to obſerve all the 


| above articles, the faid man- mountain ſhall have a daily 


allowance of meat and drink ſufficient for the ſupport of 
1724 of our ſubjects, with free acceſs to our royal per- 
ſon, and other marks of our fayour. Given at our palace 
at Belfaborac, the twelfth day of the a; frſt moon 
of our reign... 


I ſwore and ſubſcribed to hel? articles with great 


chearfulneſs and content, altho' ſome of them were hot 


ſo honourable as I could have wiſhed; which proceeded | 


wholly from the malice of Skyreſh Bolgolam, the high 


admiral : whereupon my chains were immediately -unlock* 
ed, and I was at full liberty. The Emperor himſelf: in 


perſon did me the honour to be by at the whole ceremony. 


I made my acknowlegements by proſtrating myſelf at 
his Majeſty's feet: but he commanded me to riſe; and 
after many gracious expreſſions, which, to avoid the 


cenſure of vanity, 1 ſhall not repeat, he added, that he 
hoped I ſhould prove a uſeful ſervant, and well deferve 
all the favours he had already conferred upon One: or 
| might do for the future. LOL 


Tu reader may pleaſe to obſerve, that in as Jap 


article for the recovery of my liberty, the Emperor ſti⸗ 
pulates to 4922 me a quanity of meat and onok: fuffi- 
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. 1 his deſcription 11 Lallpur the author 1 to WU 18 


: had Eugland more immediately in view. In his deſcciption o 


Blefuſcu, he ſeems to intend the people and kingdom of France 
Tet the allegory between theſe nations is frequently interrupted, ä 
and ſcarce any where complete. Several juſt ſtrokes of ſatire ace. 

ſcattered here and there upon errors in yl MY oF our 17 912 


| vernmeut. Orrery. 
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os 1 the fi por of 1724 Lilhputians. Some. time 
after alking a Hiese at court, how they came to fix on 
that determinate number; he told me, that his Majeſty's 
mathematicians having taken the height of my body by 
the help of 2 quadrant, and finding it to exceed theirs i in 
ihe proportion of twelve to one, they concluded ſrom t 
milaxity of their bodies, that mine muſt contain at le 
1724 of theirs, and conſequently would airy as much 
food as was neceſſary to ſupport that number of Lilli mor 
ans. By which the reader may conceive an idea 0 
ingenuity of that people, as well as the. * and 
exact oeconomy of ſo great a Prince. 5 | 


* 
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And, the metrepolis of Lilliput, de 1 ended, e 
with the Emperor's palace. A converſation between the . 
Fla in and a principal ſecretary concerning. the affairs 
. of" that empire. The author s N to RY the Em- 
Here in bis wars. ; 
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HE fuſt REP! L Wee 1 1 had obtained my 
1 liberty, was, that I might have licence to ſee Mil- 
| Jendo, the metropolis ; which the Emperor eaſily grant· 
ed me, but with a ſpecial charge to do no hurt either to 
the inhabitants or their houſes. The people had notice 
by proclamation of my deſign to viſit the town. The wall, 
which engompaſſed it, is two feet and an half high, and 
at leaſt eleyen inches broad, ſo that a coach and horſes may 
be driven very ſafely round it; and it is flanked” with 
ſtrong towers at ten feet diſtance, . 1 ſtept over the great 
weſtern gate, and paſſed very gently, and ſideling, thro? 
the two. principal ſtreets, only in my ſhort waiſt- coat, 
for fear of damaging the roofs and eves of the houſes 
with the ſkirts of my coat. I walked with the utmoſt 
circumſpection to avoid treading on any ſtragglers, who 
mipht remain in the ſtreets; altho' the orders were very 
ſtrict, that all people ſhould keep in their houſes at their, 
- own. peril, The garret-windows and tops of houſes were 
| fo crouded with ſpectators, that I thought in all my tra» 
vels I had not ſeen a more populous place. The city is 
an exact m__ each ed of the wall denne five e 
Fr dre 
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dred fect lang, The, twa great leet. Patch an e: 
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and divide it into four quarters, arg five feet wide. Te 

laces and alleys, which I could not enter, but only views. 
ed them as 1 paſſed, are from twelve to cighteen, inches. 

The town is capable of holding five ON 


me two great ſtreets meet. It is ipdoſed by a wall of - | 


rd court 
| is a ſquare. of forty feet, and includes two other courts: * 


3 


and, lying down ts 


a> : "> 
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d. There I ſau the Empreſs and the young Princes 
in their ſeveral lodgings with their chief attendants about 
them, Her Imperial Majeſty was pleaſed to ſmile very 
agar Þ 5 me, _and gave me out of the window 
her 
Bor I ſhall pf ROI the EPs with farther de- 
ſcriptions of this kind, becauſe 1 reſerve them for a 
greater work, which is now almoſt ready for the preſs, 
containing a general delcription' of this "Empire, from its 
firſt erectlon through a long ſeries of princes, with a par- 

ticular account of their wars and. politics, laws, learning, 
and religion, their plants and animals, their peculiar man- 
ners and cuſtoms, with other matters very curious and 
uſeful ; my chief deſigu at preſent being only to relate 
ſach events, and tranſactions, as happened to the public 
or to myſelf,” during a reſidence of about nine mouths in 
that empire, 

Ont morning, about a Soitoiohe FO I bad OI 
my liberty, Reldreſal, principal ſecretary (as they ſtile 
him) for private affairs, came to my houſe attended only 
by one ſervant. He He ordered his coach to wait at a di- 
| ance, and deſired 1 would give him an hout's audience; 
which I readily conſented to, on account of his quality 
and perſonal merits, as well as of the many good offices 
he had done me during my ſollicitations at court. I of- 
fered to fie down, that he might the more conveniently 
reach my ear; but he choſe rather to let me hold him in 
my hand duriog our converſation. He began with com- 
pliments on my liberty; ſaid, he might pretend to ſome 
merit in it: but however added, that, if it had not been for 
the preſent ſituation of things at court, perhaps I might 
not have obtained it ſo ſoon. For, ſaid he, as flouriſhing 
' a condition as we may appear to be in to foreigners, we 
labour under two mighty evils; a violent faction at home, 
and the danger of an invaſion by a moſt potent enemy from 
abroad. As to the firſt, you are to-underſtand; that for 
above ſeventy moons paſt there have been two ſtruggling | 
parties in this empire, under the names of Tramecleſan, 
__ Slameckſan®, from the bar. omg oy ny of their 
| ſhoes, 


-* Bib ck mn Tou:Church, (ot Whig and 1 As every 
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ſhoes, by which they diſtinguiſh themſclyes.. It is alledg - 
ed, indeed, that the high heels are moſt agreeable to our 
antient conſtitution; but, however this be, his Majeſty 
hath determined to make uſe only of low; heels in the ad. 
miniſtration of the government, and all offices in the gift} 
of the crown, as you capnat but obſeryet and partioularly, 
that his Majeſty's imperial heels ate lower atleaſt, by a 
drurr than any of his court (drurr is a męaſure about the 
fourteenth part of an inch,) The animoſities between 
theſe two parties run fo high, that they will neither eat. 
nor drink, nor talk with each other. We, compute the 
Trameckſan, or high · heels, to exceed us in number; but 
the power is wholly on our fide. ; We apprehend his im- 
perial Highneſs, the heir to the crown, t have ſome ten 
dency towards the high-heels z7 at deaſt,..we,can plainly. 
diſcover, that one of his; heels is higher than the other, 
which gives him a bobble in his gate. Nom, in the midſt, 
of theſe inteſtine, diſquiets we are thteatened with an in 
vaſion from the iſland of Blefuſcu, Which is the other 
great empire of the univerſe, almoſt as large and power - 
ful as this of his Majeſty. Fot, as to what we have heard 
you affirm, that there are other kipgdomg and [Hates in 
the world inhabited by human creatures as large as vνỹ 
ſelf, our philoſophers are in much doubt, and would ra- 
cher conjecture that you dropped from the moon, or n, 
of the ſtars; becauſe it is certain, that an hundred mortals 
of your bulk would in a ſhort time deſtroy all the frutg 
and cattle of his Majeſty's, dominions: beſides, our hiſto⸗- 
ries of ſix thouſand moons make no mention of any o: 
ther regions, than the two great empires of - Liliput and 
Blefuſcu. Which two mighty powers have, as I was go+ 
ing to tell you, been engaged in a moſt, obſtinate war for | 
ſix and thirty moons paſt. It began upon the following 
occaſion: it is allowed on all hands, that the primitive 
way of breaking eggs, before we eat them, was upon the 
larger end; but his preſent Majeſty's grandfather, while 
he was a boy, going to cat an egg, and breaking i ac 
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ances, is by this work rendered 2 contemptible; fo 
ſpeculative differences are ſhewn to be equally rigicuk as when 
the zeal with which they are oppoſed and. defended, too much | 
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thouſand of our beſt ſeamen and ſoldiers; and the damage 


„ a7 Y'of act mt 


cording to the iticient practice, happened to cut one of 
his fingers. Whereupon the Emperor, his father, publiſh- 
ed an edict, commanding all his ſubjects, upon great pe- 


nalties, tobreak the ſmaller end of weir eggs. The people 


ſo highly reſented this law, that our hiſtories tell us, there 
have been ſix rebellions raiſed on that account; wherein 


one Emperor loſt his life, and another his crown. Theſe 


civil commotions were conſtantly fomented by the Mo- 
narehs of Blefuſcu; and, when they were quelled, the ex- 
iles always fled for refuge to that empire. It is computed 
that eleven thouſand perſons have at ſeveral times ſuffered 
death, rather than ſubmit to break their eggs at the 
ſmaller end: Many hundred large volumes have been gu- 
bliſhed upon this controverſy ; but the'books of the Big - 
endians have been long forbidden, and the whole party 


rendered incapable by law of holding employments. Du- 


ring the courſe of theſe troubles,” the Emperors of Blefa- 


ſcu did frequently expoltulate by their ambaſſadors, accu- 
_ ſing us of mak ing a ſchiſm in religion by offending againſt 


a fundamental doctrine of our great [os pro Luſtrog, in 
the fifty fourth chaprer of the'Blundecral (which is their 


Alcoran.) This however is thought to be à mere ſtrain 


upon the text; for the words are theſe : That all true bo- 
levers break their cog at the convenient end. And which 
is the convenient end, ſeems in my humble opinion to 
be left to every man's conſcience; or at leaſt i in the power 
of the chief magiſtrate to determine. Now, the Big-en- 
dian exiles have found ſo much credit in the Emperor of 


Blefuſcu's' court, and ſo much private aſſiſtance and en- 


couragement' from their party here at home, that a 
blootly war hath been carried on between the two empires 
for ſix and thirty moons, with various ſacceſs; during 
which time we have loſt forty capital ſhips, and 'a much 
greater number of ſmaller veſfels, together- with thirty 


received by the enemy is reckoned to be ſomewhat great - 


er than ours. However, they have now equipped a 
numerous fleet, and are juſt preparing to make a deſcent 


upon us; and his Imperial Majeſty, placing great con- 
fidence i in your valour and ſtrength, hath commanded 


me t6 lay this acount of his affairs before you. 
1 * the ROT to preſent my bumble * 70 
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the Emperor, and to let him know, that I thqught it 
would not become me, who was a foreigner, to interfere 
| with parties; but I was ready, with the hazard of my 

life, to defend his perſon and tate againſt all invaders“ 


48 
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The author, by an extraordinary firatagem, prevents an 
invaſion. A high title of honour is conferred upon him. 
Ambaſſadors arrive from the Emperor of Bleſuſcu, and 
fue for peace. The Empreſs's apartment on fire by an "i 
accident: the author inſtrumental in ſaving the reſt of oi 


HE empire of Blefuſcu is an iſland, ſituated to the ̃ 
north · eaſt ſide of Lilliput, from whence it is parted 9 
only by a channel of eight hundred yards wide. I had 1 
not yet ſeen it, and upon this notice of an intended in- 
vaſion, I avoided appearing on that ſide of the coaſt, for 
fear of being diſcovered by ſome of the enemy's ſhips, 
who had received no intelligence of me, all intercourſe 
between the two empires having been ſtrictly forbidden 
during the war upon pain of death, and an embargo laid 
by our Emperor upon all veſſels whatſoever. I commu- 
nicated to his Majeſty a project I had formed of ſeizing 
the enemy's whole fleet: which, as our ſcouts aſſured us, 
lay at anchor in the harbour ready to ſail with the firſt 
fair wind. I conſulted the moſt experienced ſeamen up- 
on the depth of the channel, which they had often plum- 
med; who told me, that in the middle at high - water it 
was ſeventy glumgluffs deep, which is about fix feet of 
European meaſure; and the reſt of it fifty glumgluſfi at 
molt, 1 walked towards the north · eaſt coaſt, over · againſt 2 
Blefuſcu ; where, lying down behind a hillock, I took out 
„„ 5 | Tas © " 
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Gulliver, without examining the ſubj ect of diſpute; readily 
engaged to defend the Emperor againſt an invaſion; becauſe he „ 
knew, that no ſuch monarch had a right to invade the dominions H 
ef another, tho? for the propagation of trath” Hawke. 3 
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about as thick as pack · thread, and the bars of the length 
and ſize of a knitting-needle. I trebled the cable to 
make it ſtronger, and for the ſame reaſon I twiſted three 


ded with what haſte I could, and ſwam in the middle a- 
bout thirty yards, till I felt ground; I arrived at the fleet 


thirty thouſand ſouls: 1 then took my tackling, and 
faſtening a hook to the hole at the prow of each, I tied 


ny of which ſtuck in my hands and face; and, beſides the 


ſhould have infallibly Joſt, if I had not ſuddenly thought 
of an expedient, I kept among other little neceſſaries a 


© noſe, and thus armed went on boldly with my work in 


hand began to pull; but not a ſhip would ſtir, for they 
eſt part of my enterprize remained. I therefore let go 
ſolutely cut with my knife the cables that faſtened the 
and hands; then I took up the knotted end of the cables, 


„% A A E Pats, | 
my ſmall perſpective glaſs, and viewed the enemy's fleet 
at anchor, conſiſting of about fifty men ef war, and a great 
number of tranſports; I then came back to my houſe, and 
gave orders (for which I had a warrant) for a great quan- 
tity of the ſtrongeſt cable and bars of iron. The cable was 


of the iron-bars together, bending the extremities into a 
hook. Having thus fixed fifty hooks to as many cables, 
I went. back to the north · eaſt coaſt, and putting off my 
coat, ſhoes, and ſtockings, walked into the ſea in my lea- 
thern jerken about half an hour before high- water. I wa- 


in leſs than half an hour. The enemy was ſo frighted 
when they ſaw me, that they leaped out of their ſhips, 
and ſwam to ſhore, where there could not be fewer than 


all the cords together at the end. While I was thus em- 
ployed, the enemy diſcharged ſeveral thouſand arrows, ma- 


exceſſive ſmart, gave me much diſturbance in my work. 
My greateſt apprehenſion. was for mine eyes, which I 


pair of ſpectacles in a private pocket, which, as I obſer- 
ved before, had eſcaped the Emperor's ſearchers. Theſe 
I took out and faſtened as ſtrongly as I could upon my 


ſpight of the enemy's arrows, many of which ſtruck a- 
gainſt the glaſſes of my ſpectacles, but without any other 
effect, farther than a little to diſcompoſe them. I had 
now faſtened all the hooks, and taking the knot in my 
were all too faſt held by their anchors, ſo that the bold- 
the cord, and leaving the hooks fixed to the ſhips, I re- 


anchors, receiving above two hundred ſhots in my face 


to 
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to which my hooks were tied,” and with great caſe drew 


fifty of the enemy's largeſt men of war after me. 


Tux Blefuſcudians, who had not the leaſt imagination 
of what I intended, were at firſt confounded with aſto · 


niſhment. They had ſeen me cut the cables, and thought 


my deſign was only to let the ſhips run a- driſt, or fall { 


foul on each other: but, when they perceived the whole 


fleet moving in order, and ſaw me pulling at the end, 
they ſet up ſuch a ſcream of grief and deſpair, as it is al- 
molt impoſſible to deſcribe or conceive. When I had got 


du of danger, I ſtopt a while to pick out the arrows 


that ſtuck in my hands and face; and rubbed on ſome of 
the ſame ointment that was given me at my firlt arrival, 
as I have formerly mentioned. I then took off my ſpec · 
tacles, and waiting about an hour, till the tide was a lit- 
tle fallen, I waded thro' the middle with my cargo, and 
arrived ſafe at the royal port of Lilliput, Wt: 

Tux Emperor and his whole court ſtood on the ſhore 
expecting the iſſue of this great adventure. They ſaw 
the ſhips move forward in a large half moon, but could 
not diſcern me, who was up to my breaſt in water. When 

J advanced to the middle of the channel, they were yet 


more in pain, becauſe I was under water to my neck. 


The Emperor concluded me to be drowned, and that the 
enemy's fleet was approaching in an hoſtile manner: but 
he was ſoon eaſed of his fears; for the channel growing 


ſhallower every ſtep I made, I came in a ſhort time with- 


in hearing, and holding up the end of the cable by which 
the fleet was faſtened, I cried in a loud voice; Long live 
the moſt puiſſant Emperor of Lilliput ! This great Prince 
received me at my landing with all poſſible encomiums,. 
and created me a; Nardac upon the ſpot, which is the 
higheſt title of honour among them 

His Majeſty deſired I would take ſome other opportu- 


nity of bringing all the reſt of his enemy's ſhips into his 
ports. And ſo unmeaſurable is the ambition of -princes, 
that he ſeemed to think of nothing leſs than reducing the 


whole empire of Blefuſcu into a province, and governing 
it by a vice · roy; of deſtroying the Big-endian exiles, and 
compelling that people to break the ſmaller end of their 
eggs, by which he would remain the ſole monarch of the _ 
whole world. But I endeavoured to divert him from this 
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deſign by many arguments drawn from the, topics of po- 
licy as well as juſtice : and 1 plainly proteſted, that 1 
would never be an inſtrument of bringing a free and 
brave people i into flavery. And, when the matter was de- 
bated in eg the wiſeſt part of the b were of 
my opinion. 

Tr1s open bold defizrntion of wine us ſo oppo te 
to the ſchemes and politics of his Imperial Majeſty, that 
he could never forgive me : he mentioned it in a very 
artful manner at council, where I was told that ſome of 
the wiſeſt appeared at leaſt by their ſilegce to be of my 
opinion; but others, who were my ſecret enemies, could 
not forbear ſome expreſſions, which by a ſide-wind re- 
flected on me. And from this time began an' intrigue 
between his Majeſty, and a junto of miniſters malici- 
ouſly bent againſt me, which broke out in leſs than two 
months, and had like to have ended in my utter deſtru- 
ion, Of ſo little weight are the greateſt ſervices to 
princes, when put into the balance with a refuſal to on 
| wy their paſſions. + - a 

Azour three weeks after this 8 there arrived a 
nien embaſſy from Blefuſcu with humble offers of a 
peace; which was ſoon coneluded upon conditions very 
advantageous to our Emperor, where with I ſhall not trou- 
ble the reader. There were ſix ambaſſadors, with a train 
of about ſive hundred perſons; and their entry was very 
magn ficent, ſuitable to the grandeur of their maſter, and 
the importance of their buſineſs. When their treaty 
was finiſhed, wherein I did them ſeveral good offices by 
the credit I now had, or at leaſt appeared to have at 
court, their Excellencies, who were privately told how 
much I had been their friend, made me a viſit in form. 
They began with many compliments upon my valour 
and generohty, invited me to that kingdom in the Em- 
peror their maſter's name, and deſired me to ſhew them 
ſome proofs of my prodigious ſtrength, of which they 
had heard ſo many wonders; wherein I readily obliged 
them, but ſhall not trouble the reader with the particu- 
lars. : 

WurenT had "M fave time entertained their Excellen- 
| cies to their infinite ſatisfaction and ſurpriſe, I delived 

they would do me the honour to preſent my molt humble 

e 5 Fo reſpects 
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reſpects to the Emperor their maſter, » the renown of | 
whoſe virtues had fo juſtly filled the whole world with ; 


admiration, and whoſe royal perſon-1 re ſolved to attend 7 
before I returned to my on country: accordingly, the I 
next time I had the honour to ſee our Emperor, I deſifed 
his general licence to wait on the Blefuſcudian Monarch, 
which he was pleaſed to grant me, as I could plainly: 
perceive, in a very cold manner; but could not gueſs. the 
reaſon, till I had a whiſper from a certain perſon, that 
Flimnap and Bolgolam had repreſented my intercourſe 
with thoſe ambaſſadors as a mark of diſaffection, from 
which I am ſure my heart was wholly free. And this 
was the firſt time I began to conceive ſome imperſect i- 
dea of courts and miniſters. © 5 3 
Ir is to be obſerved, that theſe a 


mbaſſadors ſpoke to 

me by an interpreter, the languages of both empires dif- 
fering as much from each other as any two in Europe, 
and each nation priding itſelf upon the antiquity, beauty, 
and energy of their own: tongues, with an avowed con- 
tempt for that of their neighbour; yet our Emperor, 
ſtanding upon the advantage he had got by the ſeizure 
of their fleet, obliged them to deliver their credentials, 
and make their ſpeech in the Lilliputian tongue. And 

it muſt be confeſſed, that from the great intercourſe of 
trade and commerce between both realms, from the eon 
tinual reception of exiles, which is mutual among them, 
and from the cuſtom in each empire to ſend their young 
-nobility and richer gentry to the other in order to poliſſt 
themſelves by ſeeing the world, and underſtanding men 
and manners; there are few perſons: of diſtinction, or 
merchants, or ſeamen, who dwell in the maritime parts, 

but what can hold converſation in both tongues; as F - 
found ſome weeks after, when I went to pay my refpe&s 
to the Emperor of Blefuſcu, which in the-mid(t of great 
misfortunes, through the malice of my enemies; proved a 
very happy adventure to me, as I ſhall relate in its pro- 


- _ Tas reader may remember, that when I ſigned thoſe 

articles upon which I recovered my liberty, there were 
ſervile, neither could any thing but an extreme neceſſiiy 

hare forced me todubmit. But being now a Nardae of the 
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higheſt rank in that empire, ſuch offices were looked up- 
on as below my dignity, and the Emperor, (to do him 
Juſtice) never once mentioned them to me. However, it 
was not long before I had an opportunity of doing his 
Majeſty, at leaſt as I then thought, a moſt ſignal ſervice, 
I was alarmed at midnight with the cries of many hun- 
dred people at my door; by which being ſuddenly awa- 
ked, I was inſome kind of terror. I heard the word Bur - 
glum repeated inceſſantly : ſeveral of the Emperor's 
court, making their way through the croud, intreated me 
to come immediately to the palace, where her Imperial 
Majeſty's apartment was on fire. by the careleſneſs of a 
niaid of honour, who fell aſleep while ſhe was reading 
a romance. I got up in an. inſtant ; and orders being 
given to clear the way before me, and it being likewiſe 
a moon-ſhine night, I made a ſhift to get to the palace 
without trampling on any of the people. I found they 
had already applied ladders to the walls of the apartment 
and were well provided with buckets, but the water was 
at ſome diſtance... Theſe buckets were about the ſize of 
a large thimble, and the poor people ſupplied me with 
them as faſt as they could ; but the flame was fo violent, 
that they did little good. I might eaſily have ſtifled it 
with my coat, which I unfortunately left behind me ſor 
haſte, and came away only in my leathern jerkin. The 
caſe ſeemed wholy deſperate and deplorable, and this 
magnificent palace would have infallibly been burat down 
to the ground, if by a preſence of mind unuſual to me I 
had not ſuddenly thought of an expedient. I had the 
cvening before drank plentifully of a moſt delicious wine 
called Glimigrim (the Blefuſcudians call it Flunec, but 
ours is eſteemed the better ſort) which is very diuretic. 
By the luckieſt chance in the world I had not diſcharged 
myſelf of any part of it. The heat I had contracted by 
coming very near the flames, and by my labouring to 
quench. them, made the wine begin to operate by urine ; 
Which I voided in ſuch a quantity, and applied ſo well 
to the proper places, that in three minutes the fire was 
wholly extinguiſhed, and the reſt of that noble pile, 
which had coſt ſo my ages in erefting, preſerved from 

deſtruction. 
— IT: was now day ; and I returacd 0 nt 
172 | - without 
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without waiting to congratulate with the Emperor: be- 
cauſe, although I had done a very eminent piece of ſer 
vice, yet I could not tell how his Majeſty might reſent 
the manner by which 1 had performed it: for, by the 


ſundamental laws of the realm, it is capital in any perſon, _ 
of what quality ſoever, to make water within the pre- 


cincts of the palace. But I was 4, little” comforted by 
a meſſage from his Majeſty, that he would give orders 
to the grand juſticiary for: paſſing my pardon. in form; 
which however I could not obtain. And I was privately 
aſſured, that the Empreſs, conceiving the greateſt abhor - 
rence of what I had done, removed to the moſt diſtant 
fide of the court, firmly reſolved that thoſe buildings 
| ſhould never be repaired for her uſe; and, in the preſence 
of her chief confidents, could not forbear yowing revenge. 
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Of the inbabilants of Lilliput : their learning, laws, and 
* cuſtoms, the manner of educating their children. The 
authors way of living in that country. His vindi- 


cation of a great Lady. 


A LTHOUGH I intend to leave the deſcription of 
dis empire to a particular treatiſe, yet in the mean 
time I am content to 'pratify the curious reader with 
ſome general ideas. As the common ſize of the natives 
is ſome what under ſix inches high, ſo there is an ex- 
act proportion in all other animals, as well as plants and 
trees: for inſtance, the talleſt horſes and oxen are between 
four and five inches in height, the ſheep an inch and a half, 
more or leſs; their geeſe about the bigneſs of a ſparrow, 
and ſo the ſeveral gradations downwards, till you come 
to the ſmalleſt, which to my ſight were almoſt inviſible; 
but nature hath adapted the eyes of the Lilliputians to 
all objects proper for their view : they ſee with great ex- 
a tneſs, but at no great diſtance. And, to-ſbew. the 
tharpneſs of their fight towards objects that are near, 1 
have been much pleaſed with obſerving a cook pulling a 


lark, which was not ſo large as a common fly ; and a young 


; e girl 
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er's imagination. 
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talleſt trees are about ſeven fegt high : I mean ſome of 
thoſe in the great royal park, the tops whereof I could 


but juſt reach with my ft cl clinched, The other vegetables 


are in the ſame ones but this I leave to the _ 


I ſhall fay but little at preſent of their "Wai: Eu which 


tos many ages hath flouriſhed in all its branches _— 


them: but their manner of writing is very peculiar, be- 

iog neither from the left to the right, like the Europeans; 
nor from the right to the left, like the Arabians; nor 
from up to down, like the Chineſe; but aſlant from one 


corner of the paper to the other, like ladies in England. 


THey bury their dead with their heads directly down- 
wards, becauſe they hold an opinion, that in eleven 
thouſand moons they are all to riſe again, in which period 
the earth (which they conceive to he flat) will turn up- 


fide down, and by this means they ſhall at their reſur- 


rection be found ready ſtanding on their feet“. The learn- 
ed among them confeſs the abſurdity of this doctrine, 
but the n ſtill continues in nn to the vul- 


Tara 
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* Here the puta dares cven 16 exert bi" vein of bulk fo 
Waal as to place the reſurrection, one of the moſt encou- 


raging principles of the Chriſtian religion, in a ridiculous and 


contemptible light. Why ſhould that appointment be denied 


to man, or appear ſo very extraordinary in the human kind. \. hich 
the author of nature has illuſtrated in the yegetable ſpecies, 


Where the ſeed dies and corrupts before it can riſe again to new 


beauty and glory ? Orrery. 
+ This paragraph, if it were me! with judgment 


an candour, would incline us to believe, that an opinion of a life 


to come is connected ſo immediately with all our reaſoning fa- 
eulties, that, ſuppoſing we had never been bleſſed with any te- 
velation from God, we ſhould believe the reſurreclion to life 


eternal. The Lilliputians believe, that, after eleven thouſand 


moons, the carth will be turned upſide down ; and upon that 
account they are buried with their heads directly downwards, 
in order to be found ſtanding upon their feet at the day of 
re ſurrection: An opinion, which 1 confeſs, with the learned a- 
mong themſelves, to be whimiical aud ridiculous e at 
; ollics 
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Tunax are ſome laws and cuſtoms in this empire; vern 
peculiar; and, if they were not ſo directiy cuntrarg to 
thoſe of my own dear country, I ſhould- be tempted.» 
ſay a little in their juſtiſication. It ia anly to br wilh 
they were as well executed. The firſt Iſhall mention 
relates to inſormers. All crimes againſt the ſtate are 
puniſhed here with the utmoſt ſeverity; but if the perſon 
accuſed maketh his innocence plainly to appear upon his 
trial, the aceuſer is immediately put to an ignominous 
death; and out of his goods or lands the innocent 88 
is quadruply recompenſed for the lols of his time, for the 
danger be underwent, for the hardſhip of his impriſon- 
ment, and for all the charges he hath been at in making 
his defence. Or, if that fund be deficient, it is largely 
ſupplied by the crown. The Emperor alſo. confers on 
him ſome public mark of his favour, and proclamation 
is made of his innocence through the whole city. : 
Tux v lock upon fraud as a greater crime than theft, 
and therefore ſeldom fail to puniſh it with death; for 
they alledge, that care and vigilance, with a very com - 
mon underſtanding, may preſerve a man's goods from 
thieves, but honeſty has no fence againſt ſuperior cun · 
ning; and fince it is neceſſary -that- there ſhould be a 
perpetual intercourſe af buying and ſelling, and dealing 
upon credit; where fraud is permitted and connived at, 
or hath no law to puniſh it, the honeſt dealer is always un- 
done, and the knave gets the advantage. I remember 
vhen I was once interceeding with the King for a criminal, 
who had wronged his maſter of à great ſum of money, 
which he had received by order and ran away with; and 
happening to tell his Majeſty, by way of extenuation; 


follies and abſardities are always mixed with idolatry and fa, 
perſtition. The Lilliputians were rank Idolaters; otherwiſe how 

could they imagine Gulliver's watch to be the god that he wor- 
ſhipped ? And therefore I cannot but infer, that inſtead of placing 
the reſurrectian in & ridiculous contemptible light, Gulliver hath 
fairly manifeſted the opinion of a ſtate hereafter (although con- 

nefted with ſome vanities and abſurdities, which are the eſſects 
of ſuperſtition), to be the ground-work of all religion, founded 

yo the clear aud ſtrong dictates both of nature and reaſon, 
- 57. a | Hl | a 


+ 


— 2 


3 A VE0 YL AJGE. Patt; 
chat it was only a breach of truſt ; the: Emperor thought | 
it W e to: offer as a defence the greateſt ag · 
grayation of the crime ; and traly- 1 had little to ſay in 
return, farther than the common anſwer, that different 
nations had different cuſtoms ; = Te Lwas herrü- 
ly aſname dx 
I 9 we enkſally call WIE" ai 0 the 
two hinges upon which all government turns, yet I could 
never obſerve this maxim to be put in practice by any 
nation, except that of Lilliput. Whoever can there 
ſufficient proof, that he bath ſtrictly obſerved the laws of 
his country for ſeventy three moons, hath a claim to 
certain privileges, according to his quality and condition 
of life, with a proportionable ſum of money out of a fund 
| ptiated for that uſe : he likewiſe acquires the title 
of ſnilpall or or legal, which is added to his name, but 
doch not deſcend to his poſterity. And. theſe people 
© thoughtiit a prodigious deſect of poliey among us, when 
I told them, that our laws were enforced only by penal - 
ties, without any mention of reward. It is upon this ac- 
count, that the image of juſtice in their courts of judi 
- cature is formed with ſix eyes, two before, as many be- 
hind, and on each fide one, to ſignify circumſpection; 
with a bag of gold open in her right hand, and a ſword 
ſheathed in her left, to ſhew ſhe 1 is more ee th * 
ward than to ;puniſh. 
Isx chuſing perſons fn all ee they have more 
regard to good morals than to great abilities; for, ſince 
government is neceſſary to mankind, they believe that the 
common ſize of human underſtandings is fnted to ſome 
ſtation or other, and that providence never intended to 
make the management of public affairs a myſtery to be 
compreheaded only by a few perſons of ſublime genius, 
of which there ſeldom are three born in an age: but they 
ſuppoſe truth, Juſtice, temperance, and the like, to be in 
every man's power; the practice of which virtues, aſſiſt- 
ed by experience and a good intention, would qualify 
any man for che ſervice of bis country, except where a 
courts of Ct is We But 5 n ye 5 


„ 2 of parliament hath "IA G nce paſſed, by which frm 
bdreaches of truſt bave been made capital. Howe. | 
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of moral virtues vas ſo far from being ſupplied-by ſape- 
rior endowments = the mind, ee by 
never be put into ſuch dangerous as t per · 
ſons ſo — and at leaſt, that the miſtakes commit 
2 ignorance in a virtuous diſpoſition would never be 

ſack faral conſequence to the/pablic-weal; as the pra- 
— of a man whoſe inclinations led him to een e 
and who-had great abilities'to Manges neee 


defend his corruptions. 
Ix like manner, the diſbelief- of a divine! 1—ð! 77 — 


4 renders. a man uncapable of holding any public ſtation: 

for, ſince: kings avow themſelves to be the deputies of 
providence, the Lillipatians think nothing can be more 
abſurd; than for a prince to employ ſuch men as n 
the authority under. which he acteth. 

In relating theſe and the following wow 1 [would als 
be underſtood to mean the original inſtitations, and not 
the moſt ſcandalous corruptions, into which theſe peo · 
ple are fallen by the degenerate nature of man. Fort as 
to that infamous practice of acquiring great employ- 
ments by dancing on the ropes, or badges of favour and 
diſtinction by leaping over ſticks, and vrrefing under 
them, the reader is to obſerve, that they wert firlt in- 
| troduced by the grandfather of the Emperor now reitzu 
ing, and grew to the S rene 
creaſe of party and faction. 
| - IncRATITUDE is among them a capital wise as we 4 

read it to have been in ſome other countries; for they rea. 
ſon thus, that whoever makes ill returns to his bene - 
factor, muſt needs be à common enemy to the reſt of 
mankind, from whom he hath received no obligation, acl 
therefore ſuch a man is not fit to live. 

Turgi notions relating to the duties of parents and 

| children differ extremely from ours. For, ſinee the con» 
junction of male and ane is founded upon the gang 
law of nature in order to propagate and continue the 
ſpecies, the Lilliputians will needs have it, that men and 
women are joined together like other animals by the mo- 
tives of concupiſcence; and that their tenderneſs towards 
their young proceeds from the like natural principle : for 
which reaſon they will never allow, that a child is under 
= obligation to his father for * or to his 
mo- 


7 
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weber for biioging bim into the world, which, conlideriog. | 
the miſeries of human life, was neither a benefit in itſelf, 
nor intended ſo by his parents, whoſe thoughts in their 
love encounters were otherwiſe employed. Upon theſe, 


and the like reaſonings, their is, that parents are 
the laſt of all others to be with the education of 


their own children: and therefore they have in every town 


ublic nurſeries; where all parents, except cottagers and 
abourers, are obliged to ſend their infants of both ſexes 


* = be.reared and educated. when they come to the age of 


twenty moons, at which time they are ſuppoſed to have 
ſome rudiments of docility. Theſe ſchools are of ſeveral 
kinds, ſuited to different qualities, and to both ſexes, 
- They have certain profeſſors well ſkilled in preparing 
children for ſuch a condition of life as beſits the rank of 
| 2 ts, and their own capacities as well as inclina- 
I ſhall firſt ſay ſomething of the r nurſeries, 
.. and chen of the female. 

Tux nurſeries for males of noble or eminent birth are 
provided with grave and learned profeſſors, and their ſe- 
veral deputies. The cloaths and food of the children are 
Plain and ſimple. They are bred up in the principles of 
ur, juſtice, courage, modeſty, clemency, religion, 
and love of their country; they are always employed in 
ſome buſineſa, except in the times of eating and ſleeping, 
which are very ſhort, and two hours for diverſions conſiſt- 
ing of bodily exerciſes. They ate dreſſed by men till 
four years of age, and then are obliged to dreſs themſelves, 
although their quality be ever ſo great; and the women 
attendants, wha are aged proportionably. to ours at fifty, 
perform only the moſt menial offices. They are never 
| ſuffered to converſe with ſervants, but go together in 
- imaller or greater numbers to take their diverſions, and 
always i in the preſence of a profeſſor, or one of his de- 
puties; whereby they avoid thoſe early bad impreſſions of 
folly and vice, to which our children are ſubje&, Their 
| are ſuffered to ſee them only twice a-year; the viſit 
zs to. laſt but an hour; they are allowed to kiſs the child at 
meeting and parting ;. but a proſeſſor, who always ſtands 
by on thoſe occaſions, will not ſuffer, them to whiſper, 
or uſe any fondling expreſſions, or * 155 N of 
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2 | penſion fem each family for the education and 


entertainment of a child, upon failure of due Fa 
levied by the Emperor's officer. 1 


tionably after the ſame manner; only thoſe r for 


till fifteen, which anſwers to twenty one with us: but the 


| confinement is gradually leſſened for the laſt three years. 
Is the female nurſeries, the young girls of quality are 

| educated much like the males, only they aro ed 
orderly ſervants of their own ſex ; but always in the pre- 


ſence of a profeſſor or deputy, till they come to dreſs 


ſed by chamber-maids among us, they are publicly whip- 
ped thrice about the city, impriſoned for à year, and 


baniſhed for life to the moſt deſolate part of the country. 
Thus the young ladies there are as much aſhamed of be · 
ing cowards and fools as the men, and deſpiſe all perſon- 


I perceive any difference in their education, made by: 
their difference of ſex, only that the exerciſes of the 


ſmaller compaſs of learning was enjoined them: for their 
maxim is, that, among people of quality, a wife ſnould 


expreſſions of gratitude to the profeſſors, and ſeldom Wade 5 


their ſex, and their ſeveral degrees: thoſe intended for 
apprentices : are diſmiſſed at ſeven years old, the mals are 
kept to eleven. 


ee aalen wh who have children at theſe n nur 
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trades are put out apprentices ateleven years old, wheres | 
as thoſe of perſons of quality continue in their exerciſes 


al ornaments beyond decency and cleanlineſs: neither did 


females were not altogether ſo robuſt, and that ſome 
rules were given them relating to domeſtic life, and a 


pag a Th benen, 


Tas nurſeries for children of ordinary geetlemes; : 
merchants, traders, and handicrafis, are managed propor- 


themſelves, which is at five years old. And if it be found; _ - 8 2 
that theſe nurſes ever preſume to entertain the girls with 
frightful or fooliſh ſtories, or the common follies practi- 


be always a reaſonable and agreeable companion, becauſe 
ſhe cannot always be young. When the girls are twelve 

years old, which among them is the marriageable age, 
their parents or guardians take them home with great 


— 


out tears of the young lady and her companions. 
| In the nurſeries of females of the meaner — ne! 
children are inſtructed in all kinds of works proper ſor 


(Or 
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_ ſeries, are obliged, - beſides their annual penſion, which is 
as low as poſſible, to return to the ſteward of the nur- 
- ſery a ſmall monthly ſhare of their gettings to be a por- 

tion for the child; and therefore all parents are limited 
in their expences by the law. For the Lilliputians think 
nothing can be more unjuſt, than for people, in ſubſer- 
vience to their own appetites, to bring children into the 


8 world, and leave the burden of ſupporting them on the 


lie. As to perſons of quality, they give ſecurity to 
ow a a certain ſum for each child, ſuitable to their 


3 and theſe funds are always managed with 
good huſbandry, and the molt exact juſtice. py Big 
Tut cottagers and Jabourers keep their childres: at 
_ their buſineſs being only to till and cultivate the 
and therefore their 3 is of little conſe 
—_—_ to the public: but the old and diſcaſed among 
bow are ſupported. by r for begging f is a trade | 
| unknown 1 in this empire. 
And here it may perhaps en the curious 1 
to give ſome account of my domeſtics, and my manner 


of living in this country, during a reſidence of nine months | 


- and thirteen days. | Having a head mechanically turned, 
and being likewiſe forced by neceſlity, I had as for 
myſelf a hr and chair convenient enough out of the 
largeſt trees in the royal park Two hundred ſempſtreſſes 
were employed to make me ſhirts, and linen for my bed 
and table, all of the ſtrongeſt and coarſeſt kind they could 
get; which however they were forced to quilt together 
in ſeveral folds, for the thickeſt was ſome degrees finer 
than lawn. Their linen is uſually three inches wide, and 
three feet make a piece. The ſempſtreſſes took my mea- 
ſure as I lay on the ground, one ſtanding at my neck, and 
another at my mid · leg, with a ſtrong cord extended, that 
each held by the end, while a third meaſured the length 
of the cord with a rule of an inch long. Then they mea- 
ſured my right thumb, and deſired no more; for by a 
mathematical computation, that twice round the thumb 
is once round the wriſt, and ſo on to the neck and the 
waiſt, and by the help of my old ſhirt, which I diſplayed 
on- the ground before them for a pattern, they fitted me 
exactly. Three hiindred taylors were employed in the 
ſame manner to make me cloaths; but they had another 
.contrivance 
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 contrivance for taking my meaſure. I kneeled down, 
and they raiſed a ladder from the ground to my neck ; 
upon this ladder one of them mounted, and Jet fall a 
plum-line from my collar to the floor, which Juſt anſwered 
the length of my coat; but my waiſt and arms I mea- 
ſured myſelf. When my cloaths were finiſhed; which 
was done in my houſe (for the largeſt of theirs would not 
have been able to hold them) they looked like the 
patch-work made by the ladies in England, only that 
mine were all of a colour, 1 
Ichad thyee hundred cooks to dreſs my victuals in 
little convenient huts built about my houſe, where they 
and their families lived, and prepared me two d:ſhes a- 
piece. I took up twenty waiters in my hand, and placed 
them on the table; an hundred more attended below on 
the ground, ſome with diſhes of meat, and ſome with 
barrels of wine, and other liquors ſlung on their ſhoul- 
ders; all which the waiters above drew up, as I wanted, 
in a very ingenious manner, by certain cords, as we draw 
the bucket up a well in Europe, A diſh of their meat 
was a good mouthful, and a barrel of their liquor a rea- 
ſonable draught, Their mutton yields to ours, but their 
beef is excellent. I have had a ſirloin ſo large, that I 
have been forced to make three bits of it; but this is 
rare. My ſervants were aſtoniſhed to ſee me eat it, bones 
and all, as in our country we do the leg of a lark. 
Their geeſe and turkies I uſually eat at a mouthful, and I 
muſt confeſs, they far exceed ours, Of their ſmaller fowl 
I could take up twenty or thirty at the end of my knife. ' 
Oxx day his Imperial Majeſty being informed of my 
way of living, deſired that himſelf and his royal conſort, 
with tha young princes of the blood of both ſexes, might 
have the happineſs (as he was pleaſed to call it) of di- 
ning with me. They came accordingly, and I placed them 
in chairs of ſtate upon my table, juſt over againſt me, with 
their guards about them. Flimnap, the Lord Hign Trea- 
ſurer, attended there likewiſe with his white ſtaff; and I 
obſerved he often looked on me with a ſour countenance, 
which I would not ſeem to regard, but eat more than 
uſual, in honour to my dear country, as well as to fill the 
court with admiration. - I have ſome private reaſons to 
believe, that this viſit from his Majeſty gave Flimnap an 
| EN opportuaity 
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opportunity of doing me ill offices to his maſter. That 
miniſter had always been my ſecret enemy, tho' he out- 
wardly careſſed me more than was uſual to the moroſe- 
neſs of his nature. He repreſented to the Emperor the 
low condition of his treafury ; that he was forced to take 
up money at great diſcount ; that exchequer bills would 
not circulate under nine per cent below par; that I had 
colt his Majeſty above a million and a half of ſprugs 
(their greateſt. gold coin, about the bigneſs of a ſpangle) 
and upon the whole, that it would be adviſeable in the 
Emperor to take the firſt fair occaſion of diſmiſſing me. 
Ils am here obliged to vindicate the reputation of an ex- 
cellent lady, who was an innocent ſufferer upon my ac- 
count. The Treaſurer took a fancy to be jealous of his wife, 
from the malice of ſome evil tongues, who informed him 
that her Grace had taken a violent affection for my per- 
ſon; and the court - ſcandal ran for ſome time, that ſhe 
once came privately to my lodging. This I ſolemnly de- 
clare to be a molt infamous falſhood, without any grounds, 
farther than that her Grace was pleaſed to treat me with 
all innocent marks of freedom and friendſhip. I own ſhe 
came often to my houſe, but always publicly, nor ever 
without three more in the coach, who were uſually her 
ſiſter and young daughter, and ſome particular acquaint- 
ance ; but this was common to many other ladies of the 
court. And I ſtill appeal to my ſervants round, whether 
they at any time ſaw a coach at my door, without know- 
ing what perſons were in it. On thoſe occaſions, when 
a ſervant had given me notice, my cuſtom was to go im- 
mediately to the door; and, after paying my reſpects, to 
take up the coach and two horſes very carefully in my 
hands (for, if there wore ſix horſes, the poſtillion ;zIways 
unharneſſed four) and placed them on a table, where I 
had fixed a moveable rim quite round of five inches high, 
to prevent accidents. And I have often had four coaches 
and horſes at once on my table full of company,. while I 
ſat in my chair, leaning my face towards them; and, when 
1 was engaged with one ſet, the coachman would gently 
drive the others round my table. I have paſſed many an 
afternoon very agrecably in theſe converſations. But I 
defy the Treaſurer, or his two informers (1 will name 
them, and let them make their belt of it) Cluſtril and 
2 | | Drunlo, 
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Drunlo, to prove that any perfon ever came to me incog- 

nito, except the Secretary Reldreſal, who was ſent by ex- 
preſs command of his Imperial Majeſty, as I have before 
related. I ſhould not bave dwelt fo long upon this par- 
ticular, if it had not been a point wherein the reputation 
of a great lady is ſo nearly concerned, to ſay nothing of 
my own, though I then had the honour to be a Nardac, 
which the Treaſurer himſelf is not; for all the world 
knows, that he is only a Glamglum, a title inferor by 

one degree, as that of a Marquis is to a Duke in England; 
yet I allow he preceeded me in right of his poſt. T heſe 
falſe informations, which I afterwards came to the know- 
lege of by an accident not proper to mention, made the - 
Treaſurer ſhew his lady for ſome time an ill countenance, 
and me a worſe ; and although he was at laſt undeceived 
and reconciled to her, yet I loſt all credit with him, and 
found my intereſt decline very faſt with the Emperor 


himſelf, who was indeed too much governed by that 
fayourite. | 
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high. treaſon, maketh his eſcape to 4 cu, His re- 
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) EFORE I proceed to give an account of my leaving 

this kingdom, it may be proper to inform the 

reader of a private intrigue, which bad been for two 
months forming againſt me. 

I had been hitherto all my life a n. to courts, 
for which I was unqualified by the meanneſs of my con- 
dition. I had indeed heard and read enough of the diſ- 
poſitions of great princes and miniſters ; but never ex- 
pected to have found ſuch terrible effects of them in ſo 
remote a country, governed, as I thought, by very 
different maxims from thoſe in Europe. 

Wurn I was juſt preparing to pay my attendance on 
the Emperor of Blefuſcu, a conſiderable perſon at court 
(to whom I had been very ſerviceable at a time when he 
lay under the higheſt diſpleaſure of his Imperial Majeſty) 
came to "wy houſe very privately at night i in a cloſe chair, 
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and, without ſending his name, deſired admittance: the 
chairmen were diſmiſſed ; I put the chair with his Lord- 
ſhip in it into my coat- pocket; and giving orders to a 
truſty ſervant to ſay I was indiſpoſed and gone to ſleep, 

I faſtened the door of my houſe, placed the chair on the 
table, according to my uſual cuſtom, and fat down by it. 
After the common ſalutations were over, obſerving his 
Lordſhip's countenance full of concern, and inquiring 
into the reaſon, he defired I would hear him with patience 
in a matter that highly concerned my honour and my 
| life. His ſpeech was to the following effect, for I took 
notes of it as ſoon as he left me. 

You are to know, faid he, that ſeveral commitees of 
council have been lately called in the moſt private man- 
ner on your account; and it is but two days ſince his 
Majeſty came to a full reſolution. 

You are very ſenſible that Skyris Bolgolam (Salbe, © or 
_ High- Admiral) hath been your mortal enemy almoſt ever 
fince your arrival: his original reaſons 1 know not; but 
his hatred is increaſed ſince your great ſucceſs 2gainſt 
Blefuſcu, by which his glory as Admiral, is much obſcu- 
red. This Lord, in conjunction with Flimnap the High- 
Treaſurer, whoſe enmity againſt you is notorious on ac- 
count of his Lady, Limtoc the General, Lalcon the 
Chamberlain, and Balmuff the Grand Juſticiary, have 
prepared articles of impeachment againſt you for rreaſon, 
and other capital crimes. - 

Tuis preface made me fo i impatient, being conſcious 
of my own merits and innocence, that I was going to 
interrupt: when he intreated me to be ſilent, and thus 
proceeded. 

Our of pratitude for the favours you hare * me, I 
procured information of the whole proceedings, and a 
copy of the articles; wherein I venture my head for your 
ſervice, 


Articles of impeachment againſt Quinbus Fl: ir the 


. Man-mountain. 


ARTICLE I, 


WHEREAS, by a ſtatute made in the reign of his Lads 
perial MA] Calin Deftar Plune, it is enacted, that 
| | whoever p 
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| Whoever ſhall make water within the precincts of the royal 
palace, ſhall be liable to the pains and penalties of high- 


treaſon : nutwithſtanding the faid Quinbus Fleſtrin, in o- 
n breach of the ſaid law, under colour of extinguiſhing 


the fire kindled in the apartment of his Majeſty's mot 


dear imperial conſort, did mahiciouſly, traiterouſly, and 
deviliſhly,* by diſcharge of his urine, put out the faid fire 
kindled in the faid apartment, lying and being within 
the precincts of the ſaid royal palace, againſt the ſtatute 
in that caſc Mn Sc. againſt the = Ge. | 


4 


ARTICLE 1 


Trar the laid Quinbus Fleſtrin having brought the 
imperial fleet of Blefuſcu into the royal port, and being 
afterwards commanded by his Imperial Majeſty to ſeize 
all the other ſhips of the ſaid empire of Blefuſcu, and re- 
duce that empire to a province to be governed by a vice- 
roy from hence, and to deſtroy and put to death not only 
all the Big-endian exiles, but likewiſe all the people of 
that empire who would not immediately forſake the Big- 
endian hereſy : he the ſaid Fleſtrin, like a falſe traitor 
againſt his moſt auſpicious, ſerene, Imperial Majeſty, did 

ition to be excuſed from the ſaid ſervice, upon pre- 
tence of unwillingneſs to force the conſciences, or deſtroy 
the liberties and lives of an innocent e 
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'Trar, whereas certain ambaſſadors arrived from the 
court of Blefuſcu to ſue for peace in his Majeſty's court : 
he the ſaid Fleſtrin did, like a falſe traitor, aid, abet, 
comfort, and divert the ſaid ambaſſadors, altho? he knew 
them to be ſervants to a prince, who was lately an open 
enemy to his Imperial Majeſty, and in open war ba gre 
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»A lawyer thinks himſclf honeſt if he does the beſt he can 
for his client; and a ſtateſman; if he promotes the intereſt of bis 
country: but the Dean here inculcates an higher notion of right 


and vrong, and le TG to a larger community. 
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Tu ar the ſa'd Quinbus Fleſtrin, contrary to the duty | ; 
of a faithful ſubject, is now preparing to make a voyage 
to the court and empire of Blefuſcu, for which he hath 
received only verbal licence from bis Imperial Majeſty 4 
and under colour of the ſaid licence doth falſly and trai- 
rerouſly intend to take the ſaid voyage, and thereby to 


aid, comfort, and abet the Emperor of Blefuſcu, ſo late 


an enemy, and in open wur wich his Imperial Majeſty a- 
forelaid. | 


Tax are ſome other articles, but wh are the wi 
important, of which I have read you an abſtract. 

Is the ſeveral debates upon this impeachment it muſt 
be confeſſed that his Majelty gave many marks of his 
great lenity, often urging the ſervices you had done him, 
and endeavouring to extenuate your crimes. The trea- 
ſurer and admiral infiſted that you ſhould be put to the 
molt painful and ignominious death, by ſetting fire on 
your houſe at night, and the general was to attend with 
twenty thouſand men armed with poiſoned arrows to ſhoot 
you on the face and hands. Some of your ſervants were 
to have private orders to ſtrew a poiſonous juice on your 
ſhirts and ſheets, which would ſoon make you tear your 
own fleſh, and die in the utmoſt torture. The general 
came into the ſame opinion; ſo that for a long time 
there was a majority againſt you : but his Majeſty re- 
ſolving, if poſſible, to ſpare your life, at laſt brought off 
the chamberlain. 
don this incident Reldreſal, principal ſecretary for 
private affairs, who always approved himſelf your true 
friend, was commanded by the Emperor to deliver his 


opinion, which he accordingly did: and therein juſtified 


the' good thoughts you have of him. He allowed your 
crimes to be great, but that ſtill there was room for mercy, - 
the moſt commendable virtue in a prince, and for which 
his Majeity was ſo juſtly eclebrated. He ſaid, the friend- 
ſhip between you and him was ſo well known to the 
world, that perhaps the moſt honourable board might 
think him A however, in obedience to the = 
f man 
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mand he had received, he would freely offer his ſenti- 
ments. That if his Majeſty, in conſideration of your ſer- 
vices, and purſuant to his own merciful diſpoſition, would 
pleaſe to ſpare your life, and only give order to put out 
both your eyes, he humbly conceived, that by this expe» 
dient juſtice might in ſome meaſure be ſatisfied, and all 
the world would applaud the lenity of the Emperor, as 
well as the fair and generous proceedings of thoſe who 
have the honour to be his counſellors. That the loſs of 
your eyes would be no impediment to your bodily ſtrength, 
by which you might ſtil} be uſeful to his Majeſty : that 
blindneſs is an addition to courage, by concealing dan- 
gers from us ; -that the fear you had for your eyes, was 
the greateſt difficulty in bringing over the enemy's fleet; 
and it would be ſufficient for you to fee by the eyes of 
the miniſters, ſince the greateſt princes do no more. 
Tunis propoſal was received with the utmoſt diſappro- 
bation by the whole board. Bolgolam the admiral could 
not preſervè his temper ; but riſing up in fury, . ſaid, he 
wondered how the ſecretary durſt preſume to give his o- 
pinion for preſerving the life of a traitor ; that the ſervices 
you had performed were, by all true reaſons of ſtate, the 
great aggravation of your crimes ; that you, who was able 
to extinguiſh the fire by diſcharge of urine in her Ma- 
jeſty's apartment (which he mentioned with horror) might 
at another time raiſe an inundation by the ſame means 
to drown the whole palace; and the ſame ſtrength, which - 
enabled you to bring over the enemy's fleet, might ſerve 
upon the firſt diſcontent to carry it back: that he had 
good reaſons to think you were a Big-endian in your 
heart; and as treaſon begins in the heart, before it appears 
in overt- acts, ſo he accuſed you as a traitor on that ac- 
count, and therefore inſiſted you ſhould be put to death. 
Tux treaſurer was of the ſame opinion: he ſhewed to 
what ſtraits his Majeſty's revenue was reduced by the 
charge of maintaining you, which would ſoon grow in- 
ſupportable: that the fecretary's expedient of putting out 
your eyes was fo far from being a remedy againſt this 
evil, that it would probably increaſe it, as is manifeſt 
from the common practice of blinding ſome kind of fowl, 
after which they fed the faſter, and grew ſooner fat: that 
his ſacred Majeſty and the council, who are your judges, 
| | were 


were in their own conſciences fully convinced of your 
guilt, which was a ſufficient argument to condemn you 


to death without the formal proofs required by the ſtrit 


letter of the law“. 4 


Bor his Imperial Majeſty, fully determined againſt 


capital puniſhment, was graciouſly pleaſed to ſay, that 


fince the council thought the loſs of your eyes too eaſy 
a cenſure, ſome other may be inflicted hereafter. And 


your friend the ſecretary, humbly defiring to be heard a- 


gain, in anſwer to what the treaſurer had objected con- 


cerning the great charge his Majeſty was at in maintain- 
ing you, ſaid, that his Excellency, who had the ſole dif. 
poſal of the Emperor's revenue, might eaſily provide a- 
gainſt that evil by gradually leſſening your eſtabliſhment ; 
by which,-for want of ſufficient food, you would grow 
weak and faint, and loſe your appetite, and conſume in a 


few months; neither would the ſtench of your carcaſe be 


then ſo dangerous, when it ſhould become more than 


half diminiſhed 3 and immediately upon your death, five 


or fix thouſand of his Majeſty's ſubjects might in two or 
three days cut your fleſh from your bones, take it away 
by cart-loads, and bury it in diſtant parts to prevent in- 
fection, leaving the ſkeleton as a monument of admira- 
tion to poſterity. | | Pe itt ang, : jen 
Tus by the great friendſhip of the ſecretary the whole 
affair was compromiſed. It was ſtrictly enjoined, that the 
project of (ſtarving you by degrees ſhould be kept a ſecret, 
but the ſentenee of putting out your eyes was entered on 


the books; none diſſenting except Bolgolam the admiral, 


who, being a creature of the Empreſs, was perpetually 


mſtigated by her Majeſty to inſiſt upon your death, ſhe - 


having 


There is ſomething ſo odious in whatever is wrong, that 
even thoſe whom it does not ſubject to puniſhment, endeavour 
to colour it with an appearance of right; but the attempt is 
always unſucceſsful, and only betrays a conſciouſneſs of deformi- 
ty, by ſhewing a deſire to hide it. Thus the Lilliputian court 


pretended a right to diſpeuſe with the ſtrict letter of the law to 


put Gulliver to death, though by the ſtrict letter of the law only 
be could be convicted of à crime ; the intention of the ſtatute 
not being to ſuffer che palace rather to be burnt, than piſſed upon. 
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having born perpetual malice againſt you on account of 
that infamous and illegal method you took to extinguiſh 
the fire in her apartment. 
| In three days, your friend the ſecretary will ba direQ- 
ed to come to your houſe, and read before you the arti- - 
cles of impeachment; and then to ſignify the great lenity 
and favour of his Majeſty and council, whereby you are 
only condemned to the loſs of your eyes, which his Ma- 
jeſty doth not queſtion you will gratefully and humbly 
ſubmit to; and twenty of his Majeſty's ſurgeons. will at- 
tend in order ſee the operation well performed, by diſ- 
charging very ſharp-pointed arrows into the balls of your 
| Eyes, as you lie on the ground. 
I leave to your prudence what meaſures you will take; 
and, to avoid ſuſpicion, I muſt omoduately return in a 
| private a manner as I came. ; 
His Lordſhip did ſo, and 1 remained alone under m. 
ny doubts and perplexities of mind. 
Ir was a cuſtom introduced by this Prince and his mi- 
niſtry (very different, as I have been aſſured, from the 
practices of former times) that after the court had decreed 
any=cruel execution, either to gratify the monarch's re- 
ſentment, or the malice of a favourite, the Emperor al- 
ways made a ſpeech to his whole council, expreſſing his 
great lenity and tenderneſs, as qualities known and con- 
feſſed by all the world. This ſpeech was immediately 
publiſhed through the kingdom; nor did any thing terrify 
the people ſo much as thoſe encomiums on his Majeſty's 
mercy ; becauſe it was obſerved, that the more theſe 
praiſes were enlarged and inſiſted on, the more inhuman 
was the puniſhment, and the ſufferer more innocent. Yet 
as to myſelf, I muſt confeſs, having never been deſigned 
for a courtier either by my birth or education, I was 
ſo ill a judge of things, that I could not diſcover the le- 


nity and favour of this ſentence, but conceived it (per- 


haps erroneouſly) rather to be rigorous than gentle. I 
ſometimes thought of ſtanding my trial; for, although I 
could not deny the facts Mledped in the ſeveral articles, 
yet I hoped they would admit of ſome extenuation. Bur 
having in my life peruſed many ſtate trials, which I ever 
obſerved to terminate as the judges thought fit to direct. 
1 durit not rely on ſo dangerous a ber in ſo eritical 
3 a june- 
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a In and-againſt ſuch powerful enemies. Once 1 
was ſtrongly bent upon reſiſtance ; for, while I had liber- 
Ys the whole ſtrength of that em 2 could hardly ſub- 
e me, and 1 might eaſily with pelt the metro; 
polis to pieces; but I ſoon rejected that e with hors 
ror, by r bering the oath I had made to the Empe- 
ror, the favours I received from him, and the high title 
of Nardac he conferred upon me. Neither had I ſo ſoon 
learned the gratitude of courtiers, to perſuade myſelf, 
that his Majeſty's preſent ſeverities . me of all 
obligations. 
Ar laſt I fixed upon a n for which it is elude | 
I may incur ſome cenſure, and not unjuſtly ; for I confeſs I 
. owe the preſerving mine eyes, and conſequently my liber- 
ty, to my own great raſhneſs, and want of experience; 
becauſe, if I had then known the nature of princes and 
miniſters, which I have ſince obſerved in many other courts, 
and their method of treating criminals lefs obnoxious 
than myſelf, 1 ſhould with great alacrity and readineſs 
have ſubmitted to ſo eaſy a puniſhment. But hurried 
on by the precipitancy of youth, and having his Imperial 
Majeſty's licence to pay my attendance upon the_Empe- 
ror of Blefuſcu, T-took this opportunity, before the three 
days were elapſed, to ſend a letter to my friend the ſe- 
cretary, ſignifying my reſolution of ſetting out that morn- 
ing for Blefuſcu, purſuant to the leave I had got; and, 
without waiting for an anſwer, I went to that fide of the 
iſland where our fleet lay. I ſeized a large man of war, 
tied a cable to the prow, and, lifting up the anchors, 
I ſtript myſelf, put my cloaths (together with my cover- 
let, which I carried under my arm) into the veſſel, and 
drawing it after me, between wading and ſwimming, arri- 
ved at the royal port of Blefuſcu, where the people had 
long expected me; they lent me two guides to direct me 
to the capital city, which is of the ſame name. I held 
them in my hands till I came within two hundred yards 
of the gate, and deſired them to ſignify my arrival to one 
of the ſecretaries, and let him know, I there waited his 
Majeſty's command. I had an anſwer in about an hour, 
that his Majeſty attended by the royal family and great 
officers of the court was coming out to receive me. I ad- 
vanced a hundred yards. The Emperor and _— 
2 © FETs Hoa ghte | 
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kghted from their horſes, the Empreſs and ladies 
from their coaches, and I did not perceive they were 
in any fright or concern. I lay on the ground to kiſs 
his Majeſty's and the Empreſs's hand. I told his Ma- 
jeſty that I was come according to my promiſe, and with. 
the licence of the Emperor my maſter, to have the honour- 
of ſeeing ſo mighty a monarch, and to offer him any ſer- 
vice in my power conſiſtent with my duty to my own. 
prince ; not mentioning a word of my diſgrace, becauſe I 
had hitherto no regular information of it, and might ſup-. 
poſe myſelf wholly ignorant of any ſuch deſign ; neither. 
ow I reaſonably conceive that the Emperor would dif- 
cover the ſecret, while I was out of his power; wherein, 
| howerer it ſoon appeared I was deceived. ; 
I ſhall not trouble the reader with the particular ac-. © 
count of my reception at this court, which was ſuitable 
to the generolity of ſo great a prince; nor of the diffi-. 
culties I was in for want of a houſe and bed, being for- 
ced to lie on the ROY wrapt in my coverlet. - | 


The „ 4 a lucky ne, e witint ito has. 
| Blefuſeu ; and, after ſome di 1 returns ſa t te 


ls native country.” 


HRE E days 8 my dial, 3 out of cu- 
rioſity to the north · eaſt coaſt of the iſland, I ob- 
ſerved about half a league off in the ſea, ſomewhat that 
looked like a boat overturned. I pulled off my ſhoes 
and ſtockings, and, wading two or three hundred yards, 
I found the object to approach nearer by force of the 
tide; and then plainly ſaw it to be a real boat, which 1 
ſuppoſed might by ſome tempeſt have been driven from 
a ſhip: whereupon I returned immediately towards the 
city, and deſired his Imperial Majeſty to lend me twenty. of ' 
the talleſt veſſels he had left after the laſs of his fleet, and 
three thouſand ſeamen, under the command of his vice - 
admiral. This fleet failed round, while I went back the 
ſhorteſt way to the coaſt where I firſt diſcovered the 
boat; I found the tide had driven it ſtill nearer. The ſea - 
men were all provided with cordage, which I had before-. 
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| hand twiſted to a ſufficient ſtrength. When the ſhips 
came up, I ſtript myſelf, and waded till I came within an 
hundred yards of the boat, after which I was forced to 
ſwim till I got up to it. The ſeamen threw. me the end 
of the cord, which I faſtened to a hole in the fore-part of 
the boat, and the other end to a man of war: but I found 
all my labour to little purpoſe ; for, being out of my 
depth, I was not able to work, In this neceſſity, I was 
forced fo ſwim behind, and puſh the boat forwards as 
often as I could, with one of my hands; and the tide 
favouring me I advanced fo far, that I could juſt hold up. 
my chin and feel the ground. I reſted! two or three 
minutes, and then gave the boat another ſhove, and ſo 
on till the ſea was no higher than my arm-pits; and now, 

the moſt laborious part being over, I took out my other 
cables, which were ſtowed in one of the ſhips, and faſt- 
ened them firſt to the boat, and then to nine of the veſſels: 
which attended me; the wind being favourable, the ſea- 
men towed, and I ſhoved till we arrived within forty. 
yards of the ſbore, and waiting till the tide was out, I got dry 
to the boat, and with the aſſiſtance of two thouſand men, 
with ropes and engines, 1 made a ſhift to turn it on its 
bottom, and found it was but little damage. 
I ſhall not trouble the reader with the difficulties I was 
under by the help of certain paddles, which coſt me ten 
days making to get my boat to the royal port of Blefuſcu, 
where à mighty concourſe of people appeared upon my 
arrival, full of wonder at the ſight of fo prodigious a veſ- 
fel. I told the Eqperor, that my good fortune had thrown 
this boat in my way to carry me to ſome place, from 
whence I might return into my native country, and beg-. 
ged his Majeſty's orders for getting materials to fit it up, 
together with his licence to depart, which, after ſome 
kind expoſtulations, he was pleaſed to grant, 1 105 
I did very much wonder, in all this time, not to have 
heard of any expreſs relating to me from our Emperor to 
the court of Blefuſcu. But I was afterwards given private- 
ly to underſtand, that his Imperial Majeſty, never ima- 
gining I had the leaſt notice of his deſigns, believed I 
was only gone to Blefuſcu in performance of my promiſe, 
according to the licence he had given me, which was 
well known at our court, and would return in a few days 
7 when 
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when the ceremony was ended. But he was at laſt in pain 
at my long abſence ;, and, after conſulting with the trea - 
ſurer and the reſt « of that cabal, a. perſon of quality waz 
diſpatched with a copy of the articles againſt me. This 
envoy. had inſtructions to repreſent to the Monarch of 
Blefuſeu, the great lenity of his maſter, who was content 
to puniſh me no farther than with the loſs of mine eyes; 
= I had fled from juſtice, and; if 1 did not returu in 
two hours, I ſhould be deprived of my title of Nardac, 
and declared a traitor. The envoy further added, that, 
in order to maintain the peace and amity between both 
empires, his maſter expected, that his brother of Ble- 
fuſca would give orders to haye me ſeat back to Lilliput, 
bound hand and foot, to be puniſhed as a traitor. 

Tre Emperor of Blefaſcu, having taken three days to 
"conſult, returned an anſwer conſiſting of many civilities 
and excuſes, He ſaid, that, as for ſending me bound, his 
brother knew i it was iwpoſlible; that, although I had de- 
prived him of his fleet, yet he owed great obligations to 
me for many good offices I had done him in making the 
peace. That however both their Majeſties would ſoon 
be made eaſy; for 1 had found a prodigious veſſel on 
the ſhore, able to carry me on the ſea, which he had 
given order to fit up with my own aſſiſtance and directi- 
on; and he hoped in a few weeks both empires would 
be freed from 10 inſupportable an incumbrance. 

W1TH this anſwer the envoy returned to Lilliput, and 
the Monarch of Bleſuſcu related to me all that had paſt ; 
offering me at the ſame time (but under the ſtricteſt con- 
ſidence) his gracious protection, if 1 would continue in 

his ſerrice; wherein although I believed him ſincere, yet 
I reſolved never more to put any confidence in princes or 
miniſters, where I could poſhbly avoid it; and therefore, 
with all due acknowlegments for his favourable inten- 
tions, I humbly begged to be excuſcd. I told him, that 
ſince fortune, whether good or evil, had thrown a veſſel 
in my way, I was reſolved to venture myſelf in the o- 
cean, rather than be an occaſion of difference between 
two ſuch mighty monarchs. Neither did 1 fiad the Em- 
peror at all diſpleaſed ; and I diſcovered by a certain ac- 
cident that he was very glad of * reſolution, and ſo 
were moſt of his miniſters. | 
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| Tans conſiderations moved me to ballen my Wee 
ure ſomewhat ſooner than I intended; to which the court, 
impatient to have me gone, very readily contributed. 
Five hundred workmen were employed to make two fails 
ro my boat, according ro my directions, by quilting thir- 
teen fold of their ſtrongeſt linen together. I was at the 
pains of making ropes and cables by twiſting ten, twenty, 
or thirty of the thickeſt and ſtrongeſt of theirs. A great 
ſtone that I happened to find, — a long ſearch by the 
ſea ſhore, ſerved me for an anchor. I had the tallow of 
three hundred cows for greaſing my boat and other uſes. 
1 was at incredible pains in cutting down ſome of the 
largeſt timber-trees for oars and maſts, wherein I was 
however much aſſiſted by his Majeſty's ſhip-carpenters, 
who helped me in imoothing them, after I had Gone the 
rough work. 
* about a month, vhea e e e 1 ſent to 
receive his Majeſty's commands, and to take my leave, 
The Emperor and royal family came out of the palace ; 
I lay dewn. on my face to kiſs his hand, which he very 
graciouſly gave me; ſo did the Empreſs, and young 
Princes of the blood. His Majeſty preſented me with - 
fifty purſes of two hundred rugs a piece, together with 
his A jak at full length, which I put immediately into 
one of my gloves to keep it from being hurt. The cere- 
monies at my departure were too many to trouble the 
reader with at this time. ; 
1 flored the boat with the carcaſes of an hundrec 
oxen, and three hundred ſheep, with bread and drink 
proportionable, and as much meat ready dreſſed as four 
hundred cooks could provide. 1 took with me fix cows 
and two bulls alive, with as many ews and rams, intend- 
ing to carry them into my own country, and propagate 
the breed. And to feed them on board I had a good 
bundle of hay, and a bag of com. I would gladly have 
taken a dozen of the natives, but this was a thing the 
Emperor would by no means permit; and belides a dili- - 
gent ſearch into my pockets, his Majelty engaged my 
honour not to carry away any of his ſubjects, akbough 
with their own conſent and deſire. 
_HavinG thus prepared all things as well as I was able, 
I ſet ſail on the 24th day of 5 . at ſix \ 
| 5 
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| the morning; and when I had gone about four leagues 
the north ward, the wind being at ſouth-eaſt, at ix Dube 
| evening 1 deſcried a ſmall iſland. about half a league to 
the north-weſt. I advanced forward and caſt anchor on 
the lee · ſide of the iſland, which ſeemed to be uninhabit- 
ed. I then took ſome refreſhment, and went to my reſt. 
1 ſlept well, and as 1 conjecture at leaſt fix hours, for [ 
found the day broke in two hours after I awaked. It was 
a clear night. I cat my breakfaſt before the ſun was up; 
and heaving anchor, the wind being favourable, 1 ſteered 
| the ſame courſe that I had done the day before, where- 
in I was directed by my pocket-compals. My intention 
was to reach, if poſſible, one of thoſe iſlands which 1 
had reaſon to believe lay to the north-eaſt of Van Die- 
men's land. I diſcovered nothing all that day; but upon 
the next, about three in the afternoon, when I had by 
my computation made twenty four leagues from Blefu- 
ſeu, I deſeried a fail ſteering to the ſouth-eaſt ; my courſe 
was due eaſt. 1 re her, but could get no anſwer; 
yet I found 1 gained upon her, for the wind dackened. 
matle all the Tit I N and in half an hour ſhe ſpied 
me, then hung out her ancient, and diſcharged a gun. 
It is not eaſy to expreſs the joy I was in upon the unex- 
pected hope of once more ſecing my beloved country, 
and the dear pledges I left in it. The ſhip ſlackened ber 
ſails, and I came up with her between five and fix in the 
evening, September 26; but my heart leapt within me to 
ſee her Engliſh colours. I put my cows and ſheep into 
my coat-pockets, and got on board with all my little 
cargo of proviſions. The veſſel was an Engliſh merchant- | 
man, returning from Japan by the North and South ſeas; 
the captain Mr Jobn Biddel of Deptford, a very civil 
man, and an excellent failor. We were now in the lati- 
tude of 30 degrees ſouth, there were about fifty men in 
the ſhip; and here | met an old comrade of mine, one 
Peter Williams, who gave me a good character to the 
captain. This gentleman treated me with kindneſs, and 
deſired I would let him know what place I came from 
laſt, and whither I was bound; which 1 did in few words; 
but he thought I was raving, and that the dangers 1 bad 
underwent had diſturbed my head; whereupon I took my 
black cattle and ſheep out of my pocket, which, after 
: G 2 
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great Asie, elearly convinced him ** my veracity. 
I then ſhewed him the gold given me by the Emperor of 
Blefuſcu, together with his Majeſty's picture at full length, 
and ſome other rarities of that country. I gave him two 
purſes of two hundred ſprugs each, and promiſed, when 
we arrived in England, to wake him a preſent of a cow 
and a ſheep big with yo 

I ſhall not wait the reader with a ape account 
of this voyage, which was very proſperous for the moſt 
part. We arrived in the Downs on the 13th of April 
1702. I had only one misfortune, that the rats on 
board carried away one of my ſhe&&p; 1 found her bones 
in a hole, picked clean from the fleſh. The reſt of my 
cattle J got ſafe a ſhore, and fer them a grazing in a 
bowling-green at Greenwich, where the ſineneſs of the 
graſs made them feed very heartily, though I had always 
feared the contrary-: neither could I poſſibly have pre · 
ſerved them in ſo long a voyage, if the captain had not 
allowed me ſome of his beſt biſket, which rubbed to 
powder, and mingled with water, was their conſtant food; 
The ſhort time 1] continued in England, I made a conſi· 
derable profit by ſhewing my cattle to many perſons of 
quality, and others: and before I began my ſecond voy- 
age, I ſold them for fix hundred pounds. Since my laſt 
return I find the breed is conſiderably increaſed, eſpecial 
ly the ſheep, which 1 hope will prove much to the ad- 
vantage of the en e 155 the hneneſs of the 
fleeces. e p 
'I ſtaid but two bene with my wiſe: and ae 
for my inſatiable deſire of ſeeing foreign countries would 
ſuffer me to continue no longer. I leſt ſifteen hundred 
pounds with my wife, and fixed her in a good houſe at 
Redriff. My remaining ſtock I carried with me, part in 
money and part in goods, in hopes to improve my for · 
tunes. My eldeſt uncle John had left me an eſtate in 
land, near Epping, of about thirty pounds a year; and 1 
had a long leafe of the Black-Bull in Fetter-Lane, which 
yielded me as much more: ſo that I was not in any: dan- 
ger of leaving my family upon the pariſh. My ſon John- 
ny, named fo after his uncle, was at the grammar ſchool, 
— 5 e dig "WR . pag Ti rh is me 
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| and has children) was then at her needle- 
work. I took leave of my wife, and boy, and girl, with 
tears on both ſides, and went on board the Adventure, a 
merchant - hip of 300 tons, bound for Surat, Capt. John 
Nicholas of Liverpool commander. But my account of 
0 
tray 3 | | 
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A . Aa deſcribed ; the long boat ſent to \ fetch Was 
ter ; the author goes with' it to diſcover the country. 
He it left on ſhore, is ſeized by one of the natives, 
and carried to a farmer's houſe. His reception, with 
| ſeveral accidents that REY oy, A 3 of 
, the inhabitants. | 
— 9 7 


He been condemned by 3 and for- 


tune to an active and reſtleſs life, in two months 
after my return I again left my native country, 
and tock ſhipping in the Downs on the 2oth day of June 
1702, in the Adventure, Capt. John Nicholas a Corniſn 
man commander, bound for Surat. We had a very pro- 
fx erous gale till we arrived at the Cape of Good Hope, 
where we landed for freſn water, but diſcovering a leak, 
[we unſhipped our goods, and. wintered there ; for, the 
tain falling lick of. an ague, we could not leave the 
Cape till the fr of March. We then ſet fail, and had a 
| ood voyage till we paſſed the Streights of Madagaſcar ; : 
= Par having g gchward of that iſland, and to about five 
degrees ſouth late, the winds, which in thoſe ſeas are 
obſerved to blow a copſtant equal gale between the north 
and welt, from the beginning of December to the begin- 
125 ning of May, on the 19th of April began to blow with 
much greater violence, and more, welterly than uſual, 
continuing ſo for twenty days together, during which 
time we were driven a little to the eaſt of the Molucca 
ilands, and about three degrees northward of the line, 
as our captain found by an obſeryation he took the by 
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of May, at which time the wind cealed, and it wil a per 
fect m, whereat I was not a little rejoiced. But he, 08. 
ing a man well experienced in the navigation of — 
ſeas, bid us all prepare againſt a ſtorm, which/accordin 
happened the «leg: for a ſouthern'wind, 
ed the Corbi monſoon, began to ſet inn 
"FINDING it was like to overblow, we took Neth 
ſall, and ſtood by to hand the fore · ſail; but, making foul 
Weather, we looked the guns were all faſt, and handed 
the miſſen.” The ſhip lay very broad off, 1 we thought 
it better ſpooning before the ſea, than trying or hülling. 
We reft the fore-fail and ſer bim, and hawled' aft the 
fore-ſheet; the helm was bard'a weather. The ſhip'wore - 
bravely.. We belaid the fore · down hall; but the l 
was ſplit, and we hawled down the yard, and got the ſail 
into the ſhip, and unbound all the things clear offt It 
ws a very Re ſtorm; che ſea broke ſtrange and — 
We hawled off upon the lanniard of the Whip- taff, 
il helped the man at the helm. We would not get down 
our top- maſt, but let all Land, becauſe ſhe ſcudded before 
the ſea very well, and we "ripe that; the top-malt'b 
aloft, the ſhip was the wholſomer, and made better way - 
through the ſea, ſecing we had ſea room. Wen the 
ſtorm was over, we ſet fore · ſail and main fill and 
brought the ſhip to. Then we ſet the miſſen, main · top 
fajl, and the fore - top-ſail. Our courſe was ea/t-norrh- 
eaſt, the wind was at ſouth-2ve/t, We got the ſtar- board 


tacks a board, we caſt off our weather braces and lifts; 


we ſet in the lee-braces, and hawled forward by the wea- 
ther-bowlings, and hawled them tight, and belaid them, .. 
and hawled over the miſſen-tack to windward, and let 
her full and by as near as ſhe would lie. 
'DvzinG' this ſtorm, which was followed" by a leg 
wind we 0 75 ſouth-weſt, we were carried by my computati- 
on about five hundred lea gues to the eaſt," ſo that the 
oldeſt ſailor on board could not tell in what part of the 
world we were. Our proviſions held out well, our ſhip 
was ſtaunch, and our crew all in good bealth; but we 
d lay i in the utmoſt diſtreſs for water. We thought i it beſt 
to hold on the ſame courſe, rather than turn more north- 
| _ erly, which might have brought us to the e pans 
| * great Tartary, and into the frozen fea, + 529% 
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On the 16th day of June, 1703, a boy on the top · maſt 


diſcovered land. On the 17th, we came in full view of a 
great iſland, or. continent (for we knew not whether) on 


8 the ſouth-fide whereof was a ſmall neck of land jutting 


out into the ſea, and a creek too ſhallow to hold a ſhip 
of above one hundred tons. We caſt anchor within a 
league of this creek, and, our captain ſent a dozen of his 
men well armed in the long-boat, with veſſels for water, 
if any could be found. I deſired his leave to go with 
them, that I might ſee the country, and make what diſ- 
coveries I, could. When we came to land, we ſaw no 
rirer or ſpring, nor any ſign of inhabitants. Our men 
therefore wandered on the ſhore to find out ſome freſh 
water near the ſea, and 1 walked alone about a mile on 
the other fide, where 1 obſerved the country all barren 
and rocky. I now began to be weary, and ſeeing nothing 
to entertain my curioſity, I returned gently down to- 
wards the creek ;' and the ſea being full in my view, 1 
ſaw our men already got into the boat, and rowing for 
life to the ſhip. I was going to hollow after them, al- 
though it had been to little purpoſe, when I obſerved a 
huge creature walking after them in the ſea, as faſt as 
he could; he waded not much deeper than his knees, and 
took prodigious ſtrides : but our men had the (tart of him 
half a league, and, the ſea theteabouts being full of 
ſharp-pointed rocks, the monſter was not able to over take 
the boat. This 1 was afterwards told, for 1 durſt not 
ſtay to ſee the iſſue of the adventure; but ran as faſt as 
I could the way 1 firſt went, and then climbed up a ſteep 
hill, which gave me ſome proſpect of the country, I 1 
found it fully cultivated; but that which firſt ſurprized 
me was the length of the graſs, which, in thoſe avg 
that ſeemed to be kept for hay, was about twenty feet 
high. 
3 fell into a  bigh. road, for ſo 1 took it to. be, though 
it ſerved to the inhabitants only as a foot path through 
a field of barley. Here I walked on for ſome time, but 
could ſee little on either ſide, it being now near harveſt, 
and the corn riſing at leaſt forty feet, I was an hour 
walking to the end of this field, which was fenced in 
with a-hedge of at leaſt one hundred and twenty feet 
= and the trees ſo lofty that 1 could make no com 
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this field into the next. It had four ſteps, and a ſtone to 
croſs over when you came to the uppermoſt. It was im- | 
poſſible for me to climb this ſtile, becauſe every ſtep was 
{ix feet high, and the upper ſtone above twenty. I was I 
endeavouring to find ſome gap in the hedge, when I dif- 
covered one of the inhabitants in the next field advan» 
cing towards the ſtile, of the fame fize with him whom I 
ſaw in the ſea purſuing our boat. He Appeared as tall as 
an ordinary ſpire-ſteeple, and took about ten yards at 
every {tride, as near as I could gueſs. ' I was (truck with 
the utmoſt fear and aſtoniſhment, and ran to hide myſelf 
in the corn, from whence 1 ſaw him at the top of the 
ſtile looking back into the next field on the right hand, 
and heard him ca! in a yoice many degrees louder than 
a ſpeaking trumpet ; but the noiſe ws ſo high in the air, 
that at firſt I certainly thought it was thunder. Where 
upon ſeven monſters, like himſelf, came towards him 
with” reaping hooks in their. hands, each hook about the 
largeneſs of fix ſcythes. Theſe people were not ſo well 
clad, as the firſt, whoſe ſervants ot labourers they ſeemed 
to be: for, upon ſome words he ſpoke, they went to reap 
the corn in the field where I lay. I kept from̃ them at as Th 
great a diſtance as I could, but was forced to move with 
extreme difficulty; for the ſtalks of the corn were ſome · 
times not above a foot diſtant, ſo that I could har 
"ſqueeze my body betwixt them. However I made aſh 
to go forward, till I came to a part of the field where 
the corn had been laid by the rain and wind. Here it 
was impoſlible for me to advance a ſtep; for the ſtalks 
were ſo interwoven that I could not creep through, and 
the beards of the fallen ears ſo ſtrong and pointed, that 
they pierced through my cloaths into my fleſh. At the 
fame time I heard the reapers not above an hundred yards 
behind me. Being quite diſpirited with toil, and whol- 
ly overcome by griet and deſpair, I lay down between 
two ridges, and. heartily wiſhed I might there end tay 
days. I bemoaned my deſolate widow, and fatherlcls 
children. I lamented my own folly and wilfulnefs in at- 
tempting a fecond voyage againſt the advice of all my 
friends and relations: In this terrible apitation of mind 1 
could not forbear thinking of Lilliput, whoſe ** 
OS | C 
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looked upon me as the greateſt prod y that ever r 
ed in the world: where 1 ONES draw an = 
fleet in my hand, and perform thoſe other actions which 
vill be recorded for ever in the chronicles of that em- 
pire, while poſterity ſhall hardly believe them, although 
atteſted by millions. I reflected what a mortiſication it 
muſt prove to me to appear as inconſiderable in this na - 
tion, as one ſingle Lilli iputian would. be among us. But 
I conceived was to 1* the leaſt of my mufortunts : 
for, as human creatures are obſerved to be more ſavage 
and cruel in proportion to their bulk, what could I ex - 
pect but to be a morſel in the mouth of the firſt among 
theſe enormous barbarians, that ſhould happen to ſeize me? 
Undoubtedly philoſophers are in the right when they tell 
us, that nothing is great or little otherwiſe than by com- 
. * might have pleaſed fortune to have let the Lil · 
ome nation, where the people were as di- 
| 9 — 5 reſpect to them, as they were to me. And 
who knows but that even this prodigious race of mortals 
might be equally overmatched in ſome diſtant . of the 
world, whereof we have yet no diſcovery. 
5 - SCARED, and confounded as I was, 1 iN not aten 
going. enn on with theſe reſlections, when one of the reapers, 
approachin e pants. of, the ode e where 1 lay, 
made me apprehend that with the next ſtep I ſhould 2 
ſquaſhed to death under his foot, or cut in two with his 
reaping- hock. And. therefore, when he was again about 
to move, I ſcreamed as loud as fear could make me. 
| Whereupon the huge creature trod ſhort, and, looking 
| ST Nee ner bois oe ds is. at laſt ef] pied me 
as I lay on the ground. | He conſidered a while wich the 
ion of one who endeavours to lay hold on a ſmall 
gerous animal, in ſuch a manner that it ſhall not be 
able either to ſcratch or to bite him, as 1 myſelf bave 
ſometimes done with a weaſel in England. At length he 
ventured to take me up behind by Ike middle between 
his fore- linger and thumb, and Moy me within three 
yards of his eyes, that he might behold my ſhape more 
perfectly. I gueſſed his meaning; and my y good fortune 
| me ſo much preſence of mind, that I reſolved not to 


ggle in the leaſt as he held me in the air above ſixty 
6 "om! the a although he n e 
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ſides, for fear I ſhould flip through his fingers. All I ven- 


tured was to raiſe mine eyes towards the ſun, and place 


my hands together in a ſupplicating poſture, and to'ſpeak 


ſome words in an humbly melancholy tone, ſuitable to 
n | 


the condition I then was in. For I: 
ment that he would daſh me againſt the ground, as we 


uſually do any little hateful animal, which we have a 
mind to deſtroy*. But my good ſtar would have it, that 


he appeared pleaſed with my voice and geſtures, and be- 
gan to look upon me as a curioſity, much wondering to 


hear me pronounce articulate words, altho he could not 
underſtand them. In the mean time I was not able to 


forbear groaning and ſhedding tears, and turning my 
head towards my ſides; letting him know, as well as 1 
could, how cruelly I was hurt by the preſſure of his 
thumb and finger. He ſeemed to apprehend my mean- 
ing; for, lifting up the lappet of his coat, he put me 


gently into it, and immediately ran along with me to his 


maſter, who was z ſubſtantial farmer, and the ſame per- 
ſon 1 had firſt ſeen in the field. 
Tux farmer having (as I ſuppoſe by their talk) receiy- 


ed ſuch an account of me as his ſervant could give him, | 


took a piece of a ſmall ſtraw, about the ſize of a walking- 
aff, and therewith lifted up the lappets of my coat; 
which it ſeems he thought to be ſome kind of covering 
that nature had given me. He blew my hairs aſide to 
take a better view of my face. He called his hinds about 
him, and aſked them (as I afterwards learned) whether 


they had ever ſeen in the fields any little creature that 
reſembled me: he then placed me ſoftly on the ground 
upon all four, but I got immediately up, and walked ſlow- 

ly backwards and forwards, to let thoſe people ſee 1 had 


no intent to run away. They all fat down in a circle a- 
bout me the better to obſerve my motions. I pulled off 

* Oar inattention to the felicity of ſenſitive beings merely be- 
cauſe they are ſmall, is here forcibly reproved: many bave wan» 


tonly cruſhed an inſect, who would ſhudder at cutting the throat 


of a dog ; but it ſhould always be remembered, that the leaſt of 
In mortal ſufferance feels a pang as great „ N N 
As when a giant dies. Hawke 
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my hat, and made a low bow towards the farmer. I fell 
my knees, and lifted up my hands and eyes, and ſpoke 
: — words as loud as 1 could: I took a punle of Told 
out of my pocket, and humbly preſented it io him. 
— —9 it on the palm of his hand, then applied it cloſe 
ro, his eye to ſee what it was, and afterwards turned 11 
ſeveral times with the point of a pin (which he took ou 
of bis ſleeve) but could make nothing of it. Wherenpon 
I made a ſigu that he ſhould place his hand on the ground. 
I then took the purſe, and opening it, poured all the gold 
into his palm. There were ſix Spaniſh pieces of four 
piſtoles each, beſides, twenty or thirty ſmaller coins, I 
ſaw him wet the tip of his little finger. upon his tongue, 
and take up one of my largeſt pieces, and then another, 
but he ſeemed to be wholly i ignorant what they were, He 
made me a ſigu to put them again into my purſe, and the 
purſe again into my pocket, which, after offering it to 
bim ſeveral times, I thought it beſt to do. 

Tus farmer by this time was convinced I muſt be a 
rational creature. He ſpoke often to me, but the ſound 
of his voice pierced my ears like that of a water · mill, yet 
his words were articulate enough. I anſwered as loud as 
I could in ſeveral languages, and he often Jaid his car 
within two yards of me; but all in vain, for we were 
. wholly unintelligible to each other. He then ſent his 
ſervants to their work, and taking his handkerchief out 
of his pocket, he doubled and ſpread it on his left hand, 
which he placed flat on the ground with the palm up- 
wards, making me a figa to ſtep into it, as I could. caſily 
do, for it was not above a foot in thicknefs. 1 thought 
it my part to obey, and, for fear of falling, laid myſelf 
at full length upon the handkerchief, with the remainder 
of which he lapped me up to the head for farther ſecu- 
' rity, and in this manner carried me home to his houſe. 
There he called his wife, and ſhewed me to her; but ſhe 
ſcreamed and ran back, as women in England do at the 
ſight of a toad or a ſpider. However, when ſhe had a 
while ſeen my behaviour, and how well I obſerved the 
ſigns her huſband made, ſhe was ſoon reconciled; and by 
degrees grew extremely tender of me. 

It was about twelve at noon, and a ſervant brought 
in dinner. It was only one iabltamual diſh of meat (fit 

for 
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for the plain condition of an huſbandman) in a diſh of a- 
bout four and twenty feet diameter. The company 
were the farmer and his wife, three children and an old 
grandmother: when they were ſat down, the farmer pla- 
ced me at ſome diſtance from him on the table, which was 
thirty feet high from the floor. I was in a terrible fright, 
and kept as far as I could from the edge for fear of falling. 
The wife minced a bit of meat, then crumbled ſome 
bread on a trencher, and placed it before me. I made 
her a low bow, took out my knife and fork, and fell to 
eat, which gave them exceeding delight. The miſtreſs 
ſent her maid for a ſmall dram cup, which held about two 
gallons, and filled it with drink; I took up the veſſel 
with much difficulty in both hands, and in a moſt re- 
ſpectful manner drank to her Ladyſhip's health, expreſ- 
ſing the words as loud as I could in Engliſh, which made 
the company laugh fo heartily, that I was almoſt deafen- 
ed with the noiſe. This liquor taſted like a ſmall cyder, 
and was not unpleaſant. Then the maſter made me a ſign 
to come to his trencher- (ide ; but as I walked. on the 
table, being in great ſurprize all the time, as the indul- _ 
gent reader will eaſily conceive and excuſe, 1 happened 
to ſtumble againſt a crult, and fell flat on my face, but 
received no hurt. I got up immediately, and obſerving 
the good people to be in much concern, I took my hat 
(which I held under my arm out of good-manners) and, 
waving it over my head, made three huzzas, to ſhew I had 
got no miſchief by my fall. But advancing forwards toward 
my maſter (as I ſhall henceforth call him) his youngeſt 
ſon who ſat next him, an arch boy of about ten years old, 
took me up-by the legs, .and held me ſo high in the air, 
that I-trembled every limb ; but his father ſnatched me 
from him, and at the ſame time gave him ſuch a box on the 
left ear, as would have felled an European troop of horſe 
to the earth, ordering him to be taken from the table. 
But being afraid the boy might owe me a ſpight, and 
well remembering how. miſchievous all children among 
us naturally are to ſparrows, rabbits, young kittens, and 
puppy-dogs, I fell on my knees, and pointing to the boy 
made my maſter to underſtand, as well as I could, that I 
deſired his ſon might be pardoned. The father complied, 
and the lad took his ſeat again; whereupon I went to 
. 9 5 | him 
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him and kiſſed his hand, which my maſter took, and 
made him ſtroak me gently with it. 
Isx the midſt of dinner, my miſtreſs's favourite cat lar 
into her lap. I heard a noiſe behind me like that of a 
dozen ſtocking weavers at work; and turning my head, 
1 found it proceeded from the purring of that animal, 
| who ſeemed to be three times larger than an ox, as I 
£omputed by the view of her head, and one of her paws, 
while her miſtreſs was feeding and ſtroaking her. The 
fierceneſs of this creature's countenance altogether diſ- 
compoſed me ; though I ſtood at the further end of the 
table, above fifty feet off; and although my miſtreſs held 
her faſt, for fear ſhe might give a ſpring, and ſeize me in 
her talons. But it happened there was no danger; for 
the cat took not the leaſt notice of me, when my maſter 
placed me within three yards of her. And as I have 
been always told, and found true by experience in my 
| travels, that flying or diſcovering fear before I fierce ani- 
mal is a certain way to make it purſue or attack you, ſo I 
reſolved in this dangerous juncture to ſhew no manner of 
concern. I walked with intrepidity five or ſix times before 
the very head of the cat, and came within half a yard of 
her; whereupon ſhe drew herſelf back, as if ſhe were 
more afraid of me: I had leſs apprehenſion concerning 
the dogs, whereof three or four came into the room, as 
it is uſual in farmers houſes ; one of which was a maſtiff 
equal in bulk to four elephants, and a greyhound ſome- 
what taller than the maſtiff, but not ſo large. 
Wen dinner was almoſt done, the nurſe came in with 
a child of a year old in her arms, who immediately ſpied 
me, and began a ſquall that you might have heard from 
London-bridge to Chelſea, after the uſual oratory of in- 
fants, to get me for a play-thing. The mother, out of 
pure indulgence, took me up, and put me towards the 
child, who preſently ſeized me by the middle, and got 
my. bead into his mouth, where I roared ſo loud that the 
urchin was frighted, and let me drop, and I ſhould infal- 
libly have broke my neck, if the mother had not held 
her apron under me. The nurſe to quiet her babe, made 
uſe of a rattle ; which was a kind of hollow veſſel filled 
with great ſtones, and faſtened by a cable to the child's. 
waiſt: but all in vain, fo that hn was forced to apply 
the 
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the laſt remedy by giving it ſack, I muſt confeſs no ob- 


ject diſguſted me ſo much, as the ſight of her mon- 
ſtrous breaſt, which I cannot tell what to compare with, 

fo as to give the curious reader an idea of its bulk, ſhape, 
and colour. It ſtood prominent fix feet, and could not 
be leſs than ſixteen in circumference.' The nipple was 
about half the bigneſs of my head, and the hue both of 
that and the dug ſo variſied with ſpots, - pimples, and 


freckles, that nothing could appear more nauſeous; for 


I had a near fight of her, ſhe ſitting doun the more con- 
veniently to give ſuck, and I ſtanding on the table. This 
made me refle& upon the fair ſkins of our Engliſh ladies, 
who appear ſo beautiful to us, only becauſe they are of 


our own ſize, and their defects not to be ſeen but through 


a magnifying-glaſs, where we find by experiment, that 
the ſmootheſt and whiteſt fins look rough and courle, 
and ill-coloured. 

I remember, when I was at Lilliput, the complexions 
of thoſe diminutive people appeared to me the faireſt in 
the world; and talking upon this ſubject with a perſon 
of learning there, who was an intimate friend of mine, he 
ſaid that my face appeared much fairer and ſmoother 
vhen he looked en me from the ground, than it did up- 

on a nearer view when I took him up in my hand and 


\ 


brought him. cloſe, which he confeſſed was at firſt a very 


ſhocking fight. He faid he could diſcover great holes 
in my ſkin; that the ſtumps of my beard were ten times 


ſtronger than the briſtles of a boar, and my complexion 


made vp of ſeveral colours altogether diſagreeable: altho' 

I mult beg leave to fay for myſelf, that 1 am as fair as 
moſt of my ſex and country, and very little ſan-burnt 
by all my travels, On the other ſide, diſcourſing of 
the ladies in that Emperor's court, he uſed to tell me, 
one had freckles, another too wide a mouth, a third too 
large a noſe, nothing of which I was able to diſtinguiſh. 

I confeſs this reflection was obvious enough; which how- 
ever I could not forbear, leſt the reader might think thoſe 
vaſt creatures were actually deformed; for 1 muſt do 
them juſtice to ſay, they are a comely race of people ; 


and particularly the features of my maſter's countenance, 


. he were but a farmer, when I beheld bim-from | 
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the height of wow feet, appeared. very well ent 
tioned. 

Warn dinner was done, my maſter went out to his 
labourers, and, as I could diſcover by his voice and ge- 
ſture, gave his wife a ſtrict charge to take care of me. I 
was very much tired, and diſpoſed to ſſeep, which my 
miſtreſs perceiving, ſhe put me on her own bed, and co- 
vered me with a clean white handkerchief, but larger and 
coarſer than the main ſail of a man of war. 

Is ſlept about two hours, and dreamed I was at bome 
with my wife and children, which aggravated my ſor- 
rows when 1 awaked, and found myſelf alone in a vaſt 
room, between two and three hundred feet wide, and a- 
bove two hundred high, lying in a bed twenty yards 
wide. My miſtreſs was gone about her houſſiold affairs, 
and had locked me in. The bed was eight yards from 
the floor. Some natural neceſſities required me to get 
down; I durſt not preſume to call, and, if ! had, it 
wou'd have been in vain with ſuch a voice as mine, at ſo 
great a diſtance as from the room where I lay to the 
kitchen where the Family kept. While I was under theſe 
circumſtances, two rats crept up the curtains, and ran 
imelling backwards and forwards on the bed. One of 
them came up almoſt to my face, whereupon I roſe in a 
fright, and drew out my hanger to defend myſelf. Theſe 
horrible animals had the boldneſs to attack me on both 
ſides, and one of them held his fore-feet at my collar; 
bur 1 had the good fortune to rip up his belly, before be 
could do me any miſchief. He fell down at my feet, and 
the other ſeeing the fate of his comrade mage his eſcape, 
but not without one good wound on the back, which I 
gare him as he fled, and made the blood run trickling 
from him. After this exploit I walked gently to and fro 
on the bed to recover my breath and loſs of fpirits. 
Theſe creatures were of the ſize of a large maſtiff, but 
infinitely more nimble and fierce, fo that, if I had taken 
off my belt before I went to ſleep, I mult have infallibly 
been torn to pieces and devoured. I meaſured the tail 
of the dead rat, and found it to be two yards long, want- 
ing an inch: but it went againſt my ſtomach to drag the 
carcaſs off the bed, where it lay (till bleeding; I . 
. Ye ved 
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ved it had yet ſome life, but, with a ſlrong flaſh croſs the 
neck, I thorougly diſpatched it, 

Soon after my miſtreſs.came into the room, who ſees | 
ing me all bloody ran and took me up in her hand. I 
pointed to the dead rat, ſmiling, and making other ſigns 
to-ſhew I was not hurt, whereat ſhe was extremely re- 
Joiced, calling the maid to take up the dead rat with a 
pair of tongs, and throw it out of the window. Then 
the {ct me on a table, where 1 ſhewed her my hanger all 
bloody, and, wiping it on the Jappet of my coat, return- 
ed it to the ſcabbard. I was preſſed to do more than one 
thing, which another could not do for me, and therefore 
endeavoured to make my miſtreſs underſtand that I deſi- 
red to be ſet down on the floor; which after ſhe, hac 
done, my baſhfulneſs would not ſuffer me to expreſs | 
ſelf farther, than by pointing to-the door, and bowing 1 5 . 
veral times. The good woman, with much difficulty, 
at laſt perccived what I would be at, and taking me up 
again in her hand, walked into the garden, where ſhe ſer 
me down. l went on one fide about two hundred yards, 
and beckoning to her not to look or to follow me, I hid 
myſelf between two leaves of ſorrel, and there walks 
the neceſſities of nature. 

I hope the gentle reader will excuſe me for dwclling on 
theſe and the like particulars, which, however inſignifi- 
cant they may appear to grovelling vulgar minds, yet will 
certainly help a philoſopher to enlarge his thoughts and 
imagination, and apply them to the beneſit of public as 
well as private life, which was my ſole deſign in pre- 
ſenting this and other accounts of my travels to the 
world; wherein I have been chiefly ſtudious of truth, 
without affecting any ornaments of learning or of ltyle. 
Bat the whole ſcenc of this voyage made fo ſtrong an im- 
preſſion on my mind, and is ſo deeply fixed in my me- 
mory, that in committing it to paper I did not omit one 
material circumſtance : however, upon a ſtrict review, I 
blotted out ſeveral paſſages of leſs moment which were in 
my firſt copy, for fear of being cenſured as tedious and 
trifling, whereof travellers are 2 perhaps not without 
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as I began to learn their language, and Nabe my wants 
known. This young girl was ſo handy, that, after I had 
once or twice pulled off my cloaths before her, ſhe was 
able to dreſs and undreſs me, tho? I never gave her that 
trouble, when ſhe would let me do either myſelf. She 
made me ſeven ſhirts, and ſome other linen, of as fine 
cloth as could be got, which indeed was coarſer than 
fackcloth ; and theſe ſhe conſtantly waſhed for me with 
her own hands. She was likewiſe my ſchool-miſtrefs to 
reach me the language: when I pointed to any thing, ſhe 
told me the name of it in her own tongue, fo that in a 
few days I was able to call for whatever & had a mind to. 
She was very good - natured, and not above forty feet 
high, being little for her age. She gave me the name of 
Grildrig, which the family took up, and afterwards the 
whole kingdom. The word imports what the Latins call 
nanunculus, the Italians homurceletino, and the Engliſh 
-annitin. To her 1 chiefly owe my preſervation in that 
country: we never parted while 1 was there; I called 
her my Glumdalclitch or little nurſe; and ſhould be 

| guilry of preat ingratitude, if I omitted this honourable 
mention of her care and aff. ion towards me, which 1 
| hearti'y wiſh it lay in my power to requite as ſhe deſerves, - 
| inſtead of being the innocent but unhappy inſtru ment of 
ker diſgrace, as | have too much reaſon to fear. | 
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Ir how began to be known and talked of in the neigh- 
bourhood, that my maſter had found a ſtrange animal in 
the field, about the bigneſs of a ſplactnuci, but exactly 
ſhaped in every part like a human creature; which it 
like wiſe imitated in all its actions; ſeemed to ſpeak in a 


little language of its own, had already learned ſeveral 
words of theirs, went erect upon two legs, was tame and 


gentle, would come when it was called, do whatever it 


plexion fairer than a nobleman's daughter of three years 
old. Another farmer, who lived hard by, and was a 
particular friend of my maſter, came on a viſit: on pur - 
. Pole to inquire into the truth of this ſtory. I was im- 
mediately produced, and placed upon a table, where +I 


walked as I was commanded, drew. my hanger, put it up 
again, made my reverence to my maſter's gueſt, aſked him 
in his own language how he did, and told him he was 
welcome, juſt as my little nurſe had inſtructed me. This 
man, who was old and dim-ſighted, put on his ſpectacles 


to behold me better, at which 1 could not forbear laugh- 


ing very heartily, for his eyes appeared like the full moon 
ſhining into a chamber at two windows. Our people, who 
diſcovered the cauſe of my mirth, bore me company in 
laughing, at which the old fellow was fool enough to be 


angry and ont of countenance. He had the character of 


a great miſer, and, to my misfortune, he well deſerved it 
by the curſed advice he gave my maſter, to ſhew me as 
a ſight upon a market-day in the next town, which was 
half an hour's riding, about-two and twenty miles from 


our houſe. I gueſſed there was ſome miſchief contriving, 


When I obſerved my maſter and his friend whiſpering 
long together, ſometimes pointing at me; and my fears 


made me fancy that I overheard and underſtood ſome of 


their words. But the next morning Glumdalclitch, my 


little nurſe told me the whole matter, which ſhe had 


cunningly picked out from her mother. The poor girl 


\ 
— 


by 


laid me on her boſom, and fell a weeping with ſhame 
and grief. She apprehended ſome miſchief would happen 
to me from rude vulgar folks, who might ſqueeſe me 


to death, or break one of my limbs by taking me in their 


hands. She had alſo obſerved how modeſt I was in my 
nature, how nicely I regarded my honour, and what an 
TS | dignity 


8 


nnr a mak 
_ indignity I ſhould: conceive it to be expoſed for money 
as a public (pectacle to the meaneſt of the people. She 
ſaid, her papa and mama had promiſed that Grildrig 
ſhould be hers, but now ſne found they meant to ſerve 
her as they did laſt year, when they pretended to give 
her a.lawb, and yet, as ſoon as it was fat, fold it to a 
butcher. For my own part, I may truly affirm, that I 
was leſs concerned than my nurſe, I had a ſtrong hope, 
which never left me, that I ſhould one day recover my li- 
berty; and as to the ignominy of being carried about for 
a monſter, I conſidered myſelf to be a perfect ſtranger in 
the country, and that ſuch a misfortune could never be 
charged upon me as a reproach, if ever I ſhould return 
to England; fince the King of Great · Britain himſelf, in 
my condition, muſt have undergone the ſame diſtreſs. 
Mx maſter, purſuant to the advice of his friend, car- 
ried me in a box the next market-day to the neighbour- 
ing town, and took along with him his little daughter, 
my nurſe, upon a pillion behind him. The box was cloſe 
on every fide, with a little door for me to go in and out, 
and a few gimlet: holes to let in air. The girl had been 
ſo careful as to put the quilt. of her baby's bed into it 
for me to lie down on. However I was terribly ſhaken 
and diſcompoſed in this journey, tho? it were but of half 
an hour, For the horſe went about, forty feet at every 
ſtep, and trotted ſo high, that the agitation was equal 
to the riſing and falling of a ſhip in a great ſtorm, 
but much more frequent : our journey was ſomewhat far- 
ther than from London to St Alban's. My maſter alight- 
ed at an inn which he uſed to frequent; and after con- 
ſulting a while with the inn · keeper, and making ſome 
neceſſary preparations, he hired the grultrud or crier to 
give notice throꝰ the town of a ſtrange creature to be 
ſeen at the ſign of the Green Eagle, not fo big as a ſplack- 
nuk (an animal in that country very ſindly ſhaped, about 
ſix feet long) and in every part of the body reſembling an 
human creature, could ſpeak ſeveral words, and perform 
an hundred diverting tricks, | | . „ 
I was placed upon a table in the largeſt room of the 
inn, which might be near three hundred feet ſquare. My 
little nurſe Rood on a low ſtool cloſe to the table to take 
care of me, and direct what I ſhould do. My maſter, t 
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avoid a eroud, would ſuffer only thirty people at a time 
to ſee me. I walked about on the table as the girl com- 
maaded: ſhe aſked me queſtions, as far as ſhe knew my 
underſtanding of the language reached, and I anſwered 
them as loud as I could. I turned about ſeveral times to 
the company, paid my humble reſpects, ſaid they were 
welcome, and uſed ſome other ſpeeches I had been taught. 
I took up a thimble filled with liquor, which Glumdal- 
cliteh had given me for a cup, and drank their health. 
I drew out my hanger, and flouriſhed with it after the 
manner of fencers in England. My nurſe pave'me part 
of a ſtraw, which I exerciſed as a pike, having learned the 
art in my youth, I was that day ſhewn to twelve ſets of 
company, and as often forced to act over again the fame 
fopperies, till 1 was half dead with wearineſs and vexati- 
on. For thoſe who had ſeen me made ſuch wonderful 
reports, that the people were ready to break down the 
doors to come in. My maſter, for his own intereſt, would 
not ſuffer any one to touch me except my nurſe ; and 
to prevent danger, benches were ſet round the table ar 
ſuch a diſtance as to put me out of every body's reach. 
However, an unlucky ſchool-· boy aimed a hazel- nut di- 
rectly at my head, which very narrowly miſſed me; o- 
therwiſe, it came with ſo much violence that it woild 
have infallibly knocked out my brains, for it was almoſt 
as large as a ſmall pumpion : but 1 had the ſatisfaction 
to ſee the young rogue well beaten, and es out of 
the room. | | 
Mv t aſter gave public notice, that he would ſhew me 
again-the next market-day, and in the mean time he pre- 
pared a more convenient vehicle for me, which he had rea- 
ſon enough to do; for I was fo tired with my firſt jour- 
ney, and with entertaining company for eight hours to- 
gether, that I could hardly ſtand upon my legs, or 
ſpeak a word. It was at leaſt three days before I reco- 
vered my ſtrength ; and that 1 might have no reſt at 
home, all the neighbouring gentlemen from an- hundred 
miles round, hearing of my fame, came to fee me at my 
maſter's own houſe, There could not be fewer than 
thirty perſons with their wives and children (for the 
country is very populous ;) and my maſter demanded the 
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altho it were only to a ſingle family: ſo that for ſome 
time I bad but, little eaſe every day of the week. (except 
Wedneſday, which is their Sabbath) ads 1 were not 
carried to the town. 
+; My maſter, finding how profitable 1 was like to > be, . 
reſolved. to carry me to the moſt conſiderable cities of 
the kingdom. Having therefore provided himſelf with all 
things neceſſary for a long journey, and ſettled his af- 
fairs at home, he took leave of his wife, and upon the 
Ich of Auguſt 1703. about two months after my arrival, 
we {ct out for the metropolis, ſituated near the middle of 
that empire, and about three thouſand miles diſtance 
from our houſe : my maſter made his daughter Glymdal- 
clitch ride behind him. She carried me on her lapin a 
box tied about ber waiſt. The girl had lined it on all 
Gdes with the ſofteſt cloth he — get, well quilted un 
derneath, furniſhed it with her-baby's bed, provided me 
with linen and other neceſſaries, and made every thing 
as convenient as ſhe could. We had no other company but 
a boy of the houſe, who rode after us with the luggage. 
Mx maſter's deſign was to ſhew me in all the towns by 
the way;:and to ſtep out of the road for fifty or an hun- 
dred miles, to any village, or perſon of quality's houſe, 
where he might expect cuſtom,” We made eaſy journies 
of not above ſeven or eight ſcore miles a day: for Glum- 
dalclitch, on purpoſe to ſpare me, complained ſhe was 
tired with the trotting of the horſe. _ She often took me 
out of my box at my own deſire to give me air, and ſhew 
me the country, but always held me faſt by a, leading- 
ſtring. We paſſed over five or fix rivers many degrees 
broader and deeper than the Nile, or the Ganges; and 
there was hardly a riyulet ſo ſmall as the Thames at 
London bridge, We were ten weeks in our journey, 
and 1 was ſhewn in eighteen large towns, ** r 
villages and private families. 
on the 26th day of October, we arrived at the metro 
pol, called in their language Lordbrulgrud, or Pride of 
_ the Univerſe, My maſter took a lodging in the principal 
ſtreet of the city, not far from the Royal palace, and put 
out bills in the uſual form, containing an exact deſcripti- 
on of my perſon and parts. He hired a large room be- 
wen * and four hundred feet wide. He provides s a 
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table ſixty feet in diameter, upon which I was to ad my 
part, and palliſadoed it round three feet from the edge, 
and as many high, to prevent my falling over; I Was 
ſhewn ten times a day, to the wonder and ſatisfaction of 
all people. I could now ſpeak the language tolerably 
well, and perfectly underſtood every word that was ſpo- 
ken to me. Beſides, 1 had learned their alphabet, and 
could make a ſhift to explain a ſentence here and there; 
for Glumdalclitch had been my inſtructor while we were 
at home, and at leiſure hours during our journey. She 
carried a little book in her pocket, not much larger than 
a Samſon 's Atlas; it was a common treatiſe for the uſe 
of young girls, giving a ſhort account of their religion; 


out of this ſhe taught me wy letters, and interpreted't the 
words. | | 


nar. ur; . 


| The author fene for to court, The Gives 7 kun of bis : 

| maſter the farmer, and preſents him to the King. He 
 Tiſputes with his majeſly's great ſcholars. An apart- 
ment at court provided for the author, He is in high 
favour with the Qucen. He ſtands up for the honour of 
bis own in country. His quarrels with the neem" s cw” 


HE frequent labours I underwent every day, 
made in few weeks a very confiderable change in 
my health: the more my maſter got by me, the more in- 
ſatiable he grew. I had quite loſt my ſtomach, and was 
almoſt reduced to a ſkeleton. The farmer qbſerved it, 
and, coneluding I muſt ſoon die, reſolved to make as 
good a hand of me as he could. While he was thus rea- 
ſoning and reſolving with himſelf, a fardral, or gentle- 
man-uſher, came from court, commanding my maſter to 
carry me immediately thither for the diverſion of the 
Queen and her Ladies. Some of the latter had already 
been to ſee me, and reported ſtrange things of my beauty, 
behaviour, and good ſenſe. Her majeſty, and thoſe who 
attended her, were beyond meaſure delighted with my 
demeAnour. I fell on my knees, and begged the honour 
| 1 . ber imperial foot ; bur this gracious a | 
he 


* 


held out her little finger towards me (after I was ſet. on a 
table) whith I embraced in both my arms, and put the 
tip of it with the utmoſt reſpect to my lip. She made me 
' ſome general queſtions about my country, and my travels, 
which I anſwered as diſtinctly, and in as few words as I 
could. She aſked, whether I would be content to live at 
court. I bowed down to the board of the table, and 
humbly. anſwered that I was my maſter's ſlave ; but if I 
were at my own diſpoſal, I ſhould be proud to devote my 
lifet o her Majeſty's ſervice. She then aſked my maſter, 
whether he were willing to ſel] me at a good price. He, 
who apprehended I could not live a month, was ready 
enough to part with me, and demanded a thouſand pieces 
of gold, which were ordered him on the ſpot, each piece 
being about the bigneſs of eight hundred moydores ; but, 
allowing for the proportion of all things between that 
country and Europe, and the high price of gold among 
them, was hardly ſo great a ſum as a thouſand guineas 
would be in England. I then ſaid to the Queen, ſince I 
was now her majeſty's moſt humble creature and vaſſal, 
I mult beg the favour, that Glumdalclitch, who had al- 
ways tended me with ſo much care and kindneſs, and 
underſtood to do it ſo well, might be admitted into her 
ſervice, and continue to be my nurſe and inſtructor. Her 
Majeſty agreed to my petition, and eaſily got the farm- 
er's conſent. who was glad enough to have his daughter 
preferred at court, and the poor girl herſelf was not able 
to hide her joy: my late maſter withdrew, bidding me 
farewel, and ſaying he had left me in a good ſervice; 
to which I replied not a word, only making him a ſlight 
bow. es 15 HY 
Tux Queen obſerved. my coldneſs, and, when the 
farmer was gone .out of the apartment, aſked me the 
reaſon, I made bold to tell her Majeſty, that I owed no 
other obligation to my late maſter, than his not daſhing 
out the brains of a poor harmleſs creature found by 
chance in his field ; which obligation was amply recom- 
penſed by the gain he had made in ſhewing me thro! 
half the kingdom, and the price he had now ſold me for. 
That the life I had ſince led, was laborious enough to 
kill ao animal of ten times my ſtrength. That my heakh 
was-much impaired by the continual drudgery of enter- 
1 Cf „ 
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_ raining the rabble every hour of the day, and that, if my 

maſter had not thought my life in danger, her Majeſty. 
would not have got ſo cheap a bargain. But, as.1 way 
out of all fear of being ill treated under the protection 
of ſo great and good an Enipteſs, the ornament of na- 
ture, the darling of the world, the delight of her ſub- 
jects, the phoenix of the creation; ſo, I hoped my late 
maſter's apprehenſions would appear to be groundleſs ; 

for I already found my ſpirits to revive by the influence 
of her moſt auguſt preſence, 

Tuts was the ſum of my blocks ee with great 
improprieties and heſitation ; the latter part was altoge- 
ther framed in the ſtyle. peculiar to that people, whereof 

T learned ſome phraſes from man, 0 the 
was carrying me to court. be 

Tur Queen, giving great anos Pg my defediive. 
neſs in ſpeaking, was however ſurpriſed at ſo mucb wit: 
and good ſenſe in ſo diminùtive an animal, She took me 
in her own hand, and carried me to the King, who was. 
then retired to his cabinet. His Majeſty, a Prince of much, 
gravity and auſtere countenance, not well obſerving my 
ſhape at firſt view, aſked the Queen after a cold man- 
ner, how long it was ſince ſhe grew fond of a ſplacknuck 
for ſuch it ſeems he took me to be, as I lay upon my 
- breaſt in her Majeſty's right hand. But this Princeſs, 
who hath an infinite deal of wit and humour, ſet me 
gently on my feet upon the ſerutore, and commanded me 
to give his majeſty an account of myſelf, which 4 did &. 
a yery few words; and Glamdalclitch, who attended at 
the cabinet door, and dould not endere I ſhould be out of 
her ſight, being admitted, conſirmed all chat had ney N 
from my arrival at her father's houſee 

Tur King, altho' he be as learned a perten as any 
in his dominions, had been educated in the ſtudy of phi- 
loſaphy, and particularly mathematics; yet uhen he ob- 
ſerved my ſhape exactly, and ſaw me walk erect, before 
I began to ſpeak, conceived I might be a piece of clock-_ 
work (which is in that country arrived to a very great 
perfection) contrived by ſome ingenious artiſt. But When 
he heard my voice, and found what I delivered to be re- 
gular and rational, he could not conceal his aſtoniſhment.” 
He was by no means ſatisfied with the hangs I gave - 
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him of the manner I came into his kingdom, but thought 
it a ſtory concerted between Glamdaldlitch and her fa- 
ther, who had taught me a ſet of words tõ make me ſell 
at a better price. Upon this imagination he put ſeveral 


other queſtions to me, and ſtill received rational anſwers, 


no otherwiſe defective than by a foreign accent, and an 
imperfect knowledge in the language, with ſome ruſtic 
phraſes, which I had learned at the farmer's houſe, and 


Aid not ſuit the polite ſtyle of a court. 


His Majeſty ſent for three great ſcholars, who were then 
in their weekly waiting according to the cuſtom in that 
country. Theſe gentlemen, after they had a while exa - 
mined my ſhape with much nicety, were of different opi- 
nions concerning me. They all agreed, that I could not 
be produced according to the regular, laws of nature, be; 
cauſe I was not framed with a capacity of preſerving my 


life either by ſwiftneſs, or climbing of trees, or di 4 ; 


holes in the earth. They obſerved by my teeth, which | 
rous animal; yet molt quadrupeds being an overmatch for 


me, and field-mice with ſome others too nimble, they 


could not imagine how I ſhould be able to ſupport my- 


| elf, unleſs I fed upon nails and other inſects, which 


they offered, by many learned arguments, to evince that 
I could not poſſibly do#. . One of theſe virtuoſi ſeemed to 
think that I might be an embryo, or abortive birth. But 


this opmion'was'rejected by the other two, who obſerved 
my limbs to be perfect and finiſhed, and that I had lived 


ſeveral years; as it was manifeſt from my beard, the 
ſtamps whereof they plainly diſcovered thro' a magnify- 
ing glaſs. They would not allow me to be a dwarf, be- 
cauſe my littleneſs was beyond all degrees of compari- 


fon; for the Queen's favourite dwarf, the ſmalleſt ever 


known in that kingdom, was near thirty feet high. After 
much debate they concluded unanimouſly, that 1 was oa 


d this reaſoning the author probably intended to ridicule. 


the pride of thoſe philoſophers, who have thought fit to arraign 
the wiſdom of providence in the creation and government of the 


world; whoſe cavils are ſpecious, like theſe of the Brub ae. 


gian ſages, only in proportion to the ignorance of thoſe to whom 
they are propoſed. Hawke. | F 
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ly relplum ſealcath,” which is interpretec hierally Ian 

Koo a deterinination exactly agreeable to the mo- 
dern y of Europe, whoſe profeſſors diſdaining 
the old evaſion of occult cauſes, whereby the followers 
of Ariſtotle endeavouted in vain to diſguiſe their igno- 
rance; have invented this wonderful ſolution of all diffi- 

eaies, to the: apes ed hg AGE of: human know- 


"AFTER ( this deciſive concluſion x inerecred: to be heard 
a word or two. I applied myſelf to the King, and aſſured 
his Majeſty that I came from a country, which abounded 
with ant millions of both.ſexes and of my own ſtature ; 
where the animals, trees, and houſes were all in 
tion, and where by confequence I might be as able to gi 
fend myſelf, and to find ſultcnance, as any of his Majeſty's 
ſubjects could do here; which I took for a full anſwer to 
| thoſe gentlemens arguments: To this they only replied, 
with a ſmile of contempt, faying, that the farmer had in- 
ſtructed me very well in my leſſon“. The King, who had 
a much better underſtanding, diſmiſſed. his learned men, 
ſent for the farmer, who by good fortune was not yet 
| gone out of town; having therefore ſirſt examined him 
privately, and chen confronted him with me and the young 
girl, his Ma began to think that what we told him 
might poſſibly be true. He delired the Queen to order 
that a particular care ſhould be taken of me, and was of 
opinion, that Glumdalclitch ſhould {till continue in her 
| office of tending me; becauſe he obſerved we had a great 
affection for each other. A convenient apartment was 
provided for her at court; ſhe had a ſort of governeſs 
appointed to take care of her education, a maid to dreſs 
her, and two other ſervants for menial offices; but the 
care of me was wholly appropriated to' herſelf. The 
Queen commanded her own cabinet- maker to contrive a 
box, that might ſerve me for a bed - chamber, after the 
model that Glumdalclitch and I ſhould agree upon. This 
man was a 8915 ene artiſt, and ene, to my di- 
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| „ This fatire is levelled: tal who-reje(t thoſe facts os 
which they cannot perfectly account, notwithſtanding the abſur+ 
Sy * reircting the tellimony by which they. are ſupported. 
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rections in three weeks finiſhed for me @ wooden chamber 
of ſixteen feet ſquare, and twelve high, with ſaſn · win · 
dows, 2 door, and two cloſets; like à London bed · cham · 
ber. Tbe board that made the cieling was to be lifted 
up and down by two hinges to put in a bed ready fur- 
riſhed by her Majeſty's upholſterer, which Glumdalclitch 
took. om every day to air, made it with ber own hands, 
and letting it down at night, locked up the roof over 
' me, A nice workman, who was famous for little curio- 
fities, undertook to make me two chairs, wirh backs and 
frames, of a ſubſtance not unlike i wory, and two tables, 
with a cabinet to put my things in. The room was 
quilied on all ſides, as well as the floor and the cieling, to 
prevent any accident from the careleſneſs of thoſe who 
carried me, and to break the force of a jolt when 1 went 
in a coach. I deſired a lock for my door, to prevent rats 
and mice from coming in: the ſmith, after ſeveral at- 
tempts, made the ſmalleſt that ever was ſeen among them; 
for I have known a larger at the gate of a gentleman's 
| houſe in England. I made a ſhift to keep the key in a 
pocket of my own, fearing. Glumdalclitch, might loſe it, 
The Queen Jikewiſe ordered the thinneſt ſilks that could 
be gotten to make me cloaths, not much thicker than ＋ 
Engliſn blanket, very cumberſome, till I was accuſtomed 
to them. They were after the faſhion of the Tera 
partly reſembling the Perſian, and partly the Chineſe, 
and are a very grave and decent habit. 
Tas Queen became ſo fond of my company, that he | 
could not dine without me. I had a table placed upon 
| the ſame at which her Majeſty eat, juſt at her left clbow, 
and a chair to fit on. Glumgalclitch ſtood on a (tool on 
the floor near my table, to aſſiſt and take care of me. I 
had an entire ſet of filver diſhes and plates, and other ne- 
ceſſaries, which in proportion to thoſe of the Queen, were 
not much bigger than what I haye ſeen in a London toy- 
ſhop, for the furniture of a baby · houſe: theſe my little 
nurſe kept in her pocket in a ſilver box, and gave me at 
meals as I wanted them, always c eaning them herſelf, No 
perſon dined with the Queen but the two Princeſſes roy- 
al, the elder ſixteen years old, and the younger at chat 
time thirteen and a month. Her Majeſty uſed to put a bit 
11 cat upon one of my diſhes, out of which I carved for 
. . 


I & 
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myſelf; and her diverſion was to ſee me eat in Wbt 
For the Queen (who had indeed but a weak ſtomach) 
took up, at one mouthful, as much as a dozen Engliſh 
farmers could eat at a meal," which to me was for ſome 
time a very nauſeous fight*. She would craunch the 
wing of a lark, bones and all, between her teeth, altho* 
it were nine times as large as that of a full grown turkey; 4 
and put a bit of bread into her mouth, as big as two 
twelve penny loaves. She drank out of a golden cup, 
above a hogſhead at a draught. Her knives were twice 
as long as a ſcythe, ſet ſtrait upon the handle. The 
ſpoons, forks, and other inſtruments, were all in the 
ſame proportion. I remember, when Glumdalclitch car- 
ried me out of cariofity to ſee fone of the tables at court, 
where ten or a dozen of theſe enormous knives and forks 
were lifted up together, I W cos 1 had never till then 

beheld ſo terrible a fight. | 
It is the cuſtom, that every Wedneſthay (which, as 1 
have before obſerved, is their Sabbath) the King and 
Queen, with the Teyal iſſue of both ſexes, dine together 
in the apartment of his Majeſty, to whom I was now be- 
come a great favourite; and at theſe times my little chair 
and table were placed at his left hand before one of the 
falt-cellars. | This Prince took a pleaſure in converſing 
with me, inquiring into the manners, religion, laws, go- 
vernment and learning of Europe; wherein I gave him 
the beſt account Fwas able. His apprehenfion was fo clear, 
and his CER ſo exact, that he made very viſe reflec+ 
Wo 3. | tions: 


88 Among other dreadful and diſgaſting images which cuſtom 
has rendered familiar, are thoſe which ariſe from eating animal 
food, He who bas ever turned with abhorrence from the ſkele- 
ton of a beaſt which has been picked whole by. birds or ver- 
min, muſt confeſs, that habit only could have enabled lim to 
endure the ſight of the mangled bones and fle ſh of a dead car caſe; 

which every. day cover his table : and he who, reflects on the, 
number of lives that have been ſacrificed, to ſuſtain his OWN, . 
ſhould inquire by what the account has been balanced, and whe- 
ther his life is become proportionably of more value, by the cxer- 
 ciſe of virtue and piety, by the ſuperior happineſs which he has 
| communicated to reaſonable beings, and by the 1 which wr 

incelleQ has aſcribed to God. Hawke... . 


*. 
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tions and obſervations upon all I ſaid, But confels, that 
after I had been a little too copious in talking of my own 
beloved country, of our trade, and wars by ſea and * 
of our ſchiſms in religion, and parties in the ſtate; the 
prejudices of his education prevailed ſo far, that be could 
not ſorbear taking me up in his right hand, and ſtroaking 
me gently with the other, after an hearty fit of laughing, 
| aſked me whether I was a Whig or Tory? Then turn 

ing to his firſt miniſter, who waited behind him with a 
white ſtaff near as tall as the main-maſt of the 8 
Sovereign, he obſerved how contemptible a thing was 
human grandeur, which could be mimicked by ſuch, a. 
minuttve inſects as I: and yet, ſays he, I dare engage, 

theſe creatures have their titles and diſtinction of honour; 
they contrive little neſts and burrows, that they call 
houſes and cities; they make a figure in dreſs and equi- 
page ; they love, they fight, they diſpute, they cheat, 
they betray. And thus he continued on, while my colour 
came and went ſeyeral times with indignation to hear 
aur noble country, the miſtreſs of arts and arms, the 
ſcourge of France, the arbitreſs of Europe, the ſcat of vir- 
tue, piety, honour and truth, the price and envy 1 the 
world, fo contemptuouſly treated. 

Bur as I was not in a condition to 1 injuries, FY 
upon mature thoughts I began to doubt whether I was 
igjured or no. For, after having been accuſtomed ſeveral 

months to the ſight and converle of this people, and ob- 
| ſerved every object upon which 1 caſt mine eyes to be of 
proportionable magnitude, the horror I had at firſt con- 

| ceived from their bulk and aſpect, was ſo far worn off, 
that if I had then beheld a company of Engliſh Lords and 
Ladies in their finery, and birth-day cloaths, acting their 
ſeveral parts in the molt courtly manner of ſtrutting, and - 
bowing, and prating; to ſay the truth, I ſhould have been 
ſtrongly tempted to laugh as much at them, as the King 
and his grandees did at me. Neither indeed could 1 for- 
bear ſmiling at myſelf, when the Queen uſed to place me 
upon ber hand towards a looking-glaſs, by which both our 
pe:fons appeared before me in full view together; and 
there could nothing be more ridiculous than the compa» 


- riſon:+ ſo that I really began to imagine myſelf dw.odlcd 
many OY below my uſual fize. 
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- Norumns: angered and mortified me ſo. much as the 
Queen's dwarf, ho being of the loweſt ſtature that was 
ever in that country (for I verily think he was not full 
thirty feet high) became ſo inſolent at ſeeing a creature. 
os much —.— him, that he would always affect to 
wagger, and look big as he paſſed by me in the Queen's. | 
anti-chamber, while I was ſtanding on ſome table talking 
with the Lords or Ladies of the court, and he ſeldom fail- 


ed of a ſmart word or two upon my littleneſs; againſt 
which I could only revenge myſelf by calling bim bro- 


ther, challenging him to wreſtle, and | foch repartecs as, 


are uſual in the mouths of court pages. One day, at din - 
ner, this malicious little cubb was ſo nettled with ſome-. 
thing 1 had ſaid to him, that, raiſing himſelf upon the 
frame of her Majeſty's chair, he took me up by the mid - 
dle, as I was fitting down, not thinking any harm, and 
let me drop into a large filver bowl of cream, and then 


ran away as faſt as he could. I fell over head and ears, 
and, if 1 had not been a good ſwimmer, it might have 


gone very hard with me; for Glumdalclitch in that in - 
ſtant happened to be at the other end of the room, and 
the Queen was in ſuch a fright, that ſhe wanted preſence. 


of mind to aſſiſt me. But my little nurſe ran to my re- 
lief, and took me out, after I had ſwallowed above a 


quart of cream; I was put to bed; however I received 
no other damage than the loſs of a foit of cloaths, which 


was utterly ſpoiled. The dwarf was ſoundly whipped, 


and as a farther puniſhment forced to drink up the bowl 
of cream, into. which he had thrown me ; neither-was be- 
ever reſtored to favour : for ſoon. after che Queen be- 


ſtowed him on a Lady of high quality, ſo that I ſaw him 


no mote, to my very great ſatisfaction; for I could not 
tell to what extremity ſuch a malicious urchia might, 
have carried his reſcatment, g 

Hs had before ſerved:me a ſcurvy trick, which ſet 
the Queen a laughing, altho' at the ſame time ſhe was 
heartily vexed, and would have immediately caſhiered 


him, if I bad not been ſo generous as to intercede. Her 
Majeſty had taken a martow · bone upon her plate, and, 


after knocking out the marrow, placed the bone again 
in the diſh. ere, as it ſtood before; the dwarf watching 


his opportunity, while Glumdalditch was gone * 
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de- board, mounted the ſtool that ſhe flood op to take 
care of me at meals, took me up in both hands, and 
ſqueeſing my legs together, 'wedged them into the mar- 
row - bone above my waiſt, where I ſtuck for ſome time, 
and made a very ndiculous figure. I believe it was near 
a minute before any one knew what was become of me: 
for 1 thought it 805 me to cry out. But, as princes 
feldom get their meat hot, my legs were not ſealded, on- 
ly my ſtockings and breeches in a ſad condition. The 
dwarf, at my intreaty, had no other puniſhment than. 
4 found whi pping. 
I was eie rallied by * Queen upon account of 
my fearfulneſs ; and ſhe uſed to aſk me, whether the peo- 
ple of my country were as great cowards as myſelf ? The 
occaſion was this: the kingdom is much peſtered with 
flies in ſummer, and theſe odious inſects, each of them as 
big as a Dunſtable lark, hardly gave me any reft while I 
fat at dinner with their continual humming and buzzing 
about mine ears. They would ſometimes alight upon my 
victuals, and leave their loathſome excrement or ſpawn 
behind, which to me was very viſible, tho* not to the 
natives of that country, whoſe large optics were not ſo 
acute as mine in viewing ſmaller objects. Sometimes they. 
would fix upon my noſe or fore-head, where they ſtung 
me to the quick, ſmelling very offenſi vely; and I could 
ceeaſily trace that viſcous matter, which, our naturaliſts 
tell us, enables thoſe creatures to walk with their feet 
upwards upon a cieling. I had much ado to defend my- 
ſelf againſf theſe deteſtable animals, and could not for- 
bear ſtarting when they came on my face. It was the 
common practice of the dwarf to catch a number of theſe 
inſects in his hand, as ſchool boys do among us, and let 
them out ſuddenly under my noſe, on purpoſe to frighten 
me, and divert the Queen. My remedy was to out them 
in pieces with my knife, as they flew i in the air, wherein 
my dexterity was much admired. 

I remember, one morning, when G ktndalditeh had ſet 
me in my box upon a window, as ſhe uſually did in fe 
days to give me air (for T durſt not venture to let the 
box be hung on a nail out of the yindow,. as we do with 

_ cages in England) after I had lifted up one of my faſhes, 
and fat OT at. my table to cat a piece of ſweet 1 * 
Io 


ae * 
1 * * 
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for my breakfaſt, above twenty waſps, allured by the 
ſmell, came flying into the room, bummiog loudet than 
the drones of as many bag · pipes. Some of them ſeized 
my cake, and carried it piece- meal away; others ſſew a- 
bout my head and face, confounding me with the noiſe, 
and putting me in the utmoſt terror of their ſtings.” Hows 
ever, I had the courage to riſe and draw my hanger, and 
attack them in the air. 1 diſpatehed four of them, bus 
the reſt away, and I preſently ſhut: my window. 

Theſe nfs were as large as partridges; I took"out 
their (tings, found them an inch and a half long, and as 
ſharp as needles, I carefully preſerved” them all, and 
having ſince ſhewn them with ſome other curioſities in 
ſeveral parts of Europe, upon my return to England, I 
gave three of * to re e . ny ra an 
fourth eur A 8 9 
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1 Now nnd; to gire Us the. a ate | A of | 
this country, as far as I travelled in it, which was not 
above two thouſand miles round Lorbrulgrud, the me- 
tropolis. For the Queen, whom I always attended, never 
went farther when ſhe accompanied the King in his 
progreſſes, and there ſtaid til} his Majeſty returned from 
vie wing his frontiers. The whole extent of this Prince's 
dominions reacheth about fix thouſand miles in length, 
and from three to five in breadth. From whence I can- 
not but conclude, that our Geographers of Europe are 
in a great error, by ſuppoſing nothing but ſea betucen 
Japan and California; for it was ever my opinion, that 
there muſt be a balance of earth to counterpoiſe-the great 
continent of Tartary 5 and therefore they ought to:cor- 
rect their maps and charts hy joining this vaſt tract of 
land to the north-weſt parts of America, wherein I ſhall -- 
| e pe: | 
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Tus Wefers a peninſula, renninatod es the north 


alta. ridge of mountains thirty miles high, which are 


altogether impaſſable by reaſon of the volcanoes upon 


_ the tops; neither do e eee what ſort 


of mortals inhabit beyond thoſe mountains, or whether 


hey be inhabited at all. On the three other ſides it is 


bounded by the ocean. There is not one ſea · port in the 
whole kingdom, and thoſe parts of the coaſts into which 
the. rivers iſſue are ſo full of pointed rocks, and the ſex 
rally ſo rough, that there is no venturing with the 
alleſt of their boats; ſo that theſe people are wholly 


excluded from any commerce with the elf of the world. 


But the large rivers are full of veſſels, and abound with 
excellent fiſh; for they ſeldom get any from the fea becauſe 
the ſea-fiſh are-of 1 ſame ſize with thoſe in Europe, 


and conſequently not worth catching; whereby it is ma- 
nifeſt, that nature in the production of plants and animals 


of ſo extraordinary a bulk is wholly confined to this con- 


tinent, of which I leave the reaſons to be determined by 
philoſophers. However, now and then they take a whale 


that happens to be daſhed againſt the rocks, which the 
common people feed on .f Thele whales I have 
know ſo large that a man could hardly carty one upon his 
ſhoulders ; and ſometimes for curioſity they are brought 
in bampers to Lorbrulgrud : I ſaw one of them in a diſh 
at the King's table, which paſſed for a rarity, but I did 
not obſerve he was ſond of it; for I think indeed the 


bigneſs diſguſted him, akho' I hare row: one e ſomewhat 


. eee . 
Tux country is well inhabited, Sr it contains fry ave 


| cities, near an hundred n ene and a great number 
of villages. 


ſufficient to deſeribe Lorbraigrad. This city ſtands upon 
_ almoſt two equal parts on each fide the river that paſſes 
thro'. Jt contains above cighty thouſand houſes, and 


To fatisfy my curious reader, it may be 


about ſix hundred thouſand inhabitants. It is in length 


_ three glomęlungt (which make about fifty four Engliſh 


miles) and two and a half in breadth; as I meafured it 
myſelf in the royal map made by the King's order, which 


was laid on the ground on purpoſe for me, and extended 
2 3 I 18 the diameter and ET 
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ſeveral times bare foot, and computing by the ſeals. 
meaſured 1 it pretty exaQly, | 

Tus King's e eee ee bed 15 
of 22 about ſeven miles round: the chief rooms 

are generally two hundred and forty feet high, and broad 

and long in proportion. A coach was allowed to Glum- 
dalclitch and me, wherein her governeſs frequently took 
her out to ſee the town, or go among the ſnops; and 1 
was always of the party, carried in my box; althoꝰ the 
girl at my own deſire would often take me out, and hold 
me in her hand, that J might more conveniently view the 
houſes and the people, as we paſſed along the ſtrects. 1 
reckoned our coach to be about a ſquare of Weftmnnſter- 
hall, but not altogether ſo high: however I cannot be 
very exact. One day the governeſs ordered our coach - 
man to ſtop at ſeveral ſhops, where the beggars watching 
their opportunity, crouded-to the ſides of he coach, and 
gave me the molt horrible ſpectacles that ever an Euro 
pean eye beheld; There was a woman with à cancer 
in her breaſt, ſwelled to a monſtrous ſize, full of holes, 
in two or three of which I could have cafily crept, and 
covered my whole body. There was a fellow with a 
wen in his neck larger than five wool - packs, and another 
with a couple of wooden legs, each about twenty feet 
high. But the moſt hateful fight of all was the lice craw- 
ling on their cloaths. I could ſee diſtinctly the limbs 
of "theſe vermin with my naked eye, much better than 
thoſe of an European louſe through a microſcope, and 
their ſnouts with which they rooted like fwine. The 
were the ſirſt I had ever beheld, and I ſhould have been 
curious enough to difſe& one of them, if I had had pro- 
per inſtruments (which I uoluckily left behind me in the 
thip) although indeed the fi ight was ſo nauſeous, that i it 
perfectly turned my ſtomach. 8 

Bes IDE the large box in which I was ofifdlly md; 4 
the Queen ordered a ſmaller one to be made for me of a- 
bout twelve feet ſquare and ten high for the conxemience 
of travelling, becauſe the other was ſome what too large 
for Glumdalclitch's lap, and cumberſome in the coach; 
it was made by the ſame artiſt, whom I directed in che 
uhole contrivance. This travelling cloſet was an exact 
* with a window inthe middle of tkree of the ſquares, 


and 
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and each window was latticed with iron wire on the out- 
fide to prevent accidents in long journĩies. On the fourth 
fide, which had no window, two ſtrong ſtaples were fixed, 
through which the perſon that carried me, when I had a 
mind to be on horſe-back; put a leathern belt, and buckled 
it about his waiſt, - This was always the office of ſome 
grave truſty ſervant in whom I could confide, whether 1 
attended the King and Queen in, their progreſſes, or 
were diſpoſed to ſee the gardens, or pay a viſit to ſome 
great lady or miniſter of ſtate in the court, when Glum- 
dalclitch happened to be out of order: for I ſoon began 
to be known and eſteemed among the greateſt officers, I 
ſuppoſe more upon account of their Majeſty's favour than 
merit of my own. In journies, when I was weary 
of the coach, a ſervant on horſeback would buckle on my 
box, and place it upon a cuſhion before him: and there 

I had a full proſpe& of the country on three ſides from 
my three windows. I had in this cloſet, a field · bed and a 
hammock hung from the cieling, two chairs and a table, 
neatly ſcrewed to the floor, to prevent being toſſed about 
by the agitation of the horſe or the coach. And having 
been long uſed to ſea voyages, thoſe motions, although 
ſometimes very violent, did not much diſcompoſe me. 

- . WHENEVER I had a mind to fee the town, it was al- 
ways in my travelling cloſet, which Glumdalclitch held 
in her lap in a kind of open ſedan, after the faſhion of 
the country, born by four men, and attended by two 
others in the Queen's livery. The people, who had often 
heard of me, were very curious to croud about the ſedan, 
and the girl was complaiſant enough to make the bearers 
ſtop, and to take me in her hand that I might be more 
conveniently ſeen. | 1 . 

I was very deſirous to ſee the chief temple, and parti- 
cularly the tower belonging to it, which is reckoned the 
higbeſt in the kingdom. Accordingly one day my nurſe 
Carried me thither, but I may truly ſay I came back diſ- 
appointed; for the height is not above three thouſand 
feet, reckoning from the ground to the higheſt pinnacle 
top; which, allowing for the difference between the ſize 
of thoſe people and us in Europe, is no great matter for 

_ admiration, nor at all equal in proportion (if I rightly 
remember) to Saliſbury ſteeple. But, not to detrad from 
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a nation to which during my life I ſhall acknowledge 
myſelf-extremely obliged, it muſt be allowed, that what- 
ever this famous tower wants in height is amply made 
up in beauty and ſtrength. For the walls are near an 
hundred feet thick; built of hewn ſtone, whereof each is 
about forty feet ſquare, and adorned on all fides with 
ſtatues of gods and emperors, cut in marble, larger than 
the life, placed in their ſeveral niches. I meaſured a little 
finger which had fallen down from one of theſe ſtatues, 
and lay unperceived among ſome rubbiſh, and found it 
exactly four feet and an inch in length. Glumdalclitch 
wrapped it up in her handkerchief; and carried it home 


in her pocket to keep among other trinkets, of which the 
FT git |. was'very fond, as children at her age uſually are. 


Tus King's kitchen is indeed a noble buildin — 
© top, and about fix hundred feet high. The great 1 
is not ſo wide by ten paces as the cupola at St. Paul's 
for I meaſured the latter on purpoſe after my return. Bur 
if T ſhould deſcribe the kitchen-grate, the prodigious pots 
and kettles, the joints of meat turning ob the ſpits, with 
many other particulars, perhaps I ſhould be hardly be- 
lieved; at leaſt a ſevere critic would be apt to think 1 
' enlarged a little, as travellers are often ſuſpected to do. 
To avoid which. cenſure, I fear I have run too much into 
the other extream; and that if this treatiſe ſhould happen 
to be tranſlated i into the language of Brobdingnag, (which 
is the general pame of that kingdom) and tranſmitted 
thither, the King and his people would have reaſon to 
complain, that I had done them an whary h 7 a falſe and 
Ir repreſentation. 
Hrs Majeſty ſeldom keeps PRE f * boditres norte in 
* {tables ; they are generally from fifty four to ſixty 
feet high. But when he goes abroad on ſolemn days, 
he is attended for ſtate by à militia guard of five hundred 
horſe, which indeed 1 thought Gs the moſt ſplendid 
ſight that could be ever beheld, till I faw part of bis 
_ in battalia, whereof I en 9 de nn to 
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C 
execution of a. c 8 en tre moe 
navigation. 


SHOULD have lived hams enough in chat een 
if my littleneſa had not expoſed me to ſeveral ridi - 
culous and troubleſome accidents : ſome of which I ſhall 
venture to relate. Glumdalclitch often carried me into 
the gardens of. the court in my ſmaller box, and would 
ſometimes take me out of it, and hold me in her hand, or 
{et me down to walk. I remember before che dwarf left \ 
the Queen, he followed us one day into thoſe gardens, 
and my nurſe having ſet me down, he and I being cloſe 
_. together, near ſome dwarf apple-trees, I mult need ſhew 
my wit by a Glly alluſion between him and the trees, 
which happens to hold in their language, as it doth in 
ours. Whereupon the malicions rogue watching his op- 
portunity, when I was walking under one of them, ſhook 
it directly over my head, by which a dozen apples, each 
of them near as large as a Briſtol barrel, came tumbling 
about my ears; one of them hit me on the back as I 
chanced to ſtoop, andknocked me down flat onmy face 3 
but I received no other hurt, and the dwarf was pardon- 
ed at my deſire, becauſe I had given the provocation. 
Axoruꝝx day Glumdalclitch left me on a ſmooth — 4 
plot to divert myſelf, while ſhe walked at ſome 
with her governeſs. In the mean time there ſuddenly fell 
ſuch a violent ſhower of hail, that I was immediately by 
the force of it ſtruck to the ground: and when 1 was 
down, the hail-ſtones gave me ſuch cruel bangs all over 
the body, as if I had been pelted with tennis - balls; how - 


cver, I made a ſhift to creep on all four, and ſhelter my- 


ſelf by lying ft 0p 3 my face or the lee · ſide of a border 
of lemon thyme, but ſo bruiſed from head to foot, that 
1 could not go abroad in ten days. Neither is this at all 
to be wondered at, becauſe nature in that country ob- 
ſerving the ſame proportion thro? all her operations, a 
bail ſtone is near eighteen hundred times as large as one 
2 SHt | | _ 
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in Europe, which I can aſſert upon experience, having 
been ſo curious to weigh and meaſure them. 

Bur a more dangerous accident happened to me in te 

e garden, when my little nurſe believing ſhe had put 
me in a ſecure place, which I often entreated her to do, 
that T might enjoy my own thoughts, and having left my 
box at home to avoid the trouble of carrying it, went to 
another part of the garden with her governeſs, and ſdme 
ladies of her acquaintance. While ſhe was abſent, and 
out of hearing, a ſmall white fpaniel belonging to one of 
the chief gardeners, having got by accident into the gar- 
den, happened to range near the place where I lay : the 
dog, following the ſcent, came dĩrectiy up, and taking me 


in his mouth ran ſtrait to his maſter, wagging his tail, and 


| ſet me gently on the ground. By good fortune he had 
been ſo well taught, that I was carried between his teeth 
without the leaſt hurt, or even tearing my cloaths. Bur 
the poor gardener, who knew me well, and had a great 
kindneſs for me, was in a terrible fright : he gently took 
me up in both his hands, and aſked me how I did; but ! 
was ſo amazed and out of breath, that I could not ſpeak. 
a word. In a few minutes I came to myſelf, and he car- - 
ried me ſafe to my little nurſe, who by this time had re- 
turned to the place where ſhe left me, and was in cruel 
agonies when I did not appear nor anſwer when ſhe call- 
ed: ſhe ſeverely reprimanded the gardener on account 
of his dog. But the thing was huſhed up, and never 
| known at court; for the girl was afraid of the Queen's 
anger, and rraly, as to myſelf, I thought it would not be 
wr my reputation that ſuch a ſtory ſhould go about, 
Tais accident abſolutely determined Glumdalclitch 
never to truſt me abroad for the future out of her fight. I 
had been long afraid of this reſolution, and therefore con- 
ceaſed from her ſome little unlucky adventures that hap- 
pened in thoſe times when I was left by myſelf. Once a 
kite hovering over the garden, made a ſtoop at me, and 
if L had not reſolutely drawn my hanger, and run under a 
thick eſpalier, he would have certainly carried me away 
in his talons. Another time walking to the top of a freſh 
mole- hill, I fell to my neck in the hole, thro which that 
animal had caſt up the earth, and coined ſome lie not 
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cloaths. 1 Meviſe 1 my 3 hin 556 the dell \ 
of a ſnail, which 1 happened to {tumble over, 48 L was 
walking alone, and thinking on poor England. eee 

I cannot tell, whether, I were more pleaſed or mortified 
to obſerve in thoſe ſolitary, walks, that the ſmaller birds 
did not appear to be at all afraid of me, but would hop 
about within a yard's diſtance, looking. for worms and 
other food with as much indifference. and ſecurity, as if 
no creature at all. were near them. I remember, athruſh 
had the confidence to ſnatch out of my band, with his bill, 
a piece of cake that Glumdalclitch had juſt given. me for 
my breakfaſt. When I attempted to catch any of theſe 
birds, they would boldly turn againſt me, ende avouring 
to pick my fingers, which I durſt not venture within their 
reach; and then they would bop back unconcerned to 
hunt for worms or ſnails, as they did before. But one day 
1 took a thick cudgel, and, threw, it with all my ſtrength 
fo luckily at a linner, that I knocked. him down, and 
ſeizing him by the neck with both my hands, ran with 
him in triumph to my nurſe. However the bird, who had 
only been ſtupned, recovering himſelf, gaye me ſo many 
boxes with his wings on both ſides of my head and body, 
tho' I held him at arms length, and was obt ol the reach 
of his claws, that I was twenty times thinking to.let him 
go. But 1 was ſoon relieved by one of our ſervants, who 
wrung off the bird's neck, and I had him next day for 
dinner by the Queen's command. This linnet, as near 
as I can remember, ſeemed to be ſomewhat larger than 
an England ſwan. _ 

Tur maids: of honour often Red Glumdalditch to 
their apartments, and defired ſhe would bring me along 
with her, on purpoſe to have the pleaſure of ſecing and 
touching me. They would often ſtrip me naked from top 
to toe, and lay me at full length in their boſoms; where- 
with I was much diſguſted; becauſe, to lay, the truth, A 
very offenſive ſmell came from their ſkins ;_ which I do 
not mention, or intend, to the diſadrantage of thoſe ex- 
cellent ladies for Aon 1 have all manner. of reſpect; 
but I conceive that my ferſe was more acute in propor- 
tion to my littleneſs, and that thoſe illuſtrious perſons were 
no more diſagrecable to their lovers, or to each other, 
than io.people of the ſame gay are with us in England, 
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And, aſter all, I found their natural ſmell was'much more 
ble, than when they uſed perfumes, under which 
I immediately {wooned away. I cannot forget, that an 
intimate friend of mine in Lillipuz took the freedom in a 
warm day, when I had uſed a good deal of exerciſe, to 
complain of a ſtrong ſmell about me, altho 1 am as little 
faulty that way as — of my ſex: but I ſuppoſe his 
faculty of ſmelling was as nice with regard to me, as mine 
was to that of this people. Upon this point I cannor 
ſorbear doing 1 my miſtreſs, and 
Glumdaltlitch my nurſe, whoſe perſons were as ſweet 28 
thoſe of any lady in England. 
Tuar which gave me moſt oneaſinefs among theſs 
maids of honour (when my nurſe carried me to viſit them) 
was to ſee them uſe me without any manner of ceremony, 
like. a creature: who had no ſort of conſequence ; for they- 
would ſtrip themſelves to the ſkin,and put on their ſmocks - 
in my preſence,. while I was placed: on their toylet, di - 
rectly before their naked bodies, which I am ſure to me 
was very far from being a tempting ſight, or from giving 
me any other emotions than thoſe of horror and diſguſt. 
Their ſkins appeared ſo coarſe and uneven, ſo variouſly 
coloured, when I ſaw them near, with a mole here and 
there as broad as a trencher, and hairs hanging from it 
thicker than pack-threads, to ſay nothing farther concern- 
ing the: reſt of their perſons. Neither did they at all ſeruple 
while I was by to diſcharge what they had drank, to the 
quantity of at leaſt two hogſheads, in a veſſel that held 
above three tuns. The handſomeſt among(t thoſe maids: 
of honour, a pleaſant frolicſome girl of ſixteen, would: 
ſometimes ſet me aſtride upon one of her nipples, with 


many other tricks, wherein the reader will excuſe me for 


not being over particular. But I was ſo much diſpleaſed,. - 
that 1 intreated- Glumdalclitch to contrive ſome excuſe- 
for not ſeeing that young lady any more. 

Ons day a young gentleman, who was nephew to my 
| * governeſs, came and preſſed them both to ſee an 
execution. It was of a man, who had murdered one of 
that gentleman' s intimate acquaintance. Glumdalclitch 
was prevailed on to be of the company, very much againit 
her inclination, for ſhe was naturally tender-hearted: and 
i as 1 altho I abhorred lach kind of ſpectacles, 
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yet my curioſity tempted me to ſee ſomething; that. 1 
thought muſt be extraordinary. The malefactor was fix- 
ed in a chair upon à ſcaffold erected for that purpoſe, 
and his head cut off at one. blow with a ſword of about 
. forty feet long. The veins and arteries ſpouted up ſuch 
a prodigious. quantity of blood, and ſo high in the air, 
that the great Jett d eau at Verſailles was not equal for 
the time it laſted; and the head; when it fell on the ſeaF- 
fold floor, gave ſuch a bounce as made me ſtart, altho' 
| 1 were at leaſt half an Engliſn mile diſtant. 
Tut Queen, who often uſed. to hear me talk: of my 

ſca-royages, and took all occaſions to divert me when 
I was melancholy, aſked'me whether I underſtood how 
to handle a ſail or an oar, and whether a little exerciſe 
of rowing might not be convenient for my health? I an- 
ſwered, that I underſtood both very well: for altho my 


1 proper, employment had been to be ſurgeon or doctor to 


me ſhip, yet oſten upon a pinch I as forced to work 
| like a common mariner. But I could not ſee how this 
could be done in their country, where the ſmalleſt wher- 
ry was equal to a firſt rate man of war among us, and 
ſoch a boat as I could manage would never live in any 
of their rivers. Her Majeſty ſaid, if I would conttive a 
boat, her own joiner ſhould make it, and ſhe would pro- 
vide a place for me to fail in. The fellow was an ingeni- | 
ous workman, and by my inſtructions in ten days finiſned 
a pleaſure boat, with all its tackling, able conveniently. 
to hold eight Europeans. When it was finiſhedhe Queen 
was ſo delighted, that ſhe ran with it in her lap to the 
King, who ordered it to be put in a ciſtern full of water 
with me in it by way of trial; where I could not manage 
my two ſculls, or little oars, 5 want of room. hut the 
Queen had before contrived another project. She ordered 
the joiner to make a wooden trough of three hundred feet 
Jong, fifty broad, and eight deep; uhich being well pitchs 
ed. to prevent leaking, was placed on the floor along the 
wall in an utter room of the palace. It had a cock near N 
the bottom to let out the water, when it began 10 f 
ſtale; and two fervants could eaſily fill it in half an ee, 5 
Here I oſten uſed to row for my on diverſion, as well 
as that of the Queen and her Ladies, who thought ttiem · | 
58 well entertained _ 195 „ + SOME» 
times 2; 
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times I would put ap my fail; eee 
only to ſteer; while the Ladies gave me a gale with their 
fans; and, when, they' were Weary, ſome of the pages 
would blow my ſail forward with their breath, While 
| ſhewed my art by ſteering ſtarboard or larboard, a8 I plea- 
ſed. When! had done, Glumdalclitch.always carried back 
my boat into her cloſet, and hung it on a pail to dry. 
l this exerciſe I once met an accident, which bad 
ile to have coſt me my life : for, one of the pages ha- 
ving put my boat into the trough, the govetneſs, who 
attended Glumdalclitch, very officiouſiy liſted mei up to 
| me in the boat, but I happened to flip through her 
ogers, and ſhould infallibly have fallen down forty, feet 
upon the floor, if, by the luckieſt chance in the world, „ 
had not been ſtopped by a corking-pin that ſtuck in the 
, good. gentlewoman's ſtomacher; the head of the pin 
between my ſhirt and the waiſtband of my breeches, 
and thus I was held by the middle in the 1 al 
Glumdalclitch ran to my relie. 5 
-: ANOTHER time, one of the erwins whoſe e it Bs 
to fill my trough every third day with freſh water, was fo 
careleſs to let a huge frog (not perceiving it) ſlip out 0 
his pail. The frog lay concealed till I was put into 
boat, but then ſeeing a reſting · place climbed up, Sp, 
made it lean ſo much on one fide, that I was forced. to 
balance it with all my weight on the other to prevent q- 
verturring. When the frog was got in, it hopped at 
once halt the length of the boat, and then over my head, 
backwards and forwards; daubing my face and cloaths 
ow its odious flice: The largeneſs of its features made 
it appear the moſt deformed! animal that can be. concei- 
| dad, I deſired Ghumdalclitch to let me deal 
with-it alone. I banged it a good while with one of my 
feulls; and at laſt forced it to leap out of the boat. 
Bur the greateſt danger I ever underwent in that 
| kingdom, was from a monkey, who-belqnged to one of the | 
clerks of the kitchen. Glumdalclitch had locked me up 
in her cloſet, while ſhe went ſomewhere upom bufinels, 
or a viſit. The weather being very warm, the cloſer- 
window was leſt open, as well as the, windows and the | 
door of my bigger box, in whieh I; uſually lived, becauſe 
of its largeneſs aud * A I as quirtly medi- 
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eating at my table, 1 heard ſomething bounce in at che . 
cloſet · window, and ſkip about from one fide to the other: 
whereat although I were much alarmed, yet I ventured 
to look. out, bor nor ing from my Car, and then I ſow | 
this frolicſome animal friſking and up and down, 

Hl at laſt he came into my box, which he ſeemed to view 
with great pleaſure and curiolty, peeping in at the door 
and every window. I retreated to the farther corner of 
my room, or box; but the monkey leoking in at every 
ſide put me in ſuch a'fright, that I wanted of 
mind to conceal myſelf under the bed, as I might eaſily 
have done. After ſome time ſpent in peeping, grinning, 
and chattering, he at laſt eſpicd me, and reaching one of 
| his paws in at the door, as a cat does when ſhe plays with 
a2 mouſe, altho' I often ſhifted place to avoid: him, he at 
length ſeized the lappet of my coat (which being made of 
| that country ſilk, was very thick and ſtrong) and dragged 
me out. He took me up in his right — 106 and held 
[24's me as a nurſe does a child the is going to ſuckle, juſt as 
Is have ſeen the fame ſort of creature do with a kitten in 
Europe: and when I offered to ſtruggle, be ſqueezed me 5 
ſo hard, that I thought it more prudent to ſubmit. I have 
2Jll-tod reaſon to believe, that he took me for a neee 
pkt his own ſpecies, by his often ſtroaking my face very 
FF gently with his other paw. In theſe — Non he was in- 
 terrupted by a noiſe at the cloſer-door, as if ſome body 
| ere opening it; whereupon he ſuddenly leaped: up to 
| © the window at which he had come in, and thence 
the leads and gutters, walking upon three legs, and hold- 
£ ing me in the fourth, till he clambered up to a roof that 
was next to-qurs. I heard Glumdalclich give a ſſiriek 
at the moment he was carrying me out. The poor girl 
was almoſt diſtracted: that quarter of the palace was all 
in an uproar; the ſervants ran for ladders; the monkey 
was ſeen by hundreds in the court, fitting upon the ridge 
of a building, holding me like a baby in one of his fore- 
paws, and feeding me with the other, by cramming into 
my mouth ſome victuals he had ſqueezed out of thei bag 
on one ſide of his chaps, and patting-me when-I would 
not eat; Whereat many of the rabble below could not for- 


bear dates: neither do E think they juſtly ought to be 
blamed, for F ˙ 
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cnough to. every body but myſelf. Some off che people 
threw-up ſtones; hoping it drive the monkey down! but 
this was ſtrictly borbidden. ot elſe very probably my 
brains had been daſhed; out. dieb 1 i i in ct 
Tun ladders were now applied, and mounted. by ſe- 
veral -meng:which|.the monkey; obſerving. and finding | 
| hiodſelf- almoſt encampaſſed. not: being: able to make 
ſpeed enough! on his three legs, let me drop n a ridge 
of le, and inade his eſcape. Here I ſat ſor ſome time, 
fiye hundred yards from the ground, expecting every mo⸗ 
ment to be blowu down by the wind,! or to fall by my 
own giddipeſa, and! come tumbling over and over from 
the ridge 2 but an honeſt lad, one of my nurſe x 
fobtmen; climbed up, and nein me ind his K 
pbcket brought me don. ei nomic 
_ 21 Was almaſt choaked With bi. fhby fu 1 makes 
had crammed down my thront; but my dear little nurſe = 
picked it dut of my mouth with a ſmall needle, and then 
Lfcll a yomiting, which gave me great relief, / Yet I %s 
ſo. weak, and bruiſed. in the ſides with the ſqueezes given 
| 8 this, odious animal, that I Was ſoreed to keep-my 
bed a fortnight... The Kings Queen, and all the court; 
ſest every day to inquire after my health, and her Ma- 
jeſty made me ſeveral viſits during my ſickneſs. The 
nionkey; was killed, and an order made that no ſuch avi- 
mal. ſhould be kept about the palace. 114 4.3), 2008 Pie ai 
Wu Lattended the King after my recovery: to return 
him thanks for his favours; he: was pleaſed:tq tali) mea 
good deal upon this adventure. He aſked mew my 
thoughts and ſpeculations were while I lay ĩn the tmonkey's 


. pawchow I hked the victuals he gave me} his mannet 


_ . of feeding; and whether the freſh air on the roof had 
| ſharpened my ſtomach. He deſired to know what I would 
have done upon fuch an occaſion. in my on Ccountry> | 

I. told his Majeſty, that ii Europe we had no monkies 

eleept ſuch — brought for curioſities from other 

places, and ſo alte that I could deal with à ddzen,of 
them together, if they preſumed to attack me. And as for 
that monſtrous animal with whom I was ſo lately enga- 
ged (it was indeed as large as an elephant) if my fears had 
ſuffered me to think fo far as to make uſe of my hanger 
| (looking fiercely, and clapping my hand upon the 325 | 


234 Alois 4 0 * — 
eee A ebe 
haps I ſhoald' have given him ſuch a wound, lie 
; have made hint glad to withdraw it with more haſte than 
he put it in. This I delivered in a firm tone, like à per · 
fon who was jealous leſt his courage ſhould be called in 
queſtion, However, my ſpeech produced elſe 
- belides a loud laughter, which all the reſpect due to his 
| Majeſty from thoſe about him could not make them con - 
tain. This made me reflect, how vain an attempt it is 
for a man to endeavour to do himſelf honour among thoſe, 
who are out of all degree of equality or compariſon with 
him. And yet I have ſeen the moral of my own beha- 
viour very frequent in England fince my return, where 2 
little contemprible varlet, e 
perſon, wit, or common ſenſe," ſhall preſume to look 
with importance, aud ab een the 
er ewe of ghy e ee e e 
I was every day furniſhing ihe; comms arſth; ſome ridi- 
cailinis ſtory; and Glumdalclitch, although ſhe loved me 
to exceſs, yet was arch enough to. inform the .Queen, 
whenever 1 commited any folly, that ſhe thought would 
be diverting to her Majeſty; | The girl, N 
out of order, was carried by her governeſs to take the 
air, about an hour's diſtance, or thirty miles from toun. 
They alighted out of the coach near à ſmall foot · path 
in a field, and Glumdalclitch ſetting down my n 
box, I went out of it to walk. There was a cow-dung 
in che path, and I mult need try my activity by attempt- 
ing to leap over it. I took a run, but unfortunately 
jumped ſhort, and found myſelf zult in the: middle up to 
my knees. I waded thro with ſome difficulty, and one 
of the footmen wiped me as lead ab be could within 
| handkerchief; "for 1 uns Glehily betmired, and my nurſe 
_ confined me to my box till we returned home; where 
the Queen was ſoon informed of what had paſſed, and 
me ſootmen ſpread it about the court; dne 
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: . Europe. His obſervations are deltwered with his uſoal 


ſpirit of humour and ſcverity. He appears moſt particularly af- 


fected with the of the courts of judieature. and com- 
plains of being almoſt roined by a 


termined in his favour with coſts. It mult b 9 that i in- 
ſtances of this kind are too frequent in oor courts of joſtice ; 
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ſent laws, however excellent the laws, in their own 


tion. may have been. Judgment, when turned info e 
is bitter ; but delzye, as Lord: Bacon obſerves; turo it into vine. 


gar. It becomes ſharp and corroding : and certainly it is more. 
eligible to die immediately doin the wound of 'an enemy, than to 


_ lingering by pes 


The N adit as to his; firſt obſerva- 
tion; for Gulliver has here given & political account of no coun- 
try but England. It is however a miſtake to which any commen- 
tator would have been liable, who had read little more than the 


from a TR friend. 


titles or contents of the chapters, inte which"this work is d * 


d ed; for the word Europe has in ſome Erglih, and all the ri 


editions, e ee ee e inſtead of EA. 
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1 and had often ſeen him under the barber's hand, which 
indeed was at firſt very terrible to behold : for the razor 
was almoſt twice as long as an ordinary ſcythe. His Ma- 
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comb, as ſeveral holes in it at equal diſtance with 
as ſmall a needle as I could get from Glumdalchtch. 1 
fixed in the ſtumps fo artificially, ſcraping and ſloping 
them with my knife towards the points, that I made a 
very tolerable comb); [which was a ſeaſonable ſupply, my 
own being ſo much broken in the teeth, that it was al- 
moſt -uſelcſs': : veither did. I,-know' any artiſt-in-that-coun- 
try ſo nice and exact, is would undertake to make me an- 
other. 178 18 *. n 1 of 8 Py Jr > VG 
"And this puts me is vicd.of an amuſement; when I 


ſpent many of my leiſure hours. I defired the Queen's 


woman to ſave for me the combings af her-Majeſty's hair, 
 whereaf-in-timme- I got a : goed quantity, and conſulting 
vuith my friced: the cabinet-tnaker,who'bad received-ge- 
neral arders to do litile jobs for me, I. directed him to 
make vo chair · frames, no longer than thoſe I had i in my 
box, and then to bore little holes with a fine awl round 
thoſe parts where 1 M ned the backs aud ſeats; through 
_ theſe holes I wove the ſtrongeſt bairs I could o pick out, 
jaſt aſter the manner of cane chairs in England. When 
they were finiſhed, I made a preſent of them to her Ma- 
jeſty, who kept them in her cabinet, and uſed to ſhew 
them, for curioſities, . as indeed they were the wonder of 
every. one that beheld: them. The Queen would have 
had me fit upon one of theſe chairs, but I abſolutely re- 
fuſed to obey her, proteſting I would rather die a thou- 
fand deaths 55 Jace a diſnonourable part of my body 
on thoſe precio jairs,. that once adorned ber Majeſty's 
þ Of the wy ily (as 1 had always a mechanical 
genius) I likewiſe made a neat little purſe about ſive feet 
long, with her Majeſty's name decyphered in gold letters, 
which 1 gave to Glumdalelitch by the*Queen's conſent. 
. To ſay the truth, it was more for ſhew than ve, being 
not of ſtrength to bear the weight of the larger coins, 0 
therefore he kept nothing in it but ſome” Hile wi je 
girls are fond by + in Kaen oil 
Tur King, whodelightedi in Ader had erden hi 
at court, to which 1 Was ſometimes carried, and ſet in my 
box on à table to hear them: but the noiſe, was ſq. great, 
that I could hardly diſtinguiſh the tunes. I am confident, 
chat all the drums and trumpets of a royal army, beating 
and * W * at your ears, WH it. 


* 
- 
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My practice was to have my box removed from the place 


where the performers ſat as far as 1 could, then to ſhut” 
the doors and windows of it, and draw the window - cur - 
. wins; after which-1 found their muſic not diſagreeable. 
I had learned in my youth to play a little upon the 
. pinet, Glumdalclitch kept one in her en and 3 
Maſter attended twice à week to teach her: I called it a 
ſpinet, becauſe it ſomewhat reſembled that 8 
and was plaid upon in the ſame manner. A fancy 
came into my head, that I would entertain the King and 
Queen with an Engliſh tune upon this inſtrument. But 
this appeared extremely difficult; for the ſpinet was near 
Gary k. feet long, each key being almoſt a foot wide, ſo'that 
with my arms extended I could not reach to above five 
keys, and to preſs them down required a good ſmart ſtroke 
with my ſiſt, which would be too great a labour, and to 

no purpoſe. The method I contrived was this: I pre- 
pared two round ſticks about thigneſs of common cud- 
gels; they were thicker at one end than the other, and 1 
covered the thicker ends with a piece of a mouſe's ſkin, 
chat by rapping on them I might neither damage the tops 
of the keys, nor interrupt the ſound. Before the ſpinet a 
bench was placed about four feet below the keys, and 1 
was put upon the bench. I ran ſideling upon it that way 
and this as faſt as I could, banging the proper keys with 
my two ſticks, and made a ſhift to play a jigg to the great 
ſatisfaction of both their Majeſties: but it was the moſt 
violent exerciſe I ever. underwent, and yet I could not 
ſtrike above ſixteen keys, nor conſequently play the baſe 
and treble together, as other artiſts do; which was a 
| Frome diſadvantage to my performance. 
THe King, who, as I before obſerved, was a Prince of 1 
N underſtanding, would frequently order that I 
ſhould. be brought in my box, and ſet upon the table in 
his cloſet: he would then command me to bring one of 
my chairs out of the box, and fit down Within three yards 
diſtance upon the top of the cabinet, which brought me 
_ almoſt to a level with his face. Ia this manner I had ſe- 
yeral converſations with him. I one day took the freedom 
to tell his Majeſty, that the contempt he diſcovered to- 
wards Europe, and the reſt of the world, did not ſeem 
ada to — * deat of mind, that he 


”% 9 5 - 2 
* 19988 
* % 


Lo 


4 


116 A VD &: 7 0 Patt ir; 
er of: that reaſon did not extend itſelf with the | 


ts "oft of the body; on the contrary,” we obſerved in our” 


bj country, that the talleſt perſons were uſually leaſt provi- 
ded with it: that among other animals, bees and * had 
the reputation of more induſtry, art, and ſapacity, than 
many of the larger kinds; and that, as inconſiderable as 
he'took me to be, 1 hoped I might live to do his Majeſty | 
ſome ſignal ſtevie} The King heard me with attention, 
and began te conceive a much better opinion of me 
than he had ever before. He deſired I would give him as 
exact an account of the government of England, as I poſ- 
ſibly could; becauſe, as fond as princes commonly are of 
their on cuſtoms; (for ſo he conjectured of Aar mo- 
narchs by my former diſcourſes) he ſhould be glad to hear 
of any thing that might deſerve imitation. 

IMAGINE with thyſelf, courteous Rader, how dftch'T 
then wiſhed' for the tongue of Demoſthenes or Cicero. 
that might have enabled me to celebrate the praiſe of my 
o:vn dear native une in a ONE equal to its moms and: 


| ſelicity,/ 


x heat diy Mſeotiſhdy informing his Majeſty, that 
our dominions' conſiſted of two iflands, which compoſed . 
chree mighty kingdoms under one ſovereign, beſides our 
plantations in America. I dwelt long upon the fertility of 
our ſoil, and the temperature of our climate. I then ſpoke 
at large upon the conſtitution of an Engliſh parliament, 
partly made up of an illuſtrious body called the houſe of 

Peers, ' perſons of the nobleſt blood, and of the moſt an- 
tient and ample patrimonies. '1 deſcribed that extraordi- | 


| Hary care always taken of their education in arts and arms, * 


to qualiſy them for being counſellors both to the King 
and kingdom; to have a ſhare in the legiſlature; to be 
members of the higheſt court of judicature, from whence 
there could be no appeal; and to be champions always 
ready for the defence of their prince and country, by their 
valour, conduct, and fidelity. That theſe were the orna- 
ment and bulwark of the kingdom, worthy followers of 
their moſt renowned anceſtors, whoſe honour had been 
the reward of their virtue, from which their poſterity 5 
were never once known to degenerate, To theſe were join- 
ed ſeveral holy perſons as part of that aſſembly ander the 
Ute of . whoſe * buſineſs it is to take 9 5 
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of religion; and of thoſe ho inſtruct the people thereing 


"Theſe were ſearched and ſought'out thro the wholeges Ei 


tion, by the Prince and his 2 counſellors, 


2 4 ; 
ſich of the prieſthood, as were moſt deſervedly diltin- . 
1 guiſhed by the ſanctity of their lives, and the depth of | 


ther mates who 5 10 indeed the Te; kalen * 
the clergy and the pe ts.) 

Tua the other part of the parſiament confifled of an 
aſſembly called the bouſe of commons, who were all 
principal gentlemen, /reely picked and culled: out by the 
people —— for their great abilities and love of 
their country, to repreſent the wiſdom of the whole na- 
tion. And that theſe two bodies made up the moſt 
auguſt aſſembly in Europe, to whom in conjunction with 

the Prince the whole-legiſlature is committed. 

I I then deſcended to the courts of juſtice, over which 


15 the judges, thoſe venerable ſages and interpreters of the 


law, preſided for determining the diſputed rights and pro- 

perties of men, as well as for the puniſhment of vice and 
protection of innocence. I mentioned the prudent ma- 
nagement of our treaſury, the valour and atchievements 


| of our forces by ſea and land. 1 computed the number 


of our people, by reckoning how many millions there 
might be of each religious ſect, or political party among 
us. I did not omit even our ſports and paſlimes, or any 
other particular whic 
honour of my country And 1 finiſhed all with a brief 
 hiſtorigal account of affairs and events in England for 
about an hundred years paſt. 


Tunis converſation was not ended under fire audiences,” Fils. 
' eachiof ſeveral hours; and the King heard the whole win 
great attention, frequently taking notes of what I ſpoke. 


as well as memorandums of «bat queſtions he enen 
Wren I had put an 50 to theſe long fra; 1 
- . in a 8 audience conſulting his notes propoſed 

many doubts, queries, and objections upon every article. 
He aſked what methods we uſed to cultivate the minds 


and bodies of our young nobility, and in what kind of 
| buſineſs they commonly ſpent the firſt and teachable part 


of their lives, What courſe was taken to ſupply that-af- 
_ when any noble oy became extinct. What 
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qualifications were neceſſary in thoſe who are to „ 
ted new lords: whether — humour of the Prince, a ſum 
of money to a court lady or a prime miniſter, or a deſigu 
of ſtrengthening a party oppoſite to the public intereſt, 
ever happened to be motives in thoſe advancements, 
What ſhare of knowlege theſe lords had in the laws of 
their country, and how they came by it, ſo as to enable 
them to decide the properties of their fellow ſubjects in 
the laſt reſort, Whether they were always ſo free from 
= varice, partialitics, or want, that a bribe or ſome other 
fniſter view could have no place among them. Whether 
theſe holy lords 1 ſpoke of were always promoted to that 
rank upon account of their knowlege in religious mat. 
ters, and the ſanctity of their lives; had never been com- 
pliers with the times while they were common prieſts, or 
flaviſn proſtitute chaplains to ſome nobleman, whoſe 
opinions they continued ſervilely to follow after "uy 
were admitted into that aſſembly, ; 
Hz then deſired to know, what arts were praiſed in 
electing thoſe whom I called commoners : whether a 
ſtranger with a firong purſe might not influence the vul- 
gar voters to chuſe bim before their own landlord, or the 
molt conſiderable gentleman in the neighbourhood; How 
it came to pals, that people were fo violently bent upon 
getting into this affembly, which I allowed to be a great 
trouble and expence, often to the ruin of their families, 
without any ſalary or eber becauſe this appeared 
ſuch an exalted ſtrain of virtue and public ſpirit, that his 
Majeſty ſeemed to doubt it might poſſibly nor be always 
| fincere: and he deſired to know, whether ſuch zealous 
| gentlemen could have any views of refunding themſelves 
for the charges and trouble they were at, by ſacrificing 
the public good to the deſigns of a weak and vitious 
ince in conjundion with a corrupted miniſtry. He 
multiplied his queſtions, and ſifted me thoroughly upon | 
every part of this head, propoſing numbetleſs inquiries 
and objections, which I think it not rie or mm 
ent to repeat. 
Vron what 1 faid in lines to our courts of juſtice, 
bis Majeſty deſired to be ſatisfied in ſeveral points: and 
© this I was the better able to do, having been formerly 
OR OY dunn ee e ae 
cre 


: bh wh 
\\ 


Chap. vt. 70 BROBDINGNAG.' 121 


-  . creed for me with coſts, ' He aſked what time was uſu · 
ally ſpent in determining between right and wrong, and 


vhat degree of expence. Whether advocates and orators 


- bad liberty to plead in cauſes manifeſtly knowp to be un- 
juſt, vexatious, or oppreſſive. Whether party in religion 
or politics were obſerved to be of any weight in the ſcale 


of juſtice, Whether thoſe pleading orators were perſons | 


educated in the general knowlege of equity, or only in 
provincial, national, and other local cuſtoms, Whether 
they or their judges had any part in penning thoſe laws, 
which they aſſumed the liberty of interpreting and gloſ- 


ſing upon at their pleaſure. Whether they had ever at 


different times. pleaded for and againſt the ſame cauſe, 
and cited precedents to prove contrary opinions. Whether 
they were a rich or a poor corporation. Whether they 
received any pecuniary. reward for pleading or delivering 


3 their opinions. And particularly, whether they were 


eyer admitted as members in the lower ſenate. 

. He fell next upon the management of our treaſury 3 ; 
and ſaid, he thought my memory had failed me, . becau'e 
I computed our taxes to about five or ſix millions a year, 
and when I came to mention the iſſues, he found they 
ſometimes amounted to more than double: for the notes 


| he had taken were very particular in this point. becauſe = 


he hoped, as he told me, that the knowlege of our con- 
duct might be uſeful to him, and he could not be decei- 
ved in his calculations. But, if what I told him were true, 


he was ſtill at a loſs how a kingdom could run out of its | 


eſtate like a private perſon. He aſked me who were our 
creditors; and where we found money to pay them. He 
| wondered to hear me talk of ſuch chargeable and expenſive 
wars ; that certainly we mult be a quarrelſome people, or 


live among very bad neighbours, and that our generals 


muſt needs be richer than our kings. He aſked what bu- 
ſineſs we had out of our own iſlands, unleſs upon the ſcore 


of trade or treaty, or to defend the coaſts with our fleet. 


Above all, he was amazed to hear me talk of a mercenary 
ſtanding army in the time of peace, and. among a free 
people. He ſaid, if we were governed by our own con- 
bent in the perſons of out repreſentatives, he could not 


imagine of whom we were afraid, or againſt whom we 
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private man's houſe might not better be defended by him- 


ſelf. bis children, and — than by half a dozen raſcals 
picked up at a venture in the ſtreets for ſmall wages, 


. who might e's an open tires mn * n their 
- throats. 9 


He laughed at my odd kid of wiltheverie (as he was 
pleaſed to call it) in reckoning the numbers of our people 
by a computation drawn from the ſeveral ſefs among us 
in religion and politics, He faid, he knew no reaſon why 


_ theſe, who entertain opinions prejudicial to the public, 
. thou'd be obliged to change, or ſhould not be obliged to 
conceal them. And as it was tyranny in any government 


to require the firſt, ſo it was weakneſs not to enforce the 


ſecond: for a man may be allowed to keep poiſons i in his 


cloſet, but not to vend them about for cordials. 


He obſerved, that among the diverſions of our nobility IN 
and gentry 1 had mentioned gaming: he deſired to know = 


at what age this entertainment was uſually taken up, and 


when it was laid down; 3 how much of their tame it em- 


ployed: whether ever it went ſo high as to affect their 


fortunes: whether mean vicious people by their dexte- 
rity in that art might not arrive at great riches, and ſome- 


times keep our very nobles in dependence, as well as 


—— 


1988 you _ ; " have n proved, 8 


habituate them to vile companions, wholly take them 
from the improvement of their minds, and foree them by 
the loſſes they received to learn and pracule that eben 
dexterity upon others. 
He was perfectly aſtoniſhed with the biſtorical account 
1 gave him of our affairs during the laſt cemury, 'proteſt- 
ing it was only a heap of conſpiracies, rebellions, murders, 
maſſacres, revolutions, baniſhments, the very warſt effects 


_ that avarice, faction, bypocriſy, perfidiouſneſs, cruelty, 


rage, madneſs, hatred, yo loſt, malice, and ambition 


could produce. 


His Majeſty in another eee ens t d pains to 
recapitulate the ſum of all I had ſpoken; compared the 
queſtions he made with the anſwers 1 had given; then 


taking me into his hands, and ſtroaking me gently, deli- 


vered himſelf in theſe words, which 1 ſhall never forget, 


nor the manner he ſpoke” them in: My little friend Gril- 


drig, you have made a moſt admirable panegyric upon 
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| idleneſs and vice, are the proper ingredients for qualify- | 
ing a legiſlator ; that laws are beſt explained, interpreted, 


and applied by thoſe whoſe intereſt and abilities lie an per- 


verting, confounding, and eluding them. 1 2 0 

you ſome lines of an inſtitution, which in its 

nigh ht have been tolerable, but theſe half eraſed, 
w 


'the 


holly blurred and blotted by corruptions. It doth - 
not appear from all you have ſaid, how any one perfection 


zs required toward the procurement of any one {tation a» 


mo0bg you; much leſs that men are-ennobleg-ow account 


of their virtue, that prieſts are advanced for their piety or 

learning, ſoldiers for their conduct or valour, judges; for 
their integrity, ſenators for the love of their country, or 
counſellors for their wiſdom. As for yourſelf, continued 
the King, who have ſpent the greatelt part of your life 


in travelling, I am well diſpoſed ro hope you may hither- | 
| to have eſcaped many vices of your-country, But by 


what 1 have gathered from your oun relation, and the 

anſwers I have with much pains wringed and extoried 
from you, I cannot. but conclude the bulk of your na- 
tives to be the moſt pernicious race of linle'"odioug 


vermin that nature ever ene to craul A * 10 | 
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9 This eben contains fach ſarcaſos on the ſtrufture of the 


human body, s too-plainly ſhew, that the author was unwilling 
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| have hindered me from concealing this part of my 
5 1. was in vain wh ens "= No 
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to loſe any opportunity of debaſing and ridiculing his own 


ſpecies. —— Here a reflection naturally. occurs, which, without 


wy © * N to admire and 1 the ways of 
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5 were amps wrvd in ee; Roberta 
— — while my noble and moſt beloved country 
5 injuriouſly treated: I am as heartily ſorry as any 
of my readers can poſſibly be, that ſach an occafion was 
given: but this Prince happened to be ſo carious and i in 
quiitive upon every particular, that it could not conſiſt 
either with gratitude or good manners to refuſe giving 
him what ſatis faction I was able. Vet thus much I may 
be allowed to ſay in my own vindication, that I artſully 
deluded many of his queſtions, and gave to every point a 
more favourable turn by many degrees than the lirifineſs 
| of truth would allow. For 1 1 always born that lau- 
Aduable partiality to my oun country, which Dionyſius Ha- 
ͤůccarnaſſenſis with ſo much juſtice recommends to an hi- 
ſtorian: I would hide the railties and deformities of my 
political mother, and place her virtues and beauties in 
the moſt advantageous light. This was my ſincere en- 
deavour i in thoſe many diſcourſes I had with that en, 
although it unfortunately failed of ſucceſs. | 
Bur great allowances ſhould be given to a King, who 
lives wholly ſecluded from the reſto the world, and muſt 
therefore be altogether unacquainted with the manners 
and cuſtoms that moſt prevail in other nations: the want 
of which knowlege will ever produce many prejudices, 
and a certain narroumeſi of thinking, from which we and 
the politer countries of Europe are wholly exempted. 
And it would be hard indeed, if ſo remote a Prince's no- 
ttons of virtue and vice were to be offered as. a ſtandard 
FE ).. tor all mankind,. © 
= To confirm, what 1 have now ſaid, and further to-ſhew. 
who miſerable effects of a confined education, I ſhall. here 
inſert a paſſage which will hardly obtain belief. In hopes 
to ingratiate myſelf farther into his Majeſty's favour, 1 
told him of an invention diſcovered between three and 
four hundred years ago to make a certain powder, into 
an beap of, which the ſmalleſt ſpark of fire falling would 
kindle the whole in a n altho' it were as big as 
| a moun- 


| 8 For als FR a this _—_— wits 9 8 demea 

io ſcoff and ſcorn at all mankind. lived not only to be an example 

| o puvilh, his own pride, and to terrify ours, but underwent ſome 
„„ a greateſt 'miſcries to which) human nature is * ue 
RY ne life | prefixed to his works. l 
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4 niountaio, and make it all fly up in the air together, 


| with a noiſe and. agitation. greater than. thunder, That 
a proper quantity of this powder rammed into an hollow 
tube of braſs or iron, according to its bigneſs, would 


dee u bel of reg os bert N ee forod, 


as nothing was able to fuſtainits force: That the largeſt 


balls thus diſcharged wo! only deſtroy whole ranks 
of an army at once, but batter the ſtrongeſt walls to the 
ground, fink down ſhips, with a thouſand men in each, 
to the bottom of the ſea; and, when linked together by 


a chain, would cut thro' maſts. and 'rigoing, divide  - 


hundreds of bodies in the. middle, and lay all waſte before 
them. That we often put this powder into large hollow 


balls of iron, and diſcharged them by, an engine into 
ſome city we were beſieging, which Would rip up the 
pavements, tear the. houſes to pieces, hurſt and throw 
ſplinters on every ſide, daſhing out the brains of all who 


eame near. That I knew the ingredients very well, which 
were cheap and common; I underſtood the manner of 


compounding them, and could direct his workmen ho-) 
to make thoſe tubes of a ſize proportionable td all othet 


things in his Majeſty's kingdom, and the largeſt aged not 


be above an hundred feet long; twenty or thirty of which 


tubes charged with the proper and 


ntity of powder 


balls, would batter down the walls of the 3 town 


in his dominion in a feu hours, "oe lie wo whole 
metropolis, if ever it ſhould pretend to diſpute his abſo- 


late commands. This I humbly offered 40; his Majelly, - | 


as a ſmall tribute of 'acknowledgment in returg 9 fo 
many marks that I hab received of his royal farour and 
otection. ie e e to 


Tux King was ſtruck with dur at the deſcription I g 


bad 2 given of thoſe terrible engines, and the p 
had — 4 He was amazed, how ſo inipatent and groveling 
an inſect as I (theſe were his exprefliads) could: entertain 
ſuch inhuman ideas, and in ſo familiar a mauer, as to 

pear wholly unmoved at all the ſcents of blaod and 3 


0 1 


ion, which I had painted as the dummon effects of thoſe - 
deſtructive machines, whereof he ſaid ſome evil genius, 
enemy to mankind, muſt have been the firſt contrĩver- as 

for himſelf, he proteſted; that altho few thing delighted 
him'fo'muck as new RRR | 
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be would rather loſe half his kingdom, than be privy 0 | 
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Nook a ſecret, which he commanded nen en wy 
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: Jems for government, and 


never to mention any More. 3 FH) 
A ſtrange effed of narrow principles ad Garter wiew: / 
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| det Prince poſſeſſed of every vality which procures 
veneration, love, and eſteem; of ſt 


parts, great wiſ- 
wed-with admirable ta- 


adored by his ſubjects, 


dom, and profound learning, « 


| ſhould from a nice unneceſſary feruple, whereof in Europe 


a + 


we can have no conception, let ſlip an opportunity put 


into his hands, that would have made him abſolute maſter 


olf the lives; the liberties, and the fortunes, of his people. 
Neither do 1 ſay this with the leaſt intention to detract 


from the many virtues of that excellent King, whoſe cha- 


racter I am ſenſible will on this account be very much leſ· 
ſened in the opinion of an Engliſn reader: but I take this 
defect among them to have riſen from their ignorance by 
not having hitherto reduced politics into a ſcience, as the 
maore acute wits of Europe have done. For I remember 
very well in à diſcourſe one day with the King, when I 
' happened to ſay there were ſeveral-thouſand- books, a- 
mong us written upan the art of government, it gave him 
 (direftly contrary to my intention) a very mean opinion 


of our underſtandings. He proſeſſed both to-abominate 


and deſpiſe all myſtery, refinement, and intrigue, either in 
2 prince or à miniſter. He could not tell what I meant 
dy fecrett , ate, where an ænemy or ſome rival nation 
were not in the caſe. He confined; the knowledge of go- 


verning within very 2arrow bounds, to common ſenſe. and 


reaſon, to juſtice and lenity, to the. ſpeedy determination 


of civil 55 criminal cauſes; with ſome other obvious to- 


pics, which are not worth bonſidering. And he gaye it 


for his opinion; that whocver could make two ears of 


corn, or two blades of graſs, to grow upon a ſpot of 
ground where only one grew before, would deſerve bei- 

ter of mankind, and do 8 ſervice to his 
County, than the whole rate ticians put together. 
„ Tux learning of this people is very defective, conſiſting 
only in morality, hiſtory, poetry, and mathematics, where · 

nn they muſt be allowed to excel. But the laſt of theſe is 


olly applied to what may be uſeful in life, to the im- 
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Entities, abſtractions, and rranſeetdentals, 1 could weber 


| drive the leaſt conception into their heads. Has 
- law of that country muſt exceed in words the ahi 
r of letters in their alphabet, which conſiſts only in twWW0 | 
| 80 twenty. But indeed few of them extend — 4 to that 


length. They are expreſſed in the moſt plain and ſimple 


£ — 


terms, wherein thoſe people are not mercurial enough to 


diſcover above one interpretation: and to write a com- 
ment upon any law is a capital crime. As to the deciſion 
of civil cauſes; or proceedings againſt criminals, ' their 
ents are 10 few, that they have little reaſon't6 bolt 
of any extraordinary {ill in Sheet r ee 
Tu r have had the art of printing as well a8 the Ch. 
_ time out'of mind: but their libraries are not 


wo for that of the King, which is reckoned the lar 


doth not amount to above a thouſand volumes placed 
1 gallery of twelve hundred feet long, from whence * 
had hberty to borrow what books I pleaſed. 'The Queen's 
Joiner had contrived i in one of Glumdalclitch's rooms 4 
kind of wooden machine five and twenty feet high, form- 
ed like a Randing ladder, the ſieps were each fifty feet 
long: it was indeed a moveable pair of ſtairs, the Jowelt 
end placed at ten feet diſtance from the wall of the cham- 
der. The book 1 had a mind to read was put up leaning 


elt the wall: 1 brd weunted to'the upper ſiep oF the 


ladder, and turning my fate towards the bock, bega 
at the top of the page, and ſo walking to the right an 
left abont eight or ten paces, according to the length of 
the lines, till I had gotten a little below the level of mine 
eyes, and then deſcending gradually till 1 came to the 
bottom: after Which I mounted again, and began the 
other page in the ſame manner, and ſo turned over the 
leaf, which I could: eaſily ds with both my hands, for it 
| Was as thick and ſtiff as a paſte-board, and in the kage ſt 


; A 


on s not above eighteen or twenty feet lonRFg. 


Turi ſtyle is clear, maſculine, and ſmooth, but not 
fotd; for they avoid nothing more than multiplying un- 
veceſſary "words, or uſing various expreſſions; L have per- 
uſed many of their books, eſpecially thoſe in hiſtory and 
morality. Among tlie reſt, I was much diverted with a 


ligle old "_ which * ny in Glamdalclitch's x 


* 


12 


-» beds 
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ed ee us, as a are FRO: that . WS: 
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elderly gentle woman, who dealt in writings of morality 
and devotion. The book treats of the weakneſs of human 


| kind, and is in little eſteem, except among the women 
and the vulgar. However, I was curious to ſee what an 
author of that country could ſay upon ſuch a ſubject. 

This writer went thro' all the uſual topics of European 
moraliſts, ſhewing how diminutive,  contemptible, and 
: belpleſs an animal man was in his own nature; how un- 


able to defend himſelf from inclemencies of the air, or the 


fury of wilds beaſts ; how much he was excelled by one 
0 2 in ſtrength, by another in ſpeed, by a third in 


ght, by a fourth is induſtry. He added, that nature 


; was degenerated in theſe latter declining ages of the 


world, and could now produce only ſmall abortive births, 


in compariſon of thoſe in ancient times, He ſaid, it was 
very reaſonable 10 think, not only that the ſpecies of men 


were originally much larger, but alſo that there muſt have 


| been giants in former ages; Which, as it is aſſerted by 
hiſtory and tradition, ſo it hath. been confirmed by . huge 


bones and ſkulls caſually dug up in ſeveral parts of the 
kingdom, far exceeding. the common dwindled race of 
man in our days. Ie argued, that the very laws of na- 
ture abſolutely required. we ſhould have been made in the 
beginning of a ſize more large and robuſt, not ſo liable 
to deſtruction from every little accident of a tile falling 


| from an. houſe, or a ſtone caſt from the band of a boy, or 


ing drowned in a little brook, From this way of rea- 
ing, the author drew ſeveral moral applications uſeful 


in the conduct of life, but needleſs here to repeat. For my 


own part, I could not avoid reflefting how univerſally 
this talent was ſpread, af drawing lectures in morality, or 


indeed rather matter of diſcontent and repining, 1 ſt 


uarrels. we raiſe with nature. And 1 believe, 
la! inquiry, thoſe quarrels might de ſhewn as ill. -ground- 


As 


3 The author's zeal to joſtf ni 8 has before | boon re- 


marked; and theſe quarrels with Nature, or, in other words, with 
God, could not have been more forcibly reproved, than by 


neu ing, that the complaints upon which they are founded, 


would be equally ſpecious among beings of ſuch . ſape- 


_ Liority of ſlature and Wenk. * 
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As to their military affairs, they boaſt that the King's 


army conſiſts of an hundred and ſeventy ſix thouſand foot, 


and thirty two thouſand: horſe ; if that may be called an 


army, which is made up of wile; in the ſeveral cities, 


and farmers in the country, whoſe commanders are dhly 


the nobility and gentry without pay or reward. They are 


indeed perfect enough in their exerciſes, and under very 
good diſcipline, wherein I faw no great merit ; for how 
ſhould it be otherwiſe, where every farmer is under the 
command of his own landlord, and every citizen under 
that of the principal men in his -own cy choſen after 
th manner of Venice by ballot ? 

I have often ſeen the militia of rorbeolgritt In out 
to exerciſe in a great field near the city of twenty miles 


| ſquare: They were in all not above twenty five thouſand 
foot, and fix thouſand horſe : but it was impollible for me 


to compute their number, conſidering the ſpace of ground. 


they took up. A cavalier; mounted on alargeſteed; might 
be about ir le feet high. I have ſeen this whole body of 


borſe, upon à word of command, draw their ſwords at 
once, and brandiſſi them in the air. Imagination can figure 


nothing ſo grand, ſo ſurpriſing, and fo altoniſhing! tt lock - 


ed as if ten thouſand flaſhes of lightning were darting at 
the ſame time from every quarter of the ſcy. 
7 was curious to know: how this Prince, to whoſe do- 
miions there i is no acceſs. from any other country, came 
to think of armies, or to teach his people the practice of 


military diſcipline. But I was ſoon in ormed both by con- 
verſation and 3 their hiſtorĩes: for in the courſe of 
many ages they have been troubled with the ſame diſeaſe - 


to which the whole race of mankind is ſubje&; the nobi> 
lity often contending for power, the people for liberty, 
and the King for abſolate dominion; All which;' however 


happily tempered by the laws of that kingdom, have been 


ſometimes violated by each of the three parties, and have 


more than once occaſioned civil wars; the laſt whereof 


was el put an end to by this Prince's grandfather 
in a general compoſition; and the militia, then ſettled 
with common conlent, * e ever A rr kept i in b the 0 
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The Ki i ar _ FOI make a progreſi to ts . The 
author altendt them. The manner in which he leaves 
the country m_ Ny related.” He * returns to 
2 . N lt | 


Had always a bei . that I ſhould FLOW time 
1 recover my liberty, tho' it was impoſſible to con- 
jecture by what, means, or to form any project with the 
aſt hope of ſucceeding. The ſhip in which 1 failed was 
the firſt ever known to be driven within ſight of that 
cCoaſt, and the King had given ftrit orders, that if at any 
time another appeared, it ſhould” be taken aſhore, and 
with all its crew and paſſengers brought in a tumbril 
to Lorbrulgrud. He was ſtrongly bent to get me a wo- 
man of my own ſize, by whom I might propagate the 
breed: but I think I ſhould rather have died, than under - 
gone the diſgrace of leaving a poſterity to be kept in cages 
like tame Canary birds, and perhaps in time ſold about 
the kingdom to perſons of quality for curioſities. I was 
indeed treated with much kindneſs: I was the favourite 
of a great King and Queen, and the delight of the whole 
court; but it was upon ſuch a foot, as ill became the dig- 
nity of human kind. I could never forget thoſe domeſtic 
et 1 had left behind me. I wanted to be among 
people with whom I could converſe upon even terms, and 
walk about the ſtreets and fields, without being afraid of 
g being trod to death like a ſrog, or a young puppy. But 
XL my deliverance came ſooner. than I expected, and in a 
F manner not very common: the whole {tory and circum 
ſtances of which I ſhall faithfully relate. 
| 1 had now been two years in this country; od 19 5 
| the beginning of the-third, Glumdaleliich and I attend- 
ed the King and Queen in a progreſs toahe auth ooaſt of 
the kingdom. I was carried as uſual in my travelling · box, 
which; as I have already deſcribed, was a very conveni- 
ent cloſet of twelve feet wide. And I had ordered a 
bammock to be fixed by ſilken ropes from the four cor- 
ver at the top, to break the jolts, when a ſeryam carried 


me 


op Gulliver? s eſcape from Brobvingrag, is humorous, ſatirical, 
arg decent. n. | 
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me before him on horſeback, as I ſometimes deſired, and 
would often fleep in my hammock white we wert upon 
the road. On the roof of my cloſet, not directly over 
the nnddde of the hammock, I ordered the joiner to cut 
out a hole of a foot ſquare, to give me air in hot weather, 
as 1 ſlept; which hole 1 ſhot at pleaſure with a board, | 
that drew backwards and forwards through a groove. 
_ When we came to'ourjourney's end, the King thought 
proper to pals a few days at a palace he hath near Flag- 
| Haſnic, a city within eighteen Engliſh miles of the fea- 
fide. Glumdalclitch and I were much fatigued : I had 
gotten a ſmall cold, but the poor girl was ſo ill as to be 
conſined to her chamber. I longed to ſee the occean 
which muſt be the only ſcene of my eſcape, [if ever it 
ſhould happen. I pretended to be worſe than really was, 
and defired leave to take the freſh air of the fea with a 
page, whom I was very fond of, and who had ſometimes 
deen truſted with me. I ſhall never forget with what 
_ unwillingneſs Glamdalcliech conſented, nor the ſtrict 
charge ſhe gave the page to be careful of me, burſting at 
the fame time into a flood of tears, as if ſhe had ſome 
foreboding of what was to happen. The boy took me 
ont in my box about half an hour's walk from the palace 
towards the rocks on the ſea ſhore. I ordered him to ſer 
me down; and lifting up one of my faſhes caſt many a wiſt - 
ful melancholy look towards the ſea. I found myſelf not 
very well, and told the page that I had a mind to take a 
nap in my hammock, which I hoped would do me good. oo 
got in, and the boy ſhut the window cloſe down to keep 
out the cold, 1 ſoon fell affeep, and all I can conjecture 
is, that while 1 ſlept, the page thinking no danger could 
bappen, went among the rocks to look for birds eggs, 
having before obſerved him from my window | fearch- 
ing about, and picking up one or two in the clefts. Be 
that as it will, I found myſelf ſuddenly awaked: with a 
violent pull upon the ring, which was faſtened at the top 
of my box for the conyeniency of carriage. I felt my box 
raiſed very high in the air, and then born forward with 
prodigious ſpeed. The firſt jolt had like to have ſhaken | 
me out of my hammock, — afterwards the motion was 
eaſy enough. I called out ſeveral times, as loud as + could 
; rate my voice, but all to no purpoſe. 1 looked towards 
the * M 2 


E22 my 


— 


1 v O Y A OE - Part Il. 

my windows, and could ſee nothing but the * and 
ſky. I heard a noiſe jult over my head like the clapping of 
wings, and then began to perceive the woful condition 5 
Was in, that ſome eagle had got the ring of iny box in 
his beak, with an intent to let it fall on a rock, like a toi - 
doiſe in a ſhell, and then pick out my body, and devour 
it: for the ſagacity and ſmell of this bird enabled him to 
diſcover his quarry, at a great diſtance, iho' better con- 
ecaked than I could be with a two inch board. 

In a title time I obſerved the noiſe and flutter of 
- wings to increaſe very faſt, and my box was toſſed up 
and down like a ſign in a windy day. I heard ſeveral 
bangs or buffers, as I thought, given to the eagle (for 
ſuch I am certain it muſt have been that held the ring of 
my box in his beak) and then all on a ſudden felt myſelf 
falling perpendicularly down for above a minute, but with 
ſuch incredible ſwiftneſs that 1 almoſt loſt my breath. Vi y 
fail was ſtopped by a terrible ſquaſh, thar ee. louder 
ta my ears than the cataract of Niagara“; after which [ 
was quite in the dark for another minute, and then my 
box began to riſc ſo high that 1 could ſee kght from the 
tops of the windows, I now perceived that I was fallen in- 
to the ſea, My box, by the weight of my body, the 
goods that were.in, and the broad plates of iron fixed. ſor 
| {ſtrength at the four corners of the top and bottom, float: 
ed about five feet deep in water. I did then, and do now 
ſuppoſe, that the eagle which flew away with my box was 
parined by two or three others, and forced to let me drop 
while he defended himſelf againſt the reſt, who hoped to 
ſhare in the prey. The plates of iron fallned at the bot- 
om of the box (for thoſe were the ſtrongeſt) preſerved 
the balance while it fell, and hindered it from being bro- 
ken on the ſurface of the water, Every joint of it was well 
grooved ; and the door did not move on hinges, but up 
and dowa like a ach, which Ry my doſer ſo tight that 


very 


4 Niagara ! is a Gian of the French | in x North America, 
and the cataract is produced by the fall of a cooflux of water 
(formed of the four vaſt lakes of Canada) from a rocky precipice, 
the perpendicular height of which is one hundred and thirty 
ſeven feet; and" it is 14 10 me been heard fifteen . 
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very lietle water came in. I got with much difficulty 
.but of my hammock, having firſt ventured to draw back 
the ſlip board on the roof already mentioned, contrived 
on purpoſe to let in the ar, for want ol uhich 1 found 
mul almoſt ſtifled. 


Ho / often did 1 then wiſh myſelf with my dear 3 Fo 


dalcliteb, from whom one ſingle hour had fo far divided 
me ! And I may ſay with'truth, that in the midſt of my 
** misfortunes I could not fobear lamenting my poor 
nurſe, the grief ſhe would ſuffer for my loſs, the diſplea- 
ſure of the Queen, and the ruin of her fortune. Perhaps 
many travellers have not been under greater difficolties 
and diſtreſs than I was at this juncture, expecting every 
moment to ſee my box daſhed to pieces, or at leaſt overſet 
by the firſt violent blaſt or riſing wave. A breach in one 
ſingle pane of glaſs would have been immediate death: 
nor could any thing have preſerved the windows: but the 
ſtrong lattice- wires placed on the outſide againſt accidents 
in travelling. I ſaw the water ooze in at ſeveral crabnies, 
&hho' the leaks were not conſiderable, and I endeavour- 


ed to ſtop then as well as I could. I was not able to - | 


ft up the roof of my cloſet, which-atherwiſe I certainly. 
ſhould: have done, and ſat on the top > of it, where 1 might 
at leaſt preſerre myſelf ſome hours longer than by being 
ſhut up (as I may call it) in the hold. Or if 1 abe 
theſe dangers for a day or two, what could I expect but 
a miſerable death of cold and hunger! I was four hours 
under theſe circumſtances, en- and ne res 
very moment to be my laſt. 0 
1 have already told the reader, that Ped, were two 
* ſtaples fixed upon that ſide of my box which had 
no window, and into which the ſervant who uſed to 
carry me on horſeback would put a leathern belt, and 
buckle it about his waiſt. Being in this diſconſolate ſtate, 


I heard, or at leaſt thought I beard ſome kind of grating - - - 


noiſe on that ſide of my box where the ſtaples were fixed, 
and ſoon after I began to fancy, that the box way pulled 
or towed along in the ſea; for I now and then felt a fort. 
of tugging, which made the waves riſe near the tops of 
my windows, leaving me almoſt in the dark, This gave 
me ſome faint hopes of relief; altho' 1 was not able to 


be how it could be Cl ht about. I ventured to 
5 25 : . Aunſcrew 
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unſcrew one of my chairs, which were always faſtened wo 
the floor, and having made a hard ſhift to ſcrew it down 
again directly under the ſlipping · board that 1 had lately 
opened, I mounted on the chair, and putting my mouth · 
as near as I could to the hole, I called for help in a loud 
voice, and in all the languages I underſtood. I then fa- 
ſtened my handkerchief to a ſlick I uſually carried, and 
_ thruſting/it up the hole waved it ſeveral times in the air, 
_ that if any boat or ſhip were near, the ſeamen might con- 
jecture ſome unhappy mortal to be ſhut up in the box. * 
I, found no effect from all I could do, but plainly per- 

_ ceived my cloſet to be moved along; and in the ſpace of 
an hour, qr better, that fide of the box where the ſtaples 
were, and had no window, ſtruck againſt ſomething that 
was hard. I apprehended it to be a rock, and found my- 
ſelf toſſed more than ever. I plainly heard a noiſe upon 

the cover of my cloſet like that of a cable, and the gra- 
ting of. it as it paſſed thro' the ring. I then found myſelf 

hoiſted up by degrees at leaſt three feet higher than 1 

was before. Whereupon I again thruſt up my ſtick and 
'bandkerchief, calling for help till I was almoſt hoarſe. In 

return to which, F heard a great ſhout repeated three 
- times, giving me ſuch tranſports of joy as are not to be 
conceived but by thoſe who feel them, I now beard a 


trampling over: my head, and ſomebody calling thro' the © 


hole with a loud voice in the Engliſh tongue. If there be 
any body below, let them ſpeak. I anſwered, I was an 
Engliſhman, drawn by ill fortune into the greateſt cala - 
mity that ever any creature underwent, and begged by 
all that was moving to be delivered out of the dungeon 
1 was in. The voice replied, I was ſafe, for my box was 
faſtened: to their ſhip; and the carpenter ſhould immedi- 
ately come and. ſaw a hole in the cover large enough to 
pull me out. I anſwered, that was needleſs, and would 
take up too much time, for there was no more to be done, 
but let one of the crew put his finger into the ring, and: 
take the box out of the ſea into the ſhip, and ſo into the 
Captain's cabbin*. Some of them upon hearing me talk ſo. 
There are ſveral. little incidents which ſhew the author to 
have had 2 deep knowledge of human nature; and 1 think 
4his is one. Atho” the principal adval. tages — by | 


At 


* ” "II IEP= Ls as." bx 8 — £ a 4 e 4 „ = oy N 
wi A n "OOF ade T7 T PTY WC | . FIERY alas! N t * 
* r f SE, 4 = <7 \ * 
8 1 : 3 p 7 8 * 
F " , 


| Chap, VIII. ro BROBDINGNAG. 3s 
wildly thought 1 was mad : others laughed; for indeed - | 
it never came into my head that I was nom got 


among 
people of my ſtature and ſtrength. © The carpenter 
came, and in A few minutes ſawed a paſſage about four” 
feet ſquare, then let down a ſmall ladder, upon which T 
mounted, and from thence way wakes inn n 
yery weak condition. 
Tus failors were all — and alked mea 
thouſand queſtions, which ] had no inclination to anſwer, 
I was equally confounded ar the fight of ſo many pigmies, 
for ſuch I took them to be, after having ſo long accu- 
ſtomed mine eyes to the monſtrous objects I had left. But 
the Captain, Mr Thomas Wilcocks, an honeſt worthy 
Shropſhireman, obſerving I was ready 0 faint, took me 
into his cabbin, gave me a cordial to comfort me, and 
made me turn in upon his own bed, adviſing me to take 
a kttle _ of which I had great need. Before I went 
to ſleep, 1 gave him to underſtand that I had ſome valu - 
able furnitare in my box too good to be loſt; a fine ham - 
mock, an handſome field-bed, two chairs, a table and a 
cabinet. That my cloſet was hung on all ſides, or rather 
quilted, with ſilk and cotton: that if he would let one of 
the crew bring my cloſet into his cabbin, I would open it 
there before him and ſhew him my goods. The Captain 
bearing me utter theſe abſurdities concluded I was raving: 
| however (I ſuppoſe to pacify me) be promiſed to give or- 
der as 1 deſired, and going upon deck ſent ſome of his 
men down into my cloſet, from whence (as 1 afterwards 


found) they drew up all my goods, and ſtripped off the - 


quilting ; but the chairs, cabinet, and beditead, being 
icrewed to the floor, were much damaged by the igno- 
rance of the ſeamen, who tore them up by force. Then 
they knocked off ſome of the boards. for the uſe of the 
ſhip; and when they had gov-all they had a mind for lex 
the ball drop into the ſea, which by reaſon of many breach- 
es mannes in the 1599 778 I WR ad to e And in- 
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mong his countrymen, depended on their being of the ſame ſing 
wich himſelf; yet this is forgotten, in his ardour to be deli 
vered: and he is after wards betrayed into A ron 84 by 
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vock they made; becauſe 1'am-confident it would have 
ſenſibly touched me by bringing former paſlager 1 into my 
mind which 1 had rather forget. 

1 flept ſome hours, but perpetually diſturbed, with 
dreams of the place I had left, and; the dangers I had e- 
ſcaped. However, upon waking I found myſelf much 
BY It was now about eight o'clock at night, and 
the Captain ordered ſupper immediately, thinking I had 
already faſted too long. He entertained me with great 
| kindneſs, obſerving me not to look wildly,” or talk incon- 
ſiſtently: and, when we were left alone, deſired I would 
give him a relation of my travels, and by what accident I 


came to be ſet adrift in that monſtrous wooden cheſt. He 


ſaid, that about twelve o'clock at noon, as he was look · 
ing thro! his glaſs, he ſpied it at a diltapce, and thought 
it was a ſail, which he had a mind to make, being not 
much out of his courſe, in hopes of buying ſome biſker, 
his own beginning to fall ſnort. That upon coming near - 
er, and finding his error, he ſent out his long boat to 
diſcover: what I was; that his men came back in a fright, 
ſwearing they had ſeen a ſwimming houſe. That he 
laughed at 45 folly, and went himſelf into the boat or- 
dering his men to take a ſtrong cable along with them. 
That the weather being calm, he rowed round me ſeveral 
times, obſerved my windows, and the wire-lattices that 
defended them. That he diſcovered two ſtaples. upon 
one fide, which was all of boards without any paſſage for 
light. He then commanded his men to row up to that 
fide, and faſtening a cable to one of the ſtaples, ordered 
them to tow my cheſt (as they called it) towards the 
ſhip. .When it was there, he gave directions to ſaſten 
another cable to the ring fixed in the cover, and to raiſe 
up my cheſt with pullies, which all the ſailors were not 
able to do above two or three feet. He ſaid, they ſaw 
my ſtick and handkerchicf thruſt out of the hole, and 
condluded that ſome unhappy man mult be ſhur up in the 
cavity, 1 aſked, whether he or the crew had ſeen any 
prodigious birds in the air about the time he firſt diſco- 
vered me? to which he anſwered, that, diſcourſing this 
matter with the ſailors while 1 was afleep, one of them 
| _ he had e three eagles Wing towards by 
north, 
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north, but remarked nothing of their being larger than 
the uſual ſize, which I ſappoſe muſt be imputed to the 
great height they were at; and he could not gueſs the 
_ reaſon of my queſtion. I then aſked the Captain, how 
far he reckoned we might be from land? he ſaid, by the 
beſt 19-4 e he could make, we were at leaſt a 
hundred leagues. I aſſured him that he muſt be m 0 
by almoſt half; for 1 had not left the country from 
whenoe came above two hours before I dropt into the 
ſea. Whereupon he began again to think that my brain 
was diſturbed, of which he gave me a hint, and adviſed 
me to go to bed in a cabbin he had provided. I aſſured 
bim I was well refreſhed with his good entertainment | 
and company, and as much in my ſenſes as ever I was in 
my life; He then grew ſerious, and deſired to aſk me 
freely, whether I were: not troubled in mind by the con- 
ſciouſneſs of ſome enormous crime, for which I was pu- 
niſhed. at the command of fome prince by expoling me 
in that cheſt, as great criminals in other countries have 
been forced to ſea in a leaky veſſel, without proviſions ; 
for altho' he ſhould be fiery to have taken ſo ill a man 
into bis ſhip, yet he would engage his word to ſet me 
ſale a· ſhore in the ſirſt port where we arrived. He add- 
ed, that his ſuſpicions were much increaſed by ſome very 
| abſurd ſpeeches I had delivered at firſt to the ſailors, and 
afterwards to himſelf, in relation to my cloſet or cheſt, - 


as well as by my odd looks and behanour while 1 was i ; 


at ſupper. 
I begged his patience: to hear me tell my tory,” which 
1 faithfally did from the laſt time I left England to the 
moment he firſt - diſcovered me. And as truth always 
forceth its way into rational minds, ſo this honeſt worthy 
gentleman, who had ſome tincture of learning, and very 
good ſenſe, was immediately convinced of my candour 
and veracity. But, farther to confirm all 1 had faid, 1 
entreated him to give order that my cabinet ſhould be 
brought, of which I I had the key in my pocket (for' he 
had ours informed me how the ſeamen diſpoſed of my 
cloſet.) 1 opened it in his own preſence, and ſhewed 
him the ſmall collection of rarities I made in the country 
from whence I had been ſo ſtrangely delivered. There 
Ba a out of the PO The 
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Kiag's beard, and another of the ſame materials, but fix- 
ed into a paring of her Majeſty's thumb-nail which ſerv - 
ed for the back. There was a collection of needles and 
pius from a foot to half a yard long; four waſp · ſtings, 
- Ike joivers tacks; ſome combings of the Queen's hair; 


a gold ring which one day ſhe made me a preſent of in 


a moſt obligiog manner, taking it from her little finger, 
and throwing it over my head like a collar. I deſired the 
Captain would pleaſe to accept this ring in return of his 
civilities; which he abſolutely refuſed. I ſhewed him a 
corn that I had cut off with my own hand from a maid 
of honour's toe; it was about the bigneſs of a Kentiſh 
pippin, and grown ſo hard, that, when 1 retured to 
England, I got it hollowed into a cup, and ſet in ſilver. 
Laſtly, 1 delired him to ſee the breeches J had then on, 
which were made of a mouſe's flan. . 

I could force nothing on him but a een 8 tooth, 
which I obſcrved him to examine with great cutioſity, 
and found be had a fancy for it. He received it with a- 
| bundance of thanks, more than ſuch a trifle could de- 
ſerve. | It was drawn: by an unſkilful ſargeon in a miſtake 

from one of Glumdalclitch's men, who was afflicted with 
_ the: tooth-ach; but it was as ſound as any in his head. 1 
got it cleaned, and put it into my cabinet. in en 
a ſoot long. and four inches in diameter. „ 1 
Tus Captain was very well fatisfied with this Ss re- 
lation 1 had given him, and ſaid, he hoped, when we re- 
turned into England, I would oblige the world, by putting 
it on paper and making it public. My anfiver was, that 
1 thought we were yr det 7 overſtocked with books of 
travels: that nothing could now paſs which was not ex- 
traordinary; wherein I doubted: ſome authors leſs con- 
ſulted truth, than their own vanity, or intereſt, or the 
direrſion of ignorant readers: that my ſtory. could con- 
tain little befides common events, without thoſe ornamen· 


A ctnl deſeriptions of ſtrange plants, trees, birds, and other 
agdimals ; or of the barbarous cuſtoms and idolatry of ſa- 


vage people, with which moſt writers abound, - Howe- 
ver, I thanked him for his good opinion, and F 
Fo take the matter into my thuugbis. 

He ſaid, he wondered at one thing very much, which 
OF to * loud, _ unn 
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King or Queen of that country were thick of hearing. I 
told him, it was what I had been uſed to for above two 
years paſt; and that I admired as much at the voices of 

him and his men, who ſeemed to me only to whiſper, and 
yet I could hear them well enough. Baut, when I ſpoke 
in that country, it was like a man talking in the ſtreet to 
another looking out from the top of a ſteeple, unleſs 
when I was placed on a table, or held in any perſon's 

hand. I told him, I had likewiſe obſerved another 
thing, that when 1 firſt got into the ſhip, and the ſailors 
ſtood: all about me, I thought they were the moſt little 


econtemptible creatures I had ever beheld. For indeed, 


while I was in that Prince's country, I could never en- 


dure to look in a glaſs, after mine eyes had been accuſtom- 


ed to ſuch prodigious objects; becauſe the compariſon 
8 me ſo deſpicable a conceit of myſelf. The Captain 
aid, that while we were at ſupper he obſerved me to 
look at every thing with a ſort of wonder, and that 1 
often ſeemed hardly able to contain my laughter, which 
he knew not well how to take, but imputed it to ſome 


dſorder in my brain. I anſwered, it was very true; and 


I wondered” — I could forbear, when I ſaw his diſhes 


a mouthful, a cup not ſo big as a nut · hell; and fol went 
on, deſcribing the reſt of his houſhold-ſtuff and proviſions 
after the ſame manner, For altho” the _ had or- 
dered a little equipage of all things necelſary for me, 


while I was in her ſervice, yet my ideas were wholly talen 


up with what I ſaw on every ſide of me, and 1 winked at 
my own littleneſs, as people do at their own faults. The 


Captain underſtood my raillery very well, and mertily re- 


plicd with the old Engliſh proverb, that he doubted mine 
eyes were bigger than my belly, for he did not obſerve 
my Romach fo good although! bad faſted all day; and, 

continuing in his mirth, proteſted he would have gladly 


given an hundred pounds to have ſeen my cloſet in the 
_ eagle's bill, and afterwards in its fall from ſo great a 


height into the ſea z which would certainly have been a 


molt aſtoniſhing object, worthy to have the deſcription of 
it tranſmitted to future ages: and the compariſon; of 


Phaeton was ſo obvious, that he could not forbear apply- 
bog it, altho' 1 did not much admire the conceit. 2 15 
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c and con- 


1 


140 1 V N G KR . 
Tus Cajtaih; having been at Ae ne his re- 


turn to England driven north· eaſtward to the latitude of 


44 degrees, and of longitude 143. But meeting a trade · 
wind two days after I came on board him, we- failed 
ſouthward a long time, and coaſting New - Holland. kept 


till we doubled the Cape of Good-Hope. Our voyage 
was very proſperous, but I ſhall not trouble the reader 


| with a journal of ĩt. The Captain called in at one or two 


and ſent in his long - boat for proviſions and freſh 
water, but I never went out of the ſhip till we came into 


the Downs, which was on the third day of June 1706, a- 


bout nine months after my eſcape. I offered to mw 
my goods in ſecurity for payment of my freight ; 

b Captain proteſted he would not receive one . 

We took a kind leave of each other, and I made him 

iſe. he would come to ſee me at my houſe in Redriff, 


| I hired u hefe and guide for fve thillogs, which I bor- 


rowed of the Captain. 
As 1 was on the road, "cbſerxing the Gitleacſs of the 


: hos the trees, the cattle, and the people, I began to 


think myſelf in Lilliput. I was afraid of trampling on e- 


_ very traveller I met, and often called aloud to have them 


ſtand out of the way, ſo that I had like to have gotten 


one or two broken heads for my impertinence. 


Wren I came to my [own houſe, for which 1 was fore 
55 to inquire, one of the ſervants opening the door, 1 


bent don to go in (like a gooſe under a gate) for fear 


of ſtriking my head. My wife ran out to embrace me, 
but I ſtooped lower than her knees, thinking ſhe could o- 
therwiſe never be able to reach my mouth. My daugh- 


ter kneeled to aſſe my bleſſing, but I could not ſee her till 
the aroſe; having been ſo long uſed to ſtand with my head 


and eyes erect to above ſixty feet; and then I went to 
take ber up with one hand by the waiſt, 1 looked down 


| upon the ſervants, and one or two friends who were in 


the houſe, as if they had been pigmies, and I a giant. 1 
told my wife ſhe had been too thrifty, for 1 found he 
bad ſtarved herſelf and her daughter to nothing. 

ſhort, I behaved myſelf ſo unaccountably, that they (a 
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cluded 1 had loſt my wits. This 1 mention as an inſtance 
of the great power of habit and prejudice. 


Is a little time, I and my family and friends came to a 
right underſtanding: but my wife proteſted 1 ſhould ne- 


ver go to ſea any more; altho my evil deſtiny ſo order- 
ed, that ſhe had not power to hinder me, as the reader 
may know hereafter. In the mean time, I here conclude 


the ſecond part of my unfortunate voyages“. 
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From the whole of theſe two voyages to Lilliput and Brob- 


- dingnag, ariſes one general remark, which, however obvious, has 


been overlooked by thoſe who conſider them as lictle more than 
the ſport of a wanton imagination. When, buman actions ale 
aſcribed, to pigmies and giants, there are few that. do not excite 
either contempt, diſguſt, or horror. To aſcribe them therefore 
to ſuch beings, was perhaps the moſt probable method of enga- 


ging the mind to examine them with attention, and judge of 
them with impartiality, by ſuſpending the faſcination of habit, 
and exhibiting familiar objects in a new light. The uſe of the 


fable then is not leſs apparent, than important and extenſive; and 
that this uſe was intended by the author. can be doubted only by 
thoſe who are diſpoſed to affirm, that order and regularity are the 


effects of chance. Haute: he tt: 
Upon reading over the two firſt parts of theſę travels, T-thibk 


that Lan diſcover a very great reſemblance: between certain poſ- 


ſages in Gulliyer's travels to Lilliput, and the yoyage of Cyrano- 
2 Bergerae to the ſun and moon. Cyrano de Bergerac is a 
rench author of a ſingular character, who had a very peculiar 


turn of wit and humour, in many reſpects reſembling that of Swift. 


He wanted the advantages of learning, and a regular education. 


His imagination was leis guarded and Correct, but more apreeably — = 
extravagant. He has introduced into his philoſophieal romance 


the ſyſtem of Deſcartes (which was then much admired) intermixed 
with ſeveral fine ſtrokes of juſt ſatire on the wild and immechant- 
cal inquiries of the -philoſophers and aſtronomers of that age; and 


in many parts he has evidently directed the plan which the Dan 


of St Patrick's has purſued. Orrery, 
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CHAP. 1. 


The t e out on bit third voyage,” is Prey es. 
The malice ofs Dutchman. His nn, an _—_ 
He ir receiued into ah acre of 4, 


tain William Robinſon a Corniſh man, Commander 
of the Hope-well, a ſtout ſhip of three hundred tons, 
came to my houſe. I had er ad been ſurgeon of an- 


12 Hadi not 15 at barns e ten e Whew Cap- 


1 where he was maſter | a fourth part owner, 
| e 


ne” The third part js is in e written . ed mathe- | 
maticians, mechanics, and projectors of all kinds. 
Swift was little aquainted with mathematical knowlegde, nd 4 
was prejudiced againſt it, by obſerving the ſtrange effects it pro- 
- duced. in thoſe who' applied themſelves entirely to that ſcience. 
No part of human literature has given greater ſtrength to the 
ming, or has produced greater benefits to mankind, than the ſeve- 
ral branches of learning that may paſs under the general denomi- 
nation of mathematics. But the abuſes of this ſtudy, the idle, 
thin, immechanical refinements of it, are juſt ſubjecis of e | 
The real uſe of knowledge is to invigorate, not to enervate the 
Facultics of reaſon. Learning degenerates into. a ſpecies cf mad- 
neſs, when it is not ſuperior to what it eat The ſciemific 
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more like a brother than an inferior officer, and 

of my arrival made me a. vilit, as 1 apprebended, only 
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ſelves in the ſocial duties of life; when they wear no chains, but 
can freely diſeng themſelves, and, like a ſound conſtitution of 
body, riſe ch fel. aod more vigorous by the food they have ac- 
—— 2 neither oppreſſed, nor readered/ſtopid. by the labours 
ö 
Lord Bacon has jodty expoſed the vain purſvits of oftentatious 
uu in the different parts of learning; and their unagcountable 
erity in deducing general rules from arbitrary maxims, or few 
_ experiments: be has likewiſe fixed upon à ſure and certain baſis, 
_ the „ and limits of the human underſtanding. Su ift has 
d the ſame plan in a different! manner, and has placed the 
33 ſehemes of all e 0 "or Ys and 
efore | in a more * proper light, : 
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right application of them: but he ridicules the vain. attempts 
- and irregular productions of thoſe raſh men, who, like Ixion, em- 

bracing a cloud inſtead of a goddeſs, plagued the world with Cen- 
tauts; whilſt Jupiter, from the embraces of a Juno, and an Alc- 
Mena, bleſſed the carth with ey and an Hercules. 

Orr 

The deſign of Gulliver i in his — to Laputa, is to ridicule 
the vain pretenſions of chymiſts, mathematicians, projectors. 
and the reſt of that ſpeculative tribe, who ſpend their time in 
acrial ſtudies, by no means calculated to improye the facultics of 
the mind, or to enlarge the number of ideas; wathematicians 
(I. mean thoſe only who are very devoted to their circles, theic 
| teleſcopes, and their laboratory) being a race of men fo very ab- 
ſtracted from all ſublunary * that ſcarce one in twenty of 
them can give you a rational anſwer. However, indeed, a cer- 
tain degree of mathematical knowledge is, without diſpute, e, 
tremely neceſſary in the purſuit of the Aeli ſcience, archi - 
tecture, and other ſpecies of mechanics. But when the ſoul ram- 
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uſual Obes long abſences. . But repeating his viſits offtn, 


expreſſing his joy to find me in good health, aſking \ whe- 
ther I were now ſettled for life, adding that he intended 
a voyage to the Eaſt-Indies in two months; at laſt he 
plainly invited me, tho“ with ſome apolog ies, to be ſur- 
geon gf the ſhip ; that I ſhould have another ſurgeon un- 
der me, beſides our two mates; that my ſalary ſhould be 


. double to the ufual pay;. and that having experienced 


my knowledge in ſea affairs to be at leaſt equa? to his, he 
would enter into any engagement to follow my eurer 
as much as if I had ſhared.io the command. 

Hs ſaid ſo many other obliging things, Sa 1 knew him 
to be ſo honeſt a man, that 1 could not reject his propor- 
ſal; the thirſt I had of ſeeing the world, notwithſtand- 
ing my paſt misfortunes, continuing as violent as ever. 
The only difficulty that remained was to perſuade my 


wife, whoſe conſent however I at laſt obtained by the 
proſpect of advantage ſhe pr a 1p to her children. 


We ſer out the 5th day of Auguſt 1706, and infived 
at Fort St. George the 1 7k of April 1707 We ſtaid 
there three weeks to refreſh our crew, many of whom 
were ſick. From thence. we went to Tonquin, where 
the Captain refolved to contiaue ſome. time, becauſe many 
of the goods he intended to buy were not ready, nor 


could de expect to be di ached | in ſeveral months. 


Therefore, in 2 * to defray ſome of the charges he 
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zn the ; eokGilotgtihis of the n powers of sttraclion, repulſion, - 
and the circulation of the heavenly bodies; or when a projector. 

with footy hands and face, is employed in his laboratory i in pro- 
ducing a conſiderable depree of cold, in order to refrigerate the 
air, and qualify the raging of the dog ſtar, which exactiy anſwers 
to the praject of cxtrafting ſun beams out of cucumbers ;_ ſuch 


follies and extravagancies are certainly the objects of derifion. 


And accordingly Dr Swift has laughed egregiouſly in the voyage 


to Loputa, and exerted a yein of humor, hot againſt the whole 
tride of chymiſts, projectors, and mathematicians in general; but 


againſt thoſe, and thoſe only, who deſpiſe the uſeful branches of 
ſcience, and waſte their lives os purſuit " aerial vanlties and 
* bent th e 


F 


| forts'of goods; whereyith the Tonquineſe uſually trade 
to the neighbouring iſlands, and putting fourteen men on 
board, whereof three were of the country, be appointed 
me maſter of the ſloop, "and gave me power to trafic, 
while he tranſacted his affairs at Tonquin. 
Wi had not failed above three days, when, a great s 
ſtorm ariſing, we were driven five days to the north-north- 
calt, and then to the caſt 3 after which we had fair wea- 
- ther, but ſtil with a pretty ſtrong gale from the weſt. 
Upon the tenth day we were chaced by two pyrates, 
 who'ſoon overtook' us; for my ſloop was To deep laden, 
that ſhe failed very flow, neither were we in a condition 


: _ to defend ourſelves. © 


Wx were boarded about the ans: time by both the 
yrates, who entered furiouſly at the head of their mem 
but finding us all proſtrate upon our faces (for ſo 1 gave” 
order) they pinioned us with ft g ropes, and, ſetüng a 
© Saufen us, went to ſearch the loop. 
I oblerved among them a Dutchman, wide ſeemed? 40 
de of ſome authority, tho he was not commander of ei- 
_ ther ſhip. He knew us by our countenances to be En- 
| men, and” jabbering to us im his own langoage, 
ore we ſhould be tied back to- back, and thrown into 
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the ſea. © I ſpoke Dutch tolerably well ; 1 told him who = 


we were, and begged” him in confi deration of our being 
Chriſtians and Proteſtants, of neighbouring countries in 
. fit alliance, that he would move the Captains to take 
ſome pity on us. This inflamed his rage, he repeated 
his threatenings, and turning to his companions, poke 
with great vehemence inthe ſapaneſe language, as 1 fup- 
* often uſing the word chri/tiano. = 
Tux Jargeſt of the two pyrate ſhips was evtngkailes by 
4 Japaneſe Captain, who ſpoke a Jutle- Dutch, but very 
imperfeAMly. He came up to me, and after ſeveral que- 
ſtions, which T anſwered in great humility, he faid we 
fnould not die. I made the Captain a very low bow, à 14 
then turning to the Dutchman ſaid, I was forry to fi 
more mercy in a heathen, than in a brother ' Chriſtian; - 
But I had ſoon reaſon to repent thoſe fooliſh words: for | 
that malicious reprobate, having often endeavoured in 95 
vain to perſuade both the Captains that I might be thrown 
into . my On ena 8 
| 2 No N 3 


* 
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miſe made me that I ſhould not die) however prevailed 
ſo far as to have x puniſhment inflicted on me, worſe, in 
all human appearance, than, death Wir My men 2 
ſeat by an equal dirihon into both. x be pyrste aids, and 
my ſloop new manned. | As: to myſelf, it Was 
ned that 1 ſhould be ſer a-drift i in a canoe, ER 
dles and a fail, and four days, proyiſions, which haſt the 
Japaneſe Captain was ſo kind. to double out of his own 
ſtores, and would permit no. man to.ſcarch me, 1 got 
down into the canoe, while the Dutchman ſtanding upon 
the deck loaded me with all the curſes and. e * 
His language could afford. 
ABUT an hour before we faw the pyrates, 1 "pad ta- 
ken an obſervation, and found we were inthe latitude of 
46 N. and of longitude 183. When I was at ſome di- 
{tance from the pyrates, I diſcovered by my pocket-glaſs 
ſeveral iſlands to the ſouth-eaſt. 1 ſet up my fail, the 
wind being fair, with a dell ign to reach the neareſt of 
| thoſe iſlands, which 1 made a ſhift to do in about three 
hours. It, was all rocky, however 1 got many birds 
eggs, and ſtriking fire 1 kindled ſome heath and dry ſea - 
weed, by which I roaſted my eggs. 1 eat no other ſup- 
per 8 reiolyed to ſpare my proviſions as much as 1 


ſtrewiog bone heath under me, and ſlept pretty well. 
Tux next day I failed to another iſland; and thence to 
2 third and fourth, ſometimes uſing my fail, and ſome- 
times my paddles. But, not to trouble the reader with 
a particular account of my diſtreſſes, let it fuffice, that 

on the fifth day I K at the laſt iſland in my Gght 
which lay ſouth · ſouth · eaſt to the former. __ 

Tais iſland was at a greater diſtance than 1 Abe ed, | 
and I did not reach it in leſs than five hours. I encom- 
paſſed it almoſt round, before I could find a convenient 
place to land in, which was a {mall creek. about three 
imes the wideneſs of my canoe. 1 found the iſland to 
be all rocky, only a little intermingled with turfs of graſs, 
and ſweet ſmelling herbs. I took out my ſmall proviſi- 
ons, and after having refreſhed myſelf, I ſecured Te re- 
mainder in a cave, whereof there were great numbers. I 
gathered plenty of eggs upon the rocks, and got a quan- 
uty of * ts ns e gals, Wn I defi rr 


could, I piſſed the night under the ſhelter of a rack, 


- T % LA PUT A . aq 
ch kl een dy od ll 5 Fo as well z 
could (for I had about me my flint, bel, match, at 
| 1 lay 575 0 the Fete 597 0 1 
lodged my 0 00s, My was ame. | 
. which I intended for ſe Wel. J * | 8 | 
little, for the diſquiets of my mind prevailed over g. 
weatinels, and kept me 7 1 A Dip nue 5 
polſfible it was to preſerve m e in ſo delolate a place, 
and how miſerable my end AA be yet found 
ſo liſtlefs and. deſponding, that I had not the heart 2 
nie; r et ſpirits enough to creep 
| of my cave, the day was far advanced. I TESTS « ile 
among the rocks, .the ſky was perfetly clear, .and 
ſun ſo hot, that 1 was forced to turn my face oye it; 
when.all on a ſudden it became obſcure, as I thought, i in 
2 manner very different from what happens by the inter- 
polition of a cloud. I turned back, and perceived a valt 
opake body between me and the ſun, moving forwards 
towards the iſland : it ſeemed to be about two miles high, 
and hid the ſun fix or ſeven minutes; but I did ot ob- 
| ferve the air to be much colder, or the {ky | more. ken- 
ed, than if 1 had ſtood under the thade of e f 
As it approached nearer over. the place where, 1 was, it 
appeared to be a firm ſubſtance, the batten Bat, ſm oth, 
and ſhining very bright from the refleion of the for he? 
low. I ſtood upon a height about. two hundred yards 
from the ſhore, and ſaw this vaſt body deſcending mol 
10 à parallel with me at leſs than an Engliſh mile diſt 1 
I took out my pocket: per{pettive, and could plainly 1725 
cover numbers of people moving up and down the lade 1 
of it, which appeared to be: ſloping ; F what thoſe 
people were doing, .I Was not able to-diſtinguiſh. | : 
Fux natural love of life gave me ſome iuward motions 
of joy, and 1 was ready id entertain 2 hope, that this 
adventure might ſome way or. other help to deliver me 
from the deſolate place and condition I was in. But at che 
ſame ume, the reader can bardly. © conceive my aſtoniſh- 
ment to behold. an iſland. in the air, inhabned. by men, 
who were able (as it ſhould feeni) to raiſe or fink, or put 
it into a progreſhve motion, as they pleaſed. But not 
being at that time in a dliſpoſition to philoſophiſe upon 
poo. rather choſe a what N 


> 
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| ru lf would take, becauſe it ſceme fore boftnd 
fill. Let ſoon after. it advanced nearer, and T could' ſee 
the ſides of it eacampaſſed with ſeveral gradations of gal- 
leties, and ſtairs at certain intervals to deſcend from one 
to the other. In the lowelt galfery T beheld ſome peo- 
le fiſhiog with lon ong angling 1 2 and others looking on. 
I waved my cap (for my hat was long ſince worn out) 
and my handkerchief Na. the ifland; and upon its 
| nearer approach 1 called and ſhouted with the x Trav rags 
' ſtrength of my voice; and then, looking 
| beheld a crowd. gathered to thar fide which was and. in 
 Iny view. 1 found. by their pointing towards me and to 
each other, that they plainly difcovered'me, altho' they 
made no return to wy ſhouting. But I could fee four or 
fre men running in great haſte up the ſtairs to tlie top 
the iſland, who then e 'F happened rightly 
to conjecture, that theſe were feot for orden to ſome 
I pe ſon in authority upon this occaſion. 
Tux number of people encreaſed, and in leſs thy bar 
an hour the iſſand was moved ad raiſed i in fuch'a man- 
ner, that the lowelf gallery appeared in a parallel of leſs 
than an hundred yards diſtance from the height where I 
ſtood. I then put myſelf into the moſt fupplicating po- 
ſtures, and ſpoke it in the humbleſt accent, but received no 
anſwer. Thoſe, who food. neareſt over againſt me, 
ſeemed to be perſons of diſfinction, as I ſuppoſed by their 
babit. They conferred earneſtiy with each other, look- 
ing often upon me. At ps one of them called out in 
à clear, polite, ſmooth , not unlike in found'to 
the Italian, and therefore I returned an anſwer in that 
language, hoping at leaſt that the cadence might be 
moſs agreeable to his cars. Ahko' neither of us under- 
ſtood rhe other, yet my meaning was cafily Known, for. 
| the ople ſaw the diſtreſs I was in. oy 
Os r made ſigus for me to-come down from the rock, 
and go towards the ſhore, Which I accordingly did; and 
the flying iſland: being raiſed to a convenient height, the 
verge directly over me, a chain was let down from the 
8 1 gallery with a fat A to the ra . 
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I alghting Twas rromnded with a er | 
people, but thoſe who ſtood neareſt ſeemed to be 7 
of better quality, They | beheld me with all the marks | 1 
and circumſtances of wonder, neither indeed was 1 much 

in their gebt; having never ul then ſeen, 4 race of mor. 
3h tals. ſo ſingular | in their ſhapes, habits,” and couritenatices- 

| Their heads were all 5 — either. to the. right or the 


$7? 


uitars, . 10 and many 4 . 4 

; unknown to us in Europe. I obſerved here and there 
many in the habit of ſervants with a blown bladder kalten - 
ed like a flay! to the end of a ſhort ek, which they 
; carried i in their hands. In each bladder was a ſmall quan- 5 
tity of dried peaſe, or little pebbles (as 1 was afterwards 
informed). With theſe bladders they now and then flap - 

ped the mouths and ears; of thoſe who {tood near them, 
of which practice I could not then | conceive. the meani | 
It ſeems, the minds of theſe people are ſo taken op with 
intetſe ſpeculations, that they neither can ſpeak, nora 
tend to the diſcourſes of others, without: being rouſed by 
; ſome external taftion upon the organs of ſpecch and hear- | 
5 ing; for which reaſon thoſe periods. v 50 8 are able to af- 
of ford it, always keep a fapper. (he original is c 


d m = 1 4 as one of thei rheſtics, ti * wall = 
"'Y | s 6s ben 1 12 [tp Adr "of 1 
| "i 7 this > ii PF Sad 4 to ridicule thaſe se f 
me. waſte life in ſpeculative ſcience, the powers of whoſe minds ares | vx 
P. ablurdly employed as the eyes of the Lapatians, * Hawkife- >: 52 I 
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ths a: WO F ag © Gun 
of this officer is, when two, three, or more perſons are 
in company, gently to ſtrike with his bladder the mouth 
of him who is to ſpeak, and the right ear of him or them 
to whom the ſpeaker addreſſeth himſelf. This fafper is 

likewiſe fake diligently to, attend his maſter in bis 

walks, and upon occaſion to give him a ſoft flap on his 
eyes, becauſe he is always ſo wrapped up in cogitation, 
that he is in manifeſt danger of falling down every pre- 
cipice, and bouncing his head againſt every poſt ; and in 
the ſtreets of juſtling garen, or being Jallled himſelf into 
the kennel. 

Ir was neceefſary to give the reader this „ 
without which he would be at the ſame loſs with me to 
underſtand the proceedings of theſe people, as they con- 
. ducted me up "he ſtair to the top of the iſland, and from 
thence to the royal palace. While we were aſcending, 
they forgot ſeveral times what they were about, and left 
me to myſelf, till their memories were again rouſed by 
their fafppers ; for they appeared altogether unmoved by 
the fight of my forcign habit and countenance, and by 
the ſhouts of el vulgar, whoſe thoughts and minds were 
mofe diſengaged. .. 

Ar laſt we entered the palace, and proceeded i into the 
chamber of preſence, where I ſaw the King ſeated on his 

throne, attended on each fide by perſons of prime quali- 
ty. Before the throne was a large table filled with globes 
- and ſpheres, and mathematical inſtruments of all kinds. 
His Majeſty took, not the leaſt notice of us, altho' our 
entrance was not without ſufficient noiſe by the concourſe 
of all perſons belonging to the court, But he was then 
| deep in a problem, and we attended at leaſt an hour, be- 
fore he could ſolve it. There ſtood by him on each fide 
a young page with flaps in their hands; and when they ſaw 
he was at leiſure, one of them gently ſtruck his mouth, 
and the other his right car 3:at which he ſtarted like one 
awaked on a ſudden, and looking towards me and the 

| company I was in, recollected the occaſion 4 our coming, 
-Whercof he had been informed before. He ſpoke ſome 

words, whereupon immediately a young man with a flap 
came up to my fide, and flapt me gently on the right 
ear, but I made ſigns well as I could, that I had no 
a ta 8 
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ſound, gare bis Majeſty and the wholecour a very mean 


opinion of my underſtanding. The King, as far as I could 
conjecture, aſked me foverad queſtions, and I àddreſſed 


myſelf to him in all the el When it was 


found, that I could neither underſtand, nor be _ 
ſtood, I was conducted by his order to an a | 
his palace, (this Prince being diſtinguiſhed above all bis 
predeceſſors for his hoſpitality to — where two 


ſervants were appointed to attend me. My dinner was 


brought, and four perſons of quality, whom I remembred 
to have ſeen very near the King's perſon, did me the 
honour to dine with me. We had two courſes of three 
diſhes each. In the firſt courſe there was a ſhoulder o 
mutton cut into an aequilateral triangle, a piece of beef 
into a rhomboides, and a pudding into a cycloid. The 
ſecond courſe was two ducks truſſed up into the form of 
fiddles, ſauſages and puddings reſembling flutes and haut - 
boys, ieee of a harp. The 
ſervants cut our bread into cones, ee ern | 
grams, and ſeveral other mathametioal figures. © : 
Wuirx we were at dinner, I made bold to he name 
of ſeveral things in their language, and thoſe noble per- 
ſons by the aſſiſtance of their fappers delighted to give 
me anſwers, hoping to raiſe my admiration of their great 
abilities, if I could be brought to converſe with them. 1 
was ſoon able to call for bread and drink, or whatever 
elle I wanted. e 
Arrzx * my company withdrew; anda perſon © 
was ſent to me by the King's order attended by a flapper. 
He brought with him pen, ink, and paper, and three or 
four books, giving me to underſtand by ſigns, that he was 
ſent to teach me the language. We ſat together four hours, 
in which time I wrote down a great number of words in 
columns with the tranſlations over-againſt them; 1 like- 
wiſe made a ſhift to learn ſeveral ſhort 3 For 
my tutor would order one of my ſervants to fetch ſome - 


thing, to turn about, to make a bow, to fit, or to ſtand, 


or walk, and the like. Then I took down the ſentence E 
in writing. He ſhewed me alſo in one of his books the 


figures of the ſun, moon, and ſtars, the zodiac, the tro- 


pics, and palar «circles; together with the denominations. 
of E bgates of planes and ä He gave me the 
names 
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names and deſcriptions of all the micfical inſtruments,” and 
the general terms of art in playing on each of them. 
he had left me, I placed all my words with their 
interpretations in alphabetical order. And thus in a few 
days, by the help of a very e de en Orme 
1 ight into their language. 
The word, Which . en 
Hand, is in the original Laputa, whereof I could never 
learn the true etymology. Lap in the old obſolete. lan- 
guage fignifieth bg, and untuh, a governor, from which, 
they ſay by corruption was derived Laputa, from Lapun- 
tun. But I do not approve of this derivation, which 
ſeems to be a little ſtrained. I ventured to offer to the 
learned among them a conjecture of my own,” that La- 
puta ge etna outed'; lap ſignifying properly the 
dancing of the ſun beams in the ſea, and outed a wing, 
which however 1 ſhall*nor obwude, but —_—_ 
Judicious reader. | 
'Twomx arbdierths King bad anedfied me; lee 
how ill I was clad, ordered a taylor to come next morn- 
ing, and take meaſure for a ſuit of cloaths. This ope- 
rator did his office after a different manner from thoſe of 
his trade in Europe. He firſt took my altitude by a qua- 
drant, and then with rule and compaſſes deſcribed the di · 
menſions and out-lines of my whole body, all which he 
entered upon paper; and in {ix days brought my cluaths 
very ill made, and quite out of ſhape ; by happening to 
miſtake a figure in the calculation. But my comfort was, 
that I obſceved- ſuch accidents oy en and little 
regarded. 
Donis my ee for want che and by 
an indiſpoſition that held me ſome days longer, I much 
enlarged my dictionary; and when I went next to court, 
was able to underſtand many things the King ſpoke, and 
to return him ſome kind of anſwers. His Majeſty had given 
orders, that the iſland ſhould move north - ft and by eaſt 
to the vertical point over Lagado, the metropolis of the 
whole kingdom, below upon the firm earth. It was a- 
bout ninety leagues diſtant, and our voyage laſted four 
days and an half. I was not in the leaſt ſenſible of the 
progreſſive motion made in the air by the iſland. On the 
n about eleven o'clock, the King ge. in 
perſon 


Chap. 11. ro L AP U TA, Ce. 53 
rſon attended by his nobility, courtiers and officers; ha- 


ving prepared all their muſical inſtruments, played on them 


for three hours without intermiſſion, ſo that I was quite - 
ſtunned with the noiſe ; neither could I poſſibly guels the 


meaning, till my tutor informed me. 'He'ſaid, that the 


people of their iſland had their ears adapted to hear the 


muſie of the ſpheres, which always played at certain pe- 
riods, and the court was now prepared to bear their 12955 


in whatever inſtrument they moſt excelled. | 
- In our journey towards Lagado, the capital ey; 15 
Majeſty: ordered that the iſland-ſhould ſtop over certain 
towns and villages, from whence” he might receive the 
petitions of his ſubjects. Aud to this purpoſe ſeveral 
packthreads were * down with ſmall weights at the bot- 
tom. On theſe packthreads the people ſtrung their peti- 
tions, which mounted up directly, like the ſcraps of pa- 
r faſtened by ſchool-boys at the end of the ſtring that 
holds their kite. Sometimes we received wine and Me- 
duale from below, which were drawn up by pullies. * 


265TH. knowledge T had in mathematics gave me great 
aſſiſtance in acquiring their phraſeology, which depended 


much upon that ſcience and muſie; and in the latter I 
was not unſkilled, Their ideas are perpetually conver- 
ſant in lines and figures. If they would for example praiſe 
the beavty of a-woman, or any other animal, they deſcribe 


it by rhombs, circles, parallelograms, ellipſes and other 


geometrical terms, or by words of art drawn from muſic, 
needleſs here to repeat, . I obſerved in the King's kit- 
chen all ſorts of mathematical and muſical inſtruments, 
after the figures of which they cut up! the Joints that were 
ſerved to his Majeſty's table. 

Turin houſes are very ill built, the walls bevil, AY | 
out one right angle in any apartment; and this defect a- 
riſeth from the contempt they bear to praQtical geometry, 
which they deſpiſe as vulgar and mechanic, thoſe inſtructi. 
ons they give being too refined for the intellectuals of 
their workmen, which occaſions perpetual miſtakes.” And 
altho* they are dextrous enough upon a piece of paper 
in the management of the rule, the pencil, and the di- 


vider, yet in the common actions and behaviour of life I 


have not ſeen a more clumſy, awkward, and unhandy 


23 nor ſo {low and peiplexed | in their conceptions 
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upon all other objects, except, thoſe of mathematics and 
muſic. They are very bad reaſoners, and vehemently 
given to oppohtion, unleſs when they happen to be of te 
. right opinion, which js ſeldom their caſe. Imagination, 
fancy, and 1 inyention they are wholly ſtrangers to, nor 
have any words in their language wa which thoſe ideas 
can be expreſſed ; the whole compaſs of their thoughts 
and mind being ſhut up within the two mann 
ſciences. 4; 

Mos v of them, and 8 thoſe who deal i in the 
aſtronomical. part, have great faith in judicial aſtrology, 
altho they are aſhamed. to own it publicly. But what 
I. chiefly admired, and thought altogether unaccountable, 
vas the ſtrong diſpoſition I obſerved i in them towards news 


and politics, perpetually inquiring into public affairs, giv- 


ing their judgments in matters of ſtate, and paſſionately 
diſputing every inch of a party opinion. I have indeed 
obferved the ſame diſpoſition, among moſt of the mathe- 
maticians I have known in Europe, altho' I could ne- 
ver diſcover the leaſt analogy between the two ſciences; 


unleſs thoſe people ſuppoſe, that becauſe the ſmalleſt 


circle bath as many degrees as the largeſt, therefore the 


regulation and management of the world require no more 


abilities, than the handling and turning of a globe: but I 
rather take this quality to ſpring from à very common in- 


firmity of human nature, inclining us to be moſt curious 


and conceited in matters where we have leaſt concern, 
and for which WE are leaſt: adapte either by ſtody or map 
ture. 

Tu ESE. people 3 under 1 diſc zvietudes, x never 
enjoying a minute's peace of mind; N their diſturban- 
ces proceed from cauſes, which very little affect the reſt 


I” * + 


of mortals. Their apprehenſions ariſe from ſeveral chan- 


ges they dread in the celeſtial bodies. For inſtance, that 
the earth by the continual approaches of the-ſun towards 
it mult in courſe of time be abſorbed, or ſwallowed up. 
That the face of the ſun will by degrees be eycruſted 
with its own cffluvia, and give no more light to the world. 
That the earth very narrowly eſcaped a bruſh from the 
tail of the laſt comet, which would have infallibly redu- 


ced it to aſhes ; and that the next, which they have cal- 


culated. for one and * years hence, will ane | 
1. oy 


- 


3 : 1 
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ſtroy us. For, if in its perihelion it ſheuld approach 
within a certain degree of the ſun (as by their calculati- 
ons they hive reaſon to dread) it will receive a degree of 
heat ten thouſand times more intenſe than that of red hot 
glowing iron; and, iti its ahſence from the ſun, carry a 
blazing tail ten hundred thouſand and fourteen miles 
long; through which if the earth ſhould paſs at the di- 
{tance of one hundred thouſand miles from the nucleus, 
or main body of the comet, it muſt in its paſſage be fer 
on fire, and reduced to aſhes, That the ſun, daily ſpend- 
ing its rays without any nutriment to ſupply them, will 
at laſt be wholly conſumed and annihilated; which muſt 
be attended with the deſtruction of this earth dn of 177 
the planets that receive their light from it. l 

Tux v are fo perpetually alarmed with the approves | 
ons of theſe, and the like impending dangers, that they 
can neither ſleep quietly in their beds, nor have any re- 
 liſh- for the common pleaſures or amuſements of life. 
When they meet an acquaintance in the morning, the 
firſt queſtion is about the ſun's health; how he locked at 
his ſetting and riſing, and what hopes they have to avoid 


the ſtroke of the approaching comet. This cotiyerfation  ;- 


they are apt to run into with the ſame tetmper, that boys 
diſcover in delighting to hear terrible ſtories of fpirits and 
hobgoblins, which they ne Allen oy and uy not 
wt otra eg 1 5 

Tus women of the and base banda of oloncley;; 

ntemn' their huſbands, and are exceedingly fond 

by ow wr whereof there is always a conſiderable num- 
ber from the continent below attending at court, either 
upon affairs of the ſeveral towns and corporations; or 
their own particular occaſions, but are mach deſpiſed, 
becauſe they want the ſame endowments. Among theſe: 
the ladies chooſe their N but the ten! is, me ; 


0 2 | | r 


» Al theſe were ſagpoſuions of WE, eminent in 15 time 
_ for mathematical ROOT en | 
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Tus wives and daughters lament their confinement to 
the iſland, altho 1 thiok it. the moſt delicious ſpot of 
ground in the world; and altho? they lire here in the 
greateſt plenty and magnificence, and are allowed to do 
whatever they pleaſe, they long to ſee the world, and 
take the diverſions of the metropolis, which they are not 
allowed to do without a particular licence fron the King; 
and this is not eaſy to be obtained, becauſe the people of 
quality have found by frequent experience, how hard it 
is to perſuade their women to return from below. I was 
told, that a great court Lady, who had ſeveral children, | 
is married io a prime miniſter, the richeſt ſubject in the 
kingdom, a very graceful perſon, extremely fond of her, 
and lives in the fineſt palace of the iſland, went down to 
Lagado on the pretence of health, there hid herſelf for 
j months, till the King ſent a warrant to ſearch. for 
her, and ſhe, was found in an obſcure eating · houſe all in 
rags, having pawned her cloaths to maintain an old de- 
formed footman, who beat her every day, and in whoſe 
company ſhe was taken much againſt her will. And al- 
tho her huſband received her with all poſſible kindneſs, - 
and without the Jeaſt reproach, ſhe ſoon. after contrived 

to ſeal down again with all her jewels to the ſame gal- 
lant, and hath not been heard of lince, 5 
Tuis may perhaps paſs with the reader rather far an 
. or Engliſh ſtory than for one of a country ſo 
remote. But he may pleaſe to conſider, that the caprices 
of women · kind are not limited by any climate or nation, 
and that they We: much. moe uniform Wann be eaſily 
imagined. | 

In about-a momh's time, I had made a. tolelable pro · 
ficiency in their language, and was able to anſwer moſt 
of the King's queſtions, when I had the honour to attend 
him. His Majeſty; diſcovered not the leaſt curioſity to 
inquire into the laws, government,” hiſtory, religion, or 
manners of the countries where I had been, but confined 
his queſtions to the ſtate of -mathematics, and received 
the account I gave him with great contempt and indiffe- 
rence, tho' often rouſed * * Flapper. on each ſide. 
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' Deſired leave of this Prince to ſee the coltuſiles & ; 

the iſland; which he was graciouſly pleaſed' to grant, 
aud ordered my tutor to attend me. I chiefly wanted to 
know, to what cauſe in art or in nature it owed its ſeve- 
ral motions, whereof I will now give: a phifoſophical'ac ac- 
count to che reader. 

Tre flying or floating iſland is exatly cteclar 3 its 
diameter 7837 yards, or about four miles and an half, 
and conſequently contains ten thouſand acres. It is three 
hundred yards thick, The bottom, or under ſutface, 
which appears to thoſe who view it from below, 1s one 
even regular plate of adamant, ſhooting 1 up to the height 
of about two hundred yards. Above ir lie the ſeveral 
minerals in there uſual order, and over all is a coat of 
rich mould, ten or twelye feet deep. The declivity of 
the upper ſurface, from the circumference to the center, 
is the natural cauſe why all the dews' and rains, which 
fall upon the iſland, are conveyed in ſmall rivulets to- 
wards the middle, where they are emptied! into four large 
baſons, each of about half a mile in circuit, and two 
hundred yards diſtant from the center. From theſe ba- 
ſons the water is continually exhaled by the ſan in the 
day time, which effectually prevents their overflowing. 
Beſides, as it is in the power of the Monarch to raiſe the 
iſland” above the region of clouds and vapours, he can 
prevent the falling of dews and rains whenever he pleaſes, 
For the higheſt clouds cannot riſe above two miles, as 
naturaliſts agree, at leaſt they were never known to do 
ſo in that country. 

At the center of the iſland lets is a chaſm bor fifty 
yards in diameter, from whence the aſtronomers deſcend 
irto a large dome, which is therefore called fandona 
lagnole, or the aftronomer*s cave, ſituated at the depth of 
A hundred yards beneath the rer ſurface of the ada- 


— 
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mant. In this cave are twenty lamps continually burn- 
ing, which from the reſlection of the adamant, caſt a- 
ſtrong light into every part. The place is ſtored with 
great variety of ſextants, quadrants, teleſcopes, aſtro- 
labes, and other aſtronomical inſtruments. But the great - 
eſt curioſity, upon which the fate of the iſland depends, 
is a loadſtone of a prodigious ſize, in ſhape reſembling 
a weaver's ſhuttle. It is in length fix yards, and'in the 
thickeſt. part at leaſt three yards over. This magnet is 
ſaſtained by a very ſtrong axle of adamant, paſſing thro 
its middle, upon, which it plays, and is poiſed ſo exactiy 
that the weakeſt hand can turn it. It it hooped round 
with an hollow cylinder of adamant, four feet deep, as 
many thick, and twelve yards in diameter, placed hori- 
zontally, and ſupporred by eight adamantine feet, each 
{ix yards high. In the middle of the concave fide there 
is a groove twelve inches deep, in which the extremi- 
ties of the axle are lodged, and turned round as there 1 is 
occaſion. 

Taz ſtone cannot be moved from its 138 by any 
force; becauſe the hoop and its feet are one continued 
piece with that body of adamant which conſtitutes the 
bottom of the iſland. | 

By means of this loadſtone che iſland is made to riſe 
and fall, and move from one place to another. For, 
with reſpect to that part of the earth over which the Mo- 
narch preſides, the ſtone is endued at one ol its ſides 
with an attractive power, and at the other with a repul - 
ſive. Upon placing the magnet erect, with its attracting 
end towards the earth, the ifland deſcends; but when 
the repelling extremity points downwards, the iſland 
mounts directly upwards. When the poſition of the 
ſtone is oblique, the motion of the iſland is ſo too: for 
| i0 this magnet the forces always act in lines parallel | to 

its direction. 

Bx this oblique motion the iſland is conveyed to diffe- 
rent parts of the Monarch's dominions. To explain the 
manner of its progreſs, let-4 B repreſent a line drawn 
croſs the dominions of Balnibarbi, Jet the line cd repre- 
ſent the loadſtone, of which let 4 be the repelling end, 
and c the aitraQting end, the iſland being over C; let the 
ſtone be placed in the poſition cd, \vith its repelling end 


down- 
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Burr it mult be obſerved, that this iſland cannot move 


beyond the extent of the dominions below, nor can it 
riſe above the height of four miles. For which the aſtro« 


nomers (who have written large ſyſtems concerning the 


ſtone) align the following reaſon : that the magnetic vir- 
tue does not extend beyond the diſtance of four miles, 


and that the mineral, which acts upon the ſtone in the 


bowels of the earth, and in the ſea about fix leagues di - 
ſtant from the ſhore, is not diffuſed thro? the whole globe, 
but terminated with the limits of the King's dominions; 
and it was caſy, from the great advantage of ſuch a 
ſuperior ſituation, for a Prince to bring under his obe- 
dience whatever country lay within the attraction of that 


magnet. 


WHEN the ſtone is put parallel to the plane of the ho- 
rizon, the iſland ſtandeth ſtill; for in that caſe the ex- 


tremities of it, being at equal diſtance from the earth, 


act with equal force, the one in drawing downwards, the 
other in puſhing {Ups ards, and ; conſequently no motion 
can enſue. | ; 


Tunis loadſtone is under the care of certain aſtrono- 


mers, who from time to time give it ſuch poſitions as the 
Monarch directs. They ſpend. the greateſt part of their 
lives in obſerving the celeſtial bodies, which they do by 
the aſſiſtance of glaſſes, far excelling ours in goodneſs, 
For, altho their largeſt teleſcopes do not exceed thres 


— 
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feet, they magt tuch mote than thoſe of an hundred 
with us, and ſhew the ſtars with greater clearneſs. This 
ee path Laien them to extend their diſcoveries 
her than our aſtronomers in Europe; for they 
end made à eatalogue of ten thouſand fixed ſtars, here - 
the largeſt of ours do not contain above one third part 
of that dumber. They have likewiſe diſcovered two leſ. 
ſer ſtats, or ſatellites, which revolve about Mars, whete- 
of the innermoſt is diſtant from the center of the primary 
planet enadtly three of his diameters, and the uttermoſt, 
five; the former revolves in the ſpace of ten hours, and 
the latter in twenty one and an half; ſo that the ſquares 
of their periodical times are very near in the ſame pro- 
portion With the cubes of their diſtance from the centre 
of Mars, which evidently ſhews them to he governed by 
the ſame law of gravitation, that influences the other 


heave 

oy Frans 1 OW ninety three different comets, mer 
ſettled their periods wir great exaQneſs. If this be true 
(and they affirm it with great confidence) it is much to 
be wiſhed, chat their obſervations were made public, 
whereby the theory of comets, which at preſent is very 
lame and deſęctive, might be brought to the ſame per- 
feckion with other parts of aſtronomy. 

Tux King would be the moſt abfolnte Prince in the u- 
elk, if he could but prevail on a miniſtry to join with 
him; but theſe having their eſtates below on the conti- 
nent, and confidering that the office of a favourite hath 
a very uncertain tenure, would never conſent 0 the en. 
ſlaving their country. 

_ © IF any town ſhould enpage in iebiflion or mutiny, fall 
into violent factions, or refuſe to pay the uſual tribute, 
the King hath two methods of reducing them to obedi- 
ence. The firſt and the mildeſt courſe is by keeping the 
iſland hovering over ſuch a town, and the lands about it, 
whereby he can deprive them of the benefit of the ſan 
and the rain, and confequently affti the inhabitants with 
dearth and diſeaſes. * And, if the crime deſerve it, they 
are at the ſame time pelted from above with great ſtones, 
againſt which they haye no defence but by creeping into 
cellars or caves, while the roofs of their houſes are beat- 
en to pieces. But if they till continue obſtinate, or = 
| r 
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fer to raiſe inſurrections, he proceeds to the laſt remedy, 
by letting the. iſland drop directly upon their heads, 
which makes an univerſal deſtruction hoth of houſes and 


men, However this is an extremity to which the Prince 
is. ſeldom driven, neither indeed is he willing to put it in 
execution, nor dare his miniſters adviſe him to an action, 
which, as it would render them, odious to the people, fo 


it would be à great damage to their own eſtates, which 
lie all below; for the iſland is the King's demeſn. 
Bur there is ſtill indeed a more weighty reaſon why 
the kings of this country have been always averſe from 
executing. ſo terrible an action, unleſs upon the utmoſt 


neceſſity. For, if the town intended to be deſtroyed. 
ſhould- have in it any tall rocks, as it generally. falls out 


in the larger cities, a ſituation probably choſen at firſt 
with a view to prevent ſuch a cataſtrophe; or if it abound. 
in high ſpires, or pillars of ſtone, a ſudden fall might en - 
danger the bottom or under ſurface. of. the. iſland, which, 
although it conſiſt, as I have ſaid, of one entire adamant 
two hundred yards thick, might happen to crack by too 


great a ſhock, or burſt by approaching too near the fires. 


from the houſes; below, as the backs. both of iron and 
ſtone will often do in our chimnies. Of all this the peo- 


their obſtinacy, where their liberty or property is con- 
cerned. And the King, when be is higheſt provoked, 
and moſt determined to preſs a city to rubbiſh, orders the 
iſland. to deſeend with great gentleneſs, out of a pretence 
of tenderneſs to his people; but indeed for fear of break- 
ing the adamantine bottom; in which caſe, it is theo- 
pinion of all their philoſophers, that the loadſtone could 
no longer hold it up, and the whole maſs would fall to 
the ground. e „„ 


| By « fondamencal Jaw of this realm, neither the King, 


nor either of his two elder ſons, are permitted to leave 
[iſland ; nor the Queen, till ſhe is paſt child-hearing,, 
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| CHAP. N 
The 18 wall 1 17 bey to Balnibardi; ar- 
_rhoes at the metropolis. 4A deſcription of the metro- 
Polis, and the comtry adioining. The author hoſpitably 
received * 4 I Lord.” 2 en 4th ra | 


Lord. | | ; 


| HO I catinot 17 that was upd in this 
iſlasd, yet I muſt Auel 1 thought myſelf too 
much geglected, not without ſome degree of contempt. 
For neither Prince nor people appeared to be curious in 
any part of knowledge, except mathematics and muſic, 
wherein 1 was far their inferior, and 1728 that account 
very little regarded. 

On the other ſide, after having "I all the emibſtües 
of the iſland, I was very deſirous to leave it, being hear- 
tily weary, of thoſe people. They were indeed excellent 
in two ſciences,” for which I have great eſteeem, and 
wherein 1 am not unverſed; but at the ſame time ſo ab- 
ſtracted and involved in ſpeculation, that I never met with 
ſach diſagrecable companions. 1 cofverfed only with 
women, tradeſmen, fappersy and court- pages, during 
two months of my abode there; by which at laſt I ren- 
dered myſelf extremely contemptible; yet theſe were the 
only people from whoin. 1 ee ever Fenn a reaſon- 
able anſwer. 15 

Thad ed 60 det lady a boot degree of u- 
edge i in their language; I'was weary of being confined 

to an iſland, where I received ſo little countenance, and 
reſolred to leave it with the firſt opportunity. | 

Tarr was a great Lord at court, nearly related to the 
| King, and for that reaſon alone vſed with reſpect. He 
vas univerſally reckoned the molt ignorant and ſtupid per- 
fon among them. He had performed many eminent ſer- 
vices for the crown, had great natural and acquired parts, 
- adorned with integrity and honour, but ſo ill an ear for 
malic, that his detractors reported he had been often 
known to beat time in the wrong place; neither could 
lis tutors without n rw teach him to de- 

2 monſtrate 


nan ee! Ry * propoliios in ther We e . 
He was pleaſed to ſbew me many marks of favour, often 


did: me the honour. of a viſit, deſired to be informed in the 


affairs of Europe, the laws and cuſtoms, the manners and 
learning of the ſeveral countries where I had travelled. 
He liſtened to me with great attention, and made very 
viſe obſervations on all I ſpoke. He had two flappers 

attending him for ſtate, but never made aſe of them, ex- 
cept at court and in viſits of ceremony, and would al- 
ways command them to withdraw, when we were alone 
together. 


LI entreated this illuſtrious perſon to biceremde« in my 


behalf wich his Majeſty for leave to depart, which he ac- 


cordingly did, as he was pleaſed to tell me with regret: 


for indeed he had made me ſeveral offers very advan- 
tageous, which however I refuſed with exprolious of the 
| higheſt acknowledgment. 
On the 16th of February I took leave of his Majeſty 
and the court. The King made me a preſent to the va- 
lue of about two hundred pounds Engliſh, and my pro- 

tector, his kinſman, as much more, together with a letter 


of recommendation to a friend of his in Lagado, the me- 


tropolis: the iſland being then hovering over a moun- 
tain about two miles from it, I was let down from the 
loweſt gallery, in the ſame manner, as I had been taken 


up. 
The continent, as + far as jt is s ſubject to ther Monarch 


of the flying iſland, pailes under the general name of 
Balnibarbi; and the metropolis, as I ſaid before, is called 
Lagado. I felt ſome little ſatisfaction in finding myſelf 


on firm ground. I walked to the city without any con- 
cern, being clad like one of the natives, and ſufficiently 


mitructed to converſe with them. I ſoon found out the 


perſon's houſe to whom I was recommended, preſented 


my letter from his friend the grandee in the iſland, and 


was received with much kindneſs. This great Lord, 
whoſe name was Munodi, ordered me an apartment in 
his own houſe, where I continued dur ing my ſtay, and 
was entertained in a moſt hoſpitable manner. | 
Tus next morning after my arrival he took me in his 


chariot to ſee the town, which is about half the bigneſs 
of N but hes houſes very ſtrangely built, m_ 
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moſt of them out of repair. The people in the ſtreets 
-walked faſt, looked wild, their eyes fixed, and were ge- 
nerally in rags. We paſſed thro? one of the town- gates, 
and went about three miles into the country, where 1 
ſaw many labourers working with ſeveral ſorts of tools 
in the ground, but was not able to conjecture what they 
were about; neither did I obſerve any expectation either 
of corn or graſs, altho' the ſoil appeared to be excellent. 
could not forbear admiring at theſe odd appearances 
both in town and country; and I made bold to deſire 
my conductor, that he would be pleaſed to explain to 
me, what could be meant by ſo many buſy heads, hands, 
and faces both in the ſtreets and the fields, becauſe i did 
not diſcover any good effects they produced; but on the 
contrary I never knew a ſoil ſo unhappily cultivated, 
houſes ſo ill contrived and ſo ruinous, or a people whoſe 
countenances and habit expreſſed ſo much miſery and 
Want. . 6 13 „„ 
Tais Lord Munodi was a perſon of the firſt rank, and 
had been ſome years governor of Lagado; but by a cabal 
of miniſters was diſcharged for inſufficieney. However 
the King treated him with tenderneſs, as a well-meaning 
man, but of a low contemptible underſtanding. | 
WHen I gave that free cenſure of the country and its 
inhabitants, he made no further anſwer, than by telling 
me, that I had not been long enough among them to form 
a judgment, and that the different nations of the world 
had different cuſtoms; with other common topics to the 
ſame purpoſe. But when we returned to his palace, he 
aſked me how I liked the building, what abſurdities I 
obſerved, and what quarrel I had with the dreſs or looks 
of his domeſtics. This he might ſafely do; becauſe every 
thing about him was magnificent, regular, and polite. 1 
anſwered, that his Excellency's prudence, quality, and 
fortune, had exempted him from thoſe Jefes, which 
folly. and beggary had produced in others. He faid, 
af I would go with him to his country-houſe about 
twenty miles diſtant, where his eſtate lay, there would 
be more leiſure for this kind of converſation. I told his 
Excellency, that I was entirely at his diſpoſal; and ac- 
cordingly we ſet out next morning. | 
 - DvRING our journey he made me obſerve the ſeveral 
| methods 


a * 
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methods uſed by farmers in managing ther lands; which 


to me were wholly unaccountable; for except in ſone 


very few places, I could not diſcover one ear of corn or 


blade of graſs. But in three hours travelling the ſcene 
ans wholly altered; we came into a molt: beautiful coun- 
- farmers houſes at ſmall diſtances neatly built, the 


9004. incloſed, containing vineyards, corn grounds, 


and meadows. Neither do I remember to have ſeen a 
more delighiful proſpect. His Excellency obſerved my 


countenance to clear up: he told me with a figh, that 


there his eſtate began, and would continue the fame, till 


we ſhould: come to his houſe. That his countrymen ri- 


diculed and deſpiſed him for managing his affairs no 
better, and for ſetting ſo ill an example to the kingdom, 
which however was followed by very few, ſuch as were 


| old, and wilful, and weak like himſelf. 


We came at length to the houſe, which was ds. 2 


noble ſtructure, built according to the beſt rules of ancient 


architecture. The fountains, gardens, walks, avenues, 
and groves, were all diſpoſed with exact judgment and 
taſte, I gave due praiſes to every thing ſaw, whereof 


his Excellency took not the leaſt notice till after ſupper; 
when, there being no third companion, he told me with 


a very melancholy air, that he doubted he muſt! throw 
down his houſes in town and country to rebuild: them 
after the preſent mode, deſtroy all his plantations, and 
caſt others into ſuch a form as modern uſage required, 

and give the ſame directions to all his tenants, unleſs he 
would ſubmit to incur the cenſure ef pride, ſingularity, 
affectation, ignorance, Caprice, and perhaps encreale his 


Majeſty's diſpleaſure. - | 


-Trar the admiration I appeared to be under, would 
ceaſe or diminiſh, when he had informed me of ſome par- 
ticulars, which probably I never heard of at court, the 
people there being too much taken up by their own ſpe- 


culations to have regard to what paſſed here below. 


Tut ſym of his diſcourſe was to this effect: that as 
bout forty years ago certain perſons went up to Laputa, 


either upon buſineſs or diverſion; and after five months 


continuance came back with a very little ſmattering in 
mathematics, but full of volatile ſpirits acquired in that 


Gy region, That theſe FN upon their retuin began 


to 
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to didike the nianagement of every thing hide, and fell 
into ſchemes of putting all arts, ſciences, languages, and 

mechanics upon a new foot. To this end they procured 
a royal patent for erecting an academy of projectors in 
Lagado; and the humour prevailed ſo ſtrongly among 
the people, that there is not a town of any conſe 204 
in the kingdom without ſuch an academy. In 
leges the profeſſors contrive new rules and methods 922 a> 
_ Ficulture and building, and new inſtruments and tools 

for all trades and manufactures, whereby, as they under - 
Fake, one man ſhall do the work of ten, a palace may be 
built ina week of materials. —— — beer 
without repairing: all the frums of the earth ſhall come 
to maturity at whatever ſeaſon we think ſit to chooſe, and 
increaſe an hundred fold more than they do at preſent : 
with innumerable other happy propoſals. The only in- 
convenience is, that none of theſe projects are yet brought 
to perfection; and in the mean time the whole country 
lies miſerably waſte, the houſes; in ruins, and the people 
without food or cloaths. By all which, inſtead of being 
diſcouraged, they are fifty times more violently bent up- 
on proſecuting their ſchemos, driven equally on by hope 
and deſpair: that as for bimſelf, being not of an enter - 
priſing ſpirit, he was content to go on in the old forms, 


| 1 built, and ad a8 | ©, 


they did in every part of life without innovation. That 
ſome few: other perſons of quality and gentry bad done 
the ſame, but were looked on with an eye of contempt. 
and ill- will, as enemies to art, ignorant, and ill common 

wealths men, preferring their own caſe. and ons: before 
the general improvement of their countr. 

His Lordſhip added, that he would not by any lader 
particulars prevent the pleaſure I ſhoald certainly take in 
viewing che grand academy, whether he was reſolved I 
ſhould go. He only deſired me to obſerve a ruined build- 
ing upon the fide of a mountain about three miles diſtant,. 
of which he gave me this account: that he had a very 
convenient mill within half a mile of his houſe, turned 
by a current from a large river, and ſafficient for his own 
family as well as a great number of his tenants. That 
about ſeven years ago, a club of thoſe projectors came to 


1 8 Prgpoſals . A and. build another. 
* 


S 
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f on the fide of that mountain, on the long ridge whereof 

a long canal muſt be cut for a repoſitory of water to be 
. up by pipes and engines to ſupply the mill: 
becauſe che wind and air upon a height agitated the water, 
nnd thereby made it fitter for motion: and "becauſe the 

voter deſcending down a declivity would turn the mill 
with half the current of a river, whoſe courſe is more up- 
om a level. He ſaid, that being then not very well with 
the court, and preſſed by many of his friends, he com- 
plied with the propoſal; and after employing an hundred 
men for two years, the work miſcarried, the projectors 
went off, laying 15 blame entirely upon him, railing at 
him ever ſince, and putting others upon the ſame expe- 
_ riment with equal af urance of luccels, as well as qual 
diſappointment. 
Is a few days we came ade to town, and 1 Excel 
lency conſidering the bad character he had in the acade · 
my would. not go with me himſelf, but recommended me 
to a friend of his to bear me company thither. My Lord 
was pleaſed to repreſent me as à great admirer of pro- 
jects, and a. perſon of much curiobty and eaſy belief „ 
which indeed was not without truth; for 1 had Wirren 
N younger * % 


* 9 * 
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The academy largely deſcribed. The arts wn the 
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is academy is not an entire © Bite babe bi 
> contiguation of ſeveral houſes on both ſides of a 
| Greet, which growing waſte was betta and applied 

to that ul. 
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3 1 14 15 pes of the 1 mod and the 
manners and various projects of the philoſophers of Lagado may 
appear, yet it is a real picture embelliſhed with much latent wit 
and humour. It is a fatire upon thoſe aſtronomers and mathe- 

maticians wu have * * n their time to the pla- 
dels, 


— 
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» Lone received. very kindly by the warden, and went 
for many days to the academy. Every room hath in it 
one or more projectors; and 1 believe 1 could hen 
fewer than five hundred room. IM 
The firſt man I ſaw was of a meagre aſpect, with th 
| footy hands and face, bis hair and' beard long, ragged and 
ſinged in ſeveral places. His cloaths, ſhirt, and ſkin, 
were all of the ſame colour. He had been eight years 
upon a project for extracting ſunbeams out of cucumbers, 
which were to be. put into vials hermetically ſealed, and 
lex out to warm the air in raw Ancona ſummers. He 


* b 


net that ea path Pate e a; their bag * 8520 
and have been chiefly anxious about the mann 254 welfare 
the upper worlds. But if we conſider Swift's romance In a ſerlouz 
light, we ſhall find him of opinion, that thoſe determinations in 
philoſophy,” which at preſent ſeem to the molt knowing men to 
| be perfectly well-founded and underſtood. art in reality upſtttled. 
or uncertain, and may perhaps ſome ages n be as much de: 
cried as the axioms of Ariſtotle are at this day. Sir Iſaar antes 
and his notions may hereafter be out of faſhion. There is à kin 
of mode in philoſophy as well as in other things: aud ſuch tnod:'s 
often change more from the hamour and caprice of meh, then 
either from the unreaſonable, or the ill- founded concluſions of ths 
philoſophy itſelf. The reaſonings of ſome philoſophers have un- 
daubtedly better foundation than thoſe of others: but I am of 
| opinion, (and Swift ſeems to be in the ſame way of thinking), 
by that the moſt applauded philoſophy bitherto extant, has nat fully, 
clearly, and certainly explained many difficulties in the phenomena 
of nature. I am indncad to believe, that God may have abſolutc- | 
ly denied us the perfect knowledge of many points in philaſophy, 
ſo that we ſhall never arrive at that perfection, however certain 
we may ſuppoſe ourſelves of having attained to it already. Upon 
the el we may ſay with Tully, Omnibus fere in rebus, et ma- 


xime n ou 15 c ou 422 e 1 


n 


Thirhote i in a general. ſceros to be a i of bis Lordſhip's 
approbation, but it is not eaſy to diſcover what in particular is 
meant by the word real, ſince every picture is a real picture, 
whether it be copied from nature or fancy ; and indeed it is e- 
qually difficult to conceive how a Picture of any kind can by, em. 
| belliſhed 19 75 that Wen is . Hemel. 


told me, he did not doubt, that in eight years more be 


ſhould be able to ſupply the governor's gardens wir ſun- 


| ſhine at a reaſonable rate; but he complained that his 


ſtock was low, and entreated me to give him ſomething 
t to ingenuity, eſpecially ſince this 
had been a very dear ſeaſon for cucambers. I made him 


as an 


a ſmall . for my Lord had furniſned me with mo- 
ney on purpoſe, dc he- knew arr 1 ont of begging 
from all who go to ſee them. 

Il went into another en but was ready to haſten 


back, being almoſt overcome with à horrible ſtink. My 


conductor preſſed me forward, conjuring me in a whiſper 
to give no offence, which would be highly reſented, and 
therefore I durſt not ſo much as ſtop my 4 The pro- 

jector of this cell was the moſt antient ſtudent of the 
academy; his face: and beard were of a pale yellow; ; his 
hands and cloaths daubed over with filth. When I 
was preſented to him he gave me a cloſe embrace (a 


compliment I could well have excuſed). His employment 
from his firſt coming into the academy, was an operation | 
to reduce human excrement to its original food by ſepa- 


rating the. ſeveral parts, removing the tincture which it 
receives from the gall, making the. odour exhale, and 
ſcumming off the ſaliva. He 00 a weekly allowance 
from the ſociety of a veſſel filled with ou 1 about 
the bigneſs of a Briſtol barrel. 


I faw another at work to ſins ice e gun it 0 


who likewiſe ſhewed me a treatiſe he had written con- 


cerning 51 1 of 8 r he pg n lh: 


0 publim. 


[Thins was a molt i enden ee who! had con- 


trired a new method for building houſes, by beginning 
at the roof and working downwards to the foundation, 
which he juſtified to me by the like practice of 1 two 
Yon inſects, the bee and the ſpider. - 

THERE was a man born blind, who had ſcreral appren- 
rices in his own condition: their employment was to mix 


colours for painters, which their maſter taught them to 
diſtinguiſh by feeling and ſmelling, It was indeed my 


misfortune to find them at that time not very perfect in 
_ OY and the FO n RIO wp ge- 
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nerally W This artiſt is moch e rg and 
eſteemed by the whole fraternity. 
Ins another apartment I was bigbly pleaſed with 2 496+ | 
en who had found a device of plowing the ground 
with hogs, to ſave the charges of ploughs, cattle and la - 
| bour, The method is this: 9 you 
bury at ſix inches diſtance and cight deep a quantity of 
acorns, dates, cheſnuts, and other maſte or v 
whereof theſe animals are fondeſt : then you drive far 
hundred: of more of them into the field, where in a few 
days they will root up the whole ground in ſearch of their 
food, and make it fit for ſowing, at the ſame time ma- 
nuting it with their dung: it is true upon experiment 
they found the charge and trouble very great, 'and they 
had little or no erop. However, it is not doubted that 
ahi invention may capable of great improvement. 
I. went into another room, where the walls and cieling 
were all hung round with cobwebs, except a narrow pal- 
ſage for the artiſt to go in and out. At my entrance he 
called aloud to me not to diſturb his webs: He lamented 
the fatal miſtake the world had been ſo long in of uſing 
ſitk-worms, while we had ſuch plenty of — inſects 
who infinitely excelled the former, becauſe they under- 
ſtood how to weave as well as ſpin. And he propoſed 
farther, that by e 1 0 ying ſpiders the charge of dying 
ſilks ſhould be wholly ſaved; whereof I was fully con- 
vinced, when he ſhewed' me 2 vaſt number of flies moſt 
beautifully. coloured, wherewith he fed his ſpiders, aſ- 
Aaurimg us that the webs would take a tincture from them; 
and as he had them of all hues, he hoped to fit erer 
body's fancy, as ſoon as he could find proper food for the 
flies of certain gums, oils, and other glutinous matter to 
e a ſtrength and conſiſtence to the threads. 
THERE was an aſtronomer, who had 00 
| Ylace a ſun - dial upon the great weather · cock on the 
town: houſe, by adjuſting the annual and diurnal motions 
of the earth and too, ſo as to anſwer and —_— wh | 
all accidental turnings of the wind. 
I was complaining of a ſmall ſit 4 PA choke, id 
Hatch my conductor led me into a room where a great 
Phyſician reſided, ho was famous for curing that diſcaſe 
by coppary opetations ſrom the ſame inſtrument. E 


WY; - 
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r a long flender puzzle of 

: this he conveyed eight inches up the m, and 
n che wind be affirmed be could make the guts 
as lank as a dried bladder. But ven the diſeaſe was 
more ſtubborn and violent, he let in the muazle while the 
bellows were full of wind, which be 'dilcharged imo the 
body of the patient; then withdrew the ĩnſtrument to re- 
pleniſh'1t,/ clapping his thumb ſtrongly againſt the orifice 
of the fundament; and this being repeated three or four 
times, the adventitious wind would ruſh out, bringing the 
noxious along with it (like water put into a bump) and 
the patient recover. I ſaw him try both experiments up- 
on a dog, but conid not diſcern any effect from the for- 
mer. After the latter the animal was ready. to burſt, and 
made ſo violent a diſcharge, as was very offenſive to me 
and my companiens. The dog died on the ſpot, and we 
left the doctor os. recover bim wy Oe 
1 yiſited many ather e bot ſhall not nimble 
pay wide 8 nnn being, Re. 
— bre vit. 

d ee fem only: covet of tb gendem). the | 
* being appropriated to the advancers of ſpeculative 
learning, of whom I ſhall ſay ſomething wht) I have 
mentioned one illuſtrious perſ i more who is called a- 
mony them the univerſal artiſt. He told us, he bad been 
thirty years employing his thoughts for the improvement 
of human life. He had two large rooms full of wonder- 
full curioſities, and fifty men at work. Some were con- 
denſing air into a dry tangible ſubſtance by extracting 
the nitre, and letting the aqueous or fluid particles per- 
colate; others ſoftning marble for pillows and pincuſhi- 
ons others — the hooſs oſ a living horſe to pre 
ſerve them from foundering. The artiſt dimſcif was at 
that time buſy · upon two great defigns 3; the ſirſt to fow 
land with chaff wherein he affirmed the true ſeminal yir- 
tue to be contained, as he demonſtrated by ſeveral expe- 
Timents, which I was not ſkilful enough to'comprehend. 
The other was by a certain-compoſitien-of gums, mine- 
rals, and vegetables, outwardly. applied, to prevent the 
* ous of _ Es . n 10a a 
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Pian are to propagute the breed of aaked 
| ſheep all over the kingdom. 

Wx croſſed a walk to the e genoß che 6 

N eee POR e 
Tun bell welds Grp was ina eee e 
Forty pupils about him. After ſalutation obſerving. me to 
look earneſtly upon à frame, which took up the greateſt 
part of both the length and breadth of the room, he faid, 
perhaps I might wonder to ſee him employed in a project 
for improving ſpeculative knokledge by pracl ical and me · 
chanical operations. But the world would ſoon be ſenſi · 
ble of its uſefulneſs; and he flattered himſelf, that a 
more noble exalted thought never ſprang in any other 
man's head. Every one knew, how laborious the uſual 
method is of attaining to arts and ſciences; whereas by 
his contrivance the moſt ignorant perſon at a reaſonable 
charge, and with a little body labour, might write books 

in philoſophy, poetry, politics, law, mathematics, and 
theology, without the leaſt aſſiſtance from genius or ſtudy. 
He then led me to the frame, about the ſides whereof 
all his pupils ſtood in ranks; It was twenty feet ſquare, 
placed in the middle of the room. The ſuperſicies was 
compoſed of ſeveral bits of wood about the bigneſs of a 
dye, but ſome larger th: « others. They were all linked - 
together by ſlender wires. Theſe bits of wood were 
covered on every ſquare with paper paſted on them; 
and on theſe papers were written all the words of their 
language in their ſeveral moods, tenſes, and declenfions ; 
but without any order. The profeſſor then deſired me 
to obſerve; for he was going to ſer his engine at wo. 
The pupils 1 at his command took each of them hold o 
iron handle, whereof there were forty fixed round the 
edges of the frame; and giving them a ſudden turn, 
the whole diſpoſition of the words was entirely hinged, 
He then commanded ſix and thirty of the lads to read 
tho ſeveral lines foftly as they appeared upon the frame; 
and where they found three or four words together that 
might make part of a ſentence, they dictated to the four 
remaining boys, who were ſcr bes. This work was re- 
* T and in cxery unn the 3 
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vas ſo contrived, that the words ſhifted into new. placcs, 
15 the quare bits of wood moved upſide dom. 

Six hours a day the 2 ng udents- were employed in 
this labour, and the profeſſor ſhewed me ſeveral volumes 
in large folio, already collected of broken | ſentences 
which be intended to pi r. and but of thoſe rich 
materials to give the world. a compleat body of all arts and 
ſciences; which. however - might be ſtill improved and 
much expedited, if the public would raiſe a fund for 
making and ite hundred ſuch frames in La- 
Sado, 'and oblige the managers to contribs in comnon 
their ſeveral collection. 

- He affured me, that this iovention had gmployed all 
bis thoughts. from his youth; that he had, emptied the 
whole vocabulary into his frame, and made the ſtricteſt 
computation of the general proportion there is in books 
detween: dee eee eee | 
cther parts of eech? . 

I made may humblel acknowledgment to this Hlaſtcious 
perſon for his great communicativeses ; and promiſed, 
if ever I had the good fortune 80 return to my native 
country; that I wonld do hin juſtice as the ſole inventor 
of. this wonderful machine; the form, and coptrivance 
of which 1 defired leave to delineate upon Paper, as in 
the ſigure here annexed. I told him, altho? it were the 
cuſlam of our learned in Enrope to ſteal inventions from 
each other, who had thereby at lxaſt this advantage, that 
it became a controverſy which was the right oer; yet 
[ would take ſuch caution, that be ſhould have the 
bonour entire without a on. 0 8 1 

Wa next went 20 d ſehool.of langnages, where thre 
prof Gere: nme n 1 
9 15 of f 


N The project for a more eaſy and expeditious method of 
writing a treatiſe in any ſcience, by a wooden engine, is entertain- 
ingly” fatirica) ; and is aimed at thoſe authors, who, inſtead of re- 
ceiving materials from their own thoughts and obſervations, eollect 
from dictionaries and common: place a an n veriery, 
without order, uſe, or deſign: . 
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Tus firſt project was to ſhorten diſcourſe by cutting 
polyſyllables into one, and leaving out verbs and parti- 
| Gples 3 ann are but 

nouns*, 
© Tx other project was a ſcheme or enen aboliſhing 
all words whatſoever ; and this was urged as a great ad- 
vantage in poin int of health, 28 well as brevity.” For it is 
plain, N word we ſpeak is in ſome degree a di- 
minution of our lungs by corroſion; and conſequently 
contributes to the ſhortening of our lives,” An expedient 
was therefore offered, that ſince words are only names 
ſor things, it would be more convenient for all men to 
carry about them ſuch things as were neceſſary toexpreſs | 
the particular buſineſs they are to diſcourſe on. And this 
invention would certainly have taken place, to the great 
eaſe as well as health of the ſubject, if the women in con- 
junction with the vulgar and illiterate had not threatened 
to raiſe a rebellion, unleſs they might be allowed the li- 
berty to ſpeak with their tongues after the manner of their 
forefathers; ſuch conſtant irreconcileable enemies to 
ſcience are the common _ However, many of the 
molt learned and wiſe adhere to the new ſcheme of ex · 
preſſing themſelves by things which hath only this in- 
convenience attending it, that if a man's buſineſs be very 
great and of various kinds, he muſt be obliged in propor- 


uon to carry a greater bundle of things upon his back, 
_ . unleſs he can afford one or two ſtrong ſervants to attend 


him. I have often beheld two of hols ſages almoſt fink- 
ing under the weight of their packs, like pedlars among 
us; who, when they met in the ſtreets, would lay down 
their loads, upon their ſacks, and hold converſation for 
an hour together; then put up their implements, help 
each ther to reſume. 5 n their 
Rave. 
| Bur 


1 » * This proje& is aden at K * of con- 
| the Engliſh language, the dialect of which is naturally 
harſh, and that bartkneſs is ſtill increaſed by improper con- 
tractious. As Swift was ſcrupulouſly exact in the pronunciation 
of his own tongue, not the leaſt improper expreſſion ever eſcaped 
his cenſure. And I remember to have ſeen in manuſcript a 


dictionary of hard words, compoſed by him for the ah of his 
ſemale ſenate. Orrery, 


* 
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.* Bur for ſhort converſations a man may carry imple: 
ments in his pockets, and under his arms enough to ſupply. 
him: and in his houſe he cannot be at a loſs... There - 
fore the room, where company meet who ptactiſe this 
art, is full of all things ready at hand requiſite to faroith | 
matter for this kind of artificial converſe. 

ANOTHER great advantage propoſed by 5 invention 
was, that it would ſerve as an univerſal language to be 
- underſtood in all civilized nations, whoſe goods and uten- 

ſils are generally of the ſame kind, or nearly reſembling 

ſo that their uſes might eaſily be comprehended. 1 . 
thus ambaſſadors would be qualified to treat with foreign 
princes, or miniſters of ſtate, to whoſe: tongues, they were 
utter ſtrangers. 

1 was at the mathematical ſchool, where the. maſter, 
taught his pupils after a method ſcarce imaginable to us 
in Europe. The propoſition. and demonſtration were 
fairly written on a thin wafer with ink compoſed of a ce · 
phalic tincture. This the ſtudent was to ſwallow upon a 
faſting ſtomach and for three days following eat nothing 
but bread and water. As the wafer digeſted, the tincture 
mounted to his brain, bearing the propoſition along with 
it. But the ſucceſs hath not hitherto been anſwerable, 
partly by ſome error in the quantum or compoſition, and 
partly by the perverſeneſs of lads; to whom this bolus is 
ſo nauſeous, that they generally ſteal aſide and diſcharge 
it upwards, before it can operate; neither have = 
| been yet perſuaded to uſe ſo * =. as the 

n requires. | 
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Lede . which are honourably received. 


Tage ehoolof political projectors I wichun ee 

| tained ; the profeſſors appearing in my judgment 

| wholly out of their ſeaſes wich is a ſcene that never 
| | 85 fails - 
My 
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fails to make me melancholy. Theſe unhappy people 
vere propoling ſchemes for perſuading! monarchs to-choofe 
favourites upon the ſcore of their wiſdom, capacity, and 
virtue; of teaching miniſters to conſult the public good; 
of rewarding merit,” great abilities, and eminent ſervices ; 
of inſtructing princes to know their true intereſt, by 
placingit on the ſame foundation with that of their people; 
of chooſing for employments perſons qualified to exerciſe 
them; with many other wild impoſſible chimaeras that 
never entered before into the heart of man to conceive ; 
and confirmed in me the old obſervation, that there is 
nothing ſo extravagant and irrational, which ſome Phi- 
loſophers have not maintained for truth, 
1 Bor however I ſhall ſo far do juſtice to di part of the 
academy, as to acknowledge thes all of them were not ſo 
viſionary. There was a molt ingenious doctor, who 
ſeemed to be perfectly verſed in the whele nature and 
ſyſtem of government. This illuſtrious perſon had very 
| oſefully employed his ſtudies in finding ot effeQual re- 
dies for all difeaſes and corruptions, to which the ſe- 
veral kinds of public adminiſtration are ſubje& by the 
vices or infirmities of thoſe who govern, as well as by 
the licentiouſneſs of thoſe who are to obey. For in- 
ſtance ; whereas all writers and reaſoners have agreed, 
that there is a ſtrict univerſal reſemblance between the na- 
tural and the political body; can there be any thing more 
evident, than that the health of both muſt be preſerved 
and the diſeaſes cured by the fame preſcriptions? It is 
allowed, that 1 and great councils are often trou- 
| | _ bled 


- 


ticular politicians ; 1 ſometimes againſt women ; * 8 it 
depenerates into filth. Traue humour ought to be kept up with 
decency and dignity, or it loſes every tincture of entertainment. 
Deſcriptions that ſhock our delicacy, cannot have the leaſt good 
effect upon our minds. They offend us, and we fly precipitately 
from the fight. We cannot ſlay long enough to examine, 
whether wit, ſenſe, or morality, may be copched under ſuch 
| edious uppearanccs. I am forry to fay, that theſe fort of de- 
ſcriptions, which are too often interſperſed throughout 211 Swift's 
works. are ſeldom written with any other view, or from any 
other motive, than a wild e indulgence of his own 4 
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bled with redundant, ebullient, and other peccant hu- 
mours; with many diſeaſes of the head, and more of the 
heart; Lich ſtrong convulſions, with'grievous contractions 
of the nerves and ſinews in both hands, but eſpecially 
the right; with ſpleen, flatus, vertigos and deliriums ; | 
with fcrophulous tumours:full of foetid purulent _— 
with four frothy ructations; with canine appetites, : and 
erudeneſs of digeſtion; beſides many others needleſs to 
mention. This doctor therefore propoſed, that. upon 
the meeting of a ſenate certain phyſicians: ſhould attend 
at the three firſt days of their ſitting, and at the cloſe of 
each day's debate feel the pulſes of every fenator ;-after 
which, having maturely couſidered and conſulted upon 
the nature of the ſeveral: maladiesand the methods of cure, 
they ſhould on the fourth day returii to the ſenate · houſe 
attended by their apothecaries ſtored with proper medi- 
eines; and before the members ſat, adminiſter to each of 
them 1 aperitives, abſterſives, corroſives, reſtrin- 
gents, palliatives, laxatives, cephalalgics, icterics, apo- 
phlegmaties, acouſtics, as their ſeveral caſes required; * 
and according as theſe medicines ſhould: 1 dle 
alter, or omit them at the next meeting. | 
Turs project could not be of any great expence to the | 

W and might in my poor opinion be of much uſe for 
the diſpatch of buſineſs in thoſe coumries, where ſenates 
have any ſhare in the legiſlative power; beget unanimity, 
ſhorten debates, open a few mouths which are now clo- 
ſed, and cloſe many more which are now open; curb the 
petulaney of the young, and correct the poſitiveneſs of 7 
the old; rouze the ſtupid, avd damp the pert. 65 

| AGan, becauſe it is a general complaint, that the .. | 
vourites of princes are troubled with ſhort and weak me- 
mories ; the ſame doctor propoſed, that whoever attend- 
ed a firſt miniſter, after having told his buſineſs with the 
utmoſt brevity and in the plaineſt words, ſhould: at his 
departure give the ſaid miniſter a tweak by the car 
a kick in the belly, or tread on his corns, or lag him 
thrice by both ears, or run a pin into his breech, hen 
his arm black and blue, to prevent forgetfuloeſs: and at 
every levee day repeat the ſame operation, wll the'buſt- 
neſs were done, or abſolutely refuſed. 1 

n evi directed, that every ſenator in the great 
J 1 2 ; council 
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r after he had delivered his opinion, 
and argued in the defence of it, ſhould be obliged to give 
his vote directly contrary; becauſe, if that were done, the 
reſult would infalliby terminate in the good of the public. 
: When parties in a ſtate are violent, he offered/a won- 
ä contrivance to reconcile them. The method is 
his: vou take an hundred leaders of each party; you 
diſpoſe them into couples of ſuch — 12 
eſt of a ſize; then let two nice operators ſaw off the oc · 
aiput of each couple at the ſame time, in ſuch a manner 
that the brain may be equally divided. Let the occiputs 
thus cut off be interchanged, applying each to the head 
Gan ge y man. It ſeems indeed to be a work 
that requireth ſome exactneſs; but the profeſſor aſſured 
us, that if it were dextrouſly performed the cure would 
be inſalltie. e that the two half 
brains being left to debate the matter between themſelves 
vithin the ſpace of one ſcull, would ſoon come to a good 
underſtanding, and produce that moderation, as well as 
regularity of thinking, ſo much to be wiſhed for in the 
heads of theſe, bo imagine they come into the world 


only to watch and govern its motion : and as to the dif- b 


— ference of brains in quantity or quality, among thoſe who 
are directors in faction ; the:doQtor affured us, ee | 
ED that it was a perfe& trifle. | Af 
1 heard a very warm debate between two a- 
bout the moſt commadious and effectual ways * means 
ol raiſing money without prieving the ſubject. The ſirſt 
affirmed, the juſteſt method would be to lay a certain tax 
upon vices and folly; and the ſum fixed upon every man 
to be rated after the faireſt- -manner by a jury of his neigh- 
bours. The ſecond was of an opinion directly contrary ; 
to tax thoſe qualities of body and mind, for which men 
chiefly value themſelves; the rate to be more or leſs ac - 
cording to the degrees of excelling; the deciſion whereof 
ſhould be left entirely to their own breaſt. The higheſt 
tax was upon men who are the greateſt favourites of 
the other ſex, and the aſſeſſments according to the num- 
ber and natures of the favours they have received; for 
which they are allowed to be their on vouchers, Wit, 
valour, and politeneſs were likewiſe propoſed io be large - 
by OY TRL ia the ſame manger, by tos 
181 perſonꝰs 
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perſon's giving bis own word for the quantum of what he 
fled. But as to honour, Juſtice, wiſdom, and learn- 
ing, they ſhould not be ied at all; becauſe they are 
qualifications of ſo ſingular a kind, thit 00 man will ei- 
e allow them 3 in e or wee them e ; 
Tur women dere d to be hed zccoiding to 
their beauty and ſtcill in * - Wherein they had the 
ſame' privilege with the men, to be determined by their 
own judgment. But conſtancy, chaſtity, good ſenſe, and 
good nature were not rated, becauſe they would not bear 
the charge of collecting. | 
. To keep ſenators'in the Inereſt "of we kan . | 
Ee rigs that the members ſhould raffle for ewploy- 
ments; every man firſt taking an oath, and giving ſecu- 
rity, that he would vote for the court, whether he won 
or no; after which the loſers had in their turn the liber 
ty of raffling upon the next vacancy. Thus hope and 
expectation 930 be kept alive; none would complain 
of broken promiſes, but impute their diſappointments 
wholly: to fortune, whoſe ſhoulders * "Se dra n 
ſtronger than thoſe of à minif 
-AxoTnex' profeſſor ſhewed 8 U hangs" Ne of 10 n. 
ſtructions for diſcovering 2 and Stele againſt 
the government.” He adviſed great ſtateſmen to examine 
into the diet of all ſuſpected perſons; their times of cat- 
ing; upon which fide they lay in bed; ; with which hand 
they wiped their poſteriors; to take a trick vie w of their 
excrements ; and from the colour, the odour, the taſte; 
the conſiſtence, the crudeneſs, or maturity of digeſtion, 
form a judgment of their thoughts and deſigns. | 1 
men are never ſo ſerious, thoughrful and intent, as 
when they are at ſtool, which he found by frequent 
experiment: for in ſuch conjunctures, when he uſed mere- 
ly as a trial to conſider which was the beſt way of murder- 
ing the King, his ordure would have a tinQure of green; 
but quite different, when he thought you of wing an 
inſurrection, or burning the © . 
Tus whole diſcourſe was written Gan: FUN 
containing many obſervations both curious and uſcful for 
politicians ; but, as I conceived, not altogether compleat. 
This 1 yeaured io tell the author, e 
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ſed to n bim with a additions. He received my 
propoſition with more compliance than is uſual ; 
writers, eſpecially. thoſe of the projecting ſpecies; pro- 
feſling he would be glad to receive farther information. 
I rold him, that in the kingdom of Tribnia, by the 
natives called Langdon, where I had ſojourned ſome 
time in my travels, the bulk of the people conſiſt in a 
manner wholly of diſcoverers,. witneſſes, informers, ac- 
cuſers, proſecutors, evidences,. ſwearers, together with 
their ſeveral ſabſeryient and ſubaltern inſtruments, all un- 
der the colours, the conduct, and pay of minilters of ſtate 
and their deputies. The plots in that kingdom are u- 
ſually the workmanſnip of thoſe perſons, who deſire to 
- raiſe their own characters of profound, politicians ;z to re- 
ſtore new vigour to a crazy adminiſtration; to ſtifle or di- 
vert general diſcontents; to fill their coffers with farfei- 
tores; and raiſe or fink the opinion of public credit, as 
either ſhall beſt anſwer their private advantage. It is 
firſt agreed and ſettled. among them, what Ip ed per- 
ſons ſhall. be accuſed of a plot; then, cual care is ta- 
ken to ſecure all their letters and papers, and put the 
owners in chains. Thele papers are delivered to a ſet 
of artiſts, very dextrous: in finding out the .myſterious 
meanings of words, ſyllables, and letters: for inſtance, 
they can diſcover a'cloſe-{tool to ſigniſie: a privy. council ; 


a flock of geeſe, a ſenate ; a lame dog“, an iovader ; 


the pJague, à ſtanding army; a buzzard, a prime nuni- 
ſter; the gout, a high prieſt; a gibbet, a ſecretary of 
ſtate 3 a chamber pot a committee of grandees; a ſieve, 
a eue - a broom, a revolution; a mouſe-trap, an 
employment; - a bottomleſs pit, a treaſury; 2 a ſink, a 
court; a cap and bells, a favourite; a. broken reed, a 
court of Juſtice ; an empty tun, a general ; a n 
ſore, the , ee 0 
Wurx this method fails, they have two po. vol more 
effectual, which the learned among them call. acro/tics 
and anagram. Firſt, they can decypher all initial Jet- 
ters into political meanings... Thus, JV ſhall fignify a 
I: Sur . 2 ae nh 
; b Jy 
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condly, by tranſpoſing the letters of the alphabet in any 
ſuipected paper, they can lay open the deepeſt deſigns of 
a diſcontented party. So, for 38 if I ſhould 251 in a 
letter to a friend, Our brother Tum hat juſt got the piler, 
a ſkilful decypherer would diſcover, that the ſame ler- 
ters, which compoſe that ſentence, may be analyſed i in- 
to the r words, Refift———a plot is brought ! 
home - Tour. And this i is the anagrammatic 
method. | | 
Tun ede mas me great Senne for 
communicating theſe obſervations, and pronilſed Us make 
honourable mention of me in this treatife. | 
I faw nothing in this country that could invite we 10 
a longer continuance, and began to _ of ne 
home to n 
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The Ls leaves La Lagad, arrives at Maldorada. - | W 
e ready. He takes a ſhort voyage to Mea ottat 
Hi 70 reception 2 the governor, 4 


| HE continent, of which this baren is a part, 
T extends irſelf, as I have reaſon to believe, caſt. 
vu to that unknown tract of America weltward of Ca- 


„ Ulfornia, | 


Gulliver ſeems to have fnilhed his voyage to Laputa in 2 
careleſs hurrying manner ; which makes me almoſt think, that 
ſometimes he was tired with his work, and attempted to. run thro? 
it as faſt as he could; otherwiſe why was the curtain dropt ſo 
ſoon, or why were we deprived of ſo noble a ſcene as might 
bave been diſcovered in the iſland of Glubbdubarib, where the go- 
vernor, by his ſkill in necromancy, had the pou er of calling 
whom he pleaſed from the dead. I have not time by this poſt 
to-write to you my thoughts upon a ſubject. which 1 confeſs a- 
wakened, but by no means ſatised my curioſity. I lamented to 
find fo many illuſtrious gholts vaniſh fo quickly and fo abcuptly 
from my light, many of whom were of the brighteſt charaCters 
in hiſtory. In my next letter I ſhall endeavour to detain them a 
little longer in Liiceſter fields, than m_ CO them to PE 
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lifornia, . Hurd is not ae 
bove a . and fifty miles from Lagado, where there 
x good port, and much 1 "with the great iſland 
| of Luggnagg, ſituated 1 tothe. north- welt about 29 A 
north latitude, and 140 W 7 This and of Lugg : 
nagg ſtands ſouth-caltward of ] an; about an hundred 
leagues diſtant. There is a {trict alliance between the 
Japanclc Emperor and the King bet Luggnagg, which af- 
ords frequent opportunities of ſailing from one.ifland to 
_ the other. I determined therefore to direct my. courſe 

this way in order. to my return to Europe. I hired two 
mules, with a guide, to ſhew me the way, and carry my 
ſmall baggage. I took leave of my noble protector, who 
had ſhewn me fo much favour, and made me a generous 
preſent at my departure. 
Mx journey was without any accident or adventure 
worth relating. When I arrived at the port of Maldo- 
nada (for ſo it is called) there was no ſhip in'the harbour 
bound for Luggnagg, nor like to be in ſome time. The 
town is about as large as Portſmouth. I ſoon fell into 
ſome acquaintance, and was very hoſpitably received. A 

entleman of diſtinction ſaid to me, that ſince the ſhips 
2 for Luggnagg could not be ready in leſs than a 
month, it might be no diſagreeable amuſement for me to 
take a trip to the little iſland of Glubbdubdrib, about fire 
leagues off to the ſouth weſt. He offered himſelf and a 
friend to accompany me, and that 1 ſhould be provided 
with a ſmall convenient barque for the voyage. 
GL UBBDUBDR1B, as nearly as I can interpret the word, 
Ggnifies the iſland of Sorcerers or Magicians, It is about 
one third as large as the Iſle of Wight, and extremely 
Fruitful 2 it is governed by the head of a certain tribe, 
who are all magicians. This tribe marries only among 
each other, and the eldeſt in ſucceſſion is prince or gover- 
nor. He hath a noble palace, and à park of about three 
| thouſard acres, ſurrounded by a wall of hewn ſtone twen- 
ty feet high. In this park are ſeveral {mall incloſurcs 
for cattle, corn, and gardening. 

Tux governor and his family are ſerved and ittthded 
by doneſt es of a kind ſomewhat unuſual. By his ſkill 
in necromancy he hath a power of calling whom he plea- 


den from the dead, * e their ſervice for 
: | twenty 
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twenty four hours, but no longer ; nor can he call the 
ſame perſons up again in leſs, 1909 three months, except | 
upon very extraordinaty Oc ss. 
Wu x we arrived at the iſland, which was about eleven 
in the. morning; one of the gentlemen, who. accompanied = 
me, went to the governor, and-defired admittance; ſor a 


> 1 


ſtranger, who came on purpoſe. to have the honour of 
attending on his bighneſs. This was immediately grant- 
ed, and we all thret entered the gate of the palace, bes 
tween two rows of guards armed and drefled after a very 
antie manner, and - ſomething in their countenances that 
made my fleſh creep with a horror I cannot expreſs. We 
paſſed through ſeveral apartments hetween ſervants f 
the ſame ſort, ranked on each ſide, as before, till we 
came to the chamber of preſence, where, after three pro- 
found obeyſances, and a few general queſtions, we were 

permitted to ſit on three ſtools near the loweſt ſtep of 
his higbneſs's throne. He underſtood the language of 
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Balnibaibi, although it were different from that of this 


iſland. He deſired me to give him ſome account of my 
travels; and to let me ſee that I ſhould be treated with- 
out ceremony, he diſmiſſed all his attendants with a turn 
of his finger, at which to my great aſtoniſhment. they va- 
niſhed in an inſtant, like viſions in a dream when we 
awake on a ſudden. I could not recover myſelf in ſome 
time; till the governor aſlured me, that I ſhould r eceive 
no hurt; and obſerving my two companions to be under 
no concern, who had been often entertained in the fame 
manner, I began to take courage; and related to his 
highneſs a ſhort hiſtory of my ſeveral adventures; yet 
not without ſome heſitation, and frequently looking be- 
| hind me to the place, where I had ſeen thoſe domeſtic 
ſpectres. I had the honour to dine with the governor, 
where a new ſett of ghoſts ſerved up the meat, and 
waited at table. I now obſerved myſelf to be leſs ter» 
rified, than I had been in the morning. I aid till 
ſun · ſet, but humbly deſired his highneſs to excuſe me for 
not accepting bis invitation of lodging in the palace. 
My two friends and I lay at a private houſe in the town 
adjoining, which is the capital of this little iſland; and 
the next morning we returned to pay our duty to the go- 
feror, e be ah pleaſed o command ws. 
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BM 1 Nef ve ot in the iſland for 
ten m of every day with the governor, and 
at ni 1 I ſoon grew fo familiarized to 
they gave me no emotion at all; or if I had any appre- 
henfions left, my curioſity prevailed over them. For his 
highneſe the governor ordered me to call up whatever 
perſons I would chuſe to name, and in whatever num- 
bers, among all the dead from the beginning of the 
world to the preſent time, and command them to anſwer 
any queſtions 1 ſhould think fit to aſlæ; with this condi- 
tion, that my queſtions mult be confined within the com- 
paſs of the times they lived in. And one thing I might 
depend upon, that they would certainly tell me truth, 
for lying was a talent of no uſe in the lower world. I 
made my humble acknowledgements to his highneſs for 
ſo great a favour“ . We were in a chamber, from 
whence there was a fair proſpect into the park. And, 
becauſe my firſt inclination was to be entertained with 
ſcenes of pomp and magnificence,' I defired to fee Ale- 
Xander the Great at the head of his army juſt after the 
battle of Arbela, which, upon a motion of the govern- 
or's finger, immediately appeared in a large field under 
the window where we 1 was called up 

into the room: it was with great difficulty that 1 under - 
ſtood his Greek, and had but little of my own. He aſ- 

ſured me upon his honour, that be was not poiſoned; but 
Y- 07 036199 SO SDSS 1 5 .  NexT 
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nl believe it would: be impoſſible to find out the deſign of 
Ir. Swift, in ſummoning up a parcel of apparitions, that, from 


hn. ed 


their behaviour, or from any thing they ſay, are almoſt of as 
ittle conſequence, às the ghoſts in Gay's farce of the What 
a? ye call it. Perhaps Swift's general de ſign might be to 22 
raign/ the conduct of eminent perſons after their death, and to 
convey: their names and images to poſterity, deprived of thoſe 
faiſe colours in which they formerly appeared. If theſe were 
his intentions, he has miſſed his aim; or at leaſt has been 5 
far. carried away by his diſpoſiton to raillery, that the moral 
which ought to ariſe from fuch a fable, is buried in obſcurity). 
+ The firſt airy: ſubſtance iotroduced is Alexander the Great, 
After a hint from Gulliver, that we have loſt the true — 
: Pl : om, 
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juli after the battle WT Loben m expe@tatioris © 
great, when I found his appearance was to be at that particu 
juncture. Or rather T xvuld- have- wiſhed to have ſeen Mm af- 
der the battle of 880 S, when the temperate uſe which he made 
of bis victory was highly worthy of imitation. Such a cir- 
cumſtance might have graced his triomph, There are others 
too in the hiſtorical records of him, that redound to "og 
honour; The tender regard which he ſhewed to Pindar, 
ring the houſe of that poet, when he raſed the city of 8.8 
ſeems to demand etual gratithde, from all ſucceeding bare” 
The manaer in 125 b he viſited the tomb of Achilles; the af- 
ſection aud reſpect paid b by him to Ariſtotle; the undaunted 
confidenee placed in his phyſician Philip; are inſtances ſofficient 
to ſhew, that Alexander did not want ſome virtijes of humanity. 
And when: we conſider, ſeveral. of, his. raſh actions of inebtiety, 
they convince us, how. far the native excellencics of the mind 
may be gebaſed and changed by en An too often 9 ; 
BAY: and luxury, {+ ia At 
Diicungue defecere A ae i eee 
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than to ccofir * the hiſtorian, It is not bop ye 
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y to ' I ſaw the former in his laſt 
m_ ps that the ſenate of Rome 4K 
„ and a modern re- 
Preſentative in coumerview in another. The firſt ſeem- 
ed to be an aſſembly y of heroes and demy-gods, the other | 
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triumph. 


zantity of 'vinegar "for the Rare 3 ＋ 23. but 1 
kool will certaialy ſoften and diffolve ſtones, the experiment_ 
might have been improved, or ſo contrived by Hannibal, as to 
appear to make an caly and expeditious opening through | ſome 
particular paſſage already fitted for the purpo 1 15 Such a = 
ile in 1 e of dark neſs, and ly managed, mi 
ave been univerſ; iu received as a kind of miracle: fo 
| 122 could ſcarce have avoided inſerting the report as an b 
von ledged truth: eſpecially as the fact Balk ſeems to infer that 
the Romans were invincible, unleſs from ſome ſupernatural 
cauſe. Swift, no friend to military men, thinks the Cartha- 
Ne general unworthy of ay farther notice, and haſtens to 
I up the ſenate'of Rome. This gives him an opportunity of 
being very, ſevere upon a certain modern aſſembly, which he 
treats in a manner more reſembling the cy nie in his cell, than the 
free 1 homoured Rabelais in his eaſy chair. Orrery. 
Livy the Roman hiſtoftan his related. that Hannibal 'burnt a 
rest pile of wood upon a' rock that Ropped his paſſage, and 
when it was thus heated vinegar upon it, by which it was 
made ſo ſoft as to be eaſih cut through. "Hawkeſ. | 
"Gulliver's account of bie entertainment at Glubbduddrib is 
Mtravgcly and whiniſically diverting. Alexander the Great, it 
the head of his army Juſt after the battle of Arbela, aſſured 
Gulliver upon his honour, that he was not poiſoned, but died 
of *a fever by exceflive drinking. And "afterwards Hannibal 
paſſing | the Alps, declared to him that he had not a drop of vi- 
— 4 in his camp. How, ridiculovs, how contemptible are theſe 
gues of the __ theſe deſtroyers of the human race, when 
— l ty and N e e OO. to 
or lie . 
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profound veneration at the ſight of Brutus, 99k could 
_ ealily diſcover the moſt conſummate virtue, the greateſt 
F and firmneſs of mind, the trueſt kd by | 
and general benevolence for mankind, in every 
CG of 13 I obſerved with 
| ure, that theſe two perſons were in good intelligence 
2 other; bee - that 
the greateſt ations of his own life were not equal, by 
many degrees, to the glory of taking it away; 1 had 
the honour to have much converſation with Brutus; and 
was told, that his anceſtor Junius, Socrates, Epaminan- 
das, Cato the younger, Sir Thomas Moore, and*himſelf, 
were perpetually together: a [extumvirate, to wary all 
A end e en 
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c ad * Custer onl appear to PINT en fins 
tus. Pompey and ef only op patriot. But as the any of 
confeſſed to Gulliver, © that . teſt actions of his life were 
not equal, by many degrees, to the glory of takisg it away z 
it would have been a proper alleviation of the Dictator's crimes, 
to have acknowledged him the greateſt ſtateſman, orator, and 
ſoldier of the age in which be lived; an age fertile of eminent 
men; an age when ambition was ſcarce looked upon as à crime; 
and when the Roman virtue, (once the ſupport and preſervation 
of the commonwealth) was long ſince loſt in vice and luxury. 
At ſuch a time a ſingle maſter was become neceſſary, and Pome 
| _ have ſcized the reins of government, had not Caeſar 
. If the conſpirators had reſtored liberty to their 
_— 9 54 act had wg completely glorious, and would 


have ſhewed, that Caeſar, not Rome, was degenerated. But 


if we may judge from the conſequences, Heaven diſapproved of - 
the deed. A particular fate attended the: conſpirators, not one 
of whom died a natural death. And even Brutus, perhaps re. 
collecting in his laſt moments the . benefits which he had recei- 
ved — Caeſar. was ſtaggered in his · thoughts of virtue, and i- 
magining [himſelf deceived by a ſhadow, broke out into a pa- 
thetical expreſſion, ſignifying. that he had worſhipped virtue 
* as a ſubſtance, and had found it only a ſhadow: ſo that he 
ſeems to have wanted that fortitude of mind; which conſtantly 
attends true virtue to the grave. This defect in che character ot 
Brutus. is not improperly expreſſed in the famous gallery of the 
Great Duke of Tuſcany, where there is a very fine head of Bru - 
tus begun by Michael Angelo, but left ene We h 
ingraven upon a copper plate this diſtich. 
5 Dua BRUT 1 effitiem ſculptor de ——— duct, 
"on naten {an venit, et 3 
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I Brutus erred; it was from a wrong notion of virtue. The 
chatacter of Cat ſar is perhaps more amiable, but leſe perfect. 

His faults. were great; however, many of them were foils to 

his virtues. A modern eminent writer has repreſented him as 

a glutton. He tells us, that when Caeſar went to the public 

feaſts, he conſtantly took a vomit in the morning, with a de- 

ſign to indulge himſelf with more keeneſt, and to increaſe his 
appetite: for the enſuing” feaſt. The fact is true, but I. would 
 willipgly believe the-inference unjuſt. It is more han probable, 

that he practiſoc this cuſtom. by the advieg of his; phy ficians; 

who might direct ſuch a regimen as the moſt certain and im- 
mediate preſervation againſt epileptic fits, to which the Dictator 

was often liable. My honoured father, who was excelled by 
few phyſicians in the theory of phyſic, has often told me, that 

thoſe kinds of convulſions were of ſuch a nature as generally to 

come on after eating, and more violently if the ſtomach was o- 
verloaded. Cacſar was ſo careful in obſerving a decent digni- 

4 ty in his behaviour, that he dreaded the ſhame of expoſing pub- 
licly this weakneſs in his conſtitution; and, therefore guarded 

againſt it in a prudent manner. which has ſince been cunſtrued 

into a: reproach. This ſurmiſe reſts. upon the ſtronger founda- 

tion, as all authors agree, that be was moſt ſtrictly and remark 

ably: abllcinibvus;'s 16; fo ans anoycarg cd anoraroy 22Þ 

In his public character, Cacſar appears a ſtrong example, 

how far the greateſt natural and acquired accompliſhments may 

| loſe their Juſtre, when made ſubſervient to falſe! glory, and an 
immedenate thirſt of power; as, on the other hand, the hiſtory 
of Brutus may inſtruct us, what unhappy effects the rigid exer- 
ciſe of ſuperior virtue, when miſapplied and carried too far, 
may produce in the moſt ſtedfaſt mind. or the ſoundeſt judg- 
ment. £4 r HS * * . . , 
 _ Gulliver has given to Brutus five companions, Junius'Protus, 
Socrates, Epaminondas, Cato the | Cenſor, and Sir Thomas 
Moore. Such à ſextumvirate. is not eaſily to be inereaſed: 
t let me hope, that the refl. ction is too ſeverely critical, when 

e adds, « that all the ages of the world cannot furniſn out a 
©, ſeventh.” Every age has produced men of virtue and abili- 
ties in the kigheſt degree. The race of mankind, ſince their 
firſt creation, have been always the ſame. The greateſt cha- 
racters have · been -blended with the greateſt faults Poets and 
hiſtorians have ſingled out particular perſons for fame» and 
immortality : they have adorned them with -accompliſhments 
v hich perhaps they never poſſeſſed, while other men equally me- 
. Titorious have been ſilenily buried in oblivion, with only the 
2 5 ſelf. conſciouſneſs 
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world in every period of antiquity placed before me. I 
: "chiefly fed mine eyes with 'beholding the deſtroyers 'of 
tyrants and ufurpers, and the reſtorers of liberty to op- 
eee * preſſed 
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Brutus in the Elyſian fields. 


ſelfl eonſeiouſneſs of deſerving a rank among the companions of 


In this, illuſtrious - ſextumvirate, Socrates and Sir Thomas 


Moore undoubtedly deſerve. the pre- eminence. The extravagant 
virtue of Junius Brutus is ſhocking to every parent, and every 
good-natured mind. The important ſervices of the father 
might joſtly bave claimed, from the public the pardon of his 


4 «4.4 3.# 8 142 ST | & 6.4 ad : F224 ; | 
ons: and when his paternal piety had ſaved their lives, his pre- 


cepts and example might ſo effectually have reclaimed-their er: 
ros, as to have made them become uſe ful members of the com- 
monwealth. I am fully perſuaded, that if Dr. Swift had been a 


father, we ſhould not have found the name of Junius Brutus 


e rd rr lb, 
la Epaminondas, the Theban glory firlt appeared, and died. 
His oën merit, in overcoming the greateſt difficultics, enticely 
fixed his reputation. A happy concurrence of circu mſtances has 
often given fame to others; but Epaminondas was indebted for 
his ſuperiot charaQter. only to himſelf, 
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m ia ſome doubt, whether, Cato the. Cenfor can fairly claim 
a rank among ſo choice a group of ghoſts *. He julily indeed 
condemned the luxury of the Romans, and he puniſhed their 
vices with an impar tial ſeverity, But berein he ſeems to have 
| indulged his own natural temper, rather than to have acted ab- 
ſbolutely from a love of virtue, He was a declared enemy to 
poctry, painting, and all the politer arts. He was proud, vain, | 
and moroſe. But, above all, he was ſo extremely avaricious, 
that Rhadamanthus, in the Archbilkgp; ot Cambray's dialogues 
of the dead, after expreſſing ſome regard id 


Zard to his merits, tells 
him, as he was an uſurer, he could not be admitted into the 
Elyſian fields; end therefore orders him to keep the gate as por - 
ter; in which ſituation he might gratify the cenſoriéuſneſs of 
his diſpoſition, by examining every ghoſt that attempted to 
come into Elyſium, and by ſhutting the door againſt all thoſe 
who were not qualified for admittance, Rhadamanthus then 
gives him money, to pay Charon for ſach paſſengers who were 
not able to pay for themſelves; and at the ſame time declares, 
that he will puniſh him as a robber, if he offers to lend out 
tbat money upon uſury. How very different, are the n 


. 2 8 . 1 ; : a — 
This note of his Lordſhip is an encomium on the judgment of 
our author, who knew thot Cato the Cenſor end Cato the younger 


were very different perſons, and for good reaſons preferred the lat. 
ter, Hawkeſ. 15 | 
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preſſed and injured nations. But it is impoſſible to ex- 
the ſatisfaction I received in my own. mind, after 

uch a manner as to make it a ſuitable entertainment to 
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of Abp Fenclon, and of Dr Swift, in their judgment of Cato? 
The one thinks him unworthy of a place among millions in 
Elyſium, while the other diſtinguiſhes him among the greateſt 
men of antiquity. From this diſſenſion of opinions may be tra- 
ced, perhaps, the particular temper both of the Archbiſhop and 
of the Dean; and from thence may be deduced the reaſon why 
the Cenſor was eſteemed by the latter, and condemned by the 
„„ ¼¼ũ: Hae tab 
The noble author finiſhes his remarks on this ſeventh chapter, 
by obſerving, that Gulliver, after having taken a tranſient 
* view of numberleſs illuſtrious perſons, whom he docs. not 
« name, cloſes the chapter, and gives him an opportunity of fi- 
« niſhing his letter:“ and then addreſſes his fon thus: Late, 
very late, may you become a ghoſt ; and when one, may you 
equal any of Swift's ſextumvirate: and may his ghoſt (grown 
« leſs cynical and better inſtructed) rejoice to admit you into the 
« company, from which he has fo arbitrarily excluded all future 
be eee 
Gulliver has not excluded all future generations from adding to 
this ſextumvirate. For he ſpeaks only of the time paſt. What 
Cato's may appear to bleſs the world, and oppoſe the torrent off 
corruption, in after ages God only knows. - Swift, 
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moſt renowned for wit and learning, I ſet apar 
one day on purpoſe. I propoſed that Homer an 
Ariſtotle might appear at the head of all their commen- 
tators z bot rn were 2 that ſome hundreds 
4 R 2 , Were 


Wy Gulliver; tired er n . 1. est in this Sth 
chapter; and becomes curious to know the ſituation of poets and 
philoſophers, who, in their turn, have as eagerly contended 
for fame, as Caeſar did for power, of Brutus for liberty. He 
deſires, that Homer and Ariſtotle may make their appearance 
at the head of their commentators. '-+* Homer, ſays our tra- 

eller, « was the taller and comelier perſon of the two; walk- 

Led very ered for one of his age, and his eyes were the molt . 
«quick and piercing 1 ever beheld $” It is certain, that Ho- 
mer has rather gained, than loſt vigout by his years. Twen 
ſix centurics have not unbreecd his nerves, or lien one wats 
to his brow. And although Gulliver has beſtowed upon him the 
additional ornament of fine eyes, yet I am apt to think they 
make the figure of this divine old man leſs awful: at leaſt I am 
glad that he wanted his eye-ſight while he lived; ſince it is im- 
poſſivle not to conclude. from the productions 'of Homer and 
Milton, that the mind's eye becomes more intenſely diſcern} 
when it is not interrupted by external objecis. It is an ol 
obſervation, that Homer has nouriſhed more perſons than Sylla, 
Cacſar, and Auguſtus; and while their pictures have decayed, 
not a letter of the Iliad bas been loſt. The Grecian poet not 

only preſerves his original form, but breathes freely, and looks 
beautifully, in other languages: a happier metempſychoſis than 
Pythagoras ever dreamed of. However, if Homer was abſo- 
lutely obliged to wear the different dreſſes which have been given 
to him, he would ſometimes, I believe, find the motion of his 
limbs 'uneaſy and confined; and would prefer his own ſimple 
attire even to the birth day ſoit which our Engliſh bard has 
"given him. The commentators have done Jefs honour to Ho- 
mer, that the tranſlators. Some of theſe learned pedants have 


entirely 
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+ All that is meant 5 6 Callider is, that m had the moſt 
© quick and of genius of all the human race, Swift, 
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were forced to attend in the court and na rooms of 
the e I knew and could diſtinguiſn thoſe two he- 
roes at firſt ſight, not only from the croud, but from each 
other. Homer was the taller and comelier perſon of 
the two, walk ed very erect for one of his age, and bis 
eyes were the moſt quick and piercing I ever beheld. 
Ariſtotle ſtooped much, and made uſe of a ſtaff, His 
Viſage was RE his Bait hank * thin, , ad his ve HE 
e 15 
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1 waſted their 89668 vpon particles * * 4 others 
have run into a minute exactgeſs, in comparing the propriety of 

bis images; while others, again, have endeavoured to trace out 
from the lliad and Odyſſey, all the rudiments of arts and-ſcien- 
ces. Some there are who dwell on ſuch narrow circumſtances as 
were neglected by Homer, and can only, be ſuitable to their own 
confined genius. They are not able to purſue him in his ſublime 
flights, and attempt therefore to bring bim upon a level with 
themſelves. Their low mechanical notions remind me of an abſurd 
problem propoſed by the famous Monſieur Huet, whether the I- 
* liad might not be written upon vellum in fo ſmall a hand, that 
the whole might be contained within a nut ſhell 2. This i important 
queſtion is faid to have engaged the Den and attention of the 
Freneh court, and · gives c a true pictule of a laborious, taſteic(s 


. critic upon Homer. The Dauphin and his train are for putting 


the Iliad into a nut-ſhell, when Alexander ar.d bis courtiers choſe 
the richeſt and moſt curious cabinet of Darius, as, the * proper 
repoſitoty for Homer's works. 

Homer and Ariſtotle were as oppoſite as p- Fr BY: in their cha- 
racters: but Dr Swift has placed them tog ther, chiefſy with a 
view of thewing their ecmmentators Th that juſt and ridiculous 
light in which thoſe ſcholiaſts ought to appear. When an age is 
bleſſ.d with the productions of an uncommon genius, ſuch as re- 
ſembles Homer, it muſt in ſome meaſure, be puniſhed by bad i- 
mitations and comments; in the ſame manner that you may have 
obſerved the ſun, by its heat and influence, raiſing vapours, and 
animating inſectis. that infect. and perhaps corrupt the air, in which 
he ſhines with ſo much luſtre. But when an original admired 
author, as Ariſtotle, is really erroneous, and deceives with falſe 
ſpecious principles, what a train of errors muſt ariſe from com- 
mentators on ſuch ſubjects, who, while they endeavour to purſue 
and extend a pleaſing inchanted proſpect, that has no real founda- 
tion, deviate into a dark, diſagreeable road of briers and thorns? 
I is on this account that the Dean bas introduced Ariſtotle 
n wy with Homer. Oy | | - 
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hollow®*. I foon diſcovered that both of them were per- 
fect ſtrangers to the reſt of the company, and had never 
ſeen or heard of them before. And I bad a whiſper 
from a ghoſt, who ſhall be nameleſs, that theſe commen- 


This deſcription of Ariſtotle is fine, and in a few words re- 
preſents the true nature of his works. By not having the im- 
mortal 195 of Homer, he was unable to keep his body erect; 
and his ſtaff. which feebly ſupported him, like his commentators. 
made this defect more conſpicuous. He wanted not ſome uſeful 
qualities; but theſe real ornaments, like his hair, were thin and 
ungraceful t. His ſtyle was harſh, and like his voice, had nei- 
ther force nor harmony. He was without doubt a man of great 
genius and penetration; but he did infinitely more prejvodice than 
ſeryice to real literature. He ſtudiid words more than facts; and 
delivered his philoſophy perplexed with ſuch intricate logical terms. 
as haye laid a foundation for the endlefs ſcholaſtic diſputations 
which have corrupted and retarded the progreſs of learning. He 
waged war with all his predeceſſors. He never quotes an author 
but with a view to refute his opinion. Like the Ottoman Em- 
or, he could not reign in ſafety, till he had firſt deſtroyed his 
| brethren. He was as ambitious in ſcience, as his pupil Alexan- 
der was in arms. He aimed to be a deſpotic original; and not 
only to be the prince, but the tyrant of philoſophy. What then 
can be expected from the commentators of his works, who were 


deyoid of his ingenuity, and poſſeſſed all his intricate follies? Ra» 


mus with his covert ignorance, and Scotus and Aquinas with their 
ſubdiviſions and imaginary" nothings, muſt make a contemptible 
figure in the Elyſian fields, which are the ſuppoſed manfions of 
chearfulneſs, truth, and candour, and conſequently muit be a very 
improper ſituation for that tribe of philoſophers. Orrery. 
In Gulliver's portrait of er we obſerve all the marks and 
delineations of quickneſs, genius, and fire, accompanied with an 
exquiſite power and felicity in the communication of his ideas; 
with clearneſs and force, unto the ſouls of his auditors.:Swiſt's por-- 
trait of Ariſtotle is equally ſtrong and maſterly. He ſtooped much, 
faith he, and made ufe of a ſtaff; that is, he thought, he conſi- 
dered, he ruminated, he pondered deeply, on the moſt intricate 
and abſtruſe points relating to the ſciences; and, by the force of 
reaſoning, which is meant by his ſtaff, he cleared his way through 
briers and thorns, until he ſttuek into the road which leads to 
ſcience and philoſophy. —— The remaining part of Ariſtotle's 
+ In this the noble commentator ſeems to be miſtaken ; for it can- 
not be believed that Ariſtotle's real ornaments however few were 


ungraceful. Hawkeſ. 
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tators always kept in the moſt diſtant from their 
principals in the lower world, through a conſciouſneſs of 
ſhame and guilt, becauſe they had ſo horribly, N 0 
ſented the meaning of thoſe autbors io poſterity. 
traduced Dydimus and Euſtathius to Homer, 4 * 
vailed on him to treat them better than perhaps they de- 
ſerved; for he ſoon found they wanted a genius to enter 
into the ſpirit of a poet. But Ariſtotle was out of all pa- 
tience with the account I gave him of Scotus and Ramus, 
as I preſented them to him, and he aſked them whether 
the reſt of the tribe were as great dunces as themſelves. 
I then deſired the governor to call up Deſcartes and 
Gaſſendi, with whom I prevailed to tir their ſyſtems 
to Ariſtotle, This great philoſopher freely acknow- 
ledged his own miſtakes in natoral philoſophy, becauſe 
he proceeded in many things upon conjecture, as all 
men mult, do; and he found, that Gaſſendi, who had 
made the dodrine of Epicurus as palatable as he 
could, ney the vortices of N were bogs to 
be 


trait is 15 the Lhe Yi of an abſtracted @holer, » worn tay 
and decay d with years, hard ſtudy, nocturnal nme i» 
the want of,bodily exerciſe. hotel ws i 
Some would make Swift treat Ariſtotle with very little: hP LA 
But, on the contrary, Swift admired Ariſtotle beyond all the phi- 
loſophers which had appeared in the world, from the days of 
Alexander the Great to the moment he was then writing; I had 
almoſt ſaid, even to the contempt of all others, not excepting 
Peſcartes, Gaſſendi, and the famous Sir Iſaac Newton. 
From a little book of inſtructions which Dr Swift was pleaſed to 
draw up for the uſe of a lady, I-ſhall, in bis own words, give his 
real opinion of Ariſtotle, - "Aridotle, the diſciple. of Plato, and 
tutor to Alexander the Great. His followers were called Peri- 
* patetics, from a Greek word which ſignifies 10 walk, becauſe he 
taught his diſciples walking. We have not all his works; and 
+ ſome'of thoſe which are imputed to him, are ſuppoſed. not ge- 
«+ nuine. He writ upon logic, or the art of reaſoning; upon moral 
„and natural philoſophy ; vpon oratory,. poetry, cc. and ſeems to 
Sai a Mp of the "moſt OO ve 0 that ever lived,” 
Smift. 


doexgloded?... He, predifted the, age. fate . auen = 
: bebe the preſent learned are ſuch zealous aſſerterg. He 
ſaid, * new * of nature were but new faſhions, 
| 5 n 


* | : 
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* T7 belicve you 1 will find, that FER to be preferred to. 
Epicurus. : The former made ſome uſeful experiments and dif- 
coveries and was engaged i in a real purſuit of knowledge, althou h = 
bis manner is much perplexed, The latter was full of” vanity _,— 
and ambition. He was at impoſtor, and N. aimed at deceiyi 
He ſeemed not to believe the principles w ich he has aſſert, = 
He committed the government of all things to chance. His — 4 
tural philoſophy. is abſurd. Hu meral philoſophy wants its pro- 
per baſis, the fear of God. Mr Boyle, one of his warmeſt ad- 
vocates, is of this laſt opinion, where he ſays, On ne ſeauroit 
dire afſez- de bien de Phonnetete de ſes Moeurs, ni aſſez de mal de fes 
nions ſur Ia religion. His general maxim, that happineſs con- 
2 in ES was too much unguarded, and muſt lay. A founda- 
tion of a moſt deſtructive practice: althongb, from his temper and 
- Tonſlitution,; he made his bons ſufficiently pleaſurable 1 him- 
ſelf and agrecable to the rules of true Pphiloſophy. His fortune 
exetnpted him from care and folicitude ; his valetudinaxian habit 
of body from intemperance. He paſſed the greateſt part of his 
time in his garden, where he enjoyed all the efegant amuſements 
of life. There he. ſtudied, there he taught his philoſophy. This 1 
. particular happy ſituation greatly contributed. to that tranguillity „ 
of mind, and indolence of body, Which he made his chief ends. 
He had not however reſolution ſufficient to meet the gradwal ap- 
proaches of death, and wanted that conſtancy. which Sir William 3 
Temple aſeribes to him: for, in his laſt moments, when he found | 
that his condition was deſperate, he took ſuch large draughts of 
wine, that he was abſolutely intoxicated, and deprived of his, ſenſes; 
{o that be died more like a Bacchanal, dan A ee to 
| which the gt alludes, Wy 
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J, ſhould 55 weptared into this gr FRAY 3 upon 
' theſe ations phil ophers, if my opinion was not in. a great mea- 
ſure ſupported by Lon 2 who, a 1 WAS: at the moſt 
accurate judge of 'thi Airy bf from that pr 
eminence, too 2 a 9 It et 2 bes. that * 
in N has many followers and admirers among the antients, 
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which would vary in every age; e ren thoſe who 
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regale the moſt exquiſite manner. The book lies open 
rn me, and I will tranſcribe the words. De gus [amicitia] 

picurus quidem ita dicit, omnium rerum quas ad beate vñvendmm ſa- 
Mars Ns Afar pork nibil eſſe 'majus amicitia, nihil uberius, nibil ju- 
cundius ; negue vero hoc oratione ſolum, ſed malto magis vita, et 
faltis, et moribus comprobavit. Diogenes praiſes his vir- 
tue and learning. In the Auguſtan 1 names are in- 
ſerted among his followers. Caeſar, Atticus, Mecaenas, Luereti- 
us, Virgil, and Horace, embraced his philoſophy, and gave a luſtre 
to his ſet and doctrines. Sir William Temple ſays, '* that he 
« wotiders why ſuch ſharp invectives were ſo generally made a- 

« gainſt Epicurus, by the ages that followed him; eſpecially as 

« his admirable wit, felicity of expreſſion, excellence of nature, 
1 ſweetneſs of converſation, tem 1 of Ffe, and conſtaney of 
„death, made him ſo much ed by his friends, admired by 
* his ſcholars, and honoured by the Athenians.” Sir William 


| Temple imputes this injuſtice * to the envy and malignity of the 


« Stoics, and to ſome groſs pretenders who aſſumed the denomi- 
nation of that ſect; who miſtook his favourite principle [Tx ar 
„ ALL HAPPINESS CONSISTED IN PLEASUR EI by con- 
* * fining it to ſenſual pleaſure only. To theſe ſucceeded the Chri- 
Mans, who eſteemed his principles of natural philoſopby more 
te to thoſe of dur religion, than cither the Platoniſts, the 


| Is the Peripatetics, or even the Stoics themſelves.” This is the o- 
| Pinion, and theſe are almoſt the cxaQt Yar dot allo 


lam Temple. 

Swift equally explodes Epicurus, and the more © modern philoſ 
phers Deſcartes and Gaſſendi. 

Deſcartes was a knight-errant in y, perpetually wil. 
taking windmills for giants; ' yet, by the rength a warm i- 
magination, he ſtarted ſome opinions, which probably put Sir 

Iſaac Newton and others on making many experiments that Pro- 
duced moſt uſeful diſcoverie: TTY ee 
Sieaſſendi was eſteemed one of the e een af Fronce. 
He was a Rn tang "I en. 
He 
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4 of vogue vhen 17 was e | ing: Ar 
I ſpent ſive days in converſing with many Se or 
antient learned. I ſaw. moſt of the firſt Roman 2 50 
rors, I prevailed on the governor. tg call up Elioga ha- 
lass cooks to. dreſs us a dinner, but they could not io 


us much of their ſkill for Want of materi mM A helot x 
L* no 


Agoilaus made us:a.diſh of Spartan broth, b. 
able to get dawn a ſecond: ſpoonful. 0 ie 

Tun two gentlemen who conducted me 10 nee 
were preſſed by their private, affairs to return; in des 
days, which I employed in ſeeing ſome of the. 1 85 | 
dead, who, had, made the greateſt - figure for twW o o 
three hundred years. paſt in our ;own and. 1 545 countries 
of Europe: and daring hoen . a great admirer” 0 
old illuſtrious families, 415 fired; the governor, . 
call up a dozen or two Kings, with their anceſtors | 
order for eight or nine generations. But my dilappoint 
ment was e and . f Fot, , inſtead 54 ky 


Sole barber, an a e hay of 
too great 4 8 to. 'dw 5 5 50 | 
longer on ſo nice à ſubject. But as to.counts,, 550 | 
es, dukes, £earls,; and the like, I was nat ſo ſerupulous. ; 
Ard. I conſeſs, it was not without ſome , pleaſure, 
that 1 found myſelf able to trace the particular Te: - 
tures, by which fernt families are diſtinguiſhed, 5, # : 
Gem! originals. ;; I could plainly 7 5 — Gd | 
ode family detives, a long chun, \why. a ſecon | hb 1 | 
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or to 42 Why a third happened to be crack - 
brained, bod a foci ho be ſharpers ; whence it came 
What "Polydore Virgil ſays of a certain great houſe, 

Nec vir fortis, nec fremina cafta ; how cruelty, falhood, 


and cowardice grew to be charaQteriſtics, by which cer- 


tain families are diſtinguiſhed as much as by their coats 


of arms; who firſt brought the pox into a noble houſe 
| which hath lincally deſcended in ſerophulous tumours to 
their poſterity. Neither could I wonder at all this, 
when I. faw ſuch an interruption of lineages by pages, 
f lacqueys, valets, coachmen, gumeſters, fidlers, players, 
captains, and pick: pockets. 
I Vas chiefly diſguſted with modern hiſtory: For ba- 
| ing ſtrictly examined all the perſons of greateſt name 
in the courts of princes for an hundred years paſt, 1 
has ie ntl ha bone niet by proſtitute wri- 
tem to aſcibe the greateſt exploits in war to cowards, 
the wiſeſt counſel to fools, ſincerity to llatterers, Roman 
virtue. to betrayers of their country, piety to atheiſts, 
chaſtity to ſodomites, truth to informers : bow many 
Fae and excellent perſons had been condemned to 
death or baniſhment by the practiſing of great miniſters 
upon the corruption of judges, and the malice of fa · 
Cons: how many "villains had been exalted to the 
_ higheſt places of truſt, power, dignity, and profit: 
how great a ſhare in the motions and events of courts, 
cbuncils, and ſenates, might be challenged by bawds, 
Whores, pimps, tes, and buffoons : how low an 
opinion 1 had of human wiſdom and integrity, when I 
Vas truly informed of the ſprings and motives of great 
enterprizes aud revolations in the world, and of the 
rage) accidents to which they owed their ſuc- 
Har 1 eee the roguery and ignorance of thoſe 
who end to write anecdotes, or ſecret hiſtory ; who 


ſiond ſo many kings to their graves with a cup of poiſon; 


eee and chief mi- 


niſter, where no witneſs was by: unlock the thoughts 
and cabinets of ambaſſadors and ſecretaries: of ſtate; 
and have the perpetual misfortune to be miſtaken. Here 
I diſcovered the true cauſes of many . 

. SY 5 | a | ve 
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ſurpriſed the world; bow a whore can govern the | 
eck. dim, the back-{tairs a council; and the council 2 


duc: IT 


I be pen t 46921 . 
I had the curioſity to W ·[& in a . 
ey abet method great numbers en e 
ſelves high titles of honour and prodigious eſtates; and 
I conſined my inquiry to a vary madern period, dowener 
without grating upon preſent times, becauſe I would be. 
ſure to give no offence even to foreigners; for I hope:the 
reader need not to be told, that I do not in the leaſt int 
tend my own: country in what I ſay upon this/occalion. - 
A great number of perſons concerned were called up, 
and upon a very ſlight examination diſcovered ſuch a 
ſcene of infamy, that I cannot reflect upon it without 
ſome ſeriouſneſs. Perjury, oppteſſion, ſubornatiou, fraud, 
pandariſm, and the like infirmitics, were were amongſt the 


moſt excuſable arts they had to mention; and ſot theſe 


I gave, as it was reaſonable; great allowance. But when 
ſome confeſſed they owed their greatneſs and wealth to 
ſodomy,” or inceſt; others to the proſtituting of their 
own wives and daughters ; other to the betraying their 
country or their prince; ſome to poiſoning more to 
the perverting of juſtice in order to deſtroy the innocent: 
I hope I may be pardoned, if theſe diſcoveries inclined - 
me a little to abate of that profound veneration, which 
I am naturally apt to pay to perſons of high rank, who 
. 
1 e "Rom their n 
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4 — — Upon inquiry 1 Ms told, at 
= their names werewibe found on norecord, except a few 
| efabempwhomohiſtoryiGathreprelemed;as-the: vilelt 


1 rogues auc traitorb. n co the raff, I had /nexer-once 
| Head: df theme They all appeared with di — 


| 18 n of chem te bey 
deere een ens ton foil 
| | 0 abe — way-one perſon, whoſe biker ap- 
peuredl a linle-finguler, Me had a youth about eighteen 
years old ſtandinge by this fide; Fe told met be had for 
years been commander of a ſfiip ; and in the ſea- 
fig ht * Actium bad the good fur tune to hrenk ihro' the 
t line of battle; fink three of their capital 
Take u fourth; which was the ſule cauſe of 
> flight; and of the victory ahat enſued; that 
h. ſfanding by chin; his only fon, was killed in 
| 1 roy Fc ur ot the confidence of ſome 
merit, the Wär being at an:end, he went to Rome, and 
ſolicited at the court of Auguſtus to be preferred to a 
_ greater ſhip} whole? commander had been killed; but 
Without any” regard 10 his pretenſions it was given to a 
: "who had never ſcen the ſea, the fon of Libertina, 
who waitedl on one of the Emperor's 'miftreſſes. Return- 
idg back to his on veſſel, he was charged with negle& 
* duty; and the/ſhip-given'ts a favourite page of Publi- 
eola the bice · admiral; whereupon he retired to a poor 
Farm at 4 grtat diſtance from Rome, and there ended his 
ne. I was ſo curious to know the truth of this ſtory, 
that I deſired Agrippa might be called, who was admiral 
in that fight. He appeared, and confirmed the whole 
atcount; but with much more advantage to the captain, 
whoſe oJelty Wait extenuate@'or© concealed-a great * 

of his ther ob Not 3 tb od yam 1 540 
oy was'farpriſed rocked: guntiption: webe high ard 
60 quick in that empire, by the force of luxury ſo lately 
introduced, which made me leſs wonder at many parallel 
caſes in other countries, where vices of all kinds have 
Feigned ſo much anger, and where the whole praiſe, - 
te 
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| well as pillage, hath been engroſſed by the chief com- 
mander, who perhaps had the leaſt title to either. 
n As every perſon called ap made ẽxactly the ſume ap- 
pearance he had done in the world, it gave me me- 
5 Ast reflections to obſerve, how much the race of 
ö human kind was degenerated among us within theſe hun- 
5 dred years paſt. How the pox under all its conſequences 
= and denominations had altered ever lineament of an 
| Engliſh, countenance, ſhortened the ſize of bodies, un- 
braced the nerves, relaxed the ſinews and muſcles, in- 
5 troduced a fallow complexion, and rendered the fleſh 
p loofe and rancid. dotted e e 7 
4 I deſcended ſo low as to deſire that fome Engliſh 
s yeomen of the old ſtamp might be ſummoned to appear ; 
» once {6 famous for the ſimplicity of their manners, diet, 
| and dreſs ; for juſtice in their dealings; for their true 
f ſpicit of liberty; for their valour and love of their coun- 
4 try. Neither could 1 be wholfy unmoved, after comp 
N ring the living with the dead, when T conſidered how 4 
5 all theſe pure native virtues were proſtituted for a piece f 
d of money by their grand- children, who in ſelling their 
8 votes, and managing at elections, have acquired every 
8 vice and corruption that can poſſibly be learned in a 
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of Luggnagg. The author 4 He is. fent for 
#0 court. The manner of his admittance. The . 5 
great lenity to his ſubjec ts. 


TY day of our. departure being come, I 255 PI 


of his Highneſs the governor of Glubbdubdrib, 
and returned with my two companions to Maldonada, 


here after a fortnight's waiting, a ſhip was ready to fail 


for Luggnagg. The two gentlemen, and ſome others, 


were ſo generous and kind as to furniſh me with proviſi- 
ons, and {ce me on board. I was a month in this voyage. 


We had one violent ſtorm, and were under a neceſhty of 


| ſteering weſtward to get into the trade-wind, which 


holds 5 above lixty leagues. On the 21ſt of April, 
1708, we failed into ws river of Clumegnig, which 


is a ſea-port town at the ſouth-caſt point of Luggnagg. 


We caſt anchor within a league of the town, and 
made a ſignal for a pilot. Two of them came on board 
in leſs than half an hour, by whom we were guided 


between certain ſhoals and rocks which are very dan- + 


gerous in the paſſage, to a large baſin, where a fleet 
may ride in ſafety within a cable" s length of the town- 
wall. 

Some of our ſailors, n out of treachery or 1954 


vertence, had informed the pilots that I was a ſtranger 


and a great traveller; whereof theſe gave notice to a 
cuſtom-houſe officer, 'by whom I was examined very 
ftnMly upon my landing. This officer ſpoke to me in 
the language of Balnibarbi, which by the ove of much 
commerce is generally underſtood in that town, eſpecial- 
ly by ſeamen, and thoſe employed in the cuſtoms. I 
gave him a ſhort account of ſome particulars, and made 
my ſtory as plauſible and conſiſtent as I could; but I 


thought it neceſfary to diſguiſe my country, and call my- 
ſelf an Hollander, becauſe my intentions were for Japan, 


and I knew the Dutch were the only Europeans * 


— 
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ted to enter into that kingdom. I therefore told the of- © - 


ficer, that having been ſhipwrecked on the coaſt of Bal- 
nibarbi, and caſt on a rock, I was received up into Lapu- 
ta, of the flying iſland (of which he bad often heard) and 
was now endeavouring to get to Japan, from whence 1 
might find a convenience of returning to my own country. 
The officer ſaid, I muſt be confined till he could receive 
orders from court, for which he would write immedi- 
ately,” and hoped to receive an anſwer in a fortnight. I 
was carried to a convenient lodging with a centry placed 
at the door; however I had the liberty of a large garden, 
and was treated with humanity enough, being maintain 
ed all the time at the King's charge. I was invited by 
ſeveral perfons, chieſſy out of curioſity, becauſe it was 
reported that I came from countrics very remote, of which 
they had never heard. 
I hired a young man, who came in the ſame ſhip, to 
be an interpreter; he was a native of Luggnagg, but had 
. lived ſome years at Maldonada, and was a perfect maſter 
of both languages. By his aſſiſtance I was able to hold a 
converſation with thoſe who came to viſit me; but this 
conſiſted only of their | arg and my anſwers, 

Tux diſpatch came from court about the time we ex- 
pected. It contained a warrant for conducting me and 
my retinue to Traldragdubh or Trildrogdrib, for it is 
pronounced both ways, as near as I can remember, by a 
party of ten horſe. All my retinue was that poor lad for 
an interpreter, whom I perſuaded into my ſervice, and at 
my humble requeſt we had each of us a mule to ride on. 
A meſſenger was diſpatched half a day's journey before 

us to give the King notice of my approach, and to deſire 
that his Majeſty would pleaſe io appoint a day and hour, 
when it would be his gracious pleafure, that 1 might 
| baye the honour to ict the duſt before hir foorfiool, This 
is the court ſtyle, and J found it to be more than matter 
of form. For, upon my admittance two days after my 

arrival, I was commanded to crawl upon my belly, and 
lick the floor as I advanced; but on account of my being 
a a ſtranger care was taken to have it made ſo clean, that 
the duſt was not offenſive. However, this was a peculiar 
grace, not allowed to ys 123 ler of the bigheſt 
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rank, when they deſire an admittance. Nay, ſome- · 
times the floor is ſtrewed with duſt on purpoſe, when the 
perſon to be admitted happens to have powerful enemies 
at court. And I have ſeen a great lord with his mouth 
fo crammed, that, when he had crept to the proper di- 
ſtance from the throne, he was not le to ſpeak a word, 
Neither is there any remedy; becauſe it ĩs capital for thoſe 
who receive an audience, to ſpit or wipe their mouths in 
bis Majeſty's preſence, There is indeed another cuſtom 
which I cannot altogether approve of : when the King 
hath a mind to put any of his nobles to death in a gentle 
indulgent manner, he commands the floor to be ſirewed 
Vith a certain brown powder of a deadly compoſition, 
which being licked up infallibly kills him in twenty four 
hours. But in juſtice to this prince's great clemency, and 
the care he hath of his ſubjects lives (wherein it were 
much to be wiſhed, that the monarchs of Europe would 
imitate him) it muſt be mentioned for his. honour, that 
ſtrict orders are given to have the infected parts of the 
floor well waſhed. after every ſuch. executian; which if 
his domeſtics neglect, they are in danger of incurring his 
royal diſpleaſure. . 1 myſelf heard him give directions 
that one of his pages ſhould be whipt, whoſe turn it was 
to give notice about waſhing the floor after an execution, 
but maliciouſly had omitted it, by which neglect a young 
lord of great hopes coming to an audience was unfortu- 
nately poiſon'd, altho' the King at that ume had no deſign 
againſt his life. But this good Prince was ſo gracious, 
as to forgive the poor page bis whipping, upon promiſe, 
N that he would do ſo no more without ſpecial orders. 
To return from this digreſſion; when I had crept with- 
in four yards of the throne, I raiſed myſelf gently upon 
my knees, and then, ſtriking my forehead ſeven times a- 
gainſt the ground, I pronounced the following words, as 
= had been taught me the night before, Tekpling 175 
ſibrobb ſquut ſerumm blhiop mlaſhnalt zwin tnodbal 
ſihiophad. gurdlubh aſht. This is the gay. «1 
bliſhed by the laws of the land for all perſons admitted 
to the King's preſence. It may be rendered into Engliſh 
thus: May your celeſtial Majeſty out-live the ſun, eleven 
moons and a half, To this the King returned ſome 
anſwer, which altho 1 could not underſtand, yet * wa 
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plied as 1 had been directed: fute drin yalerick dul dom 
praſtrad mirpuſh, which properly ſignifies, my tongue ii in 
the mouth of my friend ; and by this expreſſion was meant, 
that'I deſired leave to bring my interpreter ;- whereupon 
the young man already mentioned was accordingly in- 
troduced, by whoſe intervention I anſwered as many 
Fn as his Majeſty could put in above an hour. 
poke in the Balnibarbian tongue, and my interpreter 
delivered my meaning in that of Luggnagg. 33 


Tux King was much delighted with my company, and 
ordered his Bliffmarklub, or High Chamberlain to ap- 
point a lodging in the court for me and my interpreter ; 
with a daily allowance for my table, and a large purſe of 
gold for my common expences. dees 

I ſtaid three months in this country out of perfect obe · 
dience to his Majeſty, who was pleaſed highly to ſavour 
me, and made me very honourable offers. But I thought 
it more conſiſtent with prudence and juſtice to paſs the 
remainder of my days with my wife and family. _. 


CHAP. x. 


The Luggnaggians commended. A particular deſeription 
of the Struldbrugs, ith many converſations between 
| the author and ſome eminent perſons upon that ſubject. 


1 Luggnaggians are a polite and generous peo- 
| ple; and altho' they are not without ſome ſhare 
of that pride, which is peculiar to all eaſtern countries, 
yet they ſhew themſelves courteous to ſtrangers, eſpeci- 
ally ſuch who are countenanced by the court. I had 
many acquaintance among perſons of the beſt faſhion, 
and being always attended by my interpreter, the con- 
verſation we had was not difagreeable. 
_ Ons day, in much good company, I was aſked by a 
perſon of quality, whether I had ſeen any of their Struld- 
brugs or Immortals. I ſaid, I had not; and deſired he 
would explain to me, what he meant by ſuch an appella- 
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tion applied to a mortal creature. He told me, that 


ſometimes, though very rarely, a child happened to be 
. ee nen Wale e arg oa 
e 


F 


* The e of the pong is an | ioftruQive abs of 
morality. For if we conſider it in a feriops light, it tends to re- 
coneile us to our final diſſolution. Death, when ſet in contralt to 
the immortality of the Struldbrugs, is no longer the king of 
terrors: he loſes his ſting ; he appears to us as a friend; and we 
chearfully obey his ſummons, becauſe it brings certain relief 
to the greateſt miſeries. It is in this deſcription, that Switt 
ſhines in a particular manner. He probably felt in himſelf the 
effects of approaching age, and tacitly e that period of life 
in which he might become a repreſentative of thoſe miſerable Im- 
mortals. His apprehenſions were unfortunately fulfilled. He 
lived to be the moſt melancholy [ſight that ever was beheld. 


| Yet, even in that condition, he continued to inſtruct, by ap- 


pearing a providential inſtance to mortify the vanity. wbich is too 
apt to ariſe in the human breaſt. Our life cannot be pronounced 
happy, till the laſt ſcene is ee with caſe and ieſignation; the 
mind till continuing to preferve its uſual dignity, and falling i into 
the arms of death, as a wearied traveller ſinks into reſt. This is 
that Euthanaſia which Auguſtus often defired, which Antonius 
Pius enjoyed, and for which rey wiſe man will pray. ur. 


Gulliver s account of the Struldbrugs, is the fineſt leQure that 
ever was conceived by any mortal man, to reconcile poor tottering 
creatures unto à chearful reſignation of this wretched life; and 
perfectly agreeable to that ſentiment of the infpired Prophet, 
The days of our life are threeſcore years and len: and thi” men be fo 
ſtrong, that they live to fourſcore years ; yet is their life then but 
labour and ſorrow. Thoſe diſpenſations of the Almighty, which are 
frequently the concomitants of old age, Dr Swift, throughout his 
whole life, conſtantly apprehended, from ſome peculiar infirmities 
attending his habit of body, would ſeize upon him at4aft. Theſe 
Lord Orrery, without any fort of heſitation, roundly aſſerts to be 
tie avenging judgments of God, as if he had been let into tlic 
ſecret by ſome particuler revelation. . But, inſtead of inſulting the 
aſhes of ſo bright a genivs with the infirmitics of his latter days, 
and comparing him to one of his own Struldbrugs, we ſhould en- 
deavour to inſlame our ſouls by catching fire, and ſpirit, and pa- 
triotiſm, from his inimitable writings; and filently confeſs the 
ways of God to be n. and bis n 1 finding 
out. 1 ; 
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directly over the left eye-brow, which was an infallible 
mark, that it ſhould never die. The ſpot, as he de- 
ſcribed it, was about the compaſs of a ſilyer three · pence, 
but in the courle of time grew larger, and changed its 
colour; for at twelve years old it became green, ſo con · 
tivued till five and twenty, then turned to a deep blue; 
at five and forty it grew coal black, and as large as an 
Engliſh ſhilling 5 but never admitted any farther alterati- 
on. He ſaid, theſe births were ſo rare, that he did not 


believe there could be above eleven hundred Struldbrugs 


ol both ſexes, in the whole kingdom, of which he com- 
| puted about fifty in the metropolis, and among the reſt a 
young girl born about three years ago: that theſe pro- 
ductions were not peculiar to any family, but a meer ef- 
fect of chance; and the children of the Struldbrugs them 


ſelves were cqually mortal with the reſt of the people. 


I I freely own myſelf to have been Rruck with incxpreſ- 


ſible delight upon hearing this account: and the perſon, 
who gave it me, happening to underſtand the Balnibar- 
bian language, which I ſpoke very well, I could not for · 
bear breaking out into expreſſions perhaps a little too ex» 
travagant. I cried. out as in a rapture : happy nation, 
where every child hath at leaſt a chance for being immors 
tal! happy people, who enjoy ſo many living examples 
of ancient virtue, and have maſters ready to inſtruct them 
in the wiſdom of all former ages ! but, happieſt beyond 


all compariſon are thoſe excellent Struldbrugs, who be- 


ing born exempt from that univerſal calamity of human 
nature, have their minds free and diſengaged, without 
the weight and depreſſion of ſpirits cauſed by the con- 
tinual apprehenſion of death. I diſcovered my admira- 
tion, that I had not obſerved any of theſe illuſtrious per- 
ſons at court: the black ſpot on the forehead being ſo 
remarkable a diſtinction, that I could not have eaſily o- 
verlooked it: and it was impoſſible that his Majeſty, a 
molt judicious Prince, ſhould not ptovide himſelf: with a 
good number of ſuch wiſe and able counſellors ; yet per- 


haps the virtue of thoſe reverend ſages was too {trit for 


the corrupt and libertine manners of court, And we 


- 
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often find . experience, that young men are too opini- 
onative and volatile to be guided by the ſober dictates of 
their ſeniors. However, ſince the King was pleaſed to 
_ me acceſs to his royal perſon, I was reſolved, upon 
| very firſt occaſion, to deliver my opinion to him on 
res cater freely and at large by' the help of my inter- 
preter ; and whether he would pleaſe to take my advice 
or no, yet in one thing I was determined, that, his Ma- 
jeſty having frequently offered me an eſtabliſhment in 
this country, I would with great thankfulneſs accept the 
favour, and paſs my life here in the converſation of thoſe 
ſuperior beings, the Seuldbruy, if ey would pleaſe to 
admit . 
1 gentleman, to Win 1 addrefied my . 
becauſe (as I have already obſerved) he ſpoke the lan- 
guage of Balnibarbi, faid. to me with a ſort of a ſmile, 
which uſually arifeth from pity to the ignorant, that he 
was glad of any occaſion to keep me among them, and 
deſired my permiſſion to explain to the company what I 
had ſpoke. He did ſo, and they talked together for 
fome time in their own language, whereof I underſtood 
not a ſyllable, neither could 1 obſerve by their counte- 
nances, what impreſſion my diſcourſe had made en them. 
After a ſhort ſilence the ſame perfon told me, that his 
friends and mine (fo he thought fit to expreſs himſelf) 


| were very much pleaſed with the judicious remarks I had 


made on the great happineſs and advantages of immortal 

life, and they were deſirous to know in a particular man- 

ner, what ſcheme of living I ſhould have formed to my- 
felf, if it had fallen to my lot to have been a Struld- 


5 ee it was eafy to be eloquent on . 
and delightful a ſubject, eſpecially to me, who had been 
often apt to amuſe myſelf wih viſions of what I ſhould 
do, if I were a king, a general, or a great lord: and, 
upon this very cafe, I had frequently run over the whole 
ſyſtem how I ſhould employ myſelf, and ** iN if 
1 were ſure to live for ever. 

. Trar, if it had been my good Sinn to come into 
the world a Struldbrug, as ſoon as I could diſcover my 
own happineſs by underſtanding the difference between 
life and death, . | 


) 
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ably expect in 
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thods whatſoever to procure myſelf riches, | In the <p 
＋ 


ſuit of which 


thrift and management I might 

out two hundred years he — wealthi-⸗ 
eſt man in the kingdom. In the ſecond place, I would 
from my earlie(t youth apply myſelf to the ſtudy. of arts 
and ſciences, by which I ſhould. arrive in time to excel 


all others in learning. Laſtly, I would carefully record 


every. action and event of. conſequence that happened in 
the public, impartially draw. the characters of the ſeveral 
ſacceſſions of princes and great miniſters of ſtate, with my 
own obſervations on every point. I would cxaQtly ſet 
down the ſeveral changes in cuſtoms, language, faſhions 
of dreſs, diet and-diverſions. By all which acquirements 
1 ſhould be a living treaſury of knowledge and . 
and certainly become the oracle of the nation. 

1 would never marry: after ging uy live in an 
hoſpitable manner, yet il on the ſaving fide. 1 would | 
entertain myſelf in forming and directing the minds 
hopeful young men, by convincing them from my own 
remembrance, experience and obſervation, fortified by 
numerous examples, of the uſefulneſs of virtue in public 
and private life. But my choice and conſtant companions 
ſhould be a ſet. of my own immortal brotherhood, among 
whom I would elect a dozen from the moſt ancient down 
to my own-contemporaries. Where any of theſe wanted 
fortunes, I would provide them with convenient lodges 
round my on eſtate, and have ſome of them Ae at 
my table, only mingling a few of the moſt valuable a- 
mong you mortals, whom length of time would barden 
me to loſe with little or no reluctance, and treat your 
poſterity after the ſame. manner; juſt as a man diverts 
bimſelf with the annual ſucceſſion of pioks and tulips in 
his garden, without regreiting che loſs of thoſe, which 
withered the preceeding year, 

Tus Struldbrugs and I would 1 communis - 
cate our obſervations and memorials through the courſe 
ol time; 'remark the ſeveral gradations by which corrup - 
tion ſteals into the world, and oppoſe it in every ſtep by 
giving perpetual warning and inſtruction to mankind: 
which, added to the — influence of our own example, 
would probably prevent that continual degeneracy of hu- 
man nature ſo juſtly complained of in all ages. ; 


— 


ADD 


: #10 1 ohr 4.4. E Fart nr. 
App to all this the pleaſure of ſeeing the various re- 


, Adds 6 ſtates and empires; the changes in the lower 
and upper world ; ancient cities in ruins, and obſcure vil - 


lages become the ſeats of kings; famous rivers leſſening 
into ſhallow brooks; the ocean leaving one coaſt dry, 


and overwhelming another; the diſcovery of many coun- 
tries yet unknown; barbarity over-running the politeſt 


nations, and the moſt barbarous become civilized, I 
| ſhould then ſee the diſcovery of the ſongitude, the per- 
petual mation, the univerſal medicine, and many other 
great inventions brought to the utmoſt perfection. 
Wnar wonderful diſcoveries ſhou}d we make in aſtro- 
nomy by out living and confirming our own predictions, 
by obſerving the progreſs and returns of comets, with 
the changes of motion in the ſun, moon, and ſtars. © 
I enlarged upon many other topics, which the' natural 
defire of endleſs life and ſublunary happineſs could eaſily 
furniſh me with. When I had ended, and the ſum of 
my diſcourſe had been interpreted, as before, to the reſt 
of the company, there was a good deal of talk among 
them in the language of the country, not without ſome 


laughter at my expence. At laſt the ſame gentleman, 


who had been my interpreter, ſaid, he was delired by the 
reſt to ſet me right in a few miſtakes, which 1 had fallen 


into through the common imbecillity- of human nature, 


and upon that allowance was leſs anſwerable for them. 
That this breed of Struldbrugs was peculiar to their 


country, for there were no ſuch people either in Balni- - 


barbi or Japan, where he had the honour to be ambaſ- 
fador from his Majeſty, and found the natives in both 


thoſe kingdoms very hard to believe, that the fact was pol- 


ſible; and it appeared from my aſtoniſhment, when he firſt 
mentioned the matter to me, that I received it as a thing 
wholly new, and ſcarcely to be credited. That in the 
two kingdoms abovementioned; where during his reſi- 
dence he had converſed very much, he obſerved long life 
to be the univerſal deſire and wiſh of mankind. That 
Whoever had one foot in the grave, was ſure to hold 
back the other as ſtrongly as he could; That the oldeſt 
= ll hopes of living one _7 longer, and e on 
cath 
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nagg the appetite. for living was not ſo eager, from the 


continual example of the Struldbrugs before their eyes. 


reaſonable and unjuſt ;' becauſe it ſuppoſed a perpetuity 
of youth, health, and vigour,” which no man could be fo 


death as the greateſt evil, from which nature always | 
prompted” him to retreat; only in this iſland of ELugge 


fooliſh to hope, however extravagant he may be in his 


wiſhes*. That the queſtion therefore was not, whether 
a man would chuſe to be-always in the prime of youth, 
attended with proſperity and health; but how he would 
pas a perpetual life, under all the - uſual diſadvantages 


which old age brings along with it. For altho' few men 
will avow their deſires of being immortal upon ſuch hard 


conditions, yet in the two kingdoms before mentioned, 
of Balnibarbi and Japan, he obſerved that every man de- 


| fired to put off death for ſome time longer, let it ap- 
proach ever ſo late; and he rarely heard of any man 
who died willingly, except he were incited by the extre- 


mity of grief or torture. And he appealed to me, whe- 
ther in thoſe countries I had travelled, as well as my 
own, I had not obſerved the ſame general diſpoſition F. 


"F302" a7 nen 


* To this it may poſſibly be objected, that the perpetuity of 


youth, health, and vigour, would be leſs a prodigy than the per- 
petuity of life in a body ſubject to gradual decay, and might there- 
fore be hoped without greater extravagance of folly. . But the 
ſentiment here expreſſed, is that of a being to whom immortali- 
ty, thoꝰ not perpetual youth, was familiar; and in whom the wiſh 
of perpetual youth only would have been extravagant, becauſe that 
only appeared from facts to be impoſlible. Hawheſ. 


' + If it be aid, that althoꝰ the folly of deſiring life to be pro- 


| longed under the diſadvantages of old age, is here finely expoſed; 


yet the deſire of terreſtrial immortality upon terms, on which a- 
one, in the nature of things, it is poſſible, an exemption from dif- 
caſe, accident, and decay, is tacitly allowed: it may be anſwer- 
ed, that as we grow old by imperceptible degrees, ſo for the 
moſt part we grow old without repining,. and every man is 


ready to profeſs himſelf willing to die, when he ſhall be over- | 


— 


taken by the decripitude of age in ſome future period; yet when 


every 
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Arx this preface he gave me à particular account of 
the Struldbrugs among them. He ſaid, they commonly 
acted like mortals, till about thirty years old, after which 
by degrees they grew: melancholy and dejected, encreaſ- 
ing in both till they came to fourſeore.; This he learn- 
ed from their own conſeſſion; for otherwiſe, there not 
being above two or three of that ſpecies born in an age, 
they were too few to form a general obſervation by. 
When they came to fourſcore years which is feckoned 
the extremity of living in this country, they had not on- 
ly all the follies and infirmities of other old men, but 

many more, which aroſe from the dreadful proſpe of 
_ never dying. They were not only apinionative, peeviſn, 
covetous, moroſe, | vain, talkative; but - incapable of 
friendſhip, and dead to all natural affection, which never 
deſcended below: their grand-children. Envy and im- 
potent deſires are their prevailing paſhons. But thoſe! ob- 
jects, againſt which their envy ſeems principally directed, 
are the vices of the younger ſort, and the deaths of the 
old. By reflecting on the former they find themſelves 
cut off from all poſſibility of pleaſure; and whenever 
they ſee a funeral, they lament and repine that others are 
gone to an harbour of reſt, to which they themſelves ne- 
ver can hope to arrive. They have no remembrance of 
any thing, but what they learned and obſerved in their 
youth and middle age, and even that is very imperfect. 
And for the truth or particulars of any fact, it is ſafer 
to depend on common tradition, than upon their beſt re- 
collections. The leaſt miſerable among them appear to 
be thoſe, who turn to dotage, and entirely loſe their me- 
mories; theſe meet with more pity and aſſiſtance, becauſe 
they want many bad qualities, which abound in others. 

Ir a Struldbrug happened to marry one of his own kind, 
the marriage is diſſolved of courſe by the courteſy of the 
kingdom, as ſoon as the younger of the two comes to be 
fourſcore. For the law thinks it a reaſonable indulgence, 


every other eye ſees that this period is arrived, he is ſtill tenaci- 
ous of life, and murmurs at the condition upon which he recciv- 
ed his exiſtence. To reconcile old age therefore to the thoughts 
of a difſolution, appears to be all that was neceſſary in a moral 


- writer for practical purpoſes. Hawkeſ; 
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chat thoſe, who are condemned without any fault of their 
own to a perpetual continuance in the world, ſhould not 
habe their miſery doubled by the load of a wifſe 
As ſoon as they have compleated the term of eighty 
years, they are looked on as dead in law; their heirs im- 
mediately ſucceed to their eſtates, only a ſmall pittance 
js reſerved for their ſupport; and the poor ones are 
Ti maintained at the public charge. After that period they 
| are held incapable of any employment of truſt or profit ; 
they cannot purchaſe lands, or take leaſes ; neither are 
they allowed to be witneſſes in any cauſe, either civil or 
criminal, not even for the deciſion of meers and bounds. 
Ar ninety they loſe their teeth and hair; they have 
at that age no diſtinction of taſte, but cat and drink wha: - 
ever they can get withaut reliſh or appetite. The di- 
eaſes they were ſubject to ſtill continue, without encrea- 
ling or diminiſhing. In talking they forget the common 
appellations of things, and the names of perſons, even of 
thoſe who are their neareſt friends and relations. For 
the ſame reaſon they never can amuſe themſelves with 
reading, becauſe their memory will not ſerve to carry 
them from the beginning of a ſentence to the end; and 
by this defe& they are deprived of the only entertain- =_ 
ment, whereof they might otherwiſe be capable. | I 
Tux language of this country being always upon 'Y 
the flux, the Struldbrugs of one age do not underſtand. 
thoſe of another; neither are they able after two hundred 
years to hold any converſation (farther than by a few ge · 
neral words) with their neighbours, the mortals ; and 
thus they lie under the diſadvantage of living like fo- 
reigners in their own count x. | 
Tus wasthe account given me of the Struldbrugs, as 
near as I can remember. I afterwards ſaw five or fix of 
different ages, the youngeſt not above two hundred years 
old, who were brought to me at ſeveral. times by ſome 
of my friends; but although they were told, that 1 was 
a great traveller. and had ſeen all the world, they had 
| not the leaſt curioſity to aſk me a queſtion ; only defired 
aci- > would give them flumſtudaſt, or a token of remem- 
civ- brance ; which is a modeſt way of begging, to avoid the 
ghts law, that ſtrictiy forbids it, becauſe they are * 
55 „„ „ lor 
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for by the public, although indeed with A very ſeanty 
allowance, 
 , Tusy are deſpiſed and hated by all ſorts of people 3 
when one of them is born it is reckoned ominous, and 
their birth is recorded very particularly; ſo that you 
may know their age by conſulting the regiſter ; which 
however hath not been kept above a thouſand years paſt, 
or at leaſt has been deſtroyed by time, or public diſtur- 
bances. But the uſual way of computing how old they 
are, is, by aſking them what kings or great perſons they 
can remember, and then conſulting hiſtory ; for infal- 
libly the laſt prince in their mind did not begin his reign 
after they were fourſcore years old. 
 Tuey were the moſt mortifying fight I ever beheld ; 3 
and the women more horrible than men. Beſides the 
uſual deformities in extreme old age, they acquired an 
additional ghaſtlineſs in proportion to their number of 
years, which is not to be deſcribed ; and among half a 
dozen I ſoon diſtinguiſhed which was the eldeſt, al- 
though there was not above a century or two between 
t 
Tus reader will eaſily believe, that ſhow what I bad 
heard and ſeen, my keen appetite for perpetuity of life 
was much abated. I grew heartily aſhamed'of the plea- 
ſing viſions I had formed; and thought no tyrant could 
invent a death, into which I would not run with pleaſure 
from ſuch a life. The King heard of all that had paſſed 
between me and my friends upon this occaſion, and ral- 
lied me very pleaſantly ; wiſhing I could ſend a couple 
of Struldbrugs to my own country to arm our people 
againſt the fear of death“; but this it ſeems is forbidden 
by the fundamental hes of the kingdom, or elſe I 
fhould have been well content with the trouble and ex- 
pence of tranſporting them. | 
iI could not but agree, that the Jaws of this kingdom 
relating to the Wire je gil were ee upon ws hon 


«7M PAPER it FOE not is wholly oſeleſs to 5 that the 
ſi alt of a Strulabing would no otherwiſe arm thoſe againſt the 
fear of death, who have no hope beyoud it, than a man is arm- 
ed againft the fear of breaking his limbs, who jumps out of a 
9 when his houſe i is on fire, 4 


f 


Fo 1 N having m_ 1 me to en ſome 


Chap. xl. To 44» T A, Ec. 2 


eſt reaſons, and ſuch as any other country would 
der the neceſſity of enacting in the like ee er | 


Otherwiſe, as avarice is the neceſſary conſequent of old 


age, thoſe immortals would in time become proprietors 
of the whole nation, and engroſs the civil power; which 


for want of ag; al 69 muſt ow in the' ruin on 
the public. 


— 


CHAP, 3s” 0 „ 


The he 1. Luggrngy and fail to Japan. Heb 


| thence be retutns in a Dutch /hip to Amira) and 
from Amſterdam to England. 1 e 


Thought this account of the RENTS might be 
1 ſome entertainment to the reader, becauſe it ſeems 
to be a little out of the common way; at leaſt I do not 
remember to have met the like in any bock of travels, 


that hath come to my hands : and if I am deceived my 
excuſe mult be, that it is neceſſary * for travellers, who 


deſcribe the fame country, very often to agree in dwell- 
ing on the ſame particulars, without deſerving the cen- 


fare of having borrowed or ne from thofe who 0 


wrote. before them. l 
Tux is indeed a perpetual commerce between this 
kingdom and the great empire of Japan ; and it is very 


1 probable, that the Japaneſe authors may have giren 


ſome account of the Struldbrugs ; but my ſtay in Japan 


was ſo ſhort, and I was fo entirely a ſtranger to the lan- 


guage, that I was not qualified to make any inquiries, 


But J hope the Dutch upon this notice will be curious 


and able enough to ſupply my defects. 


eur- 
os. The word OW is here uſed in the ſame 1 manner; at 0 
by the idiom of our language it means convenient, though it is to 
be underſtood in its proper and original fignification. * Travel- 


lers who deſcribe the ſame country, very often neceſſarily agree 


in dwelling on the ſame particulars, and therefore 1 not dejerve 
* the cenſure of * a Ce. | 
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employment in his court, and finding me abſolmely de- 
termined to return to my native country, was pleaſed to 
give me his licence to depart, and honoured me with a 
letter of recommendation under his own hand to the Em- 
-peror of Japan, He likewiſe preſented me with four 
hundred forty-four large-pieces of gold (this nation de- 
lighting in even numbers) and a red diamond, which 1 
fold in England for eleven hundred pounds, 

On the 6th day of May, 1709, I took a ſolemn leave 
of his Majeſty and all my friends. This Prince was ſo 
gracious, as to order a guard to conduct me to G 
enſtald, which is a royal port to the /outh-weſ? part of 
the iſland. In fix days T found a veſſel ready to carry 
me to Japan, and ſpent fifteen days in the voyage. We 
landed at a ſmall port-town called Xamoſchi, ſituated on 
the ſouth-eaſt part of Japan; the town lies on the we/ferr: 
point, where there is a narrow ſtreight leading nortb-· auard 
into a long arm of the ſea, upon the north-weſt part of 
which Yedo the metropolis ſtands. At landing I ſhew- 
ed the cuſtom-houſe officers my letter from the King of 
Luggnagg to his Imperial Majefty. They knew the ſeal 
perfectly well; it was as broad as the palm of my hand. 
The impreſſion was A king lifting up a lame beggar from 
ihe earth. The magiſtrates of the town, hearing of my 
letter, received me as a public miniſter z they provided 
me with carriages, and ſervants, and bore my charges to 
Yedo, where I was admitted to an audience, and deliver- 


ed my letter, which was opened with great ceremony, 
and explained to the Emperor by an interpreter, who 


then gave me notice by his Majeſty's order, that 1 ſhould 
{ipnify my requeſt, and- whatever it were, it ſhould be 
granted for the ſake of his royal brother of Luggnagg. 
This interpreter was a perſon employed to tranſact affairs 
with the Hollanders; he ſoon conjectured by my coun- 
tenance, that I was an European, and therefore repeated 
his Majeſty's commands in low Dutch, which he ſpoke 
perfectly well, I anſwered (as I had before determined) 
that I was a Dutch merchant ſhipwrecked in a very re- 
mote country, from whence I had travelled by fea and 
land to Luggnagg, and then took ſhipping for Japan, 
where I knew my countrymen often traded, and with 

ſome of thoſe I hoped to get an opportunity of returning 
- RIO 5 ö | into 


WT. 


into Europe: I therefore moſt humbly entreated his 
royal favour to give order, that I ſhould be conducted in 
to Nangaſac: to this I added another petition, 
that for the ſake of my patron the King of Luggnagg, 
his Majeſty would ee to excuſe my performing 
the cc ny impoſed on my countrymen, of trampling 
upon the crucifix ; becauſe I had been thrown into bis 
kingdom by my misfortunes, without any intention of 
trading. When this latter petition was interpreted to 
the Emperor, he ſeemed a little ſurprized; and ſaid, he 


believed 1 was the firſt of my countrymen, who ever 


made any ſcruple in this point; and that he began to 
doubt, whether I was a real Hollander or no; but ra- 
ter ſuſpected I muſt be a Chriſtian. However, for the 


reaſons 1 had offered, but chiefſy to gratify the King of 
Luggnagg by an uncommon mark of his favour, he 


would comply with the Angularity of my humour; but 
the affair muſt be managed with dexterity, and his offi - 


ſorgetfulneſs. For he aſſured me, that if the ſecret 
ſhould be diſcovered by my countrymen the Dutch, they 
would cut my throat in the voyage. I returned my 
thanks by the interpreter. for ſo unuſual a favour ; and 
ſlome troops being at that time on their march to Nan- 
gaſac, the commanding officer had orders to convey me 
ſafe thither, with particular inſtructions about the buſineſs 
JJ... 86 

On the gth day of June, 1709, I arrived at Nangaſac, 


after a very long and troubleſome journey. I ſoon fell 


into company of ſome Dutch ſailors belonging to the Am- 
boyna of : Amſterdam, a ſtout ſhip of 450 tons. I had 
lived long in Holland, purſuing my ſtudies at Leyden, 

and I ſpoke Dutch well. The ſeamen ſoon knew from 
whence came laſt ; they were curious to inquire into 
my voyages, and courſe of life. I made up a ſtory as 
ſhort-and probable as I could, but concealed the greateſt 
part. I knew many perſobs in Holland; I was able to 
invent names for my parents, whom I pretended to be 
obſcure people in the province of Gelderland. 1 would 

have given the captain (one Theodorus Vangrult) what 

he pleaſed to aſk for my voyage 10 Holland; but under- 

ſtanding I was a ſurgeon, he was contented to take balf 

, | ef 1 | the 


the uſual rate, on condition that I would ſerve him in the 
way of my calling. Before we took ſhipping, I was 
often aſked by ſome of the crew, whether I had perform- 
ed the ceremony above-mentioned? I evaded the que- 
ſtion by general anſwers, that I had ſatisſied the Emperor 
and court in all particulars. However a malicious rogue 
of a ſkipper went to an officer, and pointing to me told 
him, I had not yet trampled on the crucifix : but the other 
who had received inſtructions to let me paſs, gave the 
raſcal twenty ſtrokes on the ders with a bamboo; 
after which I was no more troubled with ſuch queſtions. 
Nothing happened worth mentioning in this voyage. 

We failed with a fair wind to the Cape of Good Hope, 
where we ſtaid only to take in freſh water. On the 1th 
of April 1710 we arrived ſafe at Amſterdam, having loſt 
only three men by ſickneſs in the voyage, and a fourth 
who fell from the fore - maſt into the ſea not far from the 
coaſt of Guinea. From Amſterdam I ſoon after ſet fail 
for England in a ſmall veſſel belonging to that city. 
On the 16th of April we put in at the Downs, I 
landed next morning, and ſaw once more my native 
country. after an abſence of five years and fix months 
compleat. I went ſtrait to Redriff, where I arrived the 
ſame day at two in the afternoon, and found my wife 
and family in good health, ow e 
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cn. 1 


PO DE APO n 1 
He againſt him, confine him a long time to his cabin. 
Set him on ſhore in an unknown land. He travels 
into the country. The Yahoos, a firange ſort of animal, 
DN The Author meets two aA 1 


Continued at home with my wife and children about 
five months in a very happy condition, if I could 
have learned the leſſon of knowing when 1 was well, 

Eleft YT * wife W with * and 1 an ad- 


0 this hel pare of lik Imayivnty 'wavele, Swift hes io. 
dulged a miſenthropy that is intolerable. The repreſentation 


which he has given us of human nature, ppg ot even 
debaſe the mind of the reader who views it. His of wit 


and humour loſe all their force, nothing remaining but a me 
| A W err. 
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220 4 V OTA GK. | Part IV, 
vantageous offer made me to be a captain of the Adven- 
ture, a ſtout merchant-man of 350 tuns: for 1 under- 
, ood navigation well, and being grown weary of a ſur- 
| 1 SE geon's 
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tertained ; we are ſhocked, not inſtructed, by the fable. I should 
therefore chuſe to take no notice of his TAHO Os, did I not 
think it neceſſary to aſſert the vindication of human nature, and 
thereby, in ſome meaſure, to pay my duty to the great author of 
our ſpecies, who has created us in a very fearful, and a very won- 
- .derful manner. | | | 
We are com of a mind and of a body, intimately united, 


and mutvally affecting each other. Their operations indeed are 
Intirely - t. Whether the immortal ſpirit, that enlivens 


this fine machine, is originally of a ſuperior nature in various bo- 
dies, (which, I own, ſeems moſt conſiſtent, and agreeable to the 
ſcale and order of beings;): or whether the difference depends on 

a ſymmetry, or peculiar ſtructure of the organs combined with 
it, is beyond my reach to determine. It is evidently certain, 
that the body is curiouſly formed with proper organs to delight, 
and ſuch as are adapted to all the neceſſary uſes of life. The ſpi- 
rit animates the whole; it guides the natural appetites, and con- 
fines them within juſt limits. But the natural force of the ſpirit 
zs often immerſed in matter; and the mind becomes ſubſervient 
d paſſions, which it ought. to govern and direct. Horace, al- 
though of the Epicurean doctrine, acknowledges this truth, where 

Atque affigit bumo di vinae particulum aurae. 

It is no leſs evident, that this immortal ſpirit bas an indepen- 
dent power of acting. and, when cultivated in a proper manner, 
ſeemingly quits the corporeal frame within which it is impriſoned, 
and ſoars into higher and more ſpacious regions; where, with an 
energy which I bad almoſt ſaid was divine, it ranges among thoſe 
; heavenly bodies, that, in this lou er world, are ſcarce viſible to our 
eyes; and we can at once explain the diſtance, magnitude, and 
velocity of the planets, and can foretel, even to a degree of mi- 
nuteneſs, the particular time when a comet will return, and wben 
the ſun will be eclipſed in the next century. Theſe powers cer. 
tainly evince the dignity of human nature, and the ſurpriſing ef- 
fects of the immaterial ſpirit within us; which, in ſo confined a 
ſtate, can thus diſengage itſclf from the fetters of matter. It is 
from this-pre-eminence of the ſoul over the body, that ue are en- 
abled to) view the exact order and curious variety of different 
£ | | i 


Chap, I. ro Tit HOUYHNHNMS. ans 


exerciſe upon occaſion; I took a ſkilful young man of 


c 


beings; to conſider and cultivate the natural productions of the 
earth; and to admire and imitate the wiſe benevolence which 
reigns throughout the whole ſyſtem of the univerſe. It is from 
hence, that we form moral laws for our conduct. From hence 
we delight copying that great original, who in his cſſence Is utter- 
ly incomprehenſible, but in his influence is powerfully apparent 
to every degree of his creation, From hence too we perceive a 
real beauty in virtue, and à diſlinction between good and evil, 
Vietue acts with the utmoſt generoſity, and with no view to her 
own advantage, while vice, like a glutton, feeds herſelf enormouſ- 
ly, and then is willing to diſgorge the nauſeous offals of her feaſt, 
But I ſhall wander too far, eſpeeially as I flatter myſelf, that your 
mind is ſo good, and fo unprejudiced, that you will more cafily feel 
than | can illuſtrate the truth of theſe aſſertions. NT ; 
Swift deduces his obſervations from wrong principles : for, in 
his land of Houyhnhnms, he conſiders the ſoul and body in their 
moſt degenerate and uncultivated ſtate ; the former as a flave to 
the appetites of the latter. He ſeems inſenſible of the ſurpriſing 
mechaniſm and beauty of every part of the human compoſition. 
He forgets the fine deſcription which Ovid gives of mankind ;. 

Os homini ſublime dedit, coelumgue tueri | 

Juſſit, et ereftcs ad ſidera tollere vultus. 


In painting Ta HO Os he becomes one himſelf. Nor is the 
Picture which he draws of the Houyhnbnms, inviting or amuſing. 
It wants both light and ſhade to. adorn it. It is cold and inſipid. 
We there view the pure inſtincts of brutes, unaſſiſted by any 
— of letters, ating within their own narrow ſphere, 
merely for their immediate preſervation. They are incapable of 
doing wrong, therefore they act right. It is ſurely a very low 
character given to creatures, in whom the author would inſinuate 
ſome degree of reaſon, that they act inoffenſively, when they 
have neither the motive nor the power to act otherwiſe, ' Their 
virtuous qualities are only negatives. Swift himſelf, amidſt all 
his irony, muſt have confefſed, that to moderate our paſſions, to 
extend our munificence to others, to enlarge our underſtanding, 
and to raiſe our idca of the Almighty by contemplating his works, 

wig 9 9 1 | 18 
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1710; on the 14th, we met with captain Pocock of 
Briſtol at Tenariff, who was going to the bay of Com- 


— 
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is not only the buſineſs, but often the practice, and the ſtudy of 
the human mind, It is too certain, that no individual has ever 
poſſeſſed every qualification and excellence. However, ſuch an 
aſſemblage of Ailkrent virtues may ſlill be collected from different 
perſons, as are ſufficient to place the dignity of human nature in 
an amiable and exalted ſtation” We muſt lament indeed the 
many inſtances of thoſe who depenerate or go aſtray from the 
end and intention of their being, The true ſource of this de- 
pravity is often owing to the want of edncation, to the falſe in- 
dulgence of parents, or to ſome other bad cauſes, which are con- 
ſtantly prevalent in every nation. Many of theſe errors are finc- 
ly ridiculed in the foregoing parts of this romance: but the voy- 
age to the Houyhnbnms is a real inſult upon mankincc. 
I am heartily tired of this laſt part of Gulliver's travels; and 
am glad, that, having exhauſted all my obſervations on this diſ- 
agreeable ſubject, I may finiſh my letter; eſpecially as the con- 
Fo Th of it naturally turns my thoughts from YAHoos, to one 


of the deareſt pledges I have upon earth, yourſelf, Ct. . 


Some others, beſide Lord Orrery, have thought proper to 
| cenſure Gulliver's voyage to the Hovyhnhnms. - But whether 
| indeed their animadverſions proceeded from the infirmity of their 
1 judgment, or from ſome Taboo depravity in their own nature, 1 
| | ſhall not vouchſafe to inquire; as the daily occurences of this 

wretched world prove, illuſtrate, and confirm all the farcaſms 

of the doctor. Shall we praiſe that excellent moraliſt, the 
humorous Hogarth, for expoſing midnight revels, dcbaucheries, 
and a thouſand other vices and. ſollies of human k ind, in a ſeries 
* of hieroglyphics, ſuited to the improvement and the correction 
1 of the wild, the gay, the frolic, and the extravagant? And ſhall 
- we condemn a preacher of righteouſneſs, for expoling under the 
character of a naſty unteachable Yahoo, the deformity, the 

blackneſs, the filthineſ and corruption of thoſe helliſh, abomi- 

nable vices, which inflame the wrath of God againſt the chil- 

dren of diſobedience ; and ſubject them without repentance, that 
is, without a thorongh change of life and practice, to everlaſting 


3 


. perdition? Ought a preacher of rightcouſneſs, ought a _ 
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Chap. 1. T6 Tix HOUYANANMS. a2 


pechy to' ent legwood. - On the 16th, be vas parts 
e th us by a ſtorm; I heard fince my return, 
that his ſkip foundercd, and nose eſcaped, but cus 


— 


— 


man of the Chriſtian faith, (who is accountable for his talent 
and obliged to warn the innocent, as well as terrify the wick 
ed and profane,) to hold his peace, like a dumb dog that 
cannot bark, when avarice, fraud, cheating, violence, rapine, 
extortion, cruelty, oppreſſion, tyranny, rancour, envy, ma- 
lice, - detraction, hatred, revenge, murder, whoredom;” adultery, 


laſciviouſneſa, bribery, corruption, pimping, lying, perjury, 


ſubornation, treachery, ingratitude, gaming, flattery, .drunken- 
neſs, gluttony, luxury, vanity, effeminacy, cowardice, pride, 
impudence, hypocriſy, infidelity, blaſphemy, idolatry, ſodo- 
my, and innumerable other vices, are as epidemical as the pox, 
and many of them the notorious characteriſties of the bulk of 
human kind? I would aſk theſe mighty ſoftners, theſe kind 
pretenders to benevolence, theſe hollow charity mongets, what 
2 their real opinion of that old ſerpent, which, like a roari 


lion, traverſeth the globe ſeeking whom he may | deyour ? 


Was he not created by the Almighty pure, faultleſs, intelligent? 


But is there now, throughout the whole ſyſtem of created exi- 


ſtences, any beaſt, any Yahoo, any tyrant ſo vile, ſo baſe, ſu 


corrupted? And whence originally proceeded the change? Was 


it not from the abuſe of that freedom, without which no erea- 
ted intelligence can be reputed faithful, wiſe, brave or virtnous, 
in the eyes of his Creator? And ſurely, if this once great, once 


glorious ſpirit bath been reduced for many thouſands of ages, 


for-aught we know to the-contrary, below all the ſeveral grada- 


tions of created beings, whether intelligent, animal, or inſea- N 
ible; and expoſed to the fury of that avenging, though mer- 


ciful God, who is the fountain of all wiſdom, goodneſs,” and 
virtue; are we not to conclude, by an exact parity of reaſon, 
that every. moral agent is equally accountable to God for that 
degree of intelligence and perfectiom which determine the na- 


ture of his exiſtence? And upon this very principle, which can- 
not be denied without running into the laſt of abſurdities, and 
Which in fact is the reaſoning of St Peter throughoit his whole 


2d chapter of his 24 epiſtle, that creature man, that glorious 


ereature man, is deſervedly more contemptible than a brute _ 
beaſt, when he flies in the face of his Creator, by inliſting un- 
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was thei cauſe of his deſtruction, as it bath been of ſeveral 
| others, For if he had followed my advice, he might 


have been ſafe at home with his family at this time, as 
well as myſelf. | ; 
I had ſeveral men died in my ſhip of calentures, fo 
that I was forced to get recruits out of Barbadoes and 
the Leeward Iſlands, where I touched by the direction 
of the merchants who employed me; which I had ſoon 


too much cauſe to repent; for I found afterwards, that 


— 


piece charged, who was commanded to ſhoot me dead, 


moſt of them had been Bucancers*, I had fifty hands 
on board, and my orders were, that I ſhould trade with 
the Indians in the Souch · ſea, and make what diſcoverics 
I could. Theſe rogues, whom 1 bad picked up, de- 
bauched my other men, and they all formed a cy 
to ſeize the ſhip, and ſecure me; which they did one 
morning, ruſhing into my cabbin, and binding me hand 
and foot, threatening to throw me over: board, if I offer - 


ed to ſtir, I told them, I was their priſoner, and would 


ſubmit. This they made me ſwear to do, and then they 
unbound me, only faſtening one of my legs with a chain 
near my bed, and placed a centry at my door with his 


if 


der the banner of the enemy; and perverts that'reaſon which 


was deſigned to have been the glory of his nature, even the di- 


recting ſpirit of his life, and demeanour, to the vileſt, the moſt 
execrable, the moſt helliſh purpoſes. _ And this manifeſtly ap- 
pears to be the ground-work of the whole ſatire contained in 


the voyage to the Houyhnbums. [Then the author inſerts ſe- 


veral paſſages from the holy ſcriptures, and the Apocrypha, 
which he ſays will fully juſtify all the farcaſms of the doctor. 
But theſe we omit, as improper in a political romance.) 12 
And to conclude: if the brutality and filthine(s of the Taboo 


be repreſented by the ſatirie genius of Dr Swift in colours the 


molt ſhocking and deteſtable, as they certainly are, and as in 
fact they ought to have been, the picture is the more ſtriking 


as well as the more terrible; and upon that account more likely 


to inforce the obligation of religion and virtue upon the ſouls of 
men. Swift d ; f , ; 
Certain pyrates, that, infeſted the Weſt-Indies, were ſo 


. Hawheſ. 


| ge 280 1 Abb 


if 1 attempted my liberty. »'Phey £ ſent me- down Mee 


and drink, and took the government of the ſhip to them» 


 Felves. © Their defign'was to turn pyrates, and plunder 10 


irds; | which they could not do, till they got 


zote men. But frſt they reſolved to fell the gaods goods in i 


the ſhip," ad then go to Madagaſcar: for recruits, ſe 
among them having died ſinee my conſinement. They 


ſailed many weeks, and traded with the Indians; but "Ei 


knew not what courſe they took, being kept a Cloſe pri. 
Toner in my cabbin, and expecting nothing leſs than to 
de murdered, as they often threatened ... 
ron the 9th day of May 191 f; one james Welch 
c dame dene y cabbie, and ſaid he had orders from 


rhe captain to f me aſhore; I expoſtulated with him, 


but in vain ; neither would he ſo much as tell me, who 
theirinew captain was. They forced me into the longs 


boat, lerting me put on my belt ſuit of cloaths, which 


were as good as new, and take a {mall bundle of linneng 


bat 50 arms} except my hanger ; and they were ſo civil. 
es not to ſeareh my pockets; into which I conveyed what 


money I had with ſore other little neceſſaries. They 


rowed about à league and then ſet me down oa a ſtrandi | 


1 deſired them to tell me, what country it was? They 


all ſwore, they knew no more than myſelf, but ſaid, that | 


the captain (as they called him) was reſolved, after 
they had ſold the lading, to get rid of me in the firſt, 
place where they could diſcover land. They puſhed 
off 1 adviſing me to make halte for fear of 
being oe de the kide, and ſo bade me farewel. 
this deſolate condition I advanced forward, und 
e bee where I ſat down on a bank 
to reſt myſelf, and conſider what I had belt do. When 
1 was a little refreſhed, I went up into the country, re» 
js pow to deliver myſelf to the firſt ſavages I ſhould meet, 
my. life from them by ſome bracelets, 3 
i add other toys,” which ſaitors uſually provide them- 
ſelves with in thoſe voyages, and whereof I had ſome a» 
bout me; The land was divided by long rows of trees 
not regularly planted, but naturally growing; there 
was great plenty of graſe, and ſeveral fields of oats. 1 
walked very eircumſpectly ſor ſear of being ſurpriſed, or 
AO tot inn an arrow from bebiuds or on either 
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of human feet, and ſome of cows, but moſt of horſes. At 
laſt I beheld ſeveral animals in a field, and one or two of 
the ſame kind fitting in trees. Their ſha pe was very ſin- 
ular and deformed, which a little diſcompeled me, ſo 

1 down behind a thicket to obſerve them better. 
| them coming forward near the, place where I 
| mip gave me an opportunity of diſtinctly marking their 
form. Their heads and breaſts were covered with a thick 
| hair, ſome frizled, and others lank; they bad beards like 
goats, and a long ridge of hair down their backs, and 
the be purth ab ber Jews wal feet; but the reſt of their 
bodics were bare, fo that 1 I might ſec er“ vers 


which, 1 pe 


2 They Sid bg ves indy 


pron armed and pr * 

The females were not ſo a lap with prod they A 
long lank hair an their heads, but none on their faces, 
nor any thing mere than a ſort of down. on the reſt of 
their bodies, except about the aus and pudenda, Their 
dugs hung between their ſore · ſeet, and often reached 
almolt to the ground as they walked. The hair of both 
ſexes was 1 ſeveral colours, brown, . red, black, and 
yellow. Upon the whole, I never beheld in all my 
travels ſo —— an animal, or one againſt which 1 
naturally conceived ſo ſtrong an antipathy. So that think- 
ing 1 had ſeen enough, full of contempt and averſion, I 
got up, and purſued the beaten road, hoping it might 
direct me to the eabbin of ſome Indian. I had not got far, 
when I met one of theſe creatures full in my way, and 
coming up directly to me. The ugly moaſter, when: he 
ſaw me, diſtorted: ſeveral ways every feature of his vi- 
ſage, and ſtarted as at an object he had never ſeen before; 
then approaching nearer lifted up his fore-paw,. whether 
out of curioſity or miſchief, 1 could not tell: but I drew 


3 ba twain © goes. blow with the Hap fl 
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of ie; for 3 the edge, fearing the 
| might provoked againſt me, if they ſhould | 
come to know, that I had killed or ihaitned' any of their 
cattle. When the beaſt f the finite} Re det back! 
aud roared-f6 loud, chat à herd of at leaſt forty came 
flocking 'abbut me from the next field, howling, and 
-odious faces; but-1'ran to the u, le 28 
and leaning my back againſt it kept them by waving 
7 hanger. * Several of this curſed brood getting bad 
the branches behind leapt up into the tree, from 
whence'they began to diſcharge their excrements on my 
bead: however, I eſcaped pretty well by ſticking cloſe 
to the ſtem of the tree, peer leer e rl 
filth, which fell about me on every ſde. Oh ELL 
In the midſt of this diſtreſs, I obſerves men un to 
run ay on a ſudden as faſt they could, at which I ven · 
tured to leave the tree, one urſue the road, wondering 
what it was that could put into this fright. But 
looking on my left hand 1 fow a horſe walking ſoftly in 
the field; vieh ny perſecutors having ſooner diſcover- 
ed, was the caoſe of their flight. The horſe ſtarted a 
little, when he came near me, but ſoon recovering him- 
ſelf looked full in my face with manifeſt tokens of won- 
der: he viewed'my hands and feet, walking round me 
ſeveral times. I would have purſued my journey, but 
he placed himſelf directly in the way, yet looking with 


We gazing at each other for ſome time; at laſt I 
took the boldneſs- to reach my hand towards his neck 
vith a deſigu of ſtroaking it, uſing the common ſtyle and 
whiſtle of jockies, when they are going to handle a ſtrange 
horſe. "Bur this animal feemed to receive my civilities 
with diſdain, ſhook his head; and bent his brows, ſoftly 
railing up his right fore-foot to remove my hand. Then 
he neighed three or four times, bur in ſo different a ca- 
dence, that I almoſt began to think he was raving)! * 
himſelf in ſome language of his oW . 
Wͤes be and I were thus apployed;s eee 
came up; who applying himſelf to the ſirſt in a very for- 
mal manner, they gentiy ſtruck each other's right hoof 
| before, neighiag ſeveral times by turns, and varying the 
bend, u ſeemed 2 articulate. They 
. | went 


a 5 mild alpect, never offering the leaſt violence. 
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went * paces. off, as if it were to confer. together, 
walking ſide by ſide backward. and forward, like perſons 
deliberating upon ſome affair of weight, but often turn- 
ing their eyes towards me, as it were to waich that 1 
might not eſcape. I was amazed to ſee, ſuch ac 27 
behaviour in brute- beaſis; and. concluded, with myſe 5 
that if the inhabitants of this country were endued with a 
proportional: degree of reaſon, they muſt needs be 15 
e 


 wiſeſt people upon earth. This | thought gave m 


much comfort that 1. reſolved to go forward, until 1 
could diſcover ſome. houſe or village, or meet with any 
of the natives, leaving the two. horſes to diſcourſe. toge- 
ther, as they pleaſed. , But the fuſt who, was a dapple 
grey, obſerving me to ſieal off. neighed after me i in ſo 
expreſſive a tone, that 1 fancied myſelf to 7 7 
what he meant; whereupon I turned back, and game 
near him to expect his farther commands, but concealing 
my fear as much as I could; for I began to be in ſome 
pain, how this adventure migbt terminate; and the rea · 
der will eaſily believe, 1 on. bot en s my devine 
ſituation. 

Tus two beet up; F to me. looking oh 
great earneſtneſs upon my face and hands. The grey 
ſleed rubbed my hat all round with his right fore-hoof, 
and eee it ſo. much, that I was forced to adjult 
it better by taking it off, and ſettling it again; whereat 
both he and his 0 rte (who was a brown bay) ap- 
peared to be much » the latter felt the lappet 
of my coat, Wers it to bang looſe about me, they 
both looked with new ſigns of wonder. le ſtroaked my 
right band, ſeeming to admire the ſoftneſs and colour; 
but he ſqueezed i it ſo hard between his hoof and his pa- 

ſtern, that I was forced to roar; after which they both 
touched me with all poſſible tenderneſs, They were 
under great perplexity about my ſhoes and ſtockings, 
which. they felt very often, neighing to each other, and 
uſing various geſtures not unlike thoſe. of à philoſopher, 
When he would e to ſolve men and cul 
haenomenon. ? 


P 1 
ron the whole, the e pf uheſe animale was 
fo orderly and rational, ſo acute and judicious, that I at 


e they nnen who. thi 
thus 
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Chap. 1. To Tus HOUYHNHNMS. 29 
thus metamorphoſed themſelves upon- ſome'deſign,'and NF 
e in the way reſolved to divert themſel ves 
wich bim; or perhaps were really amazed at the fipht —- 


of a man ſo very different in habit, feature, and com- 


plexion, from thoſe who might probably lire in ſo re- 
mote a climate. Upon the ſtrength of this reaſoning 1 
. ventured to addreſs them in the following manner: 


Gentlemen, if you be conjurers, as I have good cauſe to 


| believe, you can underſtand any language; therefore I 
make bold to let your worſhips know that I am a poor 


diſtreſſed Engliſh-man driven by his misfortunes upon 


your coaſt, and I entreat one of you to let me ride upon 


his back, as if he were a real horſe, to ſome houſe or 


village, where I can be relieved. In return of which fa- 
vour 1 will make you a preſent of this knife and bracelet 
(taking them out of my pocket). The two creatures ſtood 
ſilent while I ſpoke, ſeeming to liſten with great attenti- | 


on; and when I had ended, they neighed frequently to- 


_ wards each other, as if they were engaged in ſerious 


converſation. - I plainly 'obſerved, that their language 
expreſſed” the paſſions very well, and the words might 
with little pains be reſolved into an alphabet more calily 


I could frequently dilinguiſh the word yahoo, which | 


was repeated by each of them ſeveral times; and al- 


though it was impoſſible for me to conjecture what it 
meant, yet while the two horſes were buiy in converſa- 


tion, I endeavoured to practiſe this word upon my 


tongue; and as ſoon as they were ſilent, I boldly pro- 


nounced zahoo in a loud voice, imitating at the fame 


time as near as I could the neighing of a horſe; at 
which they were both viſibly ſurpriſed, and the giey re- 


peated the ſame word twice, as if he meant to teach 
me the right accent, wherein I ſpoke after him as well 
as I could, and found myſelf perceivably to improve eve- 


ry time, though very far from any degree of perſection. 


Then the bay tried me with a ſecoud word much harder 
to be pronounced; but reducing it to the Engliſh ortho- 


8 -graphy, may be ſpelt thus, Houyhohnm. I did not ſuc- 
ceed in this ſo well as the former; but after two or 


three farther trials I had better fortune; and they both. 


appeared amazed at my capacity. x. 
42005 : U3 ; | AFTER; 


Me” 
0 


1 505 1 * E Panty; 


as ſome farther A which 1 held 


| red 2 relate to me, the two friends took their * 


with the ſame compliment of ſtriking each others hoof; 


al the grey made me ſigns that 1 ſhould walk before 
him; wherein I thought it prudent to comply, till 1 


could find a better director. When I offered to ſlacken 
my pace, he would cry bhaun, bhbuun; 1 gueſſed his mean- 
ing, and gave him to wo ry as well as I * — 
that I was weary, and not able to walk andes 
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The houſe deſcribed. The author's reception. The food 
of the Houyhnhnms. The author in diſtreſi for want 
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a long kind of building made of timber ſtuck in the 


f — and wattled acroſs; the roof was low, and co- 


vered with ſtraw. I now began to be a little comforted ; 


and took out ſome toys, which travellers uſually carry 


for preſents to the ſavage Indians of Anierica and other 


parts, in hopes the people of the houſe would be thereby 


encouraged to receive me kindly. The horſe made me 


a Ggn-to go in firſt; it was a large room with a ſmooth 


clay floor, and a rack and manger, extending the whole 


length on one ſide. There were three nags, and two 


mares not eating, but ſome of them ſitting down upon 
their hams, which I very much wondered at; but won- 
dered more to ſee the reſt employed in domeſtic buſineſs, 
theſe ſeemed but ordinary cattle: however this confirm- 
ed my firſt opinion, that a people, who could fo far ci- 
vilize brute animals, muſt-needs excel in wiſdom all the 
nations of the world. The grey came in juſt after, and 
thereby prevented any ill treatment, which the others 
might haue given me. He neighed to them ſeveral 
times in a ſtyle of amhority, and received anſwers. 

BEYOND this room there were three others teaching 


we eee of the * vou paſſed —— 
| _ doors, 


Chap. II. TO TUR HOUY HNHNMS. 231 
doors, oppoſite to each other, in the manner of a viſta z 
ve went chrough the ſecond toom towards. the thid; 


here the grey walked. in firſt, beckoning me to attend : 
I waited in the ſecond room, and wt ae my preſents 
for the maſter and miltreſs of the houſe : they were two 
knives, three bracelets of falſe pearl, a ſmall looking: glaſs, 
and a bead necklace. The horſe neighed three or four 
times, and I waited to hear ſome. anſwers. in a human 


— 


voice, but 1 heard no other returns than in the ſame di 


alect, only one or two a little ſhriller than his. I began 


to think TT this houſe muſt belong to ſome perſon of 


yond my comprehenſion. I feared my brain was diſturbs 
ed by my ſufferings and misfortunes: I rouſed myſelf, 
ald looked about me in the room where I was left alone; 


great note among them, becauſe there appeared ſo much 
ceremony before I could get admittance, But, that a 
man of 720 ſhould be ſerved all by horſes, was be- 


this was furniſhed like the firſt, only after a more elegant 


manner. I rubbed my eyes often, hut the ſame objects 
Rill occurred. I pinched my arms and ſides to awake 
myſelf, hoping I might be in a dream. I then abſolute- 


| ly concluded, that aſi theſe appearances could be. nothing 


elſe but necromancy and magic. But I had no time to 
purſue theſe reflections; for the grey borſe came to the 
door, and made me a ſign to follow him into the third 


room, where I ſaw a very comely mare, together with a 


colt and fole, ſitting on heir haunches upoa matts of 


ſtra / not unartſully made, and perfectly neat and clean, 


Tux mare ſoon after my entrance roſe from her matt, 


and coming up cloſe, after having nicely obſerved my 


hands and face, gave me a moſt contemptuous look; then 


turning to the horſe, I heard the word h often re» 
peated betwixt them; the meaning of which word could 


not then comprehend,: although it were the. firſt L had 


learned to pronounce; but I was ſoon better informed. to 
my everlaſting mortiſication: ſor the horſe beckoning to 
me with his head, and repeatipg the word bhuun, bbuun, 


as he did upon the road, which I underſtood was to at- 


tend him, led me out into a kind of court, where was an» 


other building at ſome diſtancet from the bouſe. Here 


we entered, and I ſaw three of thoſe deteſtable creatures, 


which I firſt. met after my landings Leading. n raots 


to be char of aſſes and . ——— —— 
dead by accident or diſeaſe. They were all tied by the 
neck with ſtrong wyths faſtened to 'a beam; they held 
their food between the claws of their fore-ſeer, awd tore 
uma Lomb: | 
| en thier wor enidured bern mags; ne of his kr. 
au, 6 oy W de ed ug et uml and take him 
into the yard. The beaft and 1 were brought cloſe to- 
gether; and our countenances diligently compared both 
dy maſter and ſervant, who-theteupon repeated ſeveral 
tines the word yahoo. My horror and aſtoniſtunent are 
hot 46 be-dkcribed; when 1 obſervedd in this abominable 
animal a perfect human figure: the face of it indeed was 
flat and broad, the noſe: depreſſed, the lips large, and 
the mouth wide: but theſe differences are common to all 
ſavage nations, where the lineaments of the countenance 
are diſtorted by the natives ſuffering their iofants to lie 
| provelling' on che earth, or by e them on their 
backs nazzling with their fate the mother's ſhoul- 
ders. The fore feet of the e from my hand 
in nothing elſe, but the length of th nail, the coarlſe- 
nefs and a the and the hairineſs on the 
| backs. There was the ſame reſemblance between our 
ſeet, with the fame differences, which I knew very well, 
though the horſes did not becauſe of my ſhoes and ſtoek - 
ings; the ſame in every part of our bodies; except as to 
hairinſs and colour, which I have already deſcribed.. 
Fux great difficulty that ſeemed to flick wich the two 
dorſes, was, to ſee the reſt of my body ſo very different 
from that of a gabe, for which'1 was. obliged to my 
_ cl6aths, whereof they had no conception. The ſorrel 
nog offered me a root, which he held (after their manner, 
às we ſhall deferibe in its proper place) between his hoof 
and paſtern; 1 took it in my hand, and having ſmelt 
it returned it to him again as civilly as I could. He 
brought out of the vas kennel a pieee of: afs's fleſh, 
but it ſmelt ſo offenſively, that 1 turned from it with 
 Joathing ; he then threw t-to-the:yahoo, by whom it was 
5 greedily devoured®, yas. eee _ 
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of ve 
in ir an old ſteed, uho ſeemed io be of quality ; 1 he g- 
lighted with his: ki 
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indeed. now — malt ; 
if L did not get 0 ſome of my. ans e 


thoſe-fithy yaby2gc,although Were here few greater lor- 
ers of mankind stehn fim, fan gel; yet I confeſs, 
erer les abpelenſizine . liable on A _ 
. ful; they. gew. Wiler ſtaid in c 3 9 9 
maſter. horſe obſerved. 2 and therefore 
lent the galvo back / io bis W his, fore 
hoof to his mouth, at which I was much ; 
. he did it with, £5 . 2 5:15 ap- 
peared perſeAly..naturdly, 1 of 
what 4 would bat 3, bur: 4 rould-nor.revurn nh 


anſwer as he was able to apprebepd,; . and dif he 8 
derſtood me, I did not ſee, how. it. was poſſible to con- 
tive. any way for finding myſelf, nouriſhment, . While 
we were thus engaged, I -obſerved à cow paſſing by, 
whereupon] pointed at ber, and expreſſed a deſire to go 


and milk her. This had its effect z for he led Ke bw 
into the bouſe, and ordered 2: mare, ſerva 


room, where à good ſtore of milk lay in 1 I | 
wooden veſſels after a very orderly. and, cleanly. manner, 
She: gave: me a large bowl full, of which 1 drank yery 
heartily, and found myſelf wellrefreſhed., + wy, 
|ABOYT noon I ſaw coming towards the hople a kind 
cle drawn like a ſledge by four hh. There was 


ind. ſeet forward, | baving by 3 
got a hurt in his left fore · foot. He came to dine with = 
dur horſe, who receited him with great eivility, They 

dined in the beſt room, and had oats boiled in alk. for 
the ſecond courſe, which the old horſe eat warm, but 
the reſt cold. Their mangers were placed circular in 
the middle-of be room, Ohh into ſeveral partui, 
N .it 17 5 152485 dic 1 * X63 een pod 15 2 2 15800 
Jo well to refſelk. that it becomes þis-pwn. in Ard proportion as 
he deviates virtue, for viitue. is the perfection of T7 

The app oY thoſe abandoned, to vice, are not leſs brutal 2 f 
ſordid than that of a Yahoo for aſſes geln; bor f is 8 life's mow 
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. bur, 
of ſtraw." A N with angles 
anſwering to every portion of the manger, 80 that each 
S000 
of oats milk, 

The behaviour of tlic young rn <a 
modeſt; and that of "the'niaſter and miſtre extremely 
<hearful ard cbmphiiſant to thei? gueſt. The grey 
| dered me to ſtand by him ; and much dit paſſed 
between him and bis Friend concerning me, 2 1 found by 
the Jens r Hot g fo Wacker oem and 

ha wha frog wal which maſter- 

1 ha to wear my oves, the grey 
eng ſetmed Pp diſcovering ſigns of won- 
der what t bad done to my ſore · cet; be put his hoof 
ee er ue . We e ede that 
I ſhould reduce them to their former ſhape, which 1 
preſently did, pulling off both my gloves, and putting 
theminto my pocket. This occaſioned farther talk, and 
Iſaw the company was pleaſed with my behaviour, where- 
of I ſoon found the good effects. I was ordered to ſpeak 
the few words Taunderſtood ; and while they were at din- 
ner, the maſter taught me the names for oars; milk, fire, 
water, and ſome others; which 1 could readily. pronounce 
F 

ages. Z 79 for e o 

"rk dats e eee ee eee ee Eo 
: fide, and by ſigns and words made me underſtand the 
concern he was in, that I had nothing to: cat. Oats m 
their tongue are called Munnb. This word 1 


two or three times; for although I bad refuſed them at 


firſt, yet upon ſecond thoughts. I conſidered, that I 
could contrive to make of them a kind of bread, which 
| . 4 eee eg 2 keep 2 1 
could make my e to other country, and to 
creatures of my own ſpecies. The horſe immediately 
ordered a white mare · ſervant of his family to bring me 
a a good quantity of oats in a ſort of wooden tray. Theſe 
I heated before the fire, as well as I could, and rubbed 
them till the huſks' came off, which 1 made a ſhift to 
winnow from, the grain; I ground and beat them be · 
tween two ſtones, * n. and mace them into 

« 


b ee cake; which) e e thi b Wo; 3: 
warm with milk. It was . f 
though common enough in m_—__ Europe, but 
ger e by die; ad Teer ores reduced. 
to hard fare in my life, this was not the firſt # 
1 had made, how in ſativied. * And 1 can- 


# oor but obſerve, that 1 never. had ode hour's ſickneſs, 


while I ſtaid in this iſland. It is true, I ſometimes made 
a ſhift to catch a rabbit, or bird, b ſpringes made of 
yahoos hairs; and I often gathered wholeſome herbs, which 
1 boiled, or ct as ſalads with my bread; ad now and 
then for a rarity I made at little butter, and drank the 
whey. I was atfirſt at a great loſs for ſalt; but cuſtom 
ſoon reconciled me to the-want-of it: and I am confident, 
that the frequent uſe of ſalt among us is an effect of-lux.. 
ury, and was firſt introduced only as a +provocative to 
drink; except where it is neceflary for preſerving of fleſn 
in long voyages, or in places remote from great markets. 
For we obſerve no animab to! be Sond of it but man; and 


while before 1 could cadure the alt of ie in any thing 
Tais # enough to ſay upon the ſubjeR of my def, 


wherewith other travellers fill their books, as if the read 
ers were perſonally concerned, whether we fare well or 
ill. However it was neceſſary to mention this matier, leſt 
the world ſnould think it impoſſible, that I could find 


en inns ace evening, de n 8 
dered a place for me to lodge in; it was but fix yards 
from. the houſe, and ſeparated from the ſtable of the 
yahoor, Here I got ĩome ſtraw, and covering myſelf with 
my own cloaths ſlept very ſound. But I was in a ſhort 
time better accomodated, as the reader ſhall know here- 
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The author ſiudions io leurn ve language; the Houyhnhain, 
bil maſter; uffifft in reurbing him The Janguage de- 
__ -ſeribed, Sebera! Houyhbhams of quality came out of 
curigſiiy to fes be author; He gives bit maſter a ſhort 
"count of his vg. © MAT tid re 4 . 
„ Din ent en ne ne alle) £6 u % Aro - 
XII privcipal endentvur v to learn the language, 
IVI wich my maſter (or fo 1 ſhall henceforth: call 
him) and his children, und every ſervant of his houſe 
were deſirous to teach me. For they looked vpon it as 
a prodigy, that a brute animal ſhould diſcover ſuch marks 
of a rational creutare. I pointechto every thing, and 
iniquired the name of it, which 1 wrote doun in my 
Iburnal. bool wher 1 was aloneg and corrected my bad 
acdent by deſiring thoſe of che family to pronounce ãt af- 
ten. Io this employment a ſorrel nag, one of the under 
ſervants, was very ready to aſſiſt mn. 
In ſpeakeing they pronounce thro' the noſe and thfoat, 
and theit language approaches neateſt. to the. High · Dutch, 
or German, of any I know in Europe; but is much more 
graceful and ſignificant: The Emperor Charles V. made 
Almolſt the ſame obſerwation, when héflſaid, That if he 
ere to ſpeak to his horſe, irſhould be in High- Dutch. 
Tux curioſity and impatience of my maſter were ſo 
great, that he ſpent many hours of his leiſure to inſtruct 
me. He was convinced (as he afterwards told me) that 
I muſt be a habe; but my teachableneſs, civility, and 
_ cleanlineſs aſtoniſhed him; which were qualities altoge · 
ther oppoſire to thoſe animals. He was moſt perplexed 
about my cloaths, reaſoning ſometimes with himſelf, 
Whether they were a part of my body; for I never pul- 
led them off till the family were aſleep, and got them on 
before they waked in the morning. My maſter was ca- 
ger to learn from whence I came; how I acquired thoſe 
appearances of reaſon, which 1 diſcovered in all my acti- 
ons; and to know my ſtory from my own mouth, which 
be hoped he ſhould ſoon do by the great * [ 
| . q f 7 made 
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made in learning and .pronouncing their words and ſen; 
. rences. To help my memory 1 formed all I learned 


into the Engliſh alphabet, and writ. the words down 
tured to do in my maſter's preſence. It coſt me much 
trouble to explain to him what I waz doing: ff the inte 
habitants have not the leaſt idea of books or literature. 
Ix about ten weeks time I was able to underſtand moſt 
of his queſtions; and in three months could give him 
ſome tolerable anſwers. He was extremely Curious: to 
know from what part of the country I came, and how I 
was taught to imitate a rational creature ; becauſe the ha. 
best (Whom he ſaw I exactly reſembled in my bead, 
hands, and face, that were only viſible) with Jome ap- 
pearance of cunning, and the ſtrongeſt diſpoſition to miſ- 
chief, were obſerved to be the moſt unteachable of all 
brates. I anſwered, that I came over the. ſea, from a far 
place with many others of my own kind, in a great hol - 


low veſſel made of the bodies of trees; that my compa- 
nions forced me to land on this coaſt, and then left me 


to ſnift for myſelf. | It was with ſome difficu] ty, and. by > 
the help of many ſigns, that I brought him to undei ſtand 
me. He replied, that I muſt needs be miſtaken, or that 
1 faid the thing which was not (for they have no word 
in their language to expreſs lying or falſhood.) He-knew 
it was impoſhble, that there could be a country beyond 
the ſca, or that a parcel of brutes could move a wooden 
veſſel whither they pleaſed upon water. He was ſure ro 
Houyhnham alive could make ſuch a veſſel, nor would 
truſt zaþoar 2g manage iii... 
The word Houyhnhnm in their tongue ſignifies a Hor ſe, 
and in its etymology, the perfection ef nature. I told 
my maſter that I was at a loſs for expreſſion, but would 
improve as faſt as 1 could; and hoped in a ſhort time 1 
ſhould be able to tell him wonders: he was pleaſed to di- 
rect his own mare, his colt and fole, and the ſervants of 
the family, to take all opportunities of inſtructing me; 
and every day for two or three hours he was at the ſame 
pains himſelf: ſeveral horſes and mares of quality in the 
neighbourhood came often to our houſe, upon the report 
ſpread of a wonderful yahoo that could ſpeak like a 
med in his words and actions to diſ- 
„„ e cover 


28 A4 u O r AGE Panlv. 
cover ſome ids of reaſon. /\ Theſe .delighted to 
converſe with me; they put many queſtions, and receiv- 
ed ſuch anſwers as I was able to return. By all theſe 
advantages I made ſo great a progreſs, that in five months 
from my arrival 1 underſtood: whatever was Warn and 
could expreſs myſelf tolerably well. 

Tus Houyhnhams who came to viſit my — * out of 
a deſign of ſeeing and talking with me, could hardy be- 
lieve me to be a right yahoo, becauſe my body had a Af | 
rent covering from others of my kind, They were aſto- 
niſhed to obſerve me without the uſual hair or ſkin, ex- 
cept on my head, face, and hands; but I diſcovered that 
ſecret to my maſter upon an accident, which Sagpened N 


about a fortnight before. 


1 have already told the reader, that every oight when 
the family were gone to bed, it was my cuſtom to ſtrip, 
"and cover myſelf with my cloaths : it happened one 
morning early, that my maſter ſent for me by the ſorrel 
nag, who was his valet; when he came I was faſt aſlecp, 
my cloaths fallen off one ſide, and my ſhirt above my 
waiſt, I awaked at the noiſe he made, and obſerved 
him to deliver his meſſage in ſome diforder ; after which 
he went to my maſter, and in a great fright gave him a 
very confuſed account of what — had ſeen; this I pre- 

ſemly diſcovered ; for going as ſoon as I was dreſſed to 

pay my attendance upon his honour, he aſſced me the 
meaning of what his ſervant had reported; that I was 
not the ſame thing when I ſlept, as I ap to be at 
other times; that his valet aſſured him, part of me 
was white, ſome yellow, at leaſt not lo white, and ſome 
brown. 
I had hitherto conecaled the ſeeret of my FF io or- 
der to diſtinguiſh myſelf, as much as poſlible, from that 
curſed race of abu; but now 1 found it in vain to do 
ſo any longer. Beſides I conſidered, that my cloaths and 
ſhoes would ſoon wear out, which already were in a de- 
clining condition, and mult be ſupplied by ſome contri- 
vance from the hides of ya#o0s, or other brutes ; whereby 
the whole ſecret would be known: II told my 
maſter, that in the country from e I came thoſe of 
my kind always covered: their bodies with the hairs of 
eertain animals e by art, as well for decency, as 
to 
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to avoid the inclemencies of air both hot and cold; of 
which, as to my own perſon; I would give him immedi- 
ate conviction, if he pleaſed to command me; only de · 
firing his excuſe, if I Gd not expoſe thoſe parts that na · 
ture taught us to conceal. He ſaid my urſe was all 
very ſtrange, but eſpecially the laſt part; for he could 
vot underſtand, hy nature ſhould teach us to conceal 
what nature had given: that neither himſelf nor family 
were aſnamed of any parts of their bodies; but however 
I might do as I pleaſed, Whereupon 1 firſt unbot: oned 
my coat, and pulled it off. I did the ſame with my 
waiſt · dat; I drew off my ſhoes, ſtockings, and breeches. 
I let my ſhirt down to my waiſt, and dre up the bottom, 
faſtening it like a girdle abour my middle to hide mY Nas 
kedneſs." 
+ My.maſter hence the whole RE ee with grear 
ſigas of curioſity and admiration. He took up all my 
eloaths in his paſtern, one piece after another, and ex- 
amined them diligently ; he then ſtroaked my body very 
gently, and looked round me ſeveral times, after which 
he ſaid, it was plain I mult be a perfect yah 3 but that 
I differed very much from the reſt of my ſpecies in the 
| fohnels whiteneſs, and ſmoothneſs of my ſkin, my want 
of hair in ſeveral parts of my body; the ſhape and ſhort- 
neſs of my claws behind and before, and my affectation 
of walking continually on my two hinder fert. He delired 
to ſee no more; and gave me leave to 1 on bis comb 
again, for I was ſhuddering with cold. 
I expreſſed my uneaſineſs at his . PA Glien the 
E, appellation of jabso, an odious animal, for which I had 
ſo utter an hatred and contempt; I begged he would for- 
bear applying that word to me, and take the ſame order 
in his family, and among his friends, whom he ſuffered 
io ſee me. I requeſted likewiſe, that the ſecret of my 


' . having'a falſe covering to my body might be known to 


none but hiniſelf, ax leaſt as long as my preſent cloathing 
ſnould laſt; for as to what the ſorrel nag his valet had 
6 bene his honour might command bim to conceal it. 
ALL this my maſter very graciouſly conſented to, and 
1 the ſecret was kept til my cloaths began to wear 
out, which I was forced to ſupply by ſeveral contrivances, 
F hereafter be mentioned. In the mean time he 


1 deſired 
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defired T dh go on wih my utmoſt diligence to learn 
their language, becauſe be was more aſtoniſhed at my ca- 
pacity for ſpeech and reaſon, than at the ſigore of my bo- 
dy, whether it were covered or no; adding, that he 
waited with ſome impatience to hear the enn ere 
1 promiſed to tell him. 

Fon thenceforward he doubled en be had 16 x 
It to inſtruct me; he brought me into all company, and 
made them treat me with civility, becauſe, as he told 
them privately, this would put me into good humour: and 
make me more diverting. 

Every. day, when 1 waited on Ain, beſide the 1 
be was at in teaching, he would aſt me ſeveral queſtions 
concerning myſelf, which I anſwered as well as I could; 
and by theſe means he had already received ſome general 
ideas, though very imperfect. It would be tedious to 
relate the ſeveral ſteps, by which I advanced to a more 
regular converſation: but the firſt account I gave of my- 
ſelf in any order and length, was to this purpoſe : 

Tur I came from a very far country, as 1 already had 
altempted to tell him, with about fifty more of my own 
ſpecies 3 that we ttavelled upon the ſeas in a great hol - 
low veſſel made of wobd, and larger than his 1 
houſe. | I defctibed ihe ſnip to him in the beſt terms l 
could. and explained by the help of my handkerchief diſ- 
played, bow it was driven forward by the wind. That 
upon a quarrel among us I was ſet on ſhore on this coaſt, 
where 1 walked, forward without knowing whither, till 
be delideted me from the perſecution; of thoſe execrable 
$ah195. Ie aſked, me, who made the ſhip, and how it 
was poſſible that the Houyhnhnms of my country would 
leave it to the management of brutes? My anſwer was, 
that I durſt proceed no farther in my relation, unleſs he 
vould give me his word and honour that he would not 
be offended, and then I would: tell him the wonders I 
had ſo often promiſed. He agreed; and I went on by 
aſſuring him, that the ſhip was made by creatures like 


myſelf, who in all the countries I had travelled, as well 
as in my own, were the only governing; rational ani- 
mals; and that upon my arrival hither 1 was as much 
altoniſbed to ſee the Houyhnhnms act like rational beings, 
moe r 
o 


— 2 
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ol reaſon in a creature he was pleaſed to call a yahoo; t 
which 1 owned my refemblance in every part, but 4 5 
not account for their degenerate and brutal nature. I 
ſaid farther, that if good fortune ever reſtored me to my 
native country to relate my travels hither, as I reſolved 
to do, every body would believe, that I /aid the thing 
. ewhich awas not; that I invented the ſtory out of my own 
head; and (with all poſſible reſpect to himſelf, his fami- 
ly. and friends, and under his promiſe of not being of- 
ended) our countrymen would hardly think it probable, 
that a Houyhnhom ſhould be the Sener i creature of, a 
ee ene 1 | 
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The 4 notion 18. Rn nd falſhoed. The ar- 
. thor's diſcourſe diſapproved by his maſter. | The:author 


gives a more particular account Y himſe YR and the 4.5 
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* e Beard me e with great appearances 75 un. 
eaſineſs in his countenance; becaule doubling, or 

nat believing, are ſo little known in this country, that 
the inhabitants cannot tell how-to behave themſelves un- 
der ſuch circumſtances. And I remember, in frequent 
diſcourſes with my maſter concerning the nature of man- 
hood in other parts of the world, having occaſion to talk 
of /ying and /al/e repreſentation, it was with much diffi- 
eulty that he comprehended what I meant; although he 
had otherwiſe a moſt acute judgment. For he argued 
thus: that the uſe of ſpeech was to make us underſtand 
one another, and to receive information of facts; now, 
if any one /aid the thing which vas not, theſe ends were 
_ defeated; becauſe I cannot preperly be laid to underſtand 
him; and I am ſo far from receiving information, that he 
| haves me worſe than in ignorance; for I am led to be- 
heve a think black when ĩt is white, and /hort when it is 
Fong. And theſe were all the notions he had concerning 
that faculty of Hing, ſo perfectly well underſtood, and 
founiverſally pratded, among human creatures. | 
To rewen from this digreſſion ; when I aſſerted that 
9 the 
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the abo were the only governing animals in my country, 
which my maſter ſaid was altogether paſt his conception, 
he defired to know, whether we had Houyhnhnms a- 
mong us, and what was their employment? I told him, 
we had great numbers; that in ſummer they grazed in 
the fields, and in winter were kept in houſes with hay 
and oats, where yahoo ſervants were employed to rub 
their ſlcins ſmooth, comb their manes, pick their feet, 
ſerve them with food, and make their beds. 1 under- 
ſtand you well, ſaid my maſter; it is now very plain from 
all you have ſpoken, that, whatever ſhare of reaſon the 
v@hoos pretend to, the Houyhnhnms are your maſters; 1 
heartily wiſh our yahoos would be ſo tractable. I begged 
his honour would pleaſe to excuſe me from proceeding 
any farther, becauſe I was very certain that the account 
he expected from me would be highly diſpleaſing. But 
he inſiſted in commanding me to let him know the beſt 
and the worſt ; I told him he ſhould be obeyed. I own- 
ed, that the Houyhnhnms among us, whom we called 
borſes, were the moſt generous and comely animal we 
had; that they excelied in ſtrength and ſwifineſs; and 
when they belonged to perſons of quality, were employ- 
ed in travelling, racing, or drawing chariots; they were 
treated with much kindneſs and care, till they fell into 
diſeaſes, or became foundered in the feet ; but then they 
were ſold, and uſed to all kind of drudgery, till they 
died; after which their ſkins-were ſtripped, and fold for 
what they were worth, and their bodies left to be de- 
voured by dops: and birds of prey. But the common 
race of horſes had not ſo good fortune, being kept by far - 
mers and carriers and other mean people, who put them 
to great labour, and fed them worſe. I deſcribed, as 
well as I could, our way of riding; the ſhape and uſe 
of a bridle, a-ſaddle, a ſpur, and a whip; of harneſs 
and wheels. I added, that we faſtened plates of a cer- 
tain hard ſubſtance, called iron, at the bottom of their 
feet, io preſerve their hoofs from being broken by the 
| ſtony ways, on which we often travelled. 

My maſter, after ſome expreſſions of great indignati-. 
on, wondered how we dared to venture upon a Houy- 
hahnm's back; for he was ſure, that the; weakeſt ſer- 
yant in his houſe would be able to ſhake off the ſ{iropg- 
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eſt, yahoo 5, or by lying don, and. rolling on his back». 
ſqueeſe the brute to death. I anſwered, that our horſes 


» 
. 


vere trained up from three or four years old to the ſeye- 


ral uſes we intended them for; that, if any of them pro- 


_ ved intolerably vicious, they were employed for carriages; 


that, they were ſeverely beaten, while they were Jong 
for any miſchievous tricks; that the males, deſigned for 
the common uſe of riding or draught, were generally 
caſtrated about two years after their birth to take down 

| their ſpirits and make them more tame and gentle; that 
they were indeed ſenſible of rewards and puniſhments ; 
but bis honour would pleaſe to conſider, that they had 
not the leaſt tincture of reaſon, any more than the yahoos 
in this country. inn 1 CCC 
I, put me to the pains of many circumlocutions to give 
my maſter a right idea of what I ſpoke; for their lan- 
guage doth not abound in variety of words, becauſe their 
wants. and paſſions are fewer than among us. But it is 
impoſſible to expreſs his noble reſentment at our ſavage 


| treatment of the Houyhohom race; particularly after I 


had explained the manner and uſe of caſtrating horſes a - 
mong us to hinder them from propagating their kind, and 
to render them more ſervile. He ſaid, if it were poſſible 
there could be any country, where yahoos alone were en- 
dued with reaſon, they certainly muſt be the governing 
animal, becauſe reaſon will in time always prevail againſt 
brutal ſtrength. But, conſidering the frame of our bodies, 
and eſpecially of mine, he thought no creature of equal 
bulk was ſo ill contrived for employing that reaſon in the 
common offices of life; whereupon he deſired to know, 
whether thoſe, among whom I lived, reſembled me or 
the yah995, of his country. I aſſured him, that I was as 
well ſhaped as moſt of my age: but the younger, and 
the females, were much more ſoft and tender, and the 
ſkins of the latter generally as white as milk, He ſaid, I 
differed indeed from other yahoo, being much more clean · 
ly, and not altogether ſo deformed ; but in point of real 


advantage he thought I differed for the worſe. T at my. 


nails were of no uſe either to my fore or hinder ; as 
to. my fore-feet, he could Ws property call them by that, 
name, for he never obſerved me to walk upon them; that, 


they were too ſolt to bear the ground; that I generally, 
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went with them uncovered, neither was tlie covering I 
ſometimes wore on them of the ſame ſhape, or ſo ſtrong 
as that on my feet behind. That I could not walk with 
any fecurity, for if any of my hinder- feet ſlipped, I 
muſt inevitably fall. He then began to find fault with 
other parts of my body; the flatneſs of my face, the pro- 
minence of my noſe, mine eyes placed directly in front, 
fo that I could not look on either fide without turning 
my head: that I was not able to feed myſelf without 
lifting one of my fore-feet to my mouth: and therefore 
nature had placed thoſe joints to anſwer that neceſſity, 
He knew not what could be the uſe of thoſe ſeveral 
clefts and diviſions in my feet behind; that theſe were 
too ſoft to bear the hardneſs and ſharpneſs of ſtones with- 
out a covering made from the fkin of ſome other brute; 
- that my whole body wanted a fence againſt heat and 
cold, which I was forced te put on and off every day 
with tediouſneſs and trouble. And laſtly, that he ob- 
ferved every animal in this country naturally to abhor the 
yahoos, whom the weaker avoided, and the ſtronger drove 
from them. So that, ſuppoſing us to have the gift of 
reaſon, he could not ſee how it were poſſible to cure that 
natural antipathy, which every creature diſcovered: a- 
gainft us; nor conſequently, how we eould tame and 
render them ſerviceable. However, he would (as he 
faid) debate the matter no farther, becauſe he was more 

defirous to know my own ſtory, the country where I 
was born, and the feyeral actions and events of my life 

before I came hither. . e 
ls aſſured him, how extremely deſtrous P was, that he 
ſhould be ſatisfied in every point: but I doubted mueh, 
whether it would be poſſible for me to explain myfelf on 
feveral ſubjeAs, whereof his honour could have no 
conception; becauſe I ſaw nothing in his country, to 
which I could reſemble them. That however 1 would 
do my beſt, and ſtrive to exprefs myſelf by ſimilitudes, 
humbly deſiring Ins affiſtance, when I wanted preper 
words; which he was pleaſed to promiſe me. 

1 faid, my birth was of honeſt parents io an iſſand 
called England, which was remote from this country as 
many days journey, as the ſtrongeſt of his henour's fer- 
vants could travel in the annual eourſe of the fun. ' Thar I 
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was bred a ſurgeon, whole trade it is to cure wounds and 
hurts in the body gotten by accident or violence; that 
my country was governed by a female man, whom we 
called Queen, That T left it to get riches, whereby 1 
might maintain myfelf and family when 1 ſhould return. 
That in my laſt voyape I was commander of the ſhip,:and- 
had about fifty ya ho under me, many of which died at 
ſea, and I was forced to ſupply them by ethers picked 
out from ſevetal nations. That our ſhip was twice in 
danger of being ſunk ; the firſt time by a great ſtorm, and 
the ſecond by ſtriking againſt a rock. Here my maſter 
interpoſed by aſking me, how I could perſuade ſtrangers 
out of different countries to venture with me, after the 
ſoſſes I had ſuſtained; and the hazards I had run. I faid, 
they were fellows of deſperate fortunes, forced to fly 
from the places of their birth on account of. their pover- 
ty or their crimes. Some were undone by law- ſuits; o- 
thers ſpent all they had in drinking, whoring, and gam- 
ing; others fled for treaſon; many for murder, theft, 
poiſoning, robbery, 'perjurg; forgery; coining falſe mo- 
ney, for committing" rapes,” or ſodomy, for flying from: 
their colours, or deſerting to the enemy, and molt! of 
them had broken priſon ; none of theſe durſt return to 
their native countries for fear of being hanged, or ß 
ſtarving in a jail; 'and therefore they were under a ne- 
ceſſity of ſeeking a livelihood in other places. 
Dun iv this diſcourſe, my maſter was pleaſed to inter- 
rupt me ſeveral times; 1 had made uſe of many circum- 
locutions in deſeribing to him the nature of the ſeveral 
crimes; for which moſt of our crew had been forced: to 
fly their country. This labour took up feveral days con- 
verlation, before he was able to comprehend me. He 
was wholly at à loſs to know, what could be the uſe of _ 
neceſſity of practiſing thoſe vices. To clear up which, E 
endeavoured to give him ſome ideas of the deſire of 
power and riches; of the terrible effects of luſt, intempe- 
rance, malice, and envy. All this I was forced to define 
and deſeribe by patting-caſes, and mäking ſuppoſitions. - 
After which, like one whoſe imagination was ſtruck with _ 
ſomething never ſeen or heard of before, he would life 
up his eyes with amazement and indignation. Power, go# 
veriment, war, law, puniſhment, and a thouſand oY | 
W Ft 5 4 things 
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things had no terms, wherein that language could reſi 
them; which made the difficulty almoſt — to 
give my maſter any conception of hat I meant. But 
being of an excellent underſtanding, much improved by 
contemplation and converſe, he at laſt arrived at a com- 
petent knowledge of what human nature in our parts of 
_ the world is capable to perform, and deſired I would 
give him ſome particular account of that land, which we 
call — bor N of mn own airmen od N LY 5 


CHAP. v. ; 4 4 


| The Fr iſ 4 7 taes 4 2 . him 5 the 
ate of England. The cauſes of war among the prince: 
 - of © Europe. . SHORT dee a ab ho Eng/ifh 
Ons: 9/207 14 
"TT H E nenden may eaſe to + IRE that the follow- 
Jing extract of many converſations I had with my 
\maſter; contains a ſummary of the molt material points, 
which were diſeourſed at ſeveral times for above two 
years; his/honour often defiring fuller ſatisfaction, as 1 
fanber improved in the Houybnhnm tongue. I laid be- 
fore him, as well as I could, the whole ſtate of Europe; 
I diſoourſed of trade and manufactures, of arts and ſcien- 
ees; and the anſwers I gave to all the queſtions he made 
as they aroſe upon ſeveral ſubjects, were a fund of con- 


verſation not to be exhauſted. But 1 ſhall here only ſet 


down the ſubſtance of what paſſed between us concerning 
my own country, reducing} it into order as well I can, 
without any regard to time or other circumſtances, while 
I ſtrictly adhere to truth. My only concern is, that I 
ſhall hardly be able to do juſtice to my maſter's argu- 
ments and expreſſions, which muſt needs ſuffer. by my 
Want of capacity, as well as by a tranſlations into our bar- 
barous Engliſh, ::; - 

- In obedience. ee to his e s 11 
related to him the revolution under the Prince of Orange; 
the long war with France. entered into by the ſaid Prince, 
and renewed, by his ſucceſſor the preſent Queen, der 
the one powers of Chriſtendom were engaged, wow 
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which ſtill continued: I computed, at his requeſt, that 
about a million of yahoor might have been killed in the 
whole progreſs of it; and perhaps a hundred or more ci- 
ties taken, and five times as many ſhips burnt or ſunk. 

He aſlced me, what were the uſual cauſes or motives 
that made one country go to war with another. I an- 
ſwered they were innumerable; but I ſhould only men- 
tion a few of the chief. Sometimes the ambition of Prin 
ces, who never thin they have land or people enough 
to govern. Sometimes the corruption of miniſters, who 
engage their maſter in a war in order to ſtifle or divert 
the clamour of the ſubjects againſt their eit adminiſtra- — 
tion. Difference in opinions hath coſt many millions of 


| lives; for inſtance, whether fe/þ be brgad, or bread be 
| fleſh; whether the juice of a certain berry. be blood or 
| inen; whether hi/ſling-be a vice or a virtue ; 'whes 


ther it be better to 4% a pet, or throw it into the firef ; 
what is the beſt colour for a caat, whether back; white, 
red, or grey; and whether it ſhould be lang or ſhort, nar- 
rom or wide, dirty or clean, with many more *. Neither 
are any wars ſo furious and bloody, or of ſo long con- 
tinuance, as thoſe occafioned by difference in opinion, 
eſpecially if it be in things indifferent. e 
SOMETIMES the quarrel between two Princes is to de- 
cide, which of them ſhall diſpoſſeſs a third of his domini- 
ons, where neither of them pretend to any right. Some- 
times one Prince quarrelleth with another, for fear the 
other ſhould quarrel with him. Sometimes a war is en- 
tered upon becauſe the enemy is too ſreng; and ſome- 
times becauſe he is too ea. Sometimes our neigh- 
bours want the things which we have, or have the things 
which we want; and we both fight, till they take ours, 
© or give us theirs. It 1s a very juſtifiable cauſe of a war, 
to invade a country after the people have been waſted by 
famine, deſtroyed by peſtilence, or embroiled by factions 
among themſelves. It is juſtifiable to enter into a war a- 
gainſt our neareſt ally, when one of his towns lie conve- 
nient for,us, or a territory of land, that would render our 
| EI ES ; daaominions 
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dominions round and compact. If a Prince ſends forces 
into a hatiom, where the. people are poor and ignorant, 
be may lawfully, put half of them to death, and make 
ſlaves of the reſty in order to civilize and reduce them 
from heir barbargus way of living. It is a very kingly, 
hHondourable, and frequent practice, when one Erince de- 
| fires the aſſiſtance pf another to ſecure him againſt an in- 
Vaſſon, that the aſſiſtant, when he hath driven out the 
invader, ſhould ſeize on the dominions himſelf, and kill, 
impriſon, or baniſh the Prince he came to rclieye. Alli- 
ance by blood, or marriage, is a frequent cauſe of war 
between Princes; and the nearer, the kindred is, the 
greater is their diſpoſition to quarrel :- poor nations are 
hungry; and rich nations are proud 5 and pride and hun- 
ger, will ever be at variance. For theſe. reaſons, the 
trade of a ſoldier is held the moſt honourable of all o- 
thers; becauſe a ſoldier is a yahoo hired to kill in cold 
blood as many of his own ſpecies, who have never of- 
tended him, as poſſibly he can. 

THERE is likewiſe a kind of beggarly princes in Eu- 
6 rope, not able to make war by themſelves, who hire out 
their troops to richer nations, for ſo much a day to each 
man; of which they keep three fourths to themſclves, 
and it is the beſt part of their maintenance; ; ſuch are 
thoſe in many northern parts of Europe. 
What you have told me (ſaid my maller) upon the 
ſabje& of war, does indeed diſcover molt admirably the 
effects of that reaſon you pretend to: however it is hap- 
py that the ſhame is greater than the danger ; and that 
nature hath left you utterly iacapable of doing much mil- 
chief, - For, your mouths lying flat with your ſaces, you 
can hardly bite each other to any purpoſe, unleſs by con- 
ſent. Then as to the claws upon your feet before and 
behind, they are ſo ſhort and tender, that one of our ya- 

hoos would drive a dozen of yours before him. And 
therefore in recounting the numbers of thoſe who have 
been killed in battle, I cannot but think you hare faid 
the thing which is not. | | 

I could not forbear ſhaking my head, and ſwiliag a 
little at his ignorance. And being no ſtranger to the art 
of war, I gave him a deſcription of cannons, culyerins, 


Muſquets, carabines, en, ets, powder, . ſwords, 
bayonets, 
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bayonets, battles; lieges, retreats; e undermines, 
countermines, bombardments, ſea-ſights, ſhips ſunk with 
a thouſand men, twenty thouſand killed on each fide, 
dying groans, limbs flying in the air, ſmoke, noiſe, con- 
fuſion, trampling to death under horſes feet; flight, pur- 
ſuit, victory; fields ſtrewed with carcaſcs, left for food to 
dogs and wolves, and birds of prey; plundering, ſtripping, 
raviſhing, burning and deſtroying. And to ſet forth the 
valour of my own dear countrymen, I aſſured. him, that- 
1.had ſeen them blow up a hundred enemies at once in a 
ſiege, and as many in a ſhip; and beheld the dead bodies 
drop down in. pieces from the clouds, to the great diver- 
ſion of the ſpectators“. | 
Il was going on to more particulars, when my maſter 
commanded me ſilence. He ſaid, whoever underſtood 
the nature of ah, might eaſily believe. i it poſſible for ſo 
vile an animal to be- capable of every action I had named, 
if their ſtrength and cunning equalled their malice. But 
as my diſcourſe had increaſed his abhorrence of the whole 
ſpecies, ſo he found? it gaye py a diſturbance in his mind, 
| | 4 to 


| ®* It would 5 be impoſſible, by the 1550 . ar- 
gument or forcible eloquence, to, ſhew the abſurd injuſtice and 
| horrid cruelty of war ſo eff. ctually, as by this ſimple exhibition 
of them in a new light. With war, including every ſpecies of 
iniquity and every art of deſtruction, we become familiar by 
qdogrees, under ſpecious ternis, which are ſeldom examined, be- 
c-uſe they are learned at an age, in which. the mind implicitly 
reccives and retains whatever is impreſt. Thus it happens, 
that when one wan murders. another to gtatify his luſt, we 
Thudder ; but when one man murders a million to pratify lis 
vanity, we approve and we admire, we envy and we applaud. 

If, when this and the preceeding pages. are read, we diſcover 
«with aſtoniſhment; that when the ſame events have oc 
. hiſtory, we felt no emotion, aud acquicſced in wars whi 
could not but know to have been commenced for ſuc cauſes, 
and carried on by ſuch means; let not him be cenſur 
much debaſing his ſpecies, who las contributed to their felie ty 
and preſervation, by fripping- off the veil of cuſtoy 
yudiee, and” holdiag up, in*their native deformity, the viccs by 
which they become wretched, and the arts by Which they ate 
E Hawke,.. _ 5 


„ 


% 


* 


250 % GE fry,” 
to which he was wholly a ſtranger before. He thought 
his ears, being uſed to ſuch abominable words, might 
by degrees admit them with leſs deteſtation. That al- 
tho! he hated the yahoos of this country, yet he no more 
blamed them for their odious qualities, than he did a 
gnnayh (a bird of prey) for its cruelty, or a ſharp ſtone 
for cutting his hoof, But when a creature, pretending 
to reaſon, could be capable of ſuch enormities, he dread- 
ed, left the corruption of that faculty might be worſe 
than brutality itſelf. He ſeemed therefore cofifident, 
that inſtead of reafon we were only poſſeſſed of ſome 
quality fitted to increafe our natural vices; as the refle- 
ction from a troubled ſtream returns the image of an ill- 
ſhapen body not only larger but more di/torted. 
He added; that he had heard too much upon the ſub- 
ject of war, both in this and iome former diſcourſes, 
There was another point, which a little perplexed him 
at preſent. I had informed him, that ſome of our crew 
left their country on account of being ruined by la; that 
1 had already explained the meaning of the word; but 
he was at a loſs how it ſhould come to pals, that the Jau, 
which was intended for every man's preſervation, ſhould 
be any man's ruin. Therefore he deſired to be farther 
fatisfied what I meant by lau, and the diſpenſers there- 
of, according to the preſent practice in my own country: 
becauſe he thought nature and reaſon were ſufficient 
guides for a reaſonable animal, as we pretended to be, 
in ſhewing us what we ought to do, and what to avoid. 
I aſſured his honour, that /aw was a ſcience, in which 
I had not much converſed, further than by employing ad- 
vocates in vain upon ſome injuſtices that had been done 
me; however I would give him all the ſatisfaction I was 
able. ; | 5 40 
I ſaid, there was a ſociety of men among us bred up 
from their youth in the art of proving by words multipli- 
ed for the purpoſe, that white is black, and black is white, 
according as they are paid“. To this ſociety all the reſt 
of the people are ſlaves, For example, if my neigh- 
WS) 1; | — „ dbour 


* As in every cauſe counſel are feed on both ſides, it can- 
not be pretended, that this account is much exaggerated. 
' Hawhe/. : | 
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bour hath a mind to my cou, he hires a lauer to prove 


that he ought to have my cou from me. 1 muſt then 


hire another to defend my right, it being againſt all rules 
of lam, that any man ſhould be allowed to ſpeak for 


_ himſelf. Now in this caſe J, who am the right owner, 


lie under two great diſadvantages; fir ft, my /awyer, be- 
ing praiſed almoſt from his cradle in defending falſhogd, 


zs quite out of his element when he would be an advo- 


cate for juſtice, which is an unnatural office he always 
attempts with great aukwardneſs, if not with ill-will. 
The /econd diſadvantage is, that my lawyer mult proceed 
with. great caution, or elſe he will be reprimanded by the 


| Judger, and-abhorred by his brethren as one that would 


leflen the practice of the /aw. And therefore I have 
but two methods to preſerve my cow. The firlt is, to 
gain over my adverſary's /awyer with a double fee ; who 
will then betray his client by inſinuating, that he hath 
juſtice on his fide. The ſecond. way is, for my lawyer 
to make my cauſe appear as unjuſf as he can by allowing 


the cow to belong to my adverlary; and this, if it be 


ſicilfully done, will certainly beſpeak the favour of the 
bench. Now your honour is to know, that theſe judges 
are perſons appointed to decide all controverſies of pro- 
perty, as well as for the trial of. criminals, and picked 
out from the moſt dextrous lawyers who are grown old 
or lazy and having been biaſſed all their lives againſt 
truth and equity, lie under ſuch a fatal neceſſity of fa- 
youring fraud, . perjury, and oppreſſion, that I have 
known ſome of them refuſe a large bribe from the ſide 
where juſtice lay, rather than injure the faculty by doing 


any thing unbecoming their nature or their office. 


Ir is a maxim amoog theſe lawyers, that whatever hath 
been done before, may legally be done again: and there- 
fare they take ſpecial care to record all the deciſions for- 
merly made againſt common juſtice, and the general 


| reaſon of mankind. Theſe, under the name of precedents, 
they produce as authorities to juſtify the moſt iniquitous 
opinions, and the judges never fail of directing accord- 


ingly. 5 | 

_ In pleading they ſtudiouſly avoid entering into the ne- 

ritt of the cauſe; but are loud, violent, and tedious, in 

dwelling upon all circumſtances which are not to the pur- 
ds 72 NY pole. 
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poſe. For inſtance, in the caſe alteady mentioned: they 
never deſire to know what claim or title my adverſary 
hath to my cow ; but whether the ſaid cow were red or 
black; her horns long or ſhort ; whether the field k 
graze her in be round or ſquare; whether ſhe was milked | 
at home or abroad; what diſcaſes the is ſubject to, and 
the like; after which they conſult precedents, adjourn the 
cauſe from time to time, and 1 in ten, eue or Murry 
years come to an iſſue, © 

IT is likewiſe to'be obſerved, that this' weber hath a 
peculiar cant and jargon of their own, that no other mor- 
tal can underſtand, and wherein all their Jaws are vrit - 
ten, which they take ſpecial care to multiply; whereby 
they have wholly confounded the very eſſence of truth 
and falſnood, of right and wrong; ſo that it will take 
thirty years to decide, whether the ſield left me by my 
anceſtors for ſix generations belongs to me or to a ſtran- 
ger three hundred miles off. 25 

Is the trial of perſons accuſed for crimes | at the- 
tate; the method is much more ſhort and commendable: 
the judge firſt ſends to ſound the diſpoſition of thoſe in 
power, after which he can eaſily hang or fave a criminal, 
ſtrictly preſerving all due forms of /aw. s 

He RE my maſter interpoſing, ſaid, it was a pity, that 
creatures endued with ſuch prodigious abilities of mind, 
- as theſe Iaauyers by the deſcription I gave of them muſt | 
certainly be, were not rather encouraged to be inſtructors 
of others in wiſdom and knowledge. In anſwer to which 
J affured his honovr, that in all points out of their own 
trade they. were uſually the moſt ignorant and ſtupid ge- 
neration among us, the molt deſpicable in common con- 
verſation, avowed enemies to all knowledge and learning, 
and equally diſpoſed to pervert the general Treaſon of 
mankind in every other ſubject of difcourle a as in n that of 
their own al ayer þ 
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CHAP. VI. 


A.continuation of the ſlate of England under Queen Anne. 
The character of a firſt miniſter of ſlate in European 

' Courts. 7s | 
K maſter was yet wholly at a loſs to underſtand 
V$ what motives could incite this race of layer, to 
perplex, diſquiet, and weary themſelves, and engage in a 
canfederacy of injuſtice, merely for the fake of injuring 
their fellow animals; neither could he comprehend what 
I meant in ſaying they did it for Hire. Whereupon I 
was at much pains to deſcribe to him the uſe of aney, 
the materials it was made of, and the value of the me- 
tals; that when a yahoo had got a great ſtore of this pre- 
cious ſubſtance; he was able to purchaſe whatever he had 
a mind to, the fineſt clothing, the nobleſt houſes, great 
tracts of land, the moſt coſtly meats and drinks; and have 
his choice of the moſt beautiful females. Therefore, 
ſince aney alone was able to perform all theſe feats, our 
yahoos thought they could never have enough of it to 
ſpend, or to fave, as they found themſelves inclined from 
their natural bent either to profuſion or avarice. That 
the rich man enjoyed the fruit of the poor man's labour, 
and the latter were a thouſand to one in proportion to 
the former. That the bulk of our people were forced to 
live miſerably, by labouring every day for ſmall wages, 
to make a few live plentifully. I enlarged myſelf much 
on theſe and many other, particulars to the ſame pur- 
poſe : but his honour was (till to ſeek ; ſor he went up- 
on a ſuppoſition, that all animals had a title to their 
ſhare in the productions of the earth, and eſpecially thoſe 
who preſided over the reſt. Therefore he deſired I 
would let him know what theſe coſtly meats were, and 
how any of us happened to want them. Whereupon I 
enumerated as many forts as came into my head, with 
the various methods of dreſſing them, which could not be 
done without ſending veſſels by ſea to every part of the 
world, as well for liquors to drink, as for ſauces, and 
innumerable other conveniencies. 1 aſſured him that 
| 1 3 Et 
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this whole globe of earth muſt be at leaſt three times 
gone round, before one of our better female yahoos could 


get her breakfaſt or a cup to put it in. He ſaid, that 
muſt needs be a miſerable country, which cannot furniſh 


food for its own inhabitants. But what he chiefly won- 


dered at was, how ſuch vaſt tracts of ground, as I de- 


ſcribed, ſhould be wholly without f-e/þ water, and the 
people put to the neceſſity of ſending over the ſea for 
drink. I replied, that England (the dear place of my 
nativity) was computed to produce three times the quan- 
tity of food, more than its inhabitants are able to con- 
ſume, as well as liquors extracted from grain, or preſſed 
out of the fruit of certain trees, which made excellent 
drink; and the ſame proportion in every other conveni- 
ence of life. But in order to feed the luxury and intem- 
perance of the males, and the vanity of the females, we 
ſent away the greateſt part of our neceſſary things to o- 
ther countries, from whence we in return brought the 
materials of diſcaſes, folly, and vice, to ſpend among 
ourſelves. Hence it follows of neceſſity, that vaſt num- 
bers of our people are compelled to ſeek their livelihood 
by begging, robbing, ſtealing, cheating, pimping, flat- 
tering, ſuborning, forſwearing, forging, gaming, lying, 
fawning, hectoring, voting, ſcribling, ſtar-gazing, poi- 


ſoning, whoring, canting, libelling, free-thinking, and 


the like occupations : every one of which terms I was at 
much pains to make him underſtand. 

T#rar wine was not imported among us from en 
countries to ſupply the want of water, or other drinks, 
but becauſe it was a ſort of liquid, which made us merry 


by putting us out of our ſenſes, diverted all melancholy 


thoughts, begat wild extravagant imaginations in the 
brain, raiſed our hopes, and baniſhed our fears ; ſuſpend- 
ed every office of reaſon for a time, and deprived us of 
the uſe of our limbs, till we fell into a profound ſleep; 
altho', it mult be confeſſed, that we always awaked ſick 
and diſpirited; and that the uſe of this liquor filled us 


with diſeaſes, which made our lives uncomfortable and 
mort“. 


2 This account cxcites ideas of eie very different 


from thoſe which are <onceived under the terms by. v hich it is 
* expte ſſed. Ha 88 
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Bur beſide all this, the bulk of our people ſupported. 
themſelves by furniſhing the neceſſities or conveniencies 
of life to the rich, and to each other. For inſtance, when 
I am at home, and drefſed as T:ought to be, I carry on 
my body the 'workmanfhip' of an hundred tradeſmen; 
the building and furniture of my houſe employ as many 
more, and five times the number to adorn my wife. © 
I was going on to tell him of another fort of people, 
who get their livelihood by attending the ſick, having up- 
on ſome occaſions informed his honour, that many of my 
crew had died of diſeaſes. But here it was: with the ut- 
moſt difficulty, that I brought him to apprehend what I 
meant. He could eaſily conceive,” that a Houybnhom 
grew weak-and heavy a few days before his death, or by 
ſome accident might hurt a limb: but that nature, Who 
works all things to perfection, ſhould ſuffer any pains to 
breed in our bodies, he thought impoſſible, and deſired 
to know the reafon of ſo unaccountable an evil. I told 
him, we fed on a thouſand things, which operated con- 
trary to each other; that we eat when we are not hun- 
gry, and drank without the provocation of thirit ; that 
we ſat whole nights drinking ſtrong liquors without eat · 
ing a bit, which diſpoſed us to ſloth, enflamed our bo- 
dies, and precipitated or prevented digeſtion. That pro- 
ſtitute female yahzor acquired a certain malady, which 
bred rottenneſs in the bones of thoſe who fell into their 
embraces; that this and many other diſeaſes were pro- 
pagated from father to ſon; ſo that great numbers come 
into the world with complicated maladies upon them: 
that it would be endleſs to give him a catalogue of all 
diſeaſes incident to human bodies; for they could not be 
fewer than five or ſx hundred ſpread over every limb and 
joint; in ſhort, every part, external and inteſtine, having 
diſeaſes appropriated to itſelfl. To remedy which there 
was a ſort of people bred up among us in the profeſhon, 
or pretence, of curing the fick. And becauſe 1 "had ſome 
{kill in the faculty, 1 would in gratitude to his honour let 
him know the whole myſtery 14 method, by which they 
proceed. 
TEIR en 8, Hon al diſcaſes ale e 
Pletion; from whence they conclude, that a great evacu> 
e of the body is 3 thro? the. natural paſ- 
| - ſage, 
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ſage, or upwards at the mouth Their next baſiaeſs is 
from herbs,” minerals, gums, oils, ſhells, ſalts, juices, 
ſea-weed, excrements, barks of trees, ſerpents, toads, 
frogs, ſpiders, dead meus fleſni and bones, birds, beaſts, 
and fiſhes, to form a oompoſition for ſmell and taſte the 
molt abominable, nauſeous, and deteſtable, they can poſ- 


ſibly contrive, which the ſtomach immediately rejects 


with loathing; and this they call a vomit : or elſe from 
the ſame ſtore · houſe, with ſome other poiſonous additi- 
ons, they command us to take in at the orifice above or 
below (juſt as the phyſician then happens to be diſpo- 

ſed) a medicine equally annoying and diſguſtful to the 
bowels; which relaxing the belly, drives down all before 


it; and this they call a purge or a clyſter. For nature (as 


the phyſicians alledge) having intended the ſuperior an- 
terior orifice only for the intromiſſun of ſolids and liquids, 
and the inferior poſterior for ejection; theſe artiſts inge- 
niouſly conſidering that in all diſeaſes nature is forced out 
of her ſcat, therefore to replace her in it, the body muſt 
be treated in a manner directly contrary, by interchang- 
ing the uſe of each orifice ; forcing ſolids and liquids in at 
the anus, and making evacuations at the mouth, . 
Bur beſides real diſeaſes, we are ſubje& to many that 
are only imaginary, for which the phyſicians have invent- 
ed imaginary cures z theſe have their ſeveral names, and 
ſo have the drugs that are proper for them ; and with theſe 
our female aboos are always infeſted. 

Ox x great excellency in this tribe is their {kill at pro- 

gnoſtics, wherein wee ſeldom fail; their predictions in 
rink diſcaſes, where they riſe to any degree of maligni- 
ty, generally portending death, which is always in their 
power, when recovery is not: and therefore upon any un- 
expected ſigus of amendment after they have pronounced 
their ſentence, rather than be accuſed as falſe prophets, 
they know how to 1 their ny to the world by 
a ſeaſonable doſe. 

- Turvare likewiſe of [IP uſe to huſbands ood wives, 
who are grown weary of their mates ; to eldeſt ſons, to 
great miniſters of ſtate, and often to princes. 

I had formerly upon occaſion diſcourſed with my ma- 
ſter upon the nature of government in general, and par- 
Ow" of our own excellent — deſervedly the 
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confirmed with an oath ; after which every wiſe man re- 
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ices, and gives over all hopes. 
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with the ſpoils of the nation. 
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force of dexterity and impudence, arrive through ſeveral 


gradations. to be ſucceſſors to their lord. 


7 . 


H is uſually governed by a decayed wench, or fa- 
vourite footman, who are the tunnels through which all 
graces are conveyed, and may properly be called, in the 
laſt reſort, the governors of the kingdom. One day in 
_ diſcourſe my maſter, having heard me mention the x41. 
lin of my country, was pleaſed to make me a compli. 
ment, which I could not pretend to deſerve : that he was 
ſure, I muſt have been, born of ſome noble family, be- 
cauſe I far exceeded in ſhape, colour and cleanlineſs all 
the yahoos of his nation, although I ſeemed. to fail in 
ſtrength and agility, which muſt be imputed to my diffe- 
rent way of living from thoſe other brutes ; and beſides, 
I was not only endued with the faculty of ſpeech, but 
likewiſe: with ſome rudiments of reaſon, to a degree, that 
with all his acquaintance I paſſed for a prodigy. 
. Ht made me obſerve, that among the Houyhnhnms, 
the white, the ſorrel, and the iron. grey, were not ſo 
exactly ſhaped as the bay, the dapple grey, and the blaci; 
nor born with equal talents of mind, or a capacity to im- 
prove them; and therefore continued always in the con- 
dition of ſervants, without ever aſpiring to match out of 
their own race, which in that country would be reckon- 


ed monſtrous and unnatural. —_ a RE AO 
- made his honour my moſt humble acknowledgments 
for the good opinion he was pleaſed to conceive of me; 
but aſſured him at the ſame time, that my birth was of 
the lower ſort, having been born of plain honeſt parents, 
who were juſt able to give me a tolerable education: that 
nobility among us was altogether a different thing from 
the idea he had of it; that-our young noblemen are bred 
from their childhood in idleneſs and luxury; that as ſoon 
as years will permit, they conſume their vigonr, and con- 
tract odious diſeaſes among lewd females ; and when their 
fortunes, are almoſt ruined, they marry ſome woman of 
mean birth, diſagreeable perſon, and unſound conſtituti 
on, merely for the ſake of money, whom they hate and 
deſpiſe. That the productions of ſuch. marriages are ge- 
nerally ſcrophulous, ricketty, or deformed children; b) 
which means the family ſeldom continues above three 
generations, unleſs the wife takes care to provide es 


* 
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thy father among her neighbours or domeſtics in order to 


improve and continue the breed. That a weak diſeaſed 
body, 2 meagre countenance, and ſallow complexion, art 


the true, marks of noble blood ; and a healthy robuſt ap- 
pearance is ſo diſgraceful in a man of quality, that the 
world concludes his real father to have been à groom, or 


a caachman. The imperfections of his mind rum parallel 
with thoſe of bis body, being a compoſition of ſpleen, 


* k 


dulneſs, ignorance, caprice, ſenſuality, and pride. 
WiIruour the conſent of this illuſtrious body no law 
can be enacted, repealed, or altered; and thefe nobles 
have likewiſe the deciſions of all our poſſeſſions, without 
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The author's great love of his native country. His ma- 
 frer's obſervations upon the conflitution and admini- 

tration of England, as deſcribed by the author, with 
parallel cafes and compariſons. His maſier*s obſerva- 


Hons upon human nature. 


HE reader may be diſpoſed to wonder, how 1 

could prevail on myſelf to give ſo free a repreſen- 
tation of my own ſpecies among a race, of mortals, who 
are already too apt to conceive the vileſt opinion of hu- 
man kind from that entire congruity betwixt me and their 
yahoos. But I mult freely confeſs, that the many virtues 
of thoſe excellent quadrupedt, placed in oppolite view to 
human corruptions, had ſo far opened my eyes, and en- 
larged my underſtanding, that I began to view the acti- 
ons and paſhons of man in a very different light; and to 
think the honour of my own kind not worth managing ; 
which beſides it was impoſſible for me to do before a per- 
ſon of ſo acute a judgment as my maſter, who daily con- 
vinced me of a thouſand faults in myſelf, whereof I had 
not the leaſt perception before, and which with us would 
never be numbered even among human infirmities, I had 
likewiſe learned from his example an utter deteſtation of 


all falſhood or diſguiſe; and truth appeared fo amiable 


10. me, that I determined upon facrificing every thing to 
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L r me deal ſo candidly with the reader as to confeſs 
that there was yet a much ſtronger motive for the free- 
dom I took in my repreſentation of things. I had not 
been a year in this country, before 1 contracted ſuch a 
love and veneration for the inhabitants, that T entered 
on a firm reſolation hever to returo'to 'bilthay Kind, but 
to paſs the reſt of my life among theſe admirable Houy- 
huhnms in the contemplation and practice of every virtue; 
where I. could have no example or incitement to vice. 
But it was decreed by fortune, my perpetual enemy, that 
ſo great a felicity ſhould not fall to my ſhare. However 
it is now ſome comfort to reflect, that in what I ſaid of 
my countrymen, I extenuated their faults as much as I 
durſt before ſo ſtrict an examiner ; and upon every article 
gave as ſavourable a turn, as the 1 atter would bear, 
For indeed who is there alive, that will not be ſwayed by 
his biaſs and partiality to the place of his bitt? 

I have related the ſubſtance of ſeveral converſations 1 
had with my maſter, during the greateſt part of the time 1 
had the honour to be in his ſervice; but have indeed for 
brevity's ſake omitted much more than is here ſet down, 

WHEN I had anſwered all his queſtions, and his curio- 
ſity ſeemed to be fully ſatisfied ; he ſent for me one 

morning early, and commanding me to fit down at ſome 
diſtance (an honour which he had never before conferred 
upon me) he ſaid, he had been very ſeriouſly conſidering 
my whole ſtory as far as it related both to myſelf and my 
country: that he looked upon us as a fort of animals, to 
whoſe ſhare, by what accident he could nor conjecture, 
fome ſmall pittance of reaſon had fallen, whereof we 
made no other uſe, than by its aſſiſtance to aggravate our 
natural corruptions, and to acquire new ones, which na- 
ture had not given us: that we diſarmed ourſelves of 


* 


the few abilities ſhe had beſtowed; had been very ſuc- 


ceſsful in multiplying our original wants, and ſeemed to 
ſpend our whole lives in vain endeavours to ſupply them 
by our own inventions. That as to myſelf it was mani- 
feſt, I had neither the ſtrength or agility of a common 
\ yahoo ; that I walked infirmly on my hinder feet; had 
found out a contrivance to make my claws of no ſe or 


defence, and to remove the hair from my _ which 
f was 


-_ 
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then would enſue ſuch a battle as I had deſcribed, with 
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was intended as a ſhelter from the ſun and the weather. 


Laſtly, That I could neither run with ſpeed, nor climb. 
trees like my brethren (as he called them) the yahoos in 


. 


Tua r our inſtitutions of . government and law were. 
_ plainly owing to our groſs defects in reqſon, and by con- 
ſequence in virtue: becauſe reaſon. alone is ſufficient to 


govern a rational creature ; which was therefore a cha- 


_ rafter we had no pretence to challenge, even from the 


account I had given of my own people: altho he mani - 
feſtly perceived, that in order to favour them I had con- 


was neil. | 


| Hz was the more confirmed in this opinion, becauſe 


he obſerved, that as I agreed in eyery feature of my bo- 
dy with other yahoos, except where it was to my real 
diſadvantage, in point of ſtrength, ſpeed, and activity, 


the ſhortneſs of my claws and ſome other 2 | 
entation 1 
had given him of our lives, our manners and our actione, 


he found as near a reſemblance in the diſpoſition of our. 


where nature had no part; ſo from the repre 


minds. He ſaid the yahoor were known to hate one ano- 
ther, more than they did any different ſpecies of animals; 
and the. reaſon uſually aſſigned was, the odiouſneſs of 
their own ſhapes, which all could ſee in the reſt but not 
in themſelves. le had therefore begun to think it not 
unwiſe in us to cover our bodies, and by that invention 
conceal many of our deformities from each other, which 
would elſe be hardly ſupportable. But he now found he 


had been miſtaken, and that the diſſenſions of thoſe brutes 


© 


cealed many particulars, and often ſaid the thing which 
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in his country were owing to the ſame cauſe with ours, 


as I had deſcribed them. For if aid he) you throw 
five yaboas as much food as would be ſufficient for 


ſifry, they will inſtead of cating peaceably, fall together 
by the ears, each ſingle one impatient to have all to-it- 


ſelf; and therefore a ſervant was ufually employed to 


ſtand by, while they were feeding abroad, and thoſe 
kept at home were tied at a diſtance from each other; 
that if a cow died of age or accident, before a Houy- 


hnhum could ſecure it for his own ah297, thoſe in the 


neighbourhood would come in herds. to ſeize it, and 


Z ter- 


RR * 8 5 
. 5 . N Nr 1 * , — 
8 815 : 

N " 2h * — 
7 Biz 


— 


200. AVC AT 267 IOW. 
terrible wounds made by their claws on both ſides, altho* 
they ſeldom were able to kill one another for want of ſuch 
convenient inſtruments of death, as we had invented. At 
other times the like battles have been fought between the 
yahs9s of ſeveral neighbourhoods, without any viſible 
cauſe : thoſe of one diſtrict watching all opportunities to 
ſurpriſe the next, before they are prepared. But, if they 
ſind their project hath miſcarried, they return home, and 
for want of enemies, engage in what J call a civil war a- 
E 599 THe 75 OP DSD Tn 
Tur in ſome fields of bis country there are-certain 
ſhining flones of ſeveral colours, whereof the yahoor are 
"violently fond; and when part of theſe tones is fixed in 
the earth, as it ſometimes happeneth, they will dig with 
their claws for whole days to get them out; then carry 
them away, and hide them by heaps in their kennels; 
but ſtill looking round with great caution for fear their 
comrades ſhould ſind out their treaſure+ My maſter ſaid, 
he could never diſcover the reaſon of this unnatural ap- 
petite, or how theſe ſtones could be of any uſe to a 54 
55e; but now he believed it might proceed from the 
ſame principle of avarice, which I had aſcribed to man- 
kind: that he had once, by way of experiment, private · 
ly removed a heap. of theſe ſſonest from the place where 
one of his yahoo had buried it: whereupon: the ſordid 
animal, miſſing his treaſure, by his loud lamenting brought 
the whole herd to the place, there miſerably howled, 
then fell to biting and tearing the reſt; began to pine a- 
Way, would neither eat, nor fleep, nor work, till he or- 
dered a ſervant privately- to convey the toner into the 
ſame hole, and hide them as before; which when his 
yahro had found, he preſently recovered his ſpirits and 
good humour, but took care to remove them to a better 
hiding place, and hath ever ſince been a'very ſerviceable 


brare'®, ©, | i BE e URS ee Ft; 
Mx maſter farther aſſured me, which I alſo'obſerved 
myſelf, that in the ſields where the ſhining ſtones abound, 
the ſierceſt and moſt frequent battles are fought, occaſi - 
oned by perpetual inroads of the neighbouring yahoos, 


Nothing can be ſaid to make avarice a greater reproach to 


Es 5 2 me kind, cx: ept that it is a vice which this deſcription will not 
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| He. faid, it was common, when two yab5e; diſcovered 
dach a tone in a field, and were contending which of them 
ſhould be the proprietor, a third would take the advan- 
| tage, and carry it away from them both; which my ma- 
| 'ſter_ would needs contend to have ſome kind of reſem- 
blance with our ſuits at lau: wherein. 1 thought it for 
our credit not to undeceive him; ſince the deciſion he 
mentioned was much more equitable than many dectees 
among us: becauſe the plaintiff and defeadant there loſt 
nothing beside the {one they contended for, whereas our 
courts 'of eguiſy would never have diſmiſſed the . 
while either of them had any thing left. 
Mx maſter continuing his diſcourſe ſaid, there was no- 
thing that tendered the abo more odious, than their un- 
diſtinguiſhing appetite to devour every thing that came 
in their. way, whether herbs, roots, berries, the corrup- 
ted fleſn of animals, or all mingled together: and it was 
peculiar in their temper, that they were fonder of what 
they could get by rapine or ſtealth at a greater diſtancc, 
than much better food provided for them at home. If 
their prey held out, they would eat till they were rea - 
dy to burſt, after which nature had pointed out to tbem 
a certain roof & ve chem a general evacuation. 
Tutgak was E roat very juicy but 
flamewhat. rate and difficult to be found, which. the ya- - 
hoos ſought for with much eagernels, and would ſack it 
with great delight; it produced in them the ſame effecis, 
that wine hath upon us. It would make them ſometimes 
| hug, and ſometimes. tear one another; they would howl, 
and grin, and chatter, and . and tumble, and then 
| fall aſleep. in the mud. 
I did indeed obſerve, on he AR ns; als 
nimals i in this country ſubject to any diſcaſes; which how- 
ever were much fewer than horſes have among us; and 
contracted: not by any ill treatment they met with, but 


by the naſtineſs and greedineſs of that ſordid... brute. _ 


Neither has their language any more than a general appel- 
lation for thoſe maladies, which is borrowed from the 


evil; and the cure preſcribed is a mixture of their own 
e and urine, e put down the yahoo's throat. 
— 


name of the beaſt, and called hnea:yahoo or the yahoo's 
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ſucceſs, and do here freely recommend it to my country- 
men for the public good, as an admirable ſpecific againſt 
all diſeaſes produced by repletion. - | 
As to learning, government, arts, l and 
the like, my maſter conſeſſed, he could find little or no 
reſemblance between the yahoos of that country and thoſe 
in ours. For he only meant to obſerve, what parity there 
was in our natures. He had heard indeed ſome curious 
Houyhnboms obſerve, that in moſt | herds there was a 
fort of ruling 5abo0 (as among us there is generally ſome 
leading or principal ſtag in a park) who'was always more 
deformed in body, and miſchievous in pe poſition,' than 
_ "any of the reſt. That this /eader had uſually a fayour- 
ie as [ike himſelf as be could get, whoſe em 
Vas to /ich his maſter's feet and poſteriors, and drive the 
female yahoos to his kennel ; for which he was now and 
then rewarded with a piece of aſs's fleſn. This favourite 
is hated by the whole herd, and therefore to protect 
himſelf keep always near the perſen of his leader. He uſ- 
ually continues in office till a worſe can be found ; but 
the very moment be is diſcarded, his ſucceſſor at the 
+ head of all the yahoos in that diſtrict, young and old, male 
and female, come in a body, and diſcharge their ex- 
crements upon him from head to foot. But how far this 
might be applicable to our courts and favourites, and 
miniffers of Hate, * maſter ſaid | could beſt deter- „ 
mine. | 
| THR mike 56 wum 10 dy inte Iren 
which debaſed human underſtanding below the fagacny 
of a common hound, who hath judgment enough : 
_ flinguiſh and follow the cry of the ableſi on, r x in th pac 
"without being ever miſtaken. 
My maſter told me there was ſome qualices remarks. | 
able in the 3@h00r, which he had not obſerved me to nien- 


| tion, or at leaſt very ſlightly, in the accounts I had given 


him of human kind; he faid, thoſe animals like other 

| brutes had, their females in common; but in this they 

differed, that the ſhe yahoo would admit the male, while 
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| Fight with the females, as fiercely as with each other- 


Both which practices were ſuch degrees of infamous bru- 


tality, as no other ſenſitive creature ever arrived at. 
Ano run thing he wondered at in the yahoos, was 
xeir' ſtrange diſpolition to naſtineſs and dirt; whereas 
there appears to be a natural love of cleanlineſs in all o—ꝛ 
ther animals. As to the two former ' accaſations, I was 
glad to let them paſs without any reply; becauſe I had not 
a word to offer upon them in defence of my ſpecies, which 
otherwiſe I certainly had done from my own inclinations. 
But I could have eaſily vindicated human kind from the 
imputation of ſingularity upon the laſt article, if there 
bad been any ſuine in that country (as unluckily for me 
there were not) which, altho' it may be a faveeter qua- 
druped than a yahoo, cannot, I humbly conceive, in ju» 
ſtice pretend to more cleanlieſs; and ſo his honour him- | 
ſelf muſt have owned, if he had ſeen their filthy way of 
feeding, and their cuſtom of wallowing and ſleeping in 
the mud. 4 8 MY 7 * JJV 
Mx maſter likewiſe mentioned another quality, which 
his ſervants had diſcovered in ſeveral yahcs, and to him 
was wholly unaccountable. He ſaid, a fancy would 
ſometimes take a yah to retire into a corner, to lie 
don, and how], and groan, and ſpurn away all that came 
near him, although he were young and fat, wanted-nei- 
ther food nor water; nor did the ſervants imagine what 
could poſſibly ail him. And the only remedy they found 
was, to ſet him to hard work, after which he would in- 
fallibly come to bimſelf. To this I was ſilent out of 
partiality to my own kind; yet here J could plainly diſ- 
cover the true ſeeds of ſpleen, which only ſeizeth on the 
lazy, the Juxurizus, and the rich; who, if they were 
forced to undergo the ſame regimen, I would undertake 
His honour had farther obſerved, that a female yahoo _ 
would often ſtand behind a bank or a buſh to gaze on 
the young males paſting by, and then appear, and hide, 
uſing many antic geſtures and grimaces, at which time it 
was obſerved that ſhe had a moſt of/en/rve ſinell; and, 
when any of the males advanced, would {lowly retire, 
looking often back, and with a counterfeit ſhew of fear 
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male would follow her. 4 
K other, times, if a fonale ſtranger eee 
them, three or four of her owa ſex would get about her, 
and ſtare, and chatter, and grin, and ſmell her all oven; 

and then turn olf with geſtures, ene ene 

| . yy On eee 
3 PERHArs my maſter might N a lite intheſe fo 


1 3 which he had drawn from what he obſerved 


row, chat the rudiments of /ewdne/s, cupuetry, cenſure, 


de or de been ic him e e e 
could not reflect without ſome amazement and much ſor- 


aud ſcandal, ſhould have place by inſtinct in womankind. 
|  - 1 expeRted every moment, that my maſter would ac- 
cuſe the yahoes of thoſe unnatural appetites in both ſexes, 
ſo common among. us. But nature it ſeems, hath not 
been ſo expert a ſchool-miſtreſs ; and theſe politer plea- 
ſures are entirely the produdtions of art ang W on 
OE OOO: 
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The arbor relates Fn) 1 of the yahows. The 
great virtues of the Houyhnhams. | The 2 _ 


en of their youth, Their general es 


8 1 ought to baye underſtood haben nature — 
better, than I ſuppoſed it poſſible for my maſter to 
+ == ſo it was eaſy to apply the character he gave of the 
| $@bo2s to myſelf, and my. countrymen; and I believed, I 
could yet make further diſcoveries from my own obſerva- | 
tion. I therefore often begged his honour to let me 
go among the herds of yahoo; in the neighbourhood, to 
Which he always very graciouſly conſented, being perfect- 
ly convinced, that the hatred I bore thoſe — 7 would 
never ſuffer me to be corrupted by them; and his bonour 
odidered one of his ſervants, a ſtrong ſorrel nag, very ho- 
neiſt and good natured, to be my guard, without whoſe 
protection 1 durlt not undertake ſuch adventures. For I 
have already told the e how much I was peſtered 
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Quiet; ; but the little imp fell a ſqualling; and ſcratcbiog, 
23 er- 9 to ket. 


8 rien 


I might have the reader's pardon, if it were wholly omit- 


Wo” ted) that while I held the odious vermin in my bands, it 
voĩded its filthy excrements-of a yellow liquid ſubſtance 
all over my cloaths; but by good fortune there was a 
ſmall brook hard by, where I waſhed myſelf as clean as 
I could; altho' 1 durſt not come neee. 
Kaen until I were ſufficiently aired. 


By what I could diſcover; the yahoor appear to be itie | 


noel unteachable of all animals; their capacities never 
reaching hig her than to draw or carry burthens: Vet [ 
am of opinion, this defect ariſeth chiefly from a perverſe, 
reſtive diſpoſition. - For they are. cunning, malicious, 
treacherous, and revengeful.. They are ſtrong and har- 
dy, but of a cowardly ſpirit, and by conſequence inſo · 
lent, abject, and cruel. It is obſerved,” that the red 
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than the reſt. whom yer they mach excced in eng 
1 1 0 

Hons dn eine e eee ach in 
„ houſe; but the reſt are ſent abroad 
to certain fields, where they dig up roots, eat ſeveral 
kinds of herbs, and ſtarch about for carrion, or ſome - 
times catch weaſel; and /nhimuhs (a ſort of auild rat) 
which they devour. Nature bath» taught them 
to dig deep holes with their nails on the fide of a riſing 
ground, wherein they lie by themſelves: only che ken» 
nels of rn neee aldcben w hold two or 
three cubs. 
Tur foim from theirinfancy een eb ce 
to continue long under water, where they often take fiſh, 
which the females carry home to their young. And up- 
eee r n 
u odd adventute. 

Br ix one day abroad with my protector the farnal 
nag, 8 and the weather exceeding hot, I entreated him to 
iet me bathe in à river that was near. He conſemed, 
and I immediately d ee v7 hy 30% and went 
down ſoftly into the It happened that a-young 
female yahoo, ſtanding behind a bank, ſaw the whole pro- 
ceeding, and inflamed by defire, as the nag and I con- 
jectured, came running with all ſpeed, and leaped into 
the water within ſiue yards of the — — 
1 was never in my life fo terribly frighted; the nag was 
grazing at ſome diſtance, not ſuſpecting any harm. She 
embraced me after a moſt fulſome manner; I roared as 
loud as I could, and the nag came galloping towards me, 
whereupon: ſhe quitted her graſp with the utmoſt re- 
luctancy, and leaped upon the oppoſite bank, where ſhe 
ſtood gazing and pr re time 1 was putting on 
my cloaths. 

Tuis enter eg daiGes n 
family, as well as of mortification to myſelf. For now 
J could no longer deny, that I was a real 5 in every 
limb and — fince the females had a natural pro- 
penſity to me, as one of their own ſpecies: neither was 
the hair of this brute of a red colour (which might have 
been ſome: excuſe for an appetite a little irregular) but 
9 and her conͥtenance — nec. 

| * 
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pearance altogether ſo hideous as the reſt of her kd: 
for, I think, ſhe could not be above eleven yeam gd, 
' Havine lied three yeats in this:country,;the reader 
1 ſuppoſe will expect that 1 ſhould,” like other travellem, 
give him ſome account of the manners and. cuſtoms.of 
0 
ws ii I - 70 ll4 DESC RC HE 8101 
As theſe noble Houyhnhams are endowed by nature 
Vith a general diſpoſition to all-rirwes, and have no con- 
 ceptions or ideas of what: is evil in a rational creature; ſo 
their grand maxim is, to cultivate regſom, and to be 
wholly governed by it. Neither is regſen among them a 
| point tical, as with us, where men can argue 
with plauſibility om both ſides of r 
you with immediate conviction; as it muſt needs. 
where it is not mingled, obſeured, or diſcoloured, 
paſſiom and intereſt. I remember it was wirh extreme dif- 
e that I could bring my maſter to underſtand the 
meaning of the word ꝙpinion, or, how a point could be 
_ diſputable ; becauſe reaſom taught us to affirm or deny 
only where we are certain; TR 
we cannot do either. So that controverſies, Wwranglings, 
diſputes, and poſitivenels, in falſe or dubiqus:propolitions, 
are evils unknown the Houyhnhnms. in ue e 
r aL o—a 
of natural philoſophy, he would laugh, that a creature, 
_ pretending to reaſon ſhould value itſelf upon the know- 
ledge of other people's conjectures, and in things where 
that knowledge, if it were certain, could be of no uſe. 
Wberein he agreed entirely with the ſentiments: of So- 
crates, as Plato delivers them; which I mention as the 
higheſt honour I can do that prince of philoſophers. 1 % 
have often ſince reflected, i Bar deſtruc hon ſuch a do- 
ctrine would make in the libraries of Europe; and how - 
many paths to fame would then be ſhut typ in the learned | 


£ Friendſhip and benevolence are the two-principal-vir-. 
wes Wg the Houyhnhnms* ; and theſe not confmed 
to particular objects, but univerſal to the whole race. 
2 om the remoteſt part is equally treated 
with the —  OHE wherever "I | 
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looks upon himſelf as at home. They pteſerve decency 
and einig in che er but are altogether 
of ebony. They hate no fondneſe for 
cheit colts or — but the care they take i in 
them entirely from the qictates of reaſond. 
And I obſerved my maſter to ſhew the ſame affection to 
his neighbour's iſe that he had for his own. They 
Vn have * what nature teaches them 60 love the whole 
| ſpecies, and it is rann only that maketh u diſtinction of 
59 here there is a ſuperior degree of virtue 7. 
Wu x the matron Houyhnhnms have produced one of 
* ſex, they no longer accompany with their conſorts, 
— yh loſe one of their iſſue by ſome caſuaky, 
very ſeldom happens : but in ſuch à cafe they 
meet agein; or when the like accident befals a perſon 
whole wife is paſt bearing, ſome other couple beſtow 
him one of their own colts, and then go together again 
until the mother is pregnant. — Toanner an 
to prevent the country from being over · burthenec with 
bers. But the race of inferior Houybnhnms, bred 
up to be ſervants, is hot fo ſtrictiy limited upon this ar- 
ticle; theſe are allowed to produce three of each ſex to 
ve domeſtics in-che/woble families. Wing bis, coo: 
Is their marriages they are enn . 
boch colours as will not make any diſagreeable mixture 
ä OE" "ONE mans a Re perk 2 
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where a female runny nr eee 


their parents and friends: it is what they ſee done every 


day, and they lock upon it as one of the neceſſary acti- 


ons of a reaſonable being. But the violation of marriage, 
or any other unchaſtity, was never heard aß: aid "che 
married pair paſs their lives with the ſame ſtien 


and mutual benevolence, char they bear-to all others of 


the ſame ſpecies, who come in their way; "without 8 
louſy, fondneſs, quarrelling, or diſcontent. T 
lx educating the youth of both ſexes; . is 
admirable, and highly deſerveth our imitation. Theſe 
are not ſuffered to taſte a grain of aat¹ except upon cer - 


tain days, till eighteen years old ;\.nor' mi, but very 
rarely; and in ſummer they graze two houra in the morn- 


ing, and as many in the evening, which their parents 
bkewiſe obſerve ;. but the ſervants are not allowed above 
half that time, and a great part of theig, graſs is brought 
bome, which they eat at the moſt! convenient: hours, 
when they can be belt ſpared from Work. 
Temperance, induſtry, exerciſe, and cleanlineſs, are the 


5 — equally enjoined to the young ones of both ſexes: 
and my maſter thought it monſtrous in us to give the fe- 


males a different kind of education from the males, ex: 


cept in ſome articles of domeſtic management; — 
as he truly obſerved, one half of our natives were good 


for nothing hut bringing children into the world: and 


to truſt the care of our children to ſuch uſeleſs . 


| he faid; was yet a greater inſtance of brutalitꝛ.. 


Bur the Houyhnhums train up their youth to firengeh, 
Pore: and hardineſs, by exerciſing them in running races 


up and down ſtecp hills, and over hard ſtony: grounds, 


and when they are all in a ſweat, they are ordered to 


leap over, head and ears into a pond or river. Four times 
a year the youth of a certain diſtrict meet to ſne their 


nen in n leaping, and other feats of 
| ſtrength 


2 . 
choſen with regard do cπi4nl Hl... 
Couars Hiri love, preſents, eee eee 
no place in their thoughts; or terme whereby to expreſs 
them. in their language. The young couple meet and 
are joined merely becauſe it is the determination of 
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; a foog in his or her praiſe... p 
drive a herd of ytves into the geld laden with hay, and 
Caen, and milk, eee eee © 7a . 
for fear of being voiſme wo de embly 
5 Eva fourth year, at the vernal equinox, there is a 
| council of the whole nation, which weets 
„ and con- 
e eee 1 ＋ —— - into 
A — re ery rien 
ſeldom) it is immediately ſupplied by unanimous conſent 
and contribution. Here likewiſe the regulation of chil- 
dren is ſettled: as for inſtance, if a Houyhnham hath two 
males, he changeth one of them with another that hath 
two females: and when a child hath been loſt by any 
—_— where the mother is paſt breeding, it is deter - 
1 bene W 
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C -about three months before my departure, -whither 
my maſter went as the repreſentative of our diſtrict. In 
this council was reſumed their old debate, and indeed 
the only debate that ever happened in their country; 
| whereof my walter after: enen gave; we. very: par- 
ticular account. 

Tus queſtion to be debated was, whether Gele 
ſhankl be eee ee e of d ed One 
of the members for the afſirmative offered ſcreral argu- 
ments of great ſtrength and weight; alledging, that as 
the: yahoos were the molt filthy, noiſame, and deformed 
Inns nature ever produced, ſo they were the 


molt 
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molt reſtive and indocible, miſchievous and malicious: 
they would private ly ſuck the teats of the Houyhnhnms 


cows; kill and devour their cats, trample down their 


oats. and graſs, if they were not continually watched, and 


commit a thouſand other extravagancies. He took no- 


tice of a general tradition, that yahoos had not been al- 
ways in their conntry ; but that many ages ago two of 
theſe brutes appeared together upon a mountain; whe- 
ther produced by the heat of the ſun upon corrupted mud 
and ſlime, or from the ooze and froth of the ſea, was 

never known : that theſe yahoos engendered, and their 
brood in a ſhort time grew ſo numerous as to over-run 
and to infeſt the whole nation: that the Houyhnhams to get 
rid of this evil made a general hunting, and at laſt in- 
cloſed the whole herd; and deſtroying the elder, every 
Houyhnhnm kept two young ones in a kennel, and 
brought them to ſuch a degree of tameneſs, as an ani- | 
mal ſo ſavage by nature can be capable of acquiring: u- 
fing them for draught and carriage: that there ſeemed to 
be much truth in this tradition, and that theſe creatures 
eduld not be YInhniamſhy (or Aborigines of the land) be- 
cauſe of the violent hatred the Houyhnhnms, as well as 
all other animals, bore them; which although their evil 


_ diſpoſition ſufficiently deſerved, could never have arrived 


at ſo high a degree, if they had been Aborigines; or elſe 
they would have long ſince been rooted out: that the in- 


habitants, taking a fancy to uſe the ſervice of the yahvos, 
had very imprudently neglected to cultivate the breed of 


aſſes, which are a comely animal, eaſily kept, more tame 
and orderly, without any offenſive ſmell, ſtrong enough 
for labour, although they yield to the other in agility of 
body; and, if their braying be no agreeable ſound, it is 


far preferable to the horrible howlings of the yahoos. 


SEVERAL others declared their ſentiments to the ſame 
purpoſe, when my maſter propoſed an expedient to the 
W whereof he had indeed borrowed the hint from 
me: He approved of the tradition mentioned by the 
3 ber, who ſpok e before; and affirmed, 
that the two. yahcor, ſaid to 4 5 firſt ſeen among then, 
had been driven thither over the ſea; that coming to 
land, and being forſaken by their companions, . they re- 
tired to the mountains, and degenerating by degrees, be- 

A a came 
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came in proceſs of time much more ſavage, NED thoſe of 
their own ſpecies i in the country from whence theſe two 
originals came. The reaſon of this aſſertion was, that 
he had now in his poſſeſſion a certain wonderful: yahoo 
(meaning myſelf) which moſt of them had heard of, and 
many of them had ſeen. He then related to them, how 
he firſt found me; that my body was all covered with 
an artificial compoſure of the ſkins/and hairs of other 
animals: that I'ſpoke in a language of my own, and 
had thoroughly dearned theirs: that I had related to him 
the accidents which brought me thither: that, when he 
faw me without my covering, I was an exact yahco in e- 
very part, only of a whiter colour, leſs hairy, and with 
ſhorter claws. Ie added, how I had endeavoured to 
perſuade him, that in my own and other countries the 
yahoos acted as the governing, rational animal, and held 
the Houyhnhnms in ſervitude: that he obſerved in me 
all the qualities of a gahos, only a little more civilized by 
ſome tincture of reaſon; which howeyer was in a degree 
as far inferior to the Houybnbnm race, as the yahoos 
of their country were to me: that, among other things, 
I mentioned a cuſtom we had of caſtrating Houyhnhams 
when they were young, in order to render them tame; 
that the operation was eaſy and ſafe; that it was no 
ſhame to learn wiſdom from brutes, as induſtry is taught 
by the ant, and building by the ſwallow (for ſo I tranſ- 
late the word {hannb, alto it be a much larger fowl) : : 
that-this invention might be practiſed upon the younger 
 zaho95 here, which beſides rendering them traQablc 
and fitter for uſe, would in an age put an end to the 
| whole ſpecies without deſtroying life: that in the mean 
time the Houyhohnms ſhould be exhorted to cultivate the 
breed of aſſes, which as they are in all reſpects more valu- 
able brutes, ſo they have this advantage, to be fit for ſer- 
vice at five years old, which the others are not till twelve. 
_ + Tr1s:was all my maſter thought fit to tell me at that 
time, of what paſſed in the grand council. But he was 
pleaſed to conceal one particular, which related perſon- 
ally to myſelf, whereof I ſoon felt the unhappy effect, 
as the reader will know in its proper place, and from 
hence 1 date al the Age ansfortuncs 15 my life, 
23 ANNE 
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Tur Houyhnhams have no letters, and conſequently - 
their knowledge is all traditional. But there happening 
ſew events of any moment among a people ſo well um 
ted, naturally diſpoſed to every virtue, wholly governed 
by reaſon, and cut off ſrom ali commerce with other na- 
tions; the hiſtorical part is eaſily preſerved without bur- 


thening their memories. I have already obſerved that 


they are ſubject to no diſcaſes, and therefore can have no 


need of phyſicians. However, they have excellent me- 


dicines compoſed of herbs to cure accidental bruiſes and cuts 
in the paſtera or frog of the foot by ſharp Itones, as well 


as other maims and hurts in the ſeveral parts of the body. 


Tuev calculate the year by the revolution of the ſun 


; 3 — the moon, but uſe no ſubdiviſion into weeks. They 
are well enough acquainted with the motions of thoſe two 
luminaries, and underſtand the nature of eclip/er ; and 


this is the utmoſt progreſs of their rn w. 
| In poetry they mult be allowed to excel all other mor- 


: ils wherein the juſtneſs of their ſimilies, and the mi- 
| nuteneſs as well as exactneſs of theit deſcriptions, are in- 


deed inimitable. Their verſes abound very much in both 


of theſe; and uſually contain either ſome exalted notions 
of friendſhip and benevolence, or. the praiſes of thoſe, 


who were victors in races and other bodily exerciſes. 
Their buildings, altho* very rude and ſimple, are not 
Inconvenient, but well contrived to defend them from all 


| Injuries of cold and heat. They have a kind of tree, 
wich at forty years old looſens in the root, and falls 


with the firſt ſtorm ; it grows very ſtrait, and being point- 
ed like ſtakes, witle a ſharp ſtone (for the Houyhnhoms 


know-not the uſe of iron) they ſtick them ere& in the 


ground about ten inches aſunder, and then weave in oats, 
ſtraw, or ſometimes wattles, betwixt them. The roof 


is made after the ſame manner, and ſo are the doors, 
Tus Houyhnbnms uſe the hollow part, between the 
paſtern and the hoof, of their fore feet, as we do our 
hands, and this with greater dexterity, than I could at 
firſt imagine. I have ſeen a white mare of our family 


thread a needle (which 1 lent her on purpoſe) with that 
Joint. They milk their cows, reap their oats, and do all 


the work which requires hands, in the ſame manner. 
N have a kind of hard flints, which by grinding a- 
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gainſt other ſtones they form into inſtruments, that ſerve 
inſtead of wedges, axes, and hammers. With tools 
made of theſe flints they likewiſe cut their hay, and reap 
- «their oats, which there grow naturally i in ſeveral fields; 
the yahoos draw home the ſheaves in carriages, and the 
ſervants tread them in certain covered huts to get out 
the grain, which is kept in ſtores. They make a rude . 
-kind of earthen and wooden veſſels, and bake the former 
in the ſun. 
Irx they can avoid e they fie only of old „ 
and are buried in the obſcureſt places that can be found, - 
their friends and relations expreſſing neither joy nor 
grief at their departure; nor does the dying perſon diſ- 
cover the leaſt regret that he is leaving the world, any 
more than if he were upon returning home from a viſit 
to one of his neighbours. I remember my maſter having 
once made an appointment with a fris:d and his family 
io come to bis houſe upon ſome affair of importance, on 
the day fixed the miſtreſs and her two children came ve- 
Ty late; ſhe made two excuſes, firſt for her huſband, 
who, as ſhe ſaid, happened that very morning to Ii an. 
The word is ſtrongly expreſſive in their language, but 
not ub bfr into Engliſh; it fi gnifies o retire io 
his firſt metber. Her excuſe for not coming ſooner was, 
that her huſband dying late in the morning, ſne was a 
good while conſulting her ſervants about a convenient 
place where his body ſhould be laid; and 1 obſerved, 
Abe behaved: herſelf at our houſe as chearfully as the reſt: : 
ſhe died about three months after. 
Tut v live generally to ſeventy, or ſeventy five years, 
very ſeldom to fourſcore : ſome. weeks before their death 
they feel a gradual decay; but without pain. During 
-this time they are much viſited, by their friends, becauſe 
they cannot go abroad with their uſual eaſe and ſatisfa- 
ction. However, about ten days before their death, 
-which they ſeldom fail in computing, they return the vi- 
ſits that have been made them by thoſe who are near- 
eſt in the neighbourbood, being carried in a convenient 
Nedge drawn. by yahzor ; which vehicle they uſe, not on- 
Jy opon this occaſiom but when they grow old, upon 
long journies, or when they are lamed by any accident. 
- 1 therefore when the dying — return thoſe 
| viſis, 
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« viſits, they take a folemn leave of their friends, as if they 
were going to ſome remote part of the country, woe 
1 deſigned to paſs the reſt of their lives. 
I know not whether it may be worth obſerving, that 
the Houyhnhnms have no word in their language to ex- 
preſs any thing that is evi/, except what they; borrow 
from the deformities, or ill qualities of the.ya4995. Thus 
they denote the folly of a ſervant, an omiſſion of a child, 
a ſtone that cuts their feet, a continuance of foul or un- 
ſeaſonable weather, and the like, by adding to each the 
epithet of yahoo; + For inſtance, hum yahoo, whnaholn 
yahoo, ynlhmndwihlma yahoo, and an ul contrived houſe , 
SRO yahoo. ' 

I could with great pleaſure nl fierheh upon the 
manners and virtues of this excellent people; but intend- 
ing in a ſhort time to publiſh a volume by itſelf expꝛeſsſy 
upon that ſubject, I refer the reader thither; And in 
000 ena nes pr to aer 1515 own ptr textaſtrophe, 


» » 
* 


1 


CHAP. Xi 


71 bs PR 5 ae avis happy h 6, anung the hu 
 hnhnms." His great improvement in vir ue by con- 
- verfing with them. Their converſati-ns. © The author 
' bath notice given him by his maſter, ' chin be muſt de- 
part from the country.” He falls, into a ſwoon for 
grief; but ſubmits, He contrives and finiſhes a ca- 
© noo by the help of a . Eh and m_— to e 
4 me 4 4 v-.0 | : 
HAD ſettled wy litle meg; to un own b hears : 
b content. My maſter had ordered a room to be made 
for me after their manner about ſix yards from the houſe: 
the ſides and floors of which 1 plaiſtered with ny. 
and covered with ruſh-mats of my own contriving; I 
had beaten hemp, which there grows wild, and 2 | 
of it a ſort of ticking : this I filled with the feathers of 
ſeveral birds 1 had taken with ſpringes made of gases 
hairs, and were excellent food. I had worked tuo 
ny: with oy knife, the ſorrel nag beirn me in the 
| = TM bu groſſer 


a 15 n 
— \ 
« 8 - % *, + * 0 
. ud A's 


groſſer and more laborious part, When my clothes 
were worn to rags, I made myſelf others with the ſkins 
of rabbets, and of a certain beautiful animal about the 
lame ſize, called anubnob, the ſkin of which is covered 
with a fine down. Of theſe I alſo made very tolerable 
ſtockings. 1 ſoaled my ſhoes with wood, which I cut 
from a tree, and fitted to the upper leather; and when 
this was worn out I ſupplied it with the ſkins of yahoo; 
dried in the ſun. I often got honey out of hollow trees, 
which I mingled with water, or eat with my bread. No 
man could more verify the truth of theſe two maxims, 
That nature is very eaſily ſatisfied; and, That neceſſity is 
the mother of invention. I enjoyed perſect health of 
body, and tranquillity of mind-; I did not feel the treach- 
ery or inconſtancy of a friend, nor the injuries of a ſecret 
or open enemy. I had no occaſion +1 bribing, flattering, 
or pimping, to procure the favour of any great man, or 
of * I wanted no fence againſt fraud or 
oppreſſion; here was neither phyſician to deſtroy my body, 
nor lawyer to ruin my fortune; no informer to watch my 
words and actions, or forge accuſations againſt me for 
hire; here were no gibers, cenſurers, backbiters, pick- 
pockets, highwaymen, houſe-breakers, attornies, bawds, 
buffoons, gameſters, politicians, wits, ſplenetics, tedious 
talkers, controvertiſls, raviſhers, murderers, robbers, vir- 
tuoſoes; no leaders or followers of party and faction; 
no encouragers to vice by ſeducement or examples: no 
dungeon, axes, g bbets, whipping polts, or pillonies ; no 
cheating ſhopkeepers or mechanics; no pride, vanity, or 
affectation; no fops, bullics, drunkards, {trolling whores, 
or poxes; no ranting, lewd, expenſive wives; no ſtupid, 
proud pedants; no importunate, over- bearing, quarrel- 
ſome, noiſy, roaring, empty, conceited, ſwearing compa- 
nions ; no ſcoundrels raiſed from the duſt upon the me- 
rit of their vices, or nobility thrown into it on account of 
their virtues; no lords, fidlers, _ judges, or dancing- 
maſters. )) 8 
I. had the favour of being admitted to ſeveral Houy- 
-bnhams, who came to viſit or dine with my maſter ; 
where his honour graciouſly ſuffered me to wait in the 
room, and liſten to their diſcourſe. Both he and his 
company would often deſcend to aſk me queſtions, and 
Sera ; receive 
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receive my anſwers. I had alſo ſometimes the b 1 55 
of attending my maſter in his viſits to others. I never 
preſumed to ſpeak, except in anſwer to a queſtion ; and 
then I did it with inward regret, becauſe: it was a loſs of 
ſo much time for improving myſelf: bat I was infinitely | 
deli ghted. wich the {tation of an humble auditor in ſuch 
OT where nothing paſſed hut what was uſeful, 
expreſſed ĩa the fewelt and moſt ſignificant words : where 
7 I have already faid) the greateſt decency was obſerv- 
ed without the leaſt degree of ceremony; where no per- 
ſon ſpoke without being pleaſed himſelf, and pleaſing his 
companions; where there was no interruption, tediouſ- 
neſs, heat, or difference. of ſentiments. They have a 
notion, that, when people are met together, a ſhort ſi- 
lence doth much improve converſation :. this I found to 
be true; for during thoſe little intermiſſions of talk, new 
ide as would ariſe in their minds, which very much en- 
| livened the diſcourſe. Their ſubjects are generally on 
friendſhip and benevolence, or order and oeconomy; 3 
ſometimes upon the viſible operations of nature, or anci- 
ent traditions: upon the bounds and limits of virtue; 
upon the unerring rules of reaſon, or upon ſome determi- 
nations to be taken at the next great aſſembly ; and of- 
ten upon the various excellencies of poetry. I may add 
without vanity, that my preſence often gave them ſuffi- 
cient matter of diſcourſe, becauſe it afforded my malter 
an occaſion for letting his friends into the hiſtory of me 
and my country, upon which they were all pleaſed to de- 
ſcant. in a manner not very. advantageous to human 95 3 
and for that reaſon I ſhall not repeat what they ſaid: on- 
ly 1 may be allowed to obſerve, that his honour to my 
great admiration appeared to underſtand the nature of 
Jahoor, much, better than myſelf, He went through all 
our vices and follies, and diſcovered. many, which 1 had 
never mentioned to him, by only ſuppoſing what qualities 
a yahoo of their country with a ſmall proportion of reaſon 
might be capable of exerting ; and concluded, with too 
much, probability, bow vile. as well as miſerable ſach a 
creature mult be. 
I. freely confeſs, that all the little knowledge 7 have 
of any value, was acquired by the lectures I received from 
* maljer, and from heating the TG of him and 
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his friends; to which I ſhould be prouder to liſten, than 
to dictate to the greateſt and wiſeſt aſſembly in Europe. 
1 admired the ſtrength, comelineſs, and ſpeed of the inha- 
bitants; and ſuch a conſtellation of virtues, in ſuch ami- 

able perſons, produced in me the higheſt veneration. At 
firſt indeed 1 did not feel that natural awe, which the ya- 
Hboos and all other animals bear towards them: but it 
grew upon me by degrees, much ſooner than I imagin- 
ed, and was mingled with a reſpectful love and grati- 
tude, that they would condeſcend to diſtinguiſh me from 

ee ett ! 
- Wien I thought of my family, my friends, my coun- 
trymen, or human race in general, I conlidered them, as 
they really were, yahoos in ſhape and diſpoſition, - perhaps 
a little more civilized, and qualified with the gift of 
ſpeech 3 but making no other uſe of reaſon, than to im- 
prove and multiply thoſe vices, whereof their brethren 
in this country had only the ſhare that nature allotted 
them. When J happened to behold the reflection of my 
-own form in a lake or a fountain, I turned away my face 
in horror and deteſtation of myſelf ; and could better en- 
dure the ſight of a common yahoo, than of my own per- 
Ton. By converſing with the Houyhnhnms, and looking 
upon them with delight, I fell to imitate their gate and 
"geſture, which is now grown into an habit; and my 
friends often tell me in a blunt way, that I frot /ike a 
horſe; which however I take for a great compliment: 
neither ſhall I difown, that in ſpeaking I am apt to fall 
into the voice and manner of the Houyhohnms, and hear 
-myfelf ridiculed on that account without the leaſt morti- 
Lp ag 
I the midſt of all this happineſs, and when I looked 
upon myſelf to be fully ſettled for life, my maſter ſent 
for me one morning a little earlier than his uſual hour. 
Il obſerved by his countenance, that he was in ſome per- 
plexity, and at a loſs how to begin what he had to ſpeak. 
After a ſhort ſilence, ' he told me, be did not know how 
+] would rake what he was going to ſay; that in the laſt 
general aſſembly, when the affair of the yaho9r was en- 
tered upon, the repreſentatives had taken offence at his 
keeping a yahoo (meaning myſelf) in his family, more like 
a Houybrchnm, than a brute animal. That he was _ 
FOE l 8 re- 


— 


2 


Chap. 1 To rr 'HOUYHNHNMS. 281 


frequenily to converſe. with me; as. if he could receive 
ſome advantage or pleaſure in my company: that ſuch a 
practice was not agreeable to reaſgn or nature, or a thing 
ever heard of before among them. The afſembly.did - 
therefore exhort him either to employ me like the reſt of 
my ſpecies, or command me to ſwini back to the place 
from whence I came. That the firſt of theſe expedients 
was utterly rejected by all the Houyhnhnms, who had 
ever ſeen me at his houſe or their oun: for they alledg- 
ed, that becauſe I had ſome rudiments of reaſon, added 
to the natural pravity of thoſe animals, it was to be feared, 
I might be able to ſeduce them into the woody and 
mountainous parts of the country, and bring them in 
troops by night to deſtroy the Honyhahnms cattſe, as 
being Nee of the venous wor and averſe. from * 
bour. | 

My maſter ated PPE he was pes preſſed by the 
Houybnhnms of the neigbourhood to hade the afſembly's 
exhortation executed, which he could not put off much 
longer. He doubted it would be impoſſihle for me 
ſwim to another country; and 3 wiſhed I would 
contrive ſome ſort of vehicle reſembling; thoſe I had de- 
ſeribed to him, that might carry me on the ſea; in which 
work 1 ſhould have the aſſiſtance of his on ſerpantd,' as as 
well as thoſe of his'neighbours. He concluded, that for 
his own part he could have been content to keep me in 
his ſervice as long as I lived; becauſe: he found 1 had 
cured myſelf of ſome bad babits and diſpoſitions by en- 
deavouring, as far as my inferior nature was e to 
imitate the Houyhnbnms. 91 

I ſhould here obſerve to the reader, a! a 3 of 
the general aſſembly in this country is expreſſed by the 
word hnhloayn, which ſignifies an exhortation, as near a8 
can render it; for they have no conception how a rati- 
onal creature can be compelled, but only adviſed, or ex. 
horted; becauſe no perſon can diſobey reaſon Ro 8. 
ving up his claim to be a rational creature, 
I was ſtruck with the utmoſt grief and n at my 

maſter s diſcourſe; and being unable to ſupport the ago- 
nies I was under, I fell into a ſwoon at his fett: when 1 
came to myſelf, he told me, that he concluded I: had 
bee dead (for theſe people are ſubject to no ſuch _ | 

nes 
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Antes of FFI, Tanſwered in a kim | voice, that 
death would have been too great an happineſs; that al- 
though I could not blame the aſſembly's axhortation, or 
the urgency of his friends; yet in my weak and -cor- 
rupt judgment, I thought it might conſiſt with reaſon to 
have been leſs rigorous: that I could not ſwim a league, 
and probably the neareſt land to theirs might be diſtant 
above an hundred: that many materials, neceſſary for 
making a ſmall veſſel to carry me off, were wholly want- 
ing in this country, which however I would: attempt in 
obedience and gratitude to his honour, altho' I concluded 
the thing to be impoſſible, and therefore looked on my- 
ſelf as already devoted to deſtruction ; that the certain 
proſpect of an unnatural death was the leaſt of my evils: 
ſior ſuppoling I ſhould eſcape with life by ſome wake ad- 

venture, how could I think with temper of paſſing my 

days among ''yahoo7, and relapſing into my old corrupti- 

ons for want of examples to lead and keep me within 
the paths of virtue: that I knew too well upon what ſo- 
lid reaſons all the determinations of the wiſe Houyhn- 
hams were founded, not to be ſhaken by arguments of 
mine, a miſerable haboo: and therefore, after preſenting 
him with my humble thanks for the offer of his ſervants 
aſſiſtance in making a veſſel, and deſiring a reaſonable 
time for ſo difficult a work, I told him I would endeavour 
to preſerve a wretched being; and if ever I returned to 

England, was not without hopes of being uſeful to my 
own ad by celebrating the praiſes of the renowned 

Houyhnhnms, and propelnng their virtues to the imitati- 
on of mankind. 
Mx maſter in a ſew words 1505 we a very gracious 
te! allowed me the ſpace of two months to ſiniſſi my 
boat; and ordered the ſorrel nag, my -fellow-ſervant 
e io at this diſtance 1 may preſume. to call him) to fol- 
 Jow-my inſtructions ; becauſe 1 told my maſter, that his 
help would be ſolficiet, and I 1 he bade tenderneſs 
for me. 
1 x:his company, my firſt 0 was to 20. to that part 
| of the coaſt; where 7 rebellious crew had ordered me 
to be ſet on ſhore. ot upon a height, and looking 
on every ſide into the; ea, fancied I ſaw a ſmall iſland 


towards the: W 1 took. o out my pocket glaſs, _ 
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could then clearly diſtinguiſh it about five leagues all ll ; | 


I computed ; but it appeared to the ſorrel nag to be on+ 


ly a blue cloud: for as he had no conception of a 
country beſide his own, ſo. he could not be as expert in 
diſtinguiſhing remote objects at ſea, as we who fo enn 8 


converſe in that element. 


- AFTER I had diſcovered n iland; 1 ee no bo 


farther; but reſolved it ſhould, if poſſible, be the firld 
place of my baniſnment, leaving the meme to a 
tuns, 

I returned home, and conſulting with the hee bag. 
we went into a copſe at ſome dlſtance, where I with my 


| knife, and he with a ſharp flint faſtened very artificially 


after their manner to a wooden handle, cut down ſeveral 
oak wattles, about the thickneſs of a walking-ſtaff, and 


ſome larger pieces. But I ſhall not trouble the reader 


with a particular deſcription of my own mechanics; let 
it ſuffice to ſay, that in ſix weeks time with the help of 
the ſorrel nag, who performed the parts that required 
moſt labour, I finiſhed a ſort of Indian canoo, but much 
larger, covering it with the ſkins of yahoos well ſtitched 
together with hempen threads of my own making. My 


| fail was likewiſe compoſed of the ſkins of the ſame animal; 
but 1 made uſe of the youngeſt I could get, the older be- 


ing too tough and thick; and I likewiſe provided myſelf 
with four paddles. I lad: in a ſtock of boiled fleſh, of 


rrabbets and fowls ; and took with me two veſſels, one 
filled with milk, and the other with water. N 

I uied my canoo in a large pond near my maſter's bout 

| and then corrected in it what was amiſs: , ſtopping all the 


chinks with yahoos tallow, till I found it ſtanch, and able 


to bear me and my freight, And, when it was as com- 


plete as I could poſſibly make it, I had it drawn on a car · 


riage very gently by yah20s to the ſea-fide, under the; 
conduct of the ſorrel nag, and another ſervant. + 
Wu all was ready, and the day came for my de- 
parture, I took leave of my maſter. and lady and the 


whole family, mine eyes flowing with tears, and my. 
heart quite funk with grief. But his honour out of cu- 
rolity, and perhaps (if I may ſpeak it without vanity) 
partly out of kindneſs, was determined to ſee me in my 


canoo; "MP got ſeveral of his: acighbouring friemds to 


n 
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1 01G) EAT ws Part IV. 
. 1 was forced to wait aboye an hour for 
the ry a7 and then obſerving the wind very fortunately 
ring towards the iſland, to which I intended to ſteer 
my courſe,” I took a fecond leave of my maſter: but, as 
was going to proſtrate myſelf” to kils his hoof, de did 
me the honour to raiſe it gently to my mouth. I am not 
ignorant how much T have been cenſured for mentionin 
this laſt particular. Detractors are pleaſed to think it im- 
probable, that ſo illuſtrious a perſon ſhould deſcend to 
give ſo great a mark of iſtindtion to a creature ſo inferi- 
or as 1. Neither have 1 forgotten how apt ſome travel- 
lers are to boaſt of extraordinary favours they have 
received. But, if theſe cenſurers were better acquainted 
with the noble and courteous diſpoſition of the Houyhn- 
homs, they would ſobn change their opinion. 
C I paid my reſpects to the reſt of the Houyhnhums in 
* | his — s company; ; ien Setting into my canoo I 
FR of Tom er ws $ 


The 1 7 e Voyage. = arrives at e 
Holland, hoping to fettle here, Ii wounded with an 

” __ arrow by one of the natives. I: ſeized and carried by 
' foree into a Portupueze ſhip. - The great civilities of 

_ the e The author arrives at 2 gland . 12 


B EGAN this deſperate” v voyage on rate 18. 
1 1714-15, at nine o'clock in the morning. The wind 
was very favourable ; however I made uſe at firſt only of 
my paddles ; but conſidering 1 ſhould ſoon be weary, and 
that the wind might chop about, I ventured to ſet up my 
little fail ; and thus with the help of the tide 1 went at 
the rate of a leagüe and a half an hour, as near as I 
could gueſs. My maſter and his fiiends continued on the 
ſhore, till 1 was almoſt out of fight; and I often heard 
the ſorrel nag (who always loved me) crying out, Inn 
ala 20 miajah ye.” Take care of thyſelf gentle Jahoo. 

„ Mr 


| \ 8 This lj FOE: act is hs laſt TROY of Gul. 
liver's travels; the 12th being only a ſort of a ctitic nd u very 
bad one too, upon the whole work in general. Swift, | 
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My deſign was, if -poſlible, to diſcover ſome ſmall 


| ay uninhabited, yet ſufficient by my labour to für- 
miſli me with the neceſſaties of life, -which I would have 


 Fhought a greater happinoſs, than o be the fifſt miniſter 


in the politeſt court of Europe; ſo horrible was the idea 
T-conceived of returning to live in the ſociety, and under 
_ the government of h. For, in ſuch a ſolitude as 1 
deſired, I could at leaſt enjoy my thoughts, and reflect 
with delight on the virtues of thoſe inimitable Houyhn- 
homs, without any opportunity-of degenerating' into the 
viees aud corruptions'of my-own ſpecies. 
Tus reader may remember what I related; whe my | 
crew conſpired againſt me, and confined me to my cab: 
bin. How I continued there ſeveral weeks without know. 
ing what courſe we took ; and when I was put a-ſhore 
in the long*boat, how the failors told me with oaths, 
whether true or falſe, chat they knew not in what pin t 
of the world we were. However, I did then believe us 
to be about ten degrees South ward of the Cape of Goed - 
Hope, ar about 45 degrees Southern latitude, as I gather- 
ed from ſome general words I overheard among them, be- 
ing I ſuppoſed to the South-Eaſt in their intended voyage 
to Madagaſcar. Aud altho this were but little better 
than conjecture, yet I reſolved to ſteer my courſe Eaſt- 
ward, hoping to reach the South-weſt coaſt of New - Hol- 
land, and perhaps ſome ſuch land as I deſired Tying 
. Weſtward of it. The wind was full Weſt, and by ſix 


in the evening 4 computed I had gone Eaſtward at Jealt 


eighteen leagues; when J ſpied a very ſmall iſland about 
half a league off, which I ſoon ig fy It was nothing 
but a rock with ↄne creek naturally arched by the force 
of tempeſts. Here 1 put in my canoo, and climbing a 
part of the rock L could plainly diſcover land to the Eaſt, 
extending from South to North. I lay all night in my 
canoo; and repeating my voyage early in the motring. 
Lacrived in ſeven hours io the South · Eaſt point of New- 
Holland. This confirmed me in the opinion I have long 
entertained, that the apt and charts place this country 
at leaſt three degrees more to the Eaſt, than it really is; 
Which thought I communicated many years ago to my 
_ worthy friend,” Mr. Herman Moll, and gave him my rea- 
fonsfor it, although he hath rather ehoſen to follow other 
GI LY r Ian 


1 Plea en 40 
fe — unarmed. I was: afraid of venturing far into the 
country. I found ſome ſhell-fiſh on the ſhore, and eat 
them raw, not daring to kindle a ſire for fear of being 
diſcovered by the natives. I continued three days feed - 
ing on oyſters and limpits to ſave my own proviſions; 
and I e ſound a brook of excellent water, which 
gave me. great relief. 

On the fourth day venturing out catly, 2 lie too far, 
I ſaw twenty or thirty natives upon a height not above 
ſive hundred yards from me. They were ſtark naked, 
men, women, and children, round a ſire, as I could diſ- 
cover by the ſmoke. One of them ſpied me, and gave 
notice to the reſt; five of them advanced towards me, 
leaving the women and children at the fire. I made what 
haſte I could to the ſhore, and getting into my canoo 
ſuoved off: the ſavages obſerving me retreat, ran after 
me; and before I could get far enough into the ſea, diſ- 
- charged an arrow which wounded me deeply on the in- 
ſide of my left knee (I ſhall carry the mark to my grave) 
I apprehended the arrow might be poiſoned, and paddling 
out of the reach of their darts (being a calm day) 1 made 
a ſhift to ſuck the wound, and dreſs it as well as I could. 

I was at a loſs what to do, for I durſt not return to the 
ſame landing - place, but ſtood to the North, and was 
forced to paddle; for the wind, though very gentle, was 

againſt me, blowing North-welſt. As I was looking a- 
bout for a ſecure landing · place, [ faw a fail to the North 
North-caſt, which appearing every minute more - viſible, 
1 was in ſome doubt whether 1 ſhould wait for them or 
no; but at laſt my deteſtation of the yahoo race prevailed ; 
and turning my canoo I ſailed and paddled together to 
the South, and got into the ſame creek from whence I 
{et out in the morning, chuſing rather to truſt myſelf a- 
mong theſe Barbarians, than live with European yahoos. 
I drew up my canoo as cloſe as I could to the ſhore, and 

bid myſelf behind a ſtone by the little brook, which, as 1 

have already ſaid, was excellent water. 

Tas ſhip came within half a league of qhis-ereck, and 
ſent out her long· boat with veſſels to take in freſh water, 
(for the place, it ſeems, was very well known) but I did 


908. obſerve i "ai till the . ** almolt. * 1896 it 


PR 
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was too late to ſeek another bing place. The ſeamen 

at their landing obſerved my canoo, and rummaging it all 
over, cafily conjectured chat the owner could not be far 
off. Four of them, well armed, ſearched every cranny 
and lurking-hole, till at laſt they found me flat on my 


face behind the ſtone. They gazed a while in admira- 
tion at my ſtrange uncouth dreſs; my coat made of ſkins, 


my wooden ſoaled ſhoes; and my furred ſtockings; ; from 
Whence however they concluded, I was not a native of ; 


the place, who all go naked. One of the ſeamen, in 


Portugueze, bid me riſe, and aſked whùD I was. I un- 


derſtood that language very well, and getting upom my 
feet ſaid; I was a poor yahoo 'baniſhed from the Houyhn- 


"Y 


hnms,” and deſired they would pleaſe to let me depart. 
They admired to hear me anſwer them in their own 


tongue, and ſaw by my complexion I muſt be an Euro- 


but were at a loſs to know what meant by 54. 
hoos, "and Houyhnhnms, and at the fame time fell a laugh- 
ing at my ſtrange tone in ſpeaking, which reſembled 555 


neighing of a horſe. I trembled all the while betwixe 
far and hatred: L again deſired leave to depart, and was 


gentiy moving to my eanoo; bur they laid hold on me, 
deſiring to k — 


land, from whence I came about five years ago, and then 

their country and ours were at peace. I therefore hoped 

they would not treat me as an enemy, ſince I meant them 

no harm, but was a poor yahoo, ' ſeeking ſome deſolate. 

28 rouge hd ICE elegant his HEE, 
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wenn they: ane 1'thooghe Fiicye? keard or 


—— thing fo unnatural; for it appeared to me as 


— hm as if a dog or a cow ſhould fpeak in England, 
or a yabos in Houyhnhnm- land. The honeſt Portuguee 


were equally amazed at my ſtrange dreſs, and the odd 
manner of delivering my words, which however they un- 
ke to me with great hu- 
the Captain would car- * 
ry me gratis to Liſbon, from whence 1 might return to 


derſtood very well. They f 


manity, and ſaid they were ſure 


w what country I was of ® whetice I came? 
with many other queſtions. I told them I was born in Eng- 


my own country; that two of the ſeamen would go back 


to the ſhip, inform the” Captain of what they had ſeen, - 
mean time, unleſs 1 would. 


and receide his orders; in e 
en | Sie 
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give my Boda not to fly; they would ſecure me 
by force. I thought it beſſ to comply with their propo- 
fal.- They were very curious to know. my ſtory, but 1 
gave them very little ſatis faction; and they all . 
tured, that my misfortunes had impaired. my reaſon. In 
two hours the boat, which went loaden with veſſels of 
water, returned with the Captain's command to fetch: 
me on board. I fell on my knees to preſerve my liber - 
ty, but all was vain; and the men having tied me with 
cords, heaved me into the boat, from whence 1 Was: 
taken into the ſhip, and from: thence =o the Cz Is 's 
cabbin. CES een tes, 
His name was (Deke. FR Mendez; 20 was a very 
courteous and generous perſon z, he entteated me to give 
ſome account of myſelf, and deſired to know what I would 
eat or drink; ſaid, I ſhould be uſed as well as himſelf, 
and ſpoke ſo many obliging things, that I wondered to 
find ſuch civilities from a «ya/po.. However, | remained 
ſilent and ſullen; I was ready to ſaint at the very ſmell of 
him and his men. At laſt 1 defired ſomething to eat out 
of my own canoo; but he ordered me a chicken, and ſome 
excellent wine; and then directed. that I ſhould be put to 
dend in a very clean cabbin. L would not undreſe myſelf. 
but lay on the bed · cloaths, and in half an hour — — 
kay: I thought the crew/-was at dinner, ard gettipg! to 
e ſide of the: ſhip was going to leoprimo: the ſea, and 
ſwim far my life, rather than continue am But 
one of the ſeamen prevented me, and having ioformed ; 
.the Caprain, ] was: chained to my cabbin. cc 5535 
AFTER dinner Don Pedro came to me, - and deſired to 
know my teaſon for ſo deſperate an attempt 3 aſſured me, 
he only meant to do me all the ſervice he was able, and 
ſpoke ſo very movingly, that at laſt I deſeendedꝭ to treat 
him like an animal, which had ſome little portion of rea · 
ſoo... I gave him # very. ſhort relation of my voyage; of 
the conſpiracy againſt me by my on men; of the coun- 
try where they ſet me on ſhore, and of my. ſive years re- 
ſidence there. All which, he looked: upod,. as if it were 
a dream or a viſion; whexeat I took. great offence ;. for 
1 had quite forgot the faculty of iyi ing ſo peculiar to a- 
hoes, im all countries where they — of and conſequent - 


* W 
ſpecies. 


— 
nat 


ſpecies. es. I aſked him whether it were the cuſtom in his 


country to ſay the thing which was not ? I affured him, 
I had almoſt forgot what he meant by falſehood, and, if 


Thad lived a thouſand years in Houyhahum- land, Iſhould | 


never habe heard à lie from the meaneſt ſervant; that 1 


was altogether indifferent whether he believed me or no; 
but however, in return for his favours. 1 would give ſo 
much allowance to the corruption of his nature as to an- 


ſwer any objection he Old pleaſe. er enen be 0 


might Salty diſcover the truth.” | 
Tur Captain, a wiſe man, ar mabiy'ckleavours to 
catch me trippiug in ſome part of my {tory atlaſt began 


to have à better opinion 'of my veracity. But he added, 


that, ſince 1 profeſſed ſo” inviòlable an attachment to 


tiuth, T miſt give hm my word and honour to bear him 
company in this voyage without attempting any thing a- 


gainſt my life, or elſe he would continue me a priſoner”! 
till we arrived at Liſbon. 1 gave him the promiſe lie re- 
wired 35 but at the fame time proteſted, that 1 would 
uffer the greateſt hardſhips, rather than return to live * 
nibng va, in +} 43:3: OLERTES BC ir 
Our voyage "paſſed without any cddfderile: ubddears! 
In "gratitude to the Captain I ſometimes ſat with him at 
his earneſt requeſt, and ſtrove to conceal my antipathy a- 
gainſt human kind, altho' it often broke out; which he 
ſuffered to paſs without obſer vation. But the greateit 
= of the day I'confined myſelf to my cabbin to avoid 
ccing any of the crew. The Captain had often entreat - 
ed me to riß myſelf of my ſavage dreſs, and offered to 
lend me the beſt ſuit of cloaths he had. This 1 would 
not be prevailed on to accept abhorring to cover myſelf) 
with any thing that had been on the back of ayahoo, I 
only deſired be would lend me two clean ſhirts, which, 
having been waſhed ſince he were them; I believed would 
not ſo much deßle me. Theſe 1 changed every ſecond 
day, and Waſhed them myſelf. 9667 21A 42 "oP, 09; A618 
Wr arrived ar Liſbon, ' Nov. 5. 1715. At our landing 
the Ca Captain''forced me to cover myſelf with his cloak 
to prevent the rabble from erbduding about me. I was 
conveyed to his on Houſe; and at my earneſt requeſt he 
led me up to the higheſt room backwards. I conjured 


him to conecal from all perſons what 1 bad told him of 
154045 eee the 


* 
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would not only draw numbers of people to dee me. but 
_ probably. put me in danger of being impriſoned, or burnt 

by the ingußſtiom. The Captain perſuaded me to accept 
— of cloaths newiy made; but I would not iuffer the 
taylor to take my meaſure; however; Don Pedro being 
almoſt of my ſize, they ſitted me well enough. He ac- 
coutred me with other neceſſarics, all new. Which 1 aired 
for twenty four hours, before I would uſe; them. 

Tux Captain had no wife, nor above three e 
none of which were ſuffered to attend at meals; and his 
whole deportment was ſo obliging, added —— 
human underſtanding, that I really began to tolerate his 
company. He gained ſo ſar upon me, that I ventured to 
lock out of the back window. By degrees 1 was brought 
into another room, from whence I pceped into the ſtreet, 
but drew my bead back in a fright. In a week's time 
he ſeduced me down to the door. I found my. terror 
gtadually leſſened, but (ir Foy hatred, and contempt ſeemed 
to enereaſe. I was at enough to 017 the ſtreet 


in his company, but keeped mas noſe. 2 ſtopped math. 
tobacco. 


rue, or ſometimes. with 

In ten days Don Pedro, to whom 1 had > ng RAG ac· 
count of my domeſtic affairs, put it upon me as a matter 
of honour and conſcience, that J ought to fetura to my 
native country, and live at home with my. wife and chii- 
dten. He told me, there was an Engliſh ſhip in the port 
- to fail; and he would furniſi me with all things 
neceſſary. It would. be tedious to repeat his arguments, 
and my contradictions. - Ie ſaid it was altogether. im- 
poſlible to find ſuch. a ſolitary iſland as I had deſired to 
lire in; but I might command in my own houſe, and 
paſs my time in a manner as: recluſe: as I pleaſed. 

+I complied at laſt, finding 1 — beuer. Ileſt 
Lisbon the a 4th day of November in an Engliſn merch- | 
ant man, but, who was the maſter, I neyer inquired. Don 
Pedro accompanied mę to the ſhip, and. lent me twenty 
pounds. He ;took kind leave of me, and. embraced. me 
at parting, which I bore as well as 1 could. Duriog this 
laſt voyage 1 had no commerce: with the maſter, or any 
of his men; but pretending, I was ſick, kept cloſe in my 
cabbin. On the, ib ol December 1714. * 6a ba 


* : c 1 4 


|  chor in the Downs about nine in the morning, net 
three in the neee * hows at Rother- 
hith. 

Mr. lent family. .rectived me with great furprins- 
and joy, becauſe they concluded, me certainſy dead; but 
1 mall freely confeſs the ſight, of them filled me ooly with 
hatred, diſguſt, and contempt; and the more. by reflect 
ing on the near N I had to them. For altho' ſince 
my. unfortunate exile from the Houyhnhnm country, I 
had compelled myſelf to tolerate the fight of v, and 
to cohyerſe with Don Pedro de Mendez; yet my memo- 
ry and -imagination were perpetually filled with t 15 vir- 
tues and ideas of thoſe exalted Houyhahnms, And when 
1 began to conſider, that by copulating with one of the 
yaheo-ſpecies I had become a parent of more, ĩt | 
a. 0 5 the utmoſt ſhame, confuſion, and Nee 

As ſcon as 1 entered the houſe, my wife took me * 5 
her arms, and killed me; at which; Raving not been u- 
ſed to the 1 of chat odious animal for LY many ak 4 


"OED 


rits —_— by the {inell he Ae ih in the ſtable. . 
horſes underſtand me tolerably well; I converſe 'with 
them at leaſt four hours evefy day. They are ſtrangers, 
to bridle or ſaddle ; they ene en ene you we, 
and <a ee eden e 


"itt we — 
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's This, As 2 TW 3 the exad point of. 
time, ni rs fe pam this. noble a te ga ; 
which, in the prophetic ſtyle of his friend Pope, will in future 
ages be the admirat N of L. men bn p. bean W be e 
e et aviſtoulb « 36 at p27 7 111. 
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* * Work,” Hit ben 2 bb travellers "who | 
6h the truth.” "The author cleart bimfelf from any 
4 25 er endt in writing.” An objetion anſwered. 
f . The merh . colonies ,” His native country 
; commended. t of the crown to thoſe countries 
2 by the'auther, I, juſtified.” The difficulty of 
"conquering tbem. The author takes bir lat leave of 
" the” reader ; Propuſets bis manner of tis ing. for” "the 
f e ; gives good edict, and concludeth®. 1 81 0 
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8 Gd ren 1 ne Seb ner a faithful 
Hiſtory of my travels for fixtcen years and above 
1 me Wherein 1 have not been ſo ſtudious of 


ornament 28 'of truth. 1 could perhaps like others, have 


affoniſhed thee with ſtrange improbable tales; but 1 ra- 
ther thoſe to relate plain matter of fact in the” fimpleſt 
manner and ſtyle ; becauſe my principal deſign was 0 
05 amuſe the. 

Ir is cafy for us who travel into remote counties, 
which are feldom” viſned by Engliſhmen or other Euro- 
peans, to form deſcriptions f wonderful animals both at 
ſra and land. Whereas à travellet's chief aim ſhould be 


to make men wiſer and better, and to improve their 


7 


minds by the bad, as well as bod xample, of what 
they deliver concerning foreign places. 
I could heartily wiſh a law was enacted, that oy tra- 
E before he were F to a his . oe] 
$ {$4420 8 Th ys . + l An ſhould. 
1 is hays if esdess ls MA bales 
J heartily wiſh this 12th chapter, which: is, withqut exception, 
the dulleſt piece (at leaſt that I can remember) in bis whole 
writings, were. either burnt or annibilated, This indeed, like 
the” of bis critics, I could ealily have paſſed over uncenſu- 
red; perhaps 3 never obſerved it. And yet all that I mean 
by this gentle erity (for 1'defpiſe the e of à little 
 cenfuring ctitic) is, to ſbew the world, that 1 would ſcorn to 


approve through thick and thin the words of the moſt improved. 


conſummate genius, in deſpite to that mile 'knowledye which I 
have endeavoured to acquire, as a direction to nd own taſte and 
judgment. Swift. 


n To THE HOP LANHNMS. 25. 


ſhoukt he obliged to make oaths before the Lord Hi 
ChaoccHor, that all he intended to print was abſolutely" 
ttue to the beſt of his knowledge; for then the worlds 
uould no longer be debeivell, as ir uſually is; while ſome 
writers, de rw their works paſs: the: better upon the 
pahlie, impoſe the grofleſt falſities upon the un wary reader. 
L have. e ſevetal baobs of travels with great delight. 
in my: younger days; hut hating ſinct gone over moſt 
parts of the globe, and been able to contadict many fa- 
bulgus accounts from my own obſervation it hath given 
| me a great diſguſt againſt chis purt of reading, and ſome 
N ite the credulity of manłind ſo impudentiy 
Therefore, ſince my acquaintance were: plen· 
ſad to think my poor endeavours might not be unaccep- 
table to my country, I impbſrc on myſeig e 4. main 
never to be ſwerved from that I would Hrir y aubere to: 
truth; neither indeed can I be ever under che leaſt timp- 
tation to vary from it, while I retain im m mind the 
lectures and examples of my noble maſter, and! the other 
illuſtrious Houyhnbhums, _ whom::F had fo long m 
honouritd. be an humble haarer. n e e NInTITr 
10 Jen bin an s 365100 ee eee aan 
Ae ſ nitro fu Sonem 
Finrit, vanum cam, eee inprote finger. 1 | 
FE vg 1 1. 182 08 1,386) $1 135 02697 THEN Yo WF 33, 
\ Feaow very well how — is wi be: gr 
wiitings, -whieh! require neither genie mor learning, nor 0 
indeed. any other talent, except à good, memory, ov an 
exact ioarnal. I ko]1 — that urners ot — — 
like dif7zmry-makers;c are! ſunk iutu oblivion by the 
weight and bulk of thoſe, who come Taff; and therefore 
lie uppermoſt. Anh it is highly probable, thut: ſueli tra- 
vellera, who! ſhall- herrafter vilit the countries deſtriboch 
in this work of mine; may by detecting my errors (if 
there be any) And adding many new: diſooveries of their 
ou, juſtlie me out of and ſtand in my place, mu- 
king de world: forget that ever E was àn õ,, Ti 
indotud would be. cb great a morti cation if I, ſor 
fame: but as ty ſole intentiom was the pubiir 10 gv, -T-- 
cannot be altögether diſappoimtet. For EC un read f 
theivirtucs/I-have mentioned in the glorious Houyhnhmns' ' 
| l aſhamed of his own wichn, UA 
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deat hinkdf ob We reaſoning; governing animal of his 
country? I ſhall ſay nothing of thoſe remote nations, 
where yah»0s:prefide ; ; amongſt which the lealt oorrupted 
are the Brobdingnagians. whoſe wiſe maxims in morality 
and government it would; be our happineſs to obſerve. 
But 1 forbear deſcanting farther, and rather «-conbyut an | 
dicious reader to jade remarks and applications. 7 
am not a little pleaſed, that this work of mine can 
poſſibly meet with no cenſuters: for what objections can 
be made againſt; a writet, who relates only plain facts, 
that rn in ſuch diſtant countries, where we have 
not the leaſt intereſt with reſpect either to trade or nego- 

_ tiations?: 1 have carefully avoided every fault, with 
which common writers of travels are often too juſtly. 
charged. Beßides, 1 meddle not the leaſt; with any 
party, but write without paſſion, prejudice, or ill-will 
againſt any man, ot number of men whatſocver.; I write 
for the nobleſt end, to inform and inſtruct mankind, o- 
ver whom I may, without breach of modeſty, pretend to 
ſame ſuperiority, from the advantages I have received. by 
converſing ſo long among .the:moſt accompliſhed: Houy- 

\ hoboms, ' I write without any view towards profit or 
praiſe. I never-ſuffer a word to paſs that 'may-look 
like. reſſexion, or poſſibly. give the leaſt offence, even to 
thoſe who are molt ready to take it. So that I hope, 1 

may with | juſtice; pronounce myſelf an author perfectly 
blameleſs; againſt whom the tribes of anſwerers, conſi- 
derers, obſervers, teflecters, detecters, remarkers, will 
never be able to find matter For exerciſing their talents. 
I confeſs, it was whiſpered to me;-that 1 was bound 
in duty, as a ſuhject of England, to have given in a me- 
morial to a ſetretaty oſ tate at my ſirſt coming over; be- 
cauſe, whatever lands are diſcovered by a ſubject, be- 
long to the crown. But I doubt whether our conqueſts, 
in the coutries I tteat of, would be as eaſy as thoſe: of 
Ferdinando Cortez over the naked Americans. The 
Lilliputians, I think, are hardly worth the charge of a 
fleet and army to reduce them; and I queſtion whether 
it might be prudent or ſafe to attempt the-Brobdingnagi- | 
ans. Orgwhether an Engliſh army would be much at 
: their.caſe: with che flying Man over their heads. The 


W n bee . POT. 


— 
82 - 


. 


; » n 9 x | vs * LT 15 5 "I * 
| e 6 # (0/8227 "ONCE X 
Cap. XII. *o rnz HOU PHNHNMS. 295 | 


for war; a ſcience to which they are perfect 


and eſpecially againſt miſſive weapons. However, 5 


poſing myſelf to be a miniſter of ſtate, I could never give 

my advice for invading them. Their prudence, unani- 
mity, unacquaintedneſs with fear, and their love of their 
country, would amply ſupply all defects in the military 
art. Imagine twenty thoviad of them breaking into the 
midſt of an European army, confounding the ranks, o- 


verturning the carriages, battering the warriors faces in- 


to mummy by terrible yerks from their hinder hoofs ; for 


they would well deſerve the character given to Auguſtus, 
conquering that magnanimous nation, I rather with they 
were in a capacity, or diſpoſition, to ſend a ſufficient - 
number of their inhabitants for civilizing Europe, by 
teaching us the firſt principles of honour, juſtice, truth, 


 Recalcitrat undique tutur. But inſtead of propoſals 


temperance, public ſpirit, fortitude, chaſtity, friendſhip, 
benevolence, and fidelity. The zames of all which vir- 


tues are {ill retained among us in. moſt languages, and | 
are to be met with in modern, as well as eee 


which I am able to aſſert from my own ſmall 


But I had another reaſon, which made me leſs end 


to enlarge his Majeſty's dominions by my diſcoveries. To 


ſay the truth, J had conceived a few ſeruples with rela- 


tion to the diltributive juſtice of princes upon thoſe. occa» 


ſions. For inſtance, a crew of pyrates are driven by a 
| ſtorm they know not whither; at length a boy diſcovers 


land from the top · maſt; they go on ſhore to rob and 
plunder ;j. they ſee an harmleſs. people, are entertgined 


with kindneſs ; they give the country a new name; they 
take formal poſſeſfon of it for their king; they ſet up 4 


rotten plank or a ſtone for a memorial; they murder two 
or three dozen of the natives, bring:; away couple. more 


by force for a ſample, return home, and get their pardon; - 
Here commences a new dominion acquired: with a title by 
divine right, Ships are ſent with the firſt opportunity 4 
the natives driven out ot deſtroyed; their princes tortu 


red to diſcover their gold; a free licence given to all acta 
of inhumanity and luſt; the earth reeking with the blood of 


its inhabitants: and this execrable crew of butchers em- 
ployed in ſo pious an expedition, is a modern colony, ſent: 
eee eee . 


ME Bur 
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nan tid eue to the 
9 for itheir clan, 0 care, aud juſtice in plan- 
ing colonies; their diberal endowments for the adrance- 
Pe ens iy thair-cboice. of devout and 
able paſtors to propagate abryfianiy; their caution in 
their provinces, with people of ſober lives and 
3 from this the mother kingdom ; their ſtrict 
regard to the diſtribution of juſtice, in ſupplying the civil 
admiriſtration thro” all their colonies with officers.of the 
greateſt abilities, utter ſtrangers to corruption: and to 
cron all, by ſending the moſt vigilant and virtuous gover- 
nors, ho have no other views than the happineſs of the 


people over whom n Sa re 


* 


* 


ir maſter. | | 

Bor as bam ies, bh dl bun ae "IR 
appear to hard any deſire of being conquered, :and en- 
ſlaved, mundeted ur driven out by colonies ; nor abound 
either in gold, ſiluer, ſugar, or tobacco; 1 did humbly 
conotive, they werte by no means proper objects of our 
zeal, our valour, or our intereſt. How ever, if thoſe, whom 
it more concems; think ſit to be of another opinion, I 


am ready to depoſe, when I ſhall be lawfſolly called, — 4 


jr ate he viſit theſe countries before me. 


mean, if the inhabitants ought to believed, unleſs a l. 


Fate may ariſe. concerniog:the-two yaboor ſaid to have been 
mo many ages ago upon a mountain an Houyhnhnm-land. 
Bur, as to the formality of taking poſſcſhon in my ſo- 
ign's name, it never came once into my thoughts; 
and ik it had, yet, as my affairs then ſtood, I ſhould per- 
| haps in point of prudence and ee have = 
it off to a better oppor 
'Havixc thus anſwered the only objection, that can 
. raiſed againſt me as a traveller; I here take a 
| final leave of Fry my courteous readers, and return to en- 
joy my own ſpeculations in my little garden at Reddriff; 
to apply thoſe excellent leſſons of virtue, which I learned 
among the Houyhnhums ; to inſtruct the yahoor of my 
own family, as far as 1 ſhall fd them docible animals; 
to behold my figure often in a glaſs, and thus, if poſſible, 
habituste myſelf by time to tolerate the fight of a human 
NO RE IAY of Houyhahnms f in my 


- own 


61 e but e treat their ee 3 9 


for the ſake of my noble maſter, his family, his friends 
and the. whole Houyhnhom race, whom theſe of ours 
have the honour to reſemble in all their lineaments, how- 1 
ever their intellectuals came to degenerate. | 


1 began laſt week to permit my wife to fit at dinner . 


uith me at the fartheſt end of a long table; and to an- 
ſwer (but with the utmolt brevity) the few queſtions I 


aſked her. Yet, the ſmell of a yahoo continuing very 
offenſive, I always keep my noſe well ſtopped with rue, 
lavender, or tobacco-leaves.. And, altho' it be hard for a 


man late in life to remove old habits, I am not altogether L 
out of hopes in ſome time to ſuffer a neighbour yahoo in 


my company, without the apprehenſions I am yet under 


| of his teeth or his claws. 


Myr reconcilement to the whoa kind in general might 


not be fo difficult, if they would be content with thoſe 
vices and follies only, which nature hath intitled them 


to. I am not in the leaſt provoked at the fight of a law- 


per, a pickpocket, a colonel, a fool, a lord, a gameſter, 


2 politician, a whoremonger, a. phyſician, an' evidence, 
a ſuborner, an attorney, a traitor, or the like; this is all 


according to the due courſe of things: but when I be- 


hold a lump of deformity and diſeaſes both in body and 
mind ſmitten with pride, it immediately breaks all the 


meaſures of my patience; neither ſhall I ever be able to 
comprehend how ſuch an animal, and ſuch a vice, could 


tally together. The wiſc and virtuous: Houyhnbnms, who 


abound in all excellencies that can adorn a rational crea- 


ture, have no name for this vice in their language, Which 


| hath no terms to expreſs any thing that is evil, except 
thoſe whereby they deſeribe the deteſtable qualities of 


their yahoos, among which they were not able to diſtin - 
guiſh this of pride for want of thoroughly underſtanding 


human nature, as it ſheweth itſelf in other countries, 


where that animal preſides. But I, who had more ex- 


perience, could plainly obſerye ſome rudiments of it a- 


mong the wild y, N 

Bur the Houyhnhums, who lire under the goreruwene 
of reaſon, are no more proud of the good qualities they 
poſſeſs, than 1 ſhould be for not wanting a leg or an arm. 


| en no man in di wits any boalt of, We e | 
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| the imagination. of a Kacki. to laſh them with any 
- verity proportioned: to; that excels of perturbation and miſehief 
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on this ſubject, ſrom the deſire I have to make the ſoecte- 


ty of an Engliſh yahoo. by any means not inſupportable 
and therefore I here entreat thoſe, who have any tincture 


of this Lune eee Wen n 
1 0 
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1 
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and produces not only the moſt ridiculous is Follies, but the molt 
extenſive calamity, ap 9 85 to have been one general view of the 
2 in every part of theſe travels. Perſonal ſtrength and beau 

the wiſdom/ and the virtue of mankind,: become objects, not 

of pride; but of bumility, in the diminutive: ſtature and cottemp- 

able e of the I. ilſiputians; in the horrid deformity of the 

gians; in the learned folly of the Laputians; and in 

the 5 7 =, between our manners and N the dang 
hnhnms. 1 i ; 

1 13 Neal 


-Sviſts Gulliver is adireft, 5 abe Gs en the 
33 follies and corruptions in Jaw, politics, leafning, mo- 
rals, and religion. And. without diſpute, theſe manifold e 
ons have, in a courſe of ages, by the refinements and gloſſs of i ini 
quitous men, arrived at laſt to ſuch ſtrength und effroutery, as to 
render it impoſſible for. all the wit and gemus that ever warmed 
degree of ſe· 


which they ſeverally occaſion in the great circle of 1 hl Loy 
therefore which can be done by a wiſe man (ſccing that b 

ture he is appointed to a& for the ſpace of thirty, fifty, or ſeven- 
ty years, ſome ridiculous, filly part in this fantallic theatre of mi- 
ſery, vice, and corruption), is'eithet to lament,” with Herackitus, 


the iniquities of the world; or, which is the more chearfal; and 


therefore I do preſume; the more eligible cov: ſe, to laugh, with 
Democritus, at all the knaves. and ools upon earth. And ac- 
cordingly we find, that Dr Swift has, in theſe ©2776 _Exetted a 
force of ridicule and ſatire, pointed ſo dire cu againſt the de pra- 
vities of human kind, and ſupported with ſüch an abundance of 
uit and pleaſantry, as indeed more than perſuade. us to believe, 
that. his intention was cither to laugh vice and immorality, it it 
were pi ſſible, quite out of the world; or at leaſt to avenge the 
cauſe of virtue on all the W and abettors As Mr Swift, 
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